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Having  brought  to  a  close  the  history  of  the 
downfal  of  the  slave-trade,  it  is  now  necessary  to 
turn  back  for  a  while,  in  order  to  complete  the 
narrative  of  legislative  proceedings,  by  giving  a 
vol.  v.  b 
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rapid  sketch  of  those  discussions  which  occurred, 
on  subjects  connected  with  the  welfare  of  our 
West  India  colonies,  and  with  the  military  ope- 
rations which  were  undertaken  for  the  purpose 
of  defending  those  colonies,  or  of  adding  to  their 
number. 

,  The  first  debate  of  this  kind  had  its  rise  in  a 
proclamation,  which  was  issued  by  Sir  Charles 
Grey  and  Sir  John  Jarvis,  on  the  conquest  of 
Martinico.     During  the  debate,  in    1795,  on 
Mr.  Wilberforce's  motion  for  abolishing  the  slave- 
trade,  some  of  the  defenders  of  the  traffic  threw 
out  so  many  insinuations,  against  what  they 
considered  as  the  arbitrary  and  oppressive  conduct 
of  the   British    commanders,    that    Mr.   Grey 
animadverted   with  much  bitterness  upon   the 
speakers,  and  loudly  demanded  a  full  enquiry, 
which  he  pledged  himself  should  not  be  eluded, 
as  many  other  enquiries  had  been.    Those  who 
were  hostile  to  the  two  officers,  accepted  his 
challenge,  but  they,  nevertheless,  suffered  more 
than  two  months  to  elapse,  before  they  gave  any 
signs  of  their  readiness  to  appear  in  the  field. 
At  length,  on  the  second  of  May,  1795,  Mr. 
Barham,  with  the  declared  purpose  of  founding 
on  them  a  subsequent  investigation,  moved  for 
papers  relative  to  the  conduct  of  the  British 
general  and  admiral,  towards  the  French  in  the 
West  India  islands,  after  they  had  submitted 
themselves  to  the  victorious  troops.    The  papers 
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were  granted,  after  an  animated  conversation, 
in  the  course  of  which  the  friends  of  the  accused 
parties  bestowed  much  censure  on  the  unfair 
manner  in  which  their  opponents  had  acted.  The 
question  rested  for  nearly  another  month,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  period  Mr.  Thellusson  moved 
that  the  affidavit  of  a  Mr.  Malespine  should 
be  received ;  but  his  motion  was  negatived,  though 
Mr.  Grey  acceded  to  it)  pledging  himself,  at  the 
same  time,  to  prove  that  the  affidavit  was  a  gross 
and  scandalous  perjury,  which  was  worthy  of, 
and  would,  perhaps,  be  visited  by,  condign  pu- 
nishment. 

Mr.  Barham  made  his  motion  on  the  second 
of  June.  Having  cleared  his  ground  by  vindi- 
cating his  own  motives,  and  repelling  the  charge 
of  delay,  he  proceeded  to  expatiate  upon  the 
importance  of  the  business  to  which  he  was  now 
calling  the  attention  of  the  House.  To  the 
transactions  of  which  he  complained  he  attributed 
all  our  present  disasters  in  the  West  Indies.  He 
contended,  that  the  second  proclamation,  which 
was  issued  by  the  commanders,  was  a  general 
confiscation  of  every  thing  that  the  inhabitant* 
possessed ;  and  that,  even  supposing  the  islands 
to  have  been  taken,  as  they  were  falsely  said  to 
have  been,  by  storm,  the  measure  subsequently 
adopted  by  the  victorious  officers  was  unjust  to 
the  colonists,  and  illegal  in  itself.  But  the  fact 
was,  that  no  obstinate  resistance -was  made,  the 
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reduction  of  Martinico  having  been  completed  in 
twenty-eight  days,  with  the  loss  of  only  eighty 
men.  It  was  asserted  that  the  proclamations  had 
never  been  acted  upon,  an  assertion,  the  truth  of 
which  he  denied ;  and  that  they  had  been  an- 
nulled, by  orders  from  home.  The  rescinding  of 
such  acts  in  a  private  manner  was,  however, 
not  sufficient,  and  he,  therefore,  moved  an  ad- 
dress to  his  Majesty,  for  a  public  disavowal  of 
them. 

In  reply,  Mr.  Grey  maintained,  with  much 
warmth,  that  the  conduct  of  the  commanders 
was  not  in  the  smallest  degree  reprehensible,  and 
that  the  proclamations,  and  the  facts  of  the  case, 
had  been  grossly  and  wilfully  misrepresented. 
The  law  of  conquest,  he  said,  had  not  been 
pushed  beyond  the  mitigated  practice  of  modern 
times.  There  was  no  sweeping  confiscation  of 
property ;. nothing,  in  reality,  having  been  touched 
, except  the  produce  and  stores  which  had  been 
packed  up  for  exportation  previously  to  the 
twenty-fifth  of  March.  It  had  been  denied,  that 
the  white  colonists  were  aware  of  the  danger  of 
resistance,  but  this  denial  Mr.  Grey  proved  to  be 
erroneous,  and  shewed  that  they  had  been  fully 
warned  of  that  which  they  were  to  expect.  It 
had  been  denied,  also,  that  they  made  a  desperate 
opposition ;  but,  in  answer  to  this,  he  proved  that 
every  step  .of  ground  was  obstinately  defended, 
by  the  whites,  and   by  the  whites  alone,  the 
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negroes  and  mulattoes  not  having  taken  that 
hostile  part  which  Mr.  Malespine  had  falsely 
sworn  that  they  took  against  us.     The  conquest, 
he  said,   was  more  than  six   weeks  in   being 
accomplished,  and  was  not  achieved  without  the 
loss  of  between  three  and  four  hundred  men.     As 
to  the  obnoxious  proclamation!  what  necessity 
was  there  for  any  censure  upon  it,  even  granting, 
which  ought  not  to  be  granted,  that  it  was  worthy 
of  censure?    It  had  never  been  put. in  force; 
the  commanders  having  annulled  it,  as  soon  as 
they  found  that  it  was  likely  to  occasion  dis- 
content    The  motion,  then,  was  useless  at  best, 
*nd  designed  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  wound 
the  feelings,  and  tarnish  the  fame,  of  two  meri- 
torious and  successful  officers. 

Mr.  Dundas  followed,  in  a  strain  of  equal 
severity,  and  concluded  by  moving  three  reso- 
lutions, negativing  jthe  motion  of  Mr.  Barham, 
and  approving  of  the  conduct  of  the  two  com- 
manders. This  gave  rise  to  a  long  debate,  at 
the  close  of  which  the  resolutions  were  carried  by 
a  large  majority. 

Three  days  Subsequently  to  this  decision 
upon  the  merits  of  the  living,  the  House  of 
Commons  paid  a  proper  respect  to  the  dead,  by 
voting  the  erection  of  a  monument  in  St.  Paul's, 
to  the  memory  of  General  Dundas,  whose  remains, 
as  the  reader  has  seen  in  the  third  volume,  were 
treated  in  so  brutal  a  manner,  at  Guadaloupe,  by 


S  LEGISLATIVE  PROCEEDINGS 

the  ferocious  and  despicable  barbarian,  Victor 
Hugues. 

There  was  only  one  other  subject,  relative  to 
the  colonies,  which  produced  any  debate  during 
this  session.  The  desolating  of  the  islands  of 
St.  Vincent's  and  Grenada,  by  the  insurrections 
which  have  been  mentioned  in  the  history  of  the 
war,  had  the  natural  effect  of  embarrassing 
severely  many  of  the  merchants  who  were  con- 
nected with  those  colonies.  In  this  emergency 
they  petitioned  the  Parliament  to  relieve  them 
by  a  loan,  to  the  amount  of  a  million  and  a  half, 
in  exchequer  bills.  Their  petition  was  referred 
to  a  Committee,  by  which  it  was  favourably 
reported  upon.  The  measure  of  affording  relief 
in  this  mode  was  censured  by  Mr.  Fox,  as  giving 
to  the  ministers  an  irresistible  influence  over  the 
whole  of  the  commercial  interest,  and  being 
thereby  dangerous  to  the  constitution  of  the 
country.  It  must  be  owned  that,  in  this  objection, 
sound  reason  was  on  the  side  of  Mr.  Fox.  The 
opposition  did  not  confine  their  remarks  to  this 
point.  They  entered  into  a  discussion,  on  the 
\  disasters  which  had  been  sustained  in  the  West 
Indies,  all  of  which,  they  contended,  had  arisen 
from  the  negligence  and  incapacity  of  the  mi- 
nisters, who  had  neither  furnished  sufficient  forces, 
nor  dispatched  them  at  a  proper  time*  These 
charges ;  fthe  ministers,  of  course,  affirmed  to  be 
unfounded ;  and  there,  for  the  present,  the  matter 
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was  suffered  to  rest    The  bill,  authorizing  the 
loan,  was  passed  without  a  division. 

The  precedent  of  the  government  affording 
relief  being  thus  established,  it  was  speedily 
acted  upon.  In  the  year  1799,  the  merchants  of 
Liverpool  and  Lancaster  applied  for  a  loan  of 
half  a  million,  in  exchequer  bills,  on  good  security 
being  given  for  the  repayment  of  the  money. 
This  application  was  made  by  Colonel  Gascoyne, 
and  was  supported  by  Mr.  Bryan  Edwards  and 
Mr.  Pitt.  It  was  urged  that  the  petitioners  had 
immense  quantities  of  sugar  on  hand,  for  which 
they  must  immediately  pay  nearly  a  (pillion  in 
duty  and  freight;  that  the  foreigp  market  was 
closed  against  it ;  and  that  it  would  be  politic  to 
give  some  assistance  tp  the  merchants,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  price  of  the  commodity  from 
sinking  in  such  a  manner  as  would  certainly 
prove  ruinous  to  them,  and  to  the  colonial  pro* 
prietors.  For  some  aid,  it  was  said,  they  had  an 
undoubted  right  to  look  to  the  Parliament,  the 
present  glut  of  sugar  at  home  having  been  caused 
by  an  act  in  whieh  they  had  no  share ;  an  act  of 
the  government,  by  which  it  had  been  hoped  to 
make  foreigners  pay  a  part  of  the  duty,  that  had 
used  to  be  withdrawn  upon  exportation :  a  plan 
which,  though  wise  in  itself,  had  been  defeated 
by  unforeseen  circumstances.  Denying  that  the 
latter  cause  had  produced  the  effect  now  attributed 
to  it,  Mr.  Pitt,  nevertheless,  declared  his  intention 
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of  allowing  the  drawback  for  a  certain  time,  or 
until  sugars  were  at  a  certain  price.  To  the 
granting  of  the  loan  he  gave  his  cordial  assent. 
Mr.  Tierney  and  Mr.  Yorke  were  hostile  to  the 
measure.  It  was,  however,  carried  in  the  com- 
mittee without  a  division,  and  a  bill  to  authorize 
it  was  subsequently  passed. 

This  was  not  the  last  time  that  the  subject  of 
these  loans  gave  rise  to  debate  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  Adverse  circumstances  having  pre- 
vented the  Grenada  merchants  from  repaying  the 
whole  of  the  money  which  they  had  borrowed, 
they  were  more  than  once  under  the  necessity  of 
applying  to  the  legislature  to  sanction  a  further 
delay.  An  application  of  this  kind,  in  the  year 
1 803,  -was  heard  by  many  of  the  members  with 
much  dissatisfaction,,  and  they  did  not  fail  to 
express  their  sentiments  with  considerable  force. 
The  request  of  the  merchants  was,  however, 
granted. 

After  having,  at  every  opportunity  which 
occurred,  severely  animadverted  upon  the  mis- 
conduct which  had  been  displayed  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  war,  and  particularly  upon  that  part 
of  it  which  was  carried  on  in  the  West  Indies, 
the  opposition  determined  to  bring  the  subject 
once  more,  in  a  regular  form,  under  the  con- 
sideration cf  Parliament.  Mr.  Sheridan  was 
the  person  by  whom  the  task  was  undertaken. 
It  was  not,  however,  till  late  in  the  session  of 
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1796,  that  be  came  forward  to  move  for  the 
papers,  on  which  he  meant  to  substantiate  his 
charge  against  the  ministers.  The  debate  on  the 
propriety  of  granting  the  papers  was  more  than 
once  adjourned,  and  language  of  much  asperity 
was  used  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Grey, 
Mr.  Francis,  and  General  Tarleton,  on  the  one 
aide,  and  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Dundas,  and  some  of 
their  supporters,  on  the  other.  The  ministers 
were  unsparingly  accused  of  having  manifested 
nothing  but  imbecility  and  culpable  negligence 
in  the  whole  of  their  military  proceedings. :  Their 
expeditions  to  the  West  Indies,  it  was  said,  had 
been. uniformly  of  insufficient  strength,  while  the 
forces,  whose  presence  there  would  have  ensured 
victory,  had  been  employed  upon  impracticable 
projects;  those  expeditions,  too,  had  been  dis- 
patched at  improper  seasons,  as  if  purposely  to 
expose  them  to  the  fury  of  the  elements ;  fit 
occasions  of  sending  reinforcements  had .  been 
allowed  to  pass  by  unregarded;  no  attention 
whatever  had  been  paid  to  the  health  of  the 
soldiers,  either  in  the  transports  or  abroad,  the 
consequence  of  which  neglect  had  been  a  dreadful 
mortality;  and  thus  the  safety  of  the  British 
West  Indies  had  been  put  to  the  hazard,  and  a 
heavy  disgrace  had  been  thrown  upon  our  mi- 
litary reputation.  Instead  of  sweeping,  by  prompt 
and  decisive  measures,  our  despised  enemy  frqm 
his  colonies  those  who  helfi  the  reins  of  govern- 
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roent  in  this  country  had  suffered  him  to  assume 
the  character  of  an  invader,  and  to  ravage  a  part 
of  our  own  colonies,  and  to  prey  upon  our  colonial 
commerce,  with  almost  perfect  impunity.  While 
the  ministers  had  in  their  hands  all  the  re- 
sources of  a  mighty  empire,  was  it,  the  opposition 
asked,  was  it  to  be  borne,  that  thousands  of  lives 
and  millions  of  treasure  should  be  lavished,  in 
the  melancholy  purchase  of  disaster  and  shame  ? 
No !  the  business  was  one  which,  on  the  face  of 
it,  called  for  enquiry,  and  they  hoped  that  the 
house,  for  the  sake  of  its  own  credit,  would  not 
fail  to  enter  upon  a  thorough  investigation. 

The  principal  share  in  the  defence  of  the  mi* 
nisters  fell  to  the  lot  of  Mr.  Dundas,  an  advocate 
never  deficient  in  boldness.  He  denied  that 
the  force  originally  employed  was  inadequate 
to  its  object,  and  that  he  or  his  colleagues  had 
ever  neglected  to  provide,  to  the  full  extent  of 
their  means,  for  the  health  or  the  comfort  of  the 
troops.  It  had  not,  he  said,  been  in  the  power 
of  the  government  to  make  greater  exertions 
than  those  which  they  had  made.  The  ministers 
had,  on  the  contrary,  strained  every  nerve  to  put 
our  army  in  the  western  islands  on  a  formidable 
footing ;  and,  in  proof  that  they  had  done  so,  he 
referred  copiously  to  documents  and  dates.  The 
disasters  which  had  occurred  were  undoubtedly 
great,  and  much  to  be  lamented,  but  they  were, 
he  contended,  of  a  kind  which  could  not  have 
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been  warded  off,  or  even  foreseen,  by  human 
wisdom.  There  was,  in  short,  not  the  shadow 
of  a  pretext  for  the  accusatory  motion  with 
which  the  ministers  were  now  threatened  by  their 
nncancftd  opponents. 

Some  of  the  papers  were,  at  length,  granted; 
many  others  were  refused,  the  impolicy  of  pro- 
ducing them  being  pleaded  as  the  cause  of  the 
refusal.  On.  those  which  were  laid  upon  the 
table  no  proceeding  was  ultimately  adopted: 
for,  though  Mr.  Sheridan  gave  notice  of  a  motion, 
he  had  not  time  to  bring  it  forward,  a  dissolution 
of  the  Parliament  having  taken  place  before  the 
period  which  he  had  fixed  for  his  motion. 

To  the.  Maroons*  the*  war  against  whom  has 
been  narrated  in  the  first  volume,  the  attention 
of  Parliament  was  twice  called ;  once  in  the 
session  of  1796,  and  again  in  that  of  1799.  The 
^tn  ploy  meat  of  the  blood  hounds,  to  track  them 
in  their  recesses,  gave  rise  to  the  first  debate 
The  subject  was  introduced  by  General  Macleod, 
who  moved  an  address  to  his  Majesty,  to  lay 
before  the  House  whatever  dispatches  had  been 
received  respecting  the  mode  of  carrying  on  the 
war  against  the  Maroons.  He  considered  the 
use  of  the  dogs  as  being  a  blot  on  the  national 
character,  and.  shocking  to  humanity;  and  in 
this  opinion  ;he  was  warmly  joined  by  several 
members.  The  motion  was  opposed  by; Mr. 
Duridas,  and  iby  others,  on  the  ground  that  the 
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general  bad  no  better  authority  for  making  it, 
than  an  unauthenticated  private  letter ;  that  the 
Maroons  were  a  faithless  and  murderous  race ; 
that,  even  supposing  the  dogs  to  have  been  used, 
,  they  had  not  been  used  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
struction, but  merely  of  discovering  the  haunts  of 
the  enemy ;  and  that  it  was  not  to  be  imagined 
that  the  government  would  permit  any  of  its 
agents  to  act  in  an  inhuman  manner. 

These  arguments  were  by  no  means  satis- 
factory to  the  members  of  the  other  side,  who 
persisted  in  maintaining  that  the  Maroons  were 
a  much-injured  people,  and  that  it  was  disgraceful 
to  us  tQ  call  in  to  the  assistance  of  our  soldiers 
such  auxiliaries  as  blood  hounds.  General 
Macleod,  nevertheless,  finally  consented  to  with- 
draw his  motion. 

Offended  by  the  mention  of  his  name  in  the 
debate,  the  Earl  of  Balcarras,  the  governor  of 
Jamaica,  published,  in  the  Gazette  of  that  island, 
ft  letter  which  reflected  upon  the  general,  and 
this  produced  an ,  a&gry  correspondence  between 
them,  which,  however,  did  not  lead  to  any 
disagreeable  result. 

The  transportation  of  the  Maroons  to  Nova 
Scotia  wan  the  occasion  of  the  notice  of  Par- 
liament being  again  called  to  them.  The  subject 
was  taken  up  by  General  Walpole,  by  whom  die 
treaty,  in  1795,  was  concluded,  and  who  now 
moved  that  the  House  should  resolve  itself  into 
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a  committee,  to  examine  the  circumstances  of 
the  negociation,  and  of  the  subsequent  departure 
from  the  terms  of  that  treaty.  Indignant  at  the 
idea  of  having,  as  he  expressed  himself,  been 
made  an  instrument  to  dupe  and  entrap  the 
Maroons,  he  censured,  with  much  asperity  of 
language,  the  manner  in  which  the  Assembly  of 
Jamaica  had  acted,  and  he  contended  that  the 
Maroons  had  been  basely  and  perfidiously  treated. 
They  had,  he  said,  observed  every  article  faith- 
fully, and  had  been  made  the  victims  of  the 
pride  and  jealousy  of  the  Assembly,  by  which 
unworthy  body  of  men  they  had  been  banished 
to  a  cold,  inhospitable  climate,  without  the 
slightest  attention  having  been  paid  to  their 
remonstrances  and  intreaties,  or  to  his  own  offer 
of  giving  satisfactory  evidence  in  their  favour. 

It  was  affirmed,  on  the  other  side,  by  Mr. 
Dundas,  Mr.  Barham,  and  Mr.  Sewell,  that  the 
Maroons,  by  their  obstinately  holding  out  beyond 
the  period  fixed  for  their  surrender,  had  forfeited 
all  claim  to  be  entitled  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty ; 
that  the  step  which  the  Assembly  had  taken  was 
an  act  of  prudence,  which  circumstances  rendered 
necessary;  that  every  thing  that  was  possible 
had  been  done  for  the  comfort  of  the  Maroons 
in  their  new  place  of  residence ;  that  the  known 
humanity  of  Sir  John  Wentworth,  the  governor 
of  Nova  Scotia,  was  a  sufficient  guarantee  that 
they  would  be  treated  with  the  utmost  kindness ; 
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tad  that,  in  point  of  fact,  they  were  at  present 
more  happily  situated  than  they  had  been  when 
they  were  living  in  the  mountains  of  Jamaica. 
The  House  admitted  the  validity  of  this  reasoning, 
and  the  motion  was  in  consequence  negatived, 
by  thirty-four  noes  against  only  five  ayes. 

The  retention  of  that  repository  of  pestilence, 
the  island  of  St.  Domingo,  was  the  next  subject 
of  complaint  with  the  party  in  opposition.  On 
the  eighteenth  of  May,  1797,  a  motion  was 
made  by  Mr.  St.  John,  that  "  an  humble  address 
be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  praying  that  he  would 
be  graciously  pleased  to  give  directions  that  the 
troops  in  St.  Domingo  should  forthwith  be 
withdrawn.  Mr.  Fox  was  the  seconder  of  this 
motion. 

Severely  censuring  the  conduct  of  the  war  in 
every  part  of  the  world,  Mr.  St  John  especially 
reprobated  our  trans-Atlantic  operations,  as 
having  been  marked  by  a  series  of  the  grossest 
blunders.  Look  at  the  subject,  he  said,  in 
whatever  point  of  view  we  would,  it  was  im- 
possible to  find  any  thing  like  a  vindication  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  ministers.  Those  who 
thought  the  re-establishment  of  the  French 
monarchy  to  he  essentially  necessary,  and  here 
he  referred:  to  the  published  opinion  of  Mr. 
Burke,  must  look  with  disgust  upon  distant 
expeditions,  as  a  waste  of  that  strength  which 
might  be  employed  nearer  home,  in  a  more 
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effectual  manner.  Those  who  considered  the 
conquest  of  colonies  to  be  proper,  must  dissent 
from  the  mode  in  which  it  had  been  attempted 
to  accomplish  that  object.  But  as  to  St.  Domingo, 
there  never  had  been  a  hope  of  reducing  it  under 
our  authority,  defended  as  it  was  by  twenty-five 
thousand  men,  besides  forty  thousand  revolted 
negroes.  Yet,  on  this  desperate  enterprise  we 
had  squandered  several  millions  of  money,  and, 
what  was  still  worse,  the  lives  of  several  thousands 
of  our  bravest  soldiers.  To  counterbalance  all 
this  loss,  we  were  not,  he  said,  in  possession  of 
a  single  advantage ;  as,  notwithstanding  our  pos- 
session of  Cape  Nicholas  Mole,  the  privateers  of 
the  enemy  committed  incessant  depredations  upon 
our  trade,  and  we  did  not  receive  any  imports  from 
that  fragment  of  the  colony  which,  at  such  a  vast 
expense,  we  still  retained.  On  these  grounds,  he 
trusted  that  the  House  would  adopt  the  address 
which  he  now  proposed  to  it. 

As  usual  on  such,  occasions,  Mr.  Dundas 
was  the  ministerial  champion.  His  first  attempt 
was  to  overthrow  the  opinion  expressed  by  Mr. 
Burke,  and  this  part  of  his  speech  was  discre- 
ditable to  its  author,  as  its  language  could  be  at- 
tributed only  to  gross  sophistry,  or  to  a  degree  of 
ignorance  which  was  disgraceful  in  a  statesman. 
Confounding  entirely  times  and  circumstances, 
he  laid  it  down  as  a  principle,  that  a  war  against 
France  must  be  a  colonial  one;  that  no  other 
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kind  of  war  could  be  a  wise  one ;  that  the  war  of 
1756  having  been  glorious,  this  must  be  more  so ; 
and  that  consequently  he  was  justified  in  ridi- 
culing what  he  was  pleased,  with  his  accustomed 
hardihood,  to  call,  "  the  new-fangled  ideas  of 
peace  and  war,  which  he  sometimes  heard 
broached."  He  had  forgotten  that  his  colleagues 
had  truly  represented  this  to  be  a  war  essentially 
differing  in  its  nature  from  any  of  those  in  which 
we  had  formerly  been  engaged ;  and  that  we  had 
never,  till  now,  had  allies  in  the  bosom  of  the 
hostile  country  imploring  our  aid.  The  oppo- 
sition did  not  receive  better  treatment  than  Mr. 
Burke  at  the  hands  of  Mr.  Dundas.  He  brought 
against  them  a  charge  of  inconsistency,  because 
at  one  period  they  had  accused  him  of  neglecting 
the  colonies,  and  on  the  contrary,  they  now 
censured  him  for  paying  too  exclusive  an  atten- 
tion to  them.  The  defence  of  the  retention  of 
St.  Domingo  he  rested,  partly  on  the  value  of  the 
island  to  France,  but  principally  on  the  ground 
that  our  keeping  possession  of  the  colony  was  the 
best  mode  of  securing  the  safety  of  Jamaica, 
which  would  be  put  to  the  hazard  were  St. 
Domingo  in  the  power  of  the  enemy,  especially 
while  the  revolted  negroes  were  in  arms.  Should 
the  latter  obtain  the  ascendency,  he  considered 
the  property  of  Jamaica  as  scarcely  worth  a 
single  year's  purchase.  That  there  was  a  great 
mortality,  he  confessed;  but  he  hoped  that  it 


RELATIVE  TO  THE  WEST  INDIES. 

would  cease;  nor  could  he  agree  that  troops 
ought  not  to  be  sent  to  a  place  where  the  climate 
was  deleterious.  As  to  the  expense  it  would,  in 
future,  not  be  more  than  three  hundred  thousand 
pounds  annually ;  against  which  sum  was  to  be 
set  off  the  revenue  derived  from  the  colony, 
which,  notwithstanding  what  had  been  asserted, 
was  not  insignificant,  the  produce  of  our  part  of 
the  colony  having  been  to  the  value  of  a  million 
and  a  half  in  the  year  1 796,  and  given  employ- 
ment to  no  less  than  four  hundred  vessels. 

The  charge  of  inconsistency  called  forth  a 
masterly  refutation  from  Mr.  Fox.  He  and  his 
friends  had,  he  said,  insisted,  and  they  were  still 
of  the  same  opinion,  that,  if  colonial  conquests 
ought  to  be  made,  the  force  entrusted  to  Sir 
Charles  Grey  was  inadequate  to  its  purpose. 
But  what  contradiction  was  there  between  this 
idea,  and  the  idea  that  nothing  ought  to  have 
been  attempted  against  St.  Domingo?  Then, 
turning  the  tables  upon  the  accusers  of  his  party, 
he  forcibly  contended  that  the  folly  of  having 
acted  inconsistently  belonged  to  them  alone. 
They  had  admitted  the  justice  »of  Mr.  Burke's 
principle  as  to  the  nature  of  the  war,  and  that 
being  once  admitted,  his  reasoning  was  unan- 
swerable; yet,  in  their  mode  of  carrying  on  the 
war,  they  had  acted  in  direct  opposition  to  that 
very  principle.  Certainly,  as  far  as  regarded 
the  re-establishment  of  the  French  monarch/, 

vol.  v.  c 
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the  reduction  of  all  the  French  colonies  wfcs  of 
no  utility  whatever.  The  government*  it  ap- 
peared, had  not  policy  enough  either  to  adopt  or 
reject  wholly  the  system  of  Mr.  Burke.  They 
adopted  it  so  far  as  to  rouse  all  France  to  arms, 
but  not  so  far  as  to  make  it  the  leading  object  of 
the  war,  though  it  was  only  by  pursuing  die  latter 
course  that  there  was  any  chance  of  a  beneficial 
result. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Wilberforce 
and  Mr.  Bryan  Edwards,  who,  nevertheless, 
thought  that  the  plan  which  had  been  pursued 
was  an  erroneous  one,  and  that  our  force  ought 
to  be  concentrated  for  the  protection  of  those 
colonies  which  were  yet  sound  and  untainted. 
It  was  more  elaborately  objected  to  by  Dr. 
Laurence,  on  the  ground  that,  though  we  ought, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  to  have  devoted  our 
military  force  to  higher  purposes,  it  would,  at 
this  moment,  be  impolitic  to  relinquish  acqui- 
sitions, which  would  give  us  weight  in  a  nego- 
tiation, and  which  enabled  us  now  to  bold  some- 
what in  check  the  republican  cruizers  in  the 
West  Indian  seas.  It  would  also,  he  urged,  be 
disgraceful  to  fly  from  St.  Domingo,  as  the 
•  measure  would  be  looked  upon  merely  as  an 
indirect  compliance  with  the  enemy's  doctrine  of 
treating  on  the  basis  of  their  laws  and  constitution, 
and  especially  as  it  would  deliver  up  to  the  fury 
of  a  remorseless  foe,  those  planters  who  had 
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thrown  themselves  into  our  arms  in  the  hope  of 
receiving  an  efficient  protection. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  St.  John  was  finally 
negatived  by  a  hundred  and  sixteen  voices 
against  thirty-one. 

In  the  third  book  of  this   history,*  it  has 
been  shewn,  in  what  a  dishonourable  manner  the 
grant  of  the  duties  called  the  four  and  a  half  per 
cent.  Leeward  Island  duties,  was  extorted  from  the 
-fears  and  the  weakness  of  the  Barbadians,  by  that 
base  and  profligate  monarchy  the  second  Charles. 
It  has  also  been  shewn  there,  that  many  of  the 
conditions  of  the  grant  were  never  performed  by 
those  in  whose  favour  it  was  made ;  the  Barba- 
dians having  been  compelled  to  pay  the  duties, 
without  receiving  even  the  very  inadequate  com- 
pensation for  which  they  stipulated  in   return. 
The  fund  thus  obtained,  and  the  mode  of  dis- 
posing of  it,  had,  however,  long  remained  un- 
noticed in  Parliament,  and  would,  in  all  pro- 
bability, have  remained  so  still  longer,  had  not  a 
pension,  payable  from   this  fund,  been  given, 
towards  the  close  of  the  year  1794,  to  Mr.  Burke. 
This  was  a  circumstance  which,  considering  the 
bitterness  of  the  politics  of  that  period,  was  not 
likely  to  escape  the  lynx-eyed  vigilance,  nor  the 
heavy  censure,  of  the  party  in  opposition.     It  did 
not  escape ;  it  formed  the  basis  of  a  motion,  in 
the  House  of  Peers,  by  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale, 
on  the  fourth  of  March,  1796. 

*  Vol.  I.  p.  330. 
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The  motion  of  his  Lordship  was,  that  an 
address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  praying  him 
to  give  orders  that  the  fbur  and  a  half  per  cent, 
duties,  arising  in  Barbadoes  and  the  Leeward 
Islands,  be  applied  to  the  repairing  and  erecting 
of  fortifications,  and  other  public  uses,  for  the 
safety  of  the  said  islands. 

On  this  occasion  only  twp  Peers  took  part 
in  the  debate,  if  debate  it  may  be  called.  The 
Earl  of  Lauderdale  was  on  the  one  side,  and 
Lord  Grenville  on  the  other.  It  was  contended, 
by  the  noble  mover,  that  the  fund  was  granted 
for  the  defence  and  fortification  of  the  islands, 
that  this  use  of  it  had  been  solemnly  recognized 
by  Parliament  itself,  that  any  application  of  it  to 
other  purposes  was  a  manifest  abuse,  and  that, 
the  ministers  having  applied  it  in  an  improper 
manner,  it  was  necessary,  by  a  solemn  vote  of 
the  House,  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  such  illegal 
conduct.  In  reply  to  this,  it  was  asserted,  by 
Lord  Grenville,  that  the  per  centage  was  originally 
given  for  the  express  use  of  the  crown,  and  as  an 
acknowledgment  of  a  right  which  belonged  to  the 
crown,  that  the  particular  instance,  which  had 
been  alluded  to,  of  the  interference  of  Parliament, 
proved  nothing  against  the  royal  rights,  that 
pensions  had  always  been  granted  out  of  this 
fund,  and  that,  consequently,  there  was  no 
pretext  for  consenting  to  the  motion  which  was 
now  brought  forward.    The  Earl  of  Lauderdale 
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maintained,  in  answer,  that  Lord  Grenville  had 
mis-stated  some  of  the  facts,  and  mis-applied 
others,  and  that  the  arguments  upon  which  the 
motion  was  founded,  were  unshaken  by  any 
thing  which  had  been  urged  against  them.  The 
motion  was,  however,  negatived  by  a  large  ma- 
jority ;  there  being  only  six  Peers  in  its  favour, 
while  against  it  there  were  forty-two. 

After  this  decision  the  question  of  the  Lee- 
ward Island  duties  slept  for  fifteen  years.  In 
1812,  Mr.  Creevey  again  brought  the  subject 
forward.  His  object  was  the  same  as  that  which 
had,  so  many  years  before,  been  avowed  by  Lord 
Lauderdale,  namely,  to  apply  the  produce  of  the 
duties  to  the  defence  of  the  colonies.  But  his 
reasoning  was  lost  upon  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  a  negative  was,  of  course,  put  upon  his 
proposal,  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee. 

During  the  continuance  of  the  first  war  with 
France,  little  more,  that  calls  for  notice,  passed 
with  respect  to  the  West  Indian  colonies.  One 
measure  has  already  been  alluded  to,  which, 
though  it  passed  unopposed,  was  in  a  short  time 
productive  of  important'  effects.  This  was  the 
reduction,  made  in  the  session  of  1796,  and  again 
in  that  of  1799 >  of  a  part  of  the  drawback  pre- 
viously allowed  on  the  exportation  of  sugar ;  a 
step  which  was  taken  under  the  erroneous  idea 
that,  as  foreigners  could  not  do  without  sugar,  and 
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as  tbey  must  procure  it  from  England,  they  might 
be  made  to  bear  a  portion  of  the  duties  with 
which  the  commodity  was  burthened.  But  it  was 
soon  discovered  that  the  reasoning  which  had 
led  to  the  adoption  of  the  measure  was  fallacious, 
and  that  the  comparatively  trifling  saving  which 
was  made  by  the  lessening  of  the  drawback  was 
heavily  counterbalanced,  by  the  diminished  sale 
of  sugar,  and  the  consequent  distresses  of  the 
Colonial  proprietors. 

In  the  last  year  of  the  war,  Sir  William  Scott 
brought  into  the  Commons'  House  a  bill)  for  the 
better  regulation  of  prize  courts  in  our  trans- 
Atlantic  possessions,  the  chief  purpose  of  which 
was,  to  limit  the  number  to  three  courts,  sitting 
at  Jamaica,  Martinico,  and  Halifax,  of  which  the 
judges  were  to  be  selected  from  the  English  bar. 
The  measure  on  the  whole  was  generally  ap- 
proved of  by  the  House ;  but  to  a  clause,  which 
enacted  that  on  retiring  the  judges  should  have 
pensions  for  life,  an  objection  was  started,  on 
the  ground  of  its  having  a  tendency  to  increase 
the  influence  of  the  crown.  The  validity  of  the 
objection  was  admitted,  and  $he  clause  was  mo- 
dified. The  judges  were  to  be  allowed  a  salary 
of  two  thousand  a  year,  during  their  continuance 
in  office,  and  half  that  sum  annually,  after  their 
resignation,  provided  they  had  served  for  a  certain 
period. 

The  peace,  which  was  concluded  in  a  few 
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months  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  was  severely 
censured  in  Parliament,  by  many  eminent  states- 
men, and  their  censure  fell  with  scarcely  less 
weight  upon  that  part  of  the  conditions  which 
related  to  the  West  Indies  than  upon  that  part 
which  related  to  Europe.     It  was  repeatedly 
objected,  in  strong  terms,  that  the  ministers  had 
restored  to  France  far  more  than  they  ought,  and 
that  they  had  been  culpably  negligent  on  two 
essential  points,  one  of  which  was  the  putting 
beyond  dispute  the  right  of  cutting  logwood  at 
Honduras,  the  other,  the  securing  to  the  British 
settlers  the  property  which  they  had  vested,  to 
an  enormous  amount,  in  the  conquered  colonies. 
While  this  subject  was  under  discussion,  a 
fresh  subject  of  complaint  arose,  in  the  sailing  of 
a  large  French  fleet  and  a  powerful  army,  to  St. 
Domingo ;   a  circumstance  which  the  opponents 
of  the  ministers  considered  as  being  fraught  with 
peril  to  out  colonies,  in  case  the  French  ruler 
should  be  perfidiously  disposed,  and,  at  all  events, 
with  expense  to  the  country,  and  with  alarm  to 
the  colonists.     By  the  ministers,  on  the  contrary, 
it  was  asserted  that  there  was  no  cause  to  doubt 
the  pacific  feelings  of  the  French  ruler,  and  that 
it  was  politic  to  allorf  him  to  put  down  the  negro 
republic ;  which  could  not  exist  without  endan- 
gering the  safety  of  our  own  possessions.    Mr. 
Addington,  in  particular,  designated  the  black  go- 
vernment as  an  usurpation,  and  declared  that  the 
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ministers  would  not  have  been  justified  had  they 
prevented  the  sailing  of  the  armament.  Little, 
however,  can  rationally  be  urged  in  favour  of  that 
policy  which,  between  the  signing  of  the  prelimi- 
naries and  the  conclusion  of  the  definitive  treaty, 
permitted  the  First  Consul  to  send  to  the  West 
Indies  so  formidable  an  expedition  as  that  which 
he  dispatched  to  St.  Domingo.  Had  the  negoti- 
ations been  abruptly  broken  off  between  the  two 
states,  before  the  French  army  was  worn  down, 
by  the  climate  and  the  contest  with  the  blacks, 
the  consequences  might  have  been  fatal  to  our 
colonies  in  the  west.  That  a  British  naval  force 
was  sent  to  that  quarter  is  true ;  but  a  naval  force 
has  not  always  been  found  a  sufficient  protection 
from  the  enterprises  of  an  active  and  intelligent 
invader. 

Though  that  which  had  been  feared  did  not 
happen,  yet  one  disagreeable  consequence  did  ac- 
tually result  to  us  from  this  expedition.  It 
widened  the  breach  which  already  existed  be- 
tween the  government  of  the  parent  country 
and  the  colonists  of  Jamaica.  The  colonists 
had  some  solid  causes  of  complaint ;  and  they 
believed  themselves  to  have  still  more,  for  among 
their  grievances  they  enumerated  the  struggles 
which  had  so  long  been  made  for  the  abolition  of 
the  traffic  in  slaves.  Setting  aside,  however,  their 
imaginary  wrongs,  it  may  be  proper  to  give  a 
brief  sketch  of  those  which  had  a  real  existence. 
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The. first  of  the  yeji-founded  reasons  for  die 
discontent  of  the  planters  of  Jamaica,  was  the 
conduct  of  the  British  ministry,  in  pertinaciously 
thrusting  upon  them  a  black  force,  in  spite  of 
their  fears,  their  remonstrances,  and  even  of  their 
willingness  to  leave  no  pretext  for  the  employing 
of  such  a  force.  It  has,  in  a  preceding  part  of 
this  volume,  been  seen  that,  in  order  to  avert  the 
threatened  evil  of  being  compelled  to  receive 
negro  regiments,  the  Assembly  consented  to  pro- 
vide for  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  two  thousand 
white  troops,  and  that  the  necessary  vote  was  ac- 
cordingly passed.  Notwithstanding  this,  how- 
ever, the  ministry  would  not  relinquish  their  fa- 
vourite scheme.  In  direct  violation  of  at  least  an 
implied  compact,  they  actually  sent  to  Jamaica 
the  second  West  India  regiment.  It  must  be 
owned  that,  on  this  occasion,  the  alarm  of  the 
planters  was  by  no  -means  a  childish  one.  The ' 
presence  of  an  army  of  negroes,  comparatively 
free,  filled  with  all  the  pride  of  their  profession, 
in  the  midst  of  a  slave  population,  and  therefore 
a  degraded  one,  cannot,  on  many  accounts,  be 
otherwise  than  dangerous  to  the  safety  of  the 
white  proprietors.  Even  had  the  planters  not 
been  exposed  to  the  more  serious  peril  of  a 
general  revolt,  there  was  something  sufficiently 
appalling  in  the  idea  that  many  of  the  disciplined 
negroes  might  escape  into  the  fastnesses  of  the 
interior,  and  there  gather  round  them  new  and 
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more  formidable  bands  of  Maroons,  to  spread 
terror  and  havoc  through  the  surrounding  estates. 
Jamaica  was  but  too  well  acquainted  with  the 
losses  and  sufferings  which  were  inflicted  by  a 
Maroon  war,  and  naturally  dreaded  the  repetition 
of  such  a  misfortune.  Yet  the  repetition  was  not 
improbable.  Some  of  the  black  troops  had  de- 
serted, and  there  was  no  reason  to  hope  that  they 
would  not  make  a  full  use  of  all  their  powers  of 
mischief,  whether  natural  or  acquired.  The  as- 
sembly was  keenly  alive  to  all  these  circumstances, 
and  it  repeatedly  and  urgently  prayed  to  the 
British  government,  to  be  relieved  from  the  sight 
of  men  whom  it  could  not  consider  in  any  other 
light  than  that  of  enemies  in  disguise.  The  go- 
vernment, however,  was  obstinately  deaf  upon 
this  momentous  subject. 

The  next  theme  of  complaint  with  the  co- 
lonists was  the  excessive  taxation  of  their  com- 
modities, by  which  they  were  absolutely  de- 
prived of  the  means  of  making  any  profit  on  their 
capitals.  As  if  sugar  and  rum  were  articles 
which  had  an  inherent  power  of  resisting  the 
effect  of  heavy  imposts,  the  ministers  continued 
to  make  additions  to  the  duties  upon  them,  while 
by  diminishing  the  drawback  upon  sugar,  they  in 
a  great  measure  shut  it  out  from  the  foreign 
market.  It  was  also  urged  that,  at  the  same 
time,  they  admitted  to  an  impolitic  and  even  de- 
structive competition  the  sugar  of  the  East, 
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which  was  manufactured  under  hone  of  the  dis- 
advantages of  that  which  was.  imported  from  the 
West  The  Jamaica  planters  stated,  and  they 
supported  their  statement  by  documents,  that  they 
were  not  ina  condition  to  bear  the  heavy  burthens 
which  were  heaped  upon  them  with  so  little  thought, 
or  so  little  mercy.  They  pleaded  that  their 
estates  were  in  general  deeply  mortgaged,  that 
their  outgoings  were  heavy,  that  their  profits  were 
always  precarious,  and  that  those  profits  had 
progressively  sunk  lower  and  lower,  till  they  had 
at  length  become  insufficient  to  furnish  the  means 
of  existence,  while  upon  the  article  of  rum  there 
was  a  positive  and  severe  loss.  Nothing  less 
than  ruin  stared  them,  they  said,  in  the  face,  un- 
less some  relief  were  afforded  to  them.  All  this, 
however,  was  unavailing  to  relax  the  close  grasp 
of  fiscal  avidity*  The  ministers  seem  to  have 
thought  it  quite  enough  to  reply,  that  the  colonists 
had  no  reason  to  murmur,  their  trade  having 
always  been  a  favoured  and  often  a  gainful  one, 
and  that  the  duties  did  not  fall  upon  the  planter, 
but  solely  upon  the  persons  who  consumed  his 
produce.  Than  this  last  assertion,  a  more 
wretched  sophism,  or  rather  misrepresentation, 
for  it  does  not  rise  to  the  rank  of  a  sophism,  can- 
not  well  be  imagined.  While  the  consumption 
remains  undiminished  by  taxation,  it  is  obvious 
that  the  tax  falls  upon  the  consumer  of  the  article ; 
but,  the  moment  that  a  tax  raises  the  price  above 
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the  means  or  the  inclination  of  the  consumer,  it 
is  equally  obvious  that  the  tax  operates  as  a  pro- 
hibition, and  falls  with  a  deadly  weight  upon  the 
manufacturer  of  the  prohibited  article,  and  upon 
him  alone. 

While  such  were  the  feelings  and  the  situation 
of  the  planters,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  they 
could,  with  any  degree  of  patience,  listen  to  a 
proposal  of  making  a  still  further  drain  upon 
finances  which  were  already  in  so  exhausted 
a  state.  The  proposal  was,  however,  made. 
Let  us  now  see  on  what  grounds  it  was  made. 

From  the  period  when  a  military  force  was 
first  stationed  in  Jamaica,  the  people  of  that 
island  had,  as  a  free  gift,  provided  additional 
subsistence,   barracks,  and  hospital  allowances 
for  the  troops.     In  the  year  1773,  the  Council 
and  Assembly  pledged  themselves  to  provide, 
thenceforth,  such  additional  subsistence  for  any 
force,  not  exceeding  three  thousand  men,  which 
might  be  sent  for  their  protection.     This  pledge 
they  more  than  redeemed.    When,  in  1791,  the 
disturbances   broke  out  in   St.  Domingo,  the 
planters  were  so  greatly  alarmed  by  them,  that 
they  applied  to  the  government  at  home  for  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  the  troops  by  which 
Jamaica  was  guarded.    The  increase  for  which 
they  prayed  was,  however,  not  granted  to  them 
without  a  stipulation  that  they  should  be  charged 
with  whatever  expense  might  be  incurred  by  this 
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measure,  beyond  that  of  the  regular  peace  esta- 
blishment    With  this  condition  the  fears  of  the 
planters  induced  them,  at  length,  to  comply; 
they;  at  the  same  time,  asserting,  in  an  address 
to  his*  Majesty,  their  constitutional  right  to  equal 
protection  with  any  part  of  the  British  empire, 
and  believing  that  the  necessity  for  this  augmen- 
tation of  the  stationary  force  would  speedily 
cease  to  exist.     Affairs  rested  in  this  situation 
till  1797,  when  the  dread  of  the  black  regiments 
induced  the  Assembly  to  make  that  offer,  which 
has  before  been  mentioned,  of  maintaining  two 
thousand  white  troops,  at  the  sole  expense  of  the 
colony.     But  the  black  troops  having  been  sub- 
sequently sent  to  Jamaica,  the  Assembly  was,  of 
course,  released  from   the  performance  of  its 
•share  of  the  compact  into  which  it  had  entered. 
It  now  remains  to  be  shown  what  use  was  made 
of  these  precedents,  of  which  two  were  inappli- 
cable, and  two  were  flagrantly  unjust 

On  the  1 7th  of  June,  1 802,  the  lieutenant- 
governor  of  Jamaica  sent  down  a  message  to  the 
Assembly,  in  which  he  called  upon  it  to  take  on 
itself  the  whole  expense  of  maintaining  the  mili- 
tary force,  not  exceeding  five  thousand  men,  for 
the  defence  of  the  island.  In  order  to  render 
more  palatable  this  strange  demand,  he  promised 
that  the  British  government  would  withdraw  the 
black  regiment,  and  consent  that  in  future  no 
corps  of  that  description  should  be  introduced 
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into  Jamaica,  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
House.  He  also  informed  the  Assembly  that  it 
would  no  longer  have  to  provide  for  the  twentieth 
regiment  of  dragoons,  one  of  those  which  were 
furnished  in  1791,  and  which  was  now  to  be  re* 
called ;  and  he  argued  that  as  the  House,  at  a 
much  less  critical  moment  than  the  present,  had 
agreed  to  pay  two  thousand  additional  troops,  it 
could  not  reasonably  object  to  take  upon  itself 
the  payment  of  the  five  thousand  men  which  his 
message  required.  A  hope  was  held  out,  that, 
at  some  period  or  other,  an  opportunity  would 
be  afforded  of  diminishing  the  number  of  the 
troops,  in  consequence  of  "  the  restoration  of 
good  order  and  subordination  in  the  French 
islands."  The  "  immense  debt  contracted  by 
the  mother  country,"  and  "  the  absolute  neces- 
sity of  her  resorting  to  some  extraordinary  means 
to  enable  her  to  support  her  increased  naval  and 
military  establishments,'9  were  the  reasons  which 
the  lieutenant-governor  assigned  for  making  this 
startling  call  upon  the  Jamaica  planters. 

Whether  this  message  was  received  with 
most  surprise  or  anger  it  would,  perhaps,  be  dif- 
ficult to  say.  The  House  answered  it  by  a  posi- 
tive refusal  to  comply  with  the  demand,  and  it 
reviewed,  at  considerable  length,  and  with  no 
small  share  of  asperity,  the  conduct  which  the 
British  ministry  had  for  some  years  pursued  to- 
wards the  colonists  of  Jamaica.     It  denied  that 
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the  twentieth  regiment  of  dragoons,  the  with- 
drawing of  which  was  now  held  up  as  an  act  of 
favour,  was  ever  intended  to  be  a  permanent 
charge  upon  the  island,  and  it  spake  of  the 
agreement,  respecting  the  two  thousand  men,  as 
having  been  originally  obtained  by  ungenerous 
means,  and  subsequently  annulled,  by  the  viola- 
tion of  its  conditions  on  the  part  of  the  ministers* 
Founding  upon  "  constitutional  right  and  jus- 
tice "  its  refusal  to  grant  the  supplies  for  the  five- 
thousand  men,  it  added  that,  even  did  it  possess 
the  will,  it  had  not  the  power  to  comply,  and  it 
proceeded  to  justify  this  assertion,  by  drawing  a 
melancholy  picture  of  the  burthens  and  griev- 
ances under  which  the  colony  was  at  this  mo- 
ment labouring;  among  which  it  enumerated 
"the  ruinous  and  oppressive  duties,"  and  the 
prohibition  of  exporting,  in  American  vessels, 
any  of  the  staple  productions  of  the  island, 
except  rum  and  molasses.  An  attempt  to  soften 
the  language  of  this  answer  was  negatived  by 
twenty-four  voices  against  six,  and  the  answer 
was  then  voted  in  its  original  form. 

Four  days  after  the  sending  of  his  first  message, 
the  governor  sent  a  second,  requesting  to  be  en- 
trusted With  the  control  of  the  barrack  department, 
and  to  be  allowed  to  raise  a  corps  of  artificers* 
Here  again  he  was  unsuccessful.  The  House  was 
not  in  a  mood  to  yield  any  thing  which  it  had  the 
power  to  retain ;  and  it  accordingly  replied,  that 
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the  season  was  too  far  advanced  to  enter  upon 
the  discussion  of  such  an  important  subject,  and 
that  it  was  desirous  to  postpone,  till  the  ensuing 
session,  the  consideration  of  the  governor's  re- 
quest. This  was  carried  by  fifteen  voices  against 
eleven. 

The  ministers  seem  to  have  been  exceedingly 
disconcerted  by  their  defeat.  They,  neverthe- 
less, returned  to  the  charge.  In  his  dispatch  to 
the  lieutenant-governor,  Lord  Hobart  laid  it 
down  as  a  principle,  that  the  island  of  Jamaica 
did  "  not  contribute  its  full  proportion  to  the 
general  expenses  of  the  empire ;"  from  which  he 
deduced,  as  a  consequence,  that  the  inhabitants 
were  not  justified  in  refusing  to  make  provision 
for  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  troops.  He 
relied  on  the  precedents  of  1791  and  1797,  to 
prove  the  fact  that  the  colonists  had  always  been 
expected  to  provide  for  whatever  force,  beyond 
the  regular  establishment,  might  be  required  for 
their  protection ;  and,  with  respect  to  the  com- 
pact of  1797,  he  added,  that  the  government  had 
only  "  dissolved  it,  and  not  violated  it,  as  had 
been  inadvertently  stated  by  the  Assembly." 
Hoping,  perhaps,  that  a  more  moderate  demand 
than  the  former  one  would  find  grace  in  the  sight 
of  the  Assembly,  his  lordship  now  instructed  the 
lieutenant-governor  to  ask  for  the  pay  and  sub- 
sistence of  only  three  thousand  men,  and  he  as- 
signed as  a  reason  for  thus  lowering  his  demand, 
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"  the  events  which  had  lately  taken  place  at  St 
Domingo,  the  reduction  in  the  army  on  that  * 

island,  and  the  return  of  the  French  squadron 
from  that  station  to  Europe."  This  language,  it 
should  be  remembered,  was  held  by  one  of  those 
very  ministers  who  had  considered,  or  affected 
to  consider,  the  ascendancy  of  the  blacks  in  St. 
Domingo  as  so  alarming  an  evil,  that  it  was  ad- 
visable to  get  rid  of  it  at  the  hazard  of  allowing 
an  immense  French  armament  to  sail  to  the 
West  Indies,  before  the  negotiation  was  even 
commenced  for  a  definitive  treaty.  Yet,  now,  the 
wasting  away  of  the  French  army,  and  the  suc- 
cess of  the  blacks,  were  represented  as  contri- 
buting to  the  security  of  Jamaica.  The  dispatch 
concluded  with  a  threat  which,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  was  grossly  impolitic.  The  Assembly  wps 
told  that,  if  it  would  lend  its  concurrence  to  the 
new  proposal,  the  second  West  India  regiment 
should  be  removed;  but  that  otherwise  "  the 
intention  of  removing  the  black  troops  must  be 
laid  aside." 

It  was  not  till  the  close  of  November,  1 803, 
that  this  dispatch  was  communicated  to  the 
House  by  the  lieutenant-governor.  The  message 
which  accompanied  it  was  obviously  intended  as 
an  appeal  to  their  feelings  of  pride  and  patriotism. 
The  House,  however,  was  not  to  be  seduced  by 
smooth  words.  It  showed  as  strong  a  dislike  to 
the  present  scheme  as  it  had  shewn  to  the  scheme 
vol.  v.  v 
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©f  the  preceding  year.  Denying  that  it  did  not 
contribute  its  full  share  to  the  expenses  of  the 
empire,  and.  standing  firmly  upon  its  constitutional 
claim  to  equal  protection,  which  claim  it  declared 
that  it  would  never  relinquish  nor  compromise, 
it  positively  refused  to  make  any  provision  beyond 
that  which  it  had  been  accustomed  to  make. 
The  sum  which  it  voted,  in  the  year  1802,  fol: 
die  troops  on  the  island  establishment,  including 
20,000/.  to  the  commander  in  chief,  the  Assembly 
stated  at  21 0,000/.  being  more  than  ten  times  the 
charge  at  the  commencement  of  the  American 
war ;  and  it  declared  that  as  large  a  sum  would 
be  necessary  for  the  following  year,  which  alone 
would  be  equal  to  an  annual  poll-tax  of  thirteen 
shillings.  This,  too,  at  a  period  when,  for  four 
years,  the  planters  had  had  nearly  their  whole 
income  torn  from  them  by  the  operation  of  duties 
#hich  were  pretended  to  fall  upon  the  consumer, 
but  which  left  nothing  to  the  grower  for  labour  or 
capital. 

The  House  then  proceeded  forcibly  to  retrace 
all  the  grievances  of  which  it  had  complained  on 
the  former  occasion,  and  it  added  to  them  the  cir- 
cumstance of  being  called  upon  to -bear  fresh 
and  intolerable  burthens,  at  the  moment  when 
measures  were  adopting  to  relieve  the  inhabitants 
of  the  mother  country  from  some  portion  of  the 
weight  of  their  imposts.  The  past  and  present 
conduct  of  the  ministers  was  again  forcibly  ani- 
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madverfed  upon,  a  brief  but  emphatic  notice  was 
taken  of  "  the  doctrine  of  dissolving  a  compact 
at  the  pleasure  of  one  of  the  contracting  parties/9 
a  doctrine  which  was  justly  described  as  being 
destructive  of  all  confidence,  and  most  alarming 
to  the  weaker  side,"  and  a  proper  censure  was 
bestowed  on  the  threat  of  keeping  the  black 
regiment  in  Jamaica,  which  the  House,  and  with 
reason,  regarded  as  an  unworthy  attempt  to 
overawe  it  into  such  a  decision  as  would  be 
pleasing  to  the  government.  This  answer  to  the 
governor'*  message  was  agreed  to  by  the  House 
of  Assembly  without  a  single  dissentient  voice. 

The  House  had  scarcely  dismissed  this  subject 
before  its  attention  was  called  to  another  of  a 
similar  kind.  The  French  garrisons  which  sur- 
rendered at  St.  Domingo  had  been  conveyed  to 
Jamaica ;  a  step  which  was  certainly  not  taken 
with  any  view  of  benefiting  or  conciliating  the 
colonists. .  -  On  the  ground  that  the  admiral  was 
restrained  by  his  instructions  from  hiring  trans- 
ports, the  lieutenant-governor  now  applied  to  the 
House  of  Assembly i  to  vote  a  sum  of  money  to 
enable  him.  to  procure  the  vessels  which  were 
necessary  to  carry  the  prisoners  to  Europe.  The 
sum  required  was  about  fifty  thousand  pounds ; 
but,  as  the  number  of  the  captives  was  soon  after 
nearly  doubled,  the  whole  of  the  expense  could 
scarcely  have  been  less  than  a  hundred  thousand 
pounds.    Though  the  House  was  in  no  small 
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degree  alarmed  by  the  presence  of  a  body  of 
French  troops,  twice  as  strong  as  the  British 
force  then  in  the  island,  it  refused  to  vote  any 
part  of  the  money  which  was  demanded,  and  >  it 
accompanied  its  refusal  with  a  request  that  the 
governor  would  use  all  the  means  in  his  power 
for  the  speedy  removal  of  these  dangerous  in- 
mates* 

Irritated  by  his  want  of  success,  the  lieutenant- 
governor,  on  his  proroguing  the  Assembly,  gave  • 
vent  to  his  feelings,  in  a  manner  which  could  not 
fail  of  exciting  anger  and  disgust  in  those* whom 
he  addressed.  After  having  petulantly  expressed 
hferegret  that  the  members  of  the  Assembly  had 
not  given  him  an  opportunity  of  thanking  them 
for  the  supplies  which  were  wanted  for  their  own 
defence,  he  still  more  offensively  expressed  his 
hope  that,  upon  maturer  consideration,  they 
"  would  feel  the  propriety  of  supporting  govern- 
ment in  the  most  effectual  manner  at  their  next 
meeting,  and  thereby  restore  to  themselves  its 
fullest  confidence  in  their  loyalty  and  patriotism." 
In  this  language  there  was  something  so  insulting, 
and  so  unjust,  that  it  would,  indeed,  have  been 
wonderful,  had  the  House  allowed  it  to  be  used 
with  perfect  impunity. 

The  House  did  not  allow  it  to  be  so  used* 
That  body  met  again,  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
1 804,  and  one  of  its  first  proceedings  was  the  ap- 
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pointmerit  of  a  committee,  to  take  the  speech 
into  consideration,  and  to  search  for  precedents. 
The  report  of  the  committee  was  a  firm  yet  tem- 
perate composition.  It  declared  the  speech  to 
be  an  unprecedented  and  alarming  breach  of  pri- 
vilege; and  it  recommended  the  passing  of  a 
series  of  resolutions,  vindicating  the  aspersed  cha- 
racter of  the  Assembly,  stating  the  large  stuns 
which  had  been  granted,  and  branding  as  uncon- 
stitutional the  conduct  of  the  governor.  -  The 
report  was  approved  of,  and* the  resolutions  were 
adopted. 

In  the  contest  respecting  the  supplies  the 
Assembly  was  victorious.     Fresh  subjects,  how- 
ever, of  complaint  and  dispute  arose,  even  before 
the- old  ones  had  ceased  to  exist.     Either  with  a 
design  to  punish  the  colonists  for  being  refractory, 
or  compelled  by  the  pressure  of,  financial  wants, 
the  British  ministers  proposed  and  obtained  a 
large  iacrease  of  those  duties,  on  ram  and  sugar, 
which  the  colonists  represented  as  being,  already 
intolerable.     In   1803,  Ian*  additional  duty  of 
four* shillings  a  hundred  was  Hid  upeo  sugar, 
and,  in  the  following  year,   the  customs  were 
raised  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  which  mea* 
sure  operated,  of  course,  as  a  further  and  con- 
siderable tax-  upon  every  article  of  West  Indian 
produce.    The  planters^  and  their  agents  called 
meeliag^  and  passeii^cAirtioas ;  tiiey  potiiioned, 
memorialized  and  remonstrated;  but  all  their 
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efforts  were  exerted  io  vajufc  not  the  i&gbtest 
.diminution  being  made  of  the  bwtbeos  whi<;h 

4&ey  bore.  The  House  of  Assembly  te^f  was 
W)t  more  successful,  though.  an  elaborate  report, 
drawn  up  by  one  of  its  committees,  fully .  esta- 
blished the  fact,  that  the  most  perpiqiopa  con- 
sequences had  arisen  to  the  planters,  from  the 
heavy  duties  imposed  upon  their  produce,  and 
from  the  recent  impolitic  encouragement  which 
had  been. given  to  sugar 'manufactured  in  our 
oriental  possessions.  Oh  this  occasion*  heavy 
censure  of  the  attempt  to  abolish  the  slave-trade 
held  a  prominent  {dace  in  the  report;  and. it  is 
not  improbable  that,  in  the  minds  of  many 
persons,  the  introduction  of  it  excited  a  prejudice 
against,  those  parts  of  the  report  which  were 
xeally  deserving  of  deliberate  attention. 

So  much  on  the  alert,  and  it  must  be  owned 
so.  wisely,  was  the  House  with  respect  to  its  prir 
vileges,  that  a  bill  framed  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
having  been  sent  out,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
proposed  to  the  Colonial  legislature,  the  Assembly 
refused  to  receive  it  In  a  resolution  which  it 
came  to,  the  House  declared  that  "any  attempt 
by  that  Board  or  apy  other  to  direct*  or  in* 
fluence  the  procedings  of  the  House  in  matters  of 
internal  regulation,  by  any  previous  proposition 
or  decision  on  what  is  referred  to  or  under 
their  consideration  and  deliberation,  is  an  in- 
terference with  the  appropriate  functions  of  the 
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House,  which  it  is  their  bounded  duly  never  to 
submit  to/9 

-  At  the  moment  when  the  Assembly  thus 
spiritedly  vindicated  its  rights,  its  attention  was 
also  occupied  by  'a  subject  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance. This  subject  was  nothing  less  than  the 
suspension  of  that  intercourse  with  the  American 
states,  whi^h  had  hitherto  been  permitted  to  the 
West-India  blaods,  and  by  means  of  which  alone 
they  were  furnished  with  the  supplies  which  were 
in  feet  essential  to  their  very  existence*  Almost 
since  the  oommencetaent  of  the  war,  in  1793* 
the  British  shipping  owners  had  relinquished  the 
carrying  trade  of  lumber  and  provisions,  and 
employed  their  vessels  in  a  more  gainful  manner. 
The  natural  consequence  of  this  was,  that  the 
governors  of  the  colonies  were  under  the  neces- 
sity of  dispensing  with  the  observance  of  the  na- 
vigation laws,  and  permitting -the  supply  of 
lumber  and  provisions  to  be  imported  into  the 
islands  in  neutral  vessels.  For  this  plainly-com* 
pelled,  and  indeed  meritorious,  breach  of  the  law, 
they  had  been  regularly  indemnified,  till  the  year 
1801,  by  acts  of  the  British  legislature,  by  which 
time  the  breach  of  the  law  had  grown  so  com- 
pletely into  a  custom,  that  even  acts  of  indemnity 
seem  to  have  been  considered  as  wholly  unne- 
cessary. 

In  the  year  1804,  however,  a  sudden  change 
took  place*    This  has  -been  attributed  to  the  re* 
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presentations  of  the  Britsh  sbip-ownets,  who* 
vessels  were  no  longer  fully  employed  in  other 
branches  of  commerce,  and  who,  therefore,  be* 
came  anxioos  to  recover  that  carrying  trade  wfcifcb 
they  had  -  so  long  2  neglected.  A  cry  was  in  con- 
sequence raised  against  the  illegality  and  impolicy 
/  of  admitting  the  Americans  to  enjoy  those  ad- 
vantages which,  of  right,  belonged  only  to  British 
subjects.  It  was  not  wonderful  that  such  clamours 
should  be  favourably  listened  to  by  the  ministers, 
whose  measures  had  been  so  roughly  censured,  and 
whose  plaps  had  been  foiled,  by  the  West  Indian 
colonists.  Another  pretext  was  also  brought 
forward,  to  justify  the  step  which  it  was  resolved 
to  take.  It  was  said  that  the  Americans  smuggled 
into  the  colonies,  to  a  great  extent,  a  variety  of 
articles,  especially  German  linens,  and  the  pro- 
ductions .  of  the  East,  to  the,  serious  injury  of 
the  manufactures  and  commerce  of  the  mother 
country;  To  put  an  end  to  this  prejudicial  in t,er- 
course  wis,  therefore,  only  an  act  of  justice  to  the 
parent  state; 

In  pursuance  of  this  new  system,  instructions 
were  sent  out  to  the  governors  of  the  islands, 
forbidding  them,  "  except  in  cases  of  real  w4 
very, great  necessity,"  to  open  the  ports  fqr  t&e 
admission  >  of  such .  articles  from  the  American 
states  as  were  not  allowed  to  be  imported,  by  law. 
These  instructions  were  carried  into  effecj;  by  the 
lieutenant-governor  of  Jamaica,  on  the  twenty-first 
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of  November,  1904,  on  which  day  he  puWicly 
notified  that,  after  the  expiration  of  six  months* 
a  stop  must  be  put  to  the  neptral  trade*  Akrntyed 
beyond .  measure  by  this  unexpected  proceedings 
the. Assembly  addressed  the  Ueufceaantcgovtrpor ; 
stating  the  fatal  consequences  which  •  must  inevi-r 
tably  result, from  shutting,  up  the  ports,  there 
being  no  mean*  of  obtaining  sustenance  for  the 
slaves,  or  even -for  his  Majesty's  forces,  without  a 
continuance  of  that  intercourse  which  .was  about 
to  be  destroyed.  He  was  therefore  entreated  to 
recal  his  order,  until  the  Assembly  had  had  an 
opportunity  of  representing  to  bis  Majesty  the 
destruction  which  was  impending  oyer  their  pro- 
perties and  lives. 

In  reply  to  this,  the  governor  expressed  his  re- 
gret that  the  imperative  nature  of  his  imtructitti* 
prevented  tym  from  complying  with  the  wish  of 
the.  House ;  and  be  recommended  to  the  repcewo- 
tativ^s  to:  l^y  the  case  of  their  constituents-  before 
his  Majesty  without,  delay,  that  an  answer  might 
be  obtained  before  the  time  arrived  at  which  his 
order  was  to  commence  its  operation. 

The  House  of  Assembly  lost  not  a  monqent 
in  foU^wipg  thir  advice.  It  petitioned  his  Ma* 
jesty*  out  >tbp  subject  of  its  previous  grievances, 
and  addressed  him  with  respect  to  this  new  and 
fertile  source  of  calamity.  In  humble  but  earn* 
est  language,  the  framers  of  the  address  repeated 
and  strengthened  the  arguments  which  they  had 
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Urged  to  the  governor,  adding  that,  in  a  period  of 
war,  it  was  impossible  to  procure  British  ships 
and  British  -seamen  to  carry  on  the  trade,  or  for 
the  British  northern  colonies  at  any  time  to  fur- 
nish the  supplies,  and  they  declared  their  full 
reliance  that  his  Majesty,  being  informed  of  their 
real  situation,  would  avert  from  them  the  ruinous 
and  fatal  consequences  which  were  inseparable 
from  the  scheme  of  closing  their  ports  against 
neutral  vessels. 

•Affairs  remained  in  this  state  till  the  latter 
end  of  April,  when,  no  redress  having  been  given, 
and  the  time  being  near  at  hand  when  the  ports 
were  to  be  closed,  the  Assembly  addressed  to 
the  lieutenant-governor  a  long  memorial,  accom- 
panied by  documents,  in  the  hope  of  inducing 
hkn  to  grant  a  suspension  of  his  order.  The 
House  seems  clearly  to  have  proved,  that  a  simi- 
ht+  interruption  of  intercourse  had  formerly  been 
productive  of  the  most 'deplorable  «vils  to  the 
planters,  and  of  death  to  fifteen  thousand  negroes, 
And  that  there  was  every  reason  to  fear  that  the 
same  effects  would  ;  now  arise  from  the  same 
causes.  It  was  stated,  in  this  paper,  that  to 
prevent  the  absolute  ruin  of  Jamaica,  456  ad- 
dftional  British  vessels,  navigated  by  28$£  sea- 
men, must  immediately  enter  into  the  American 
trade.  This  memorial;  respectful  in  style,  and 
cogent  in  argument,  was  of  no  avail;  the  lieu- 
tenant-governor replying  that  the  strictness  of  his 
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instructions  wi&  Spcb  that  be-  bad.  nothing  left 
but  to  yield  to  them.au  implicit;  obedience. 

At  length,  however,  the  lieutenant-governor 
seems  to  have  perceived  the  existence  of  that 
"  real  and  very £reat  necessity"  which  was  re- 
quisite to  justify  him  in  departing  from  the  rigid 
letter  of  the  ministerial  mandate.  On  the  day 
previous  to  that  on  which  the  ports  were  to  be 
closed,  he  issued  a  proclamation,  extending  die 
term  for  six  months ;  but  he  restricted  the  im- 
ports to  flour,  corn,  com  meal,  bread,  rice,  pease, 
beans,  and  lumber  of  every  description.  Salt 
beef  and  perk  and  salted  fish  were  excluded  by 
this  proclamation,  and  as  they  were  indispen- 
sable articles  of  subsistence,  they  being  the  cor- 
rectives of  the  vegetable'  diet  of  the  negroes,  the 
House  once  more  addressed  the  governor,  and, 
for  once,  with  success*  It  was  answered  that, 
since  the  appearance  of  the  French  squadron  had 
occasioned  martial  law  to  be  proclaimed,  the 
customhouse  officers  had  been  instructed  to  a^k 
pit  salted  provisions,  and  that  it  was  hoped  that 
all  apprehensions  on  that  score  would  be  quieted 
by  the  speedy  arrival  of  the  fleet  from  Cork. 

Here  ended  the  dispute,  andjt  will  presently 
be  seen  that  steps  were  taken  at  home  to  prevent 
a  -  reeocrence  of  it.  In  the  Leeward  Islands,  att 
had,  io  the  moan  time,  remained  in  a  state  of 
tranquility.  For  thi?  they  were  indebted  to  the 
prudence  of  their  governor,   f^ord  Lavjngtpii, 
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who  conceiving  "  a  real  add  very  great  neces- 
sity" to  be  in  existence,  wisely  permitted  the 
importation  of  supplies  from  the  American  con* 
tkaent. 

The  extraction  of  the  shaft,  says  a  great 
Italian  poet,  does  not  heal  the  wound.  The 
contest  with  respect  to  some  of  the  disputed 
points  was  now  over,  but  the  feelings  of  irrita- 
tion which  it  bad  excited  did  not  immediately 
subside.  Besides,  there  still  existed  other  causes 
.of  complaint,  which  were  of  equal  importance. 
The  Assembly  continued  to  murmur*  that  the 
colony  was  subjected  to  a  load  of  taxation  which 
it  was  unable  to  bear;  and,  while  this  was  yet 
rankling  in.  its  mind,  it  received  intelligence  th&t 
the  abolition  act  had  at  length  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  every  branch  of  the  British  legislature; 
This  last  event  speedily  provoked  from  the 
House  a  report,  and  a  series  of  resolutions* 
drawn  op  in  a  tone  of  half-suppressed  anger  and 
open  despondence,  in  which  all  the  grievances 
and  sufferings  of  the  island  were  enumerated, 
and  hints  were  thrown  out  that,  as  the  plan* 
ters  .  of  Jamaica  had  wantonly  and  unconsti- 
tutionally been  deprived  of  the  means  of  bearing 
the  burdens  imposed  upon  them,  the  mothec 
country  must,  after  the  present  year,  cease  to 
expect  any  further  grants  for  the  subsistence  o£ 
the  troops.  So  strong  was,  in  various  parts,  the 
language  of  this  paper  as  almost  to  raise  a  sus» 
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picion  that  it  was  rather  the  want  of  power  than 
of  will,  which  kept  the  planters  from  resorting  to 
something  more  forcible  than  words,  for  the  as- 
sertion of  what  they  were  pleased  to  consider  as 
their  violated  rights. 

Before  these  feelings  of  resentment  had  had 
time  to  die  away,  they  were  stimulated  into  in- 
creased action,  by  an  event  which  took  place  in 
the  year  1808,  and  of  which  the  particulars  are 
recorded  in  the  next  chapter  of  this  volume. 
During  the  mutiny,  of  which  that  chapter  rrtakes 
mention,  two  officers  were  killed  by  the  mutinous 
negroes.  No  coroner's  inquest  having  been  held 
on  the  bodies,  the  House  of  Assembly,  on  its 
meeting  in  1809,  requested  the  Duke  of  Man- 
chester, the  governor,  to  furnish  it  with  copies  of 
the  military  proceedings  which  had  taken  place 
with  respect  to  the  offenders.  This  request  was 
communicated  to  the  commander-m-chief,  who, 
however,  not  only  refused  to  comply  with  it, 
hot  also  prohibited  all  military  persons  from 
replying  to  any  questions  which  might  be  put  to  * 
them  by  the  House.  Fired  by  this  insult,  the 
House  passed  a  resolution,  asserting  its  right  to 
examine  all  persons  and  papers ;  and  it  issued  a 
warrant,  requiring  the  commander-in-chief  to  at- 
tend at  its  bar,  to  answer  for  a  breach  of  privi- 
lege. The  commander-in-chief  set  the  warrant 
at  defiance,  and  the  governor  approved  of  his 
conduct.    Determined  not  to  abate  a  tittle  of  its 
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claims,  the  Assembly  issued  a  second  warrant,  to 
take  the  commander-in-chief  into  custody  for 
contempt,  censured  the  governor  for  the  part 
which  he  had  taken,  and  resolved  to  proceed  to 
no  business  till  a  proper  reparation  hfed  beed 
made  for  the  breach  of  its  privileges*  In  this 
resolution  it  persisted  with  firmness.  The  go- 
vernor was  no  less  immovable,  and  the  result 
was  that  he,  at  length,  found  himself  under  the 
necessity  of  proroguing  the  House  of  Assembly. 
A  considerable  ferment  was  caused  in  the  island, 
by  this  unusual  and  decisive  measure. 

This  dispute,  however,  died  away,  without 
producing  any  further  consequences,  and  it  may, 
in  fact,  be  said  to  be  the  last  which  took  place 
between  the  governor  and  the  legislature  of 
Jamaica.  An  attempt  was  indeed  made  in  the 
year  1311,  to  refuse  the  supplies  to  the  troops, 
but  the  dissentient  party  was  out-voted.  Since 
that  period,  little  or  nothing  of  any  moment  has 
occurred,  except  the  general  alarm  which  was 
excited  by  the  Slave  Registry  Act,  a  subject 
which  has  already  been  touched  upon,  in  one -of 
the  preceding  chapters. 

The  attention  of  the  British  ministry  arid  le- 
gislature was*  at  length,  seriously  turned  to  the- 
distresses  of  the  West  Indian  colonists.  As? 
famine  was  the  worst  evil  which  the  colonists: 
could  encounter,  the  first  step  to  be  tqkm  was  to 
prevent  the  possibility  of  its  Otturrmg*  JNfo  sooner, 
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therefore,  did  the  party  of  Mr.  Fox  cotae  into 
office  than  a  circular  letter  was  dispatched  to  the 
colonial  governors)  instructing  them  to  continue 
the  accustomed  intercourse  with  America,  and 
promising  that  the  usual  act  of  indemnity  should 
be  brought  into  parliament.  At  the  same  time; 
as  no  such  act  had  passed  since  the  year  1801, 
the  governors  Were  indemnified  by  the  legislature 
for  their  past  proceedings* 

The  compulsion  of  admitting  American 
vessels  into  the  West-India  ports,  in  time  of 
war,  being  considered  as  evident,  the  ministers 
deemed  it  improper  that  the  practice  should  re- 
main any  longer  in  its  present  anomalous  situation. 
For  thirteen  years  the  governors  of  the  colonies 
had  been  exercising  the  dangerous  power  of  dis- 
pensing with  the  observance  of  those  laws  which 
it  was  their  duty  to  maintain.  It  is  true,  that 
the  most  imperious  of  all  necessities  had  com- 
pelled them  to  exercise  that  power;  but  their 
conduct,  though  meritorious,  was  not,  in  strict- 
ness,  the  less  illegal.  To  the  ministers  it  ap- 
peared that,  if  a  discretionary  power  must  some- 
where exist,  and  that  it  tttufct  so  exist  could 
scarcely  be  denied,  it  would  be  acting  more  wisely 
to  place  it  in  the  hands  of  the  crown,  than  to 
suffer  it  to  remain  with  the  governors,  by  whom 
it  could  not  be  used  without  a  breach  of  the  law. 
There  is,  indeed,  much  of  impolicy,  in  habituating 
nhfeft  to  look  tipOtt  the  taws  as  trifling  obstacles, 
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which  may,  without  hesitation,  be  set  aside, 
whenever  they  chance  to  stand  in  the  way  of  con- 
venience, or  of  interest. 

It  was  with  a  view  of  putting  an  end  to  this 
unequal  and  pernicious  contest,  between  the 
wants  of  the  colonists  and  the  laws  of  the  country, 
that,  in  1806,  a  bill  was  introduced  into  the 
British  legislature:  The  bill,  after  stating  the 
necessity  of  occasionally  admitting  neutrals  into 
the  colonial  ports,  and  the  expedience  of  provid- 
ing for  the  admission  of  them  in  a  legal  manner, 
empowered  his  Majesty  in  council  to  authorize, 
under  such  restrictions  as  might  seem  needful, 
the  governors  of  the  colonies  to  permit  the  trade 
to  be  carried  on ;  with  this  proviso,  however,  that 
neutrals  should  import  no  commodities,  lumber 
and  staves  excepted,  which  were  not  the  growth 
and  produce  of  their  own  countries,  and  that  they 
should  not  export  from  the  colonies  any  sugar, 
indigo,  cotton,  coffee  or  cocoa. 

This  bill,  apparently  simple  and  just  as  its 
enactments  were,  was  opposed  with  a  degree  of 
hostility  scarcely  less  determined  than  that  which, 
many  years  before,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  fourth 
chapter  of  the  sixth  book  of  this  histpry,  was 
manifested  against  the  plan  of  allowing  the  West 
Indies  to  benefit  by  supplies  from  the  American 
states.  It  was  first  brought  into  the  Lords,  and 
it  passed  through  the  House,  after  having  en* 
countered  a  formidable  resistance ;  but,  when  it 
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came  into  the  Corimons,  an  informality  was  dis- 
covered,  by  which  a  new  bill  was  rendered  ne- 
cessary. The  corrected  bill  was  brought  in  by 
Lord  Temple. 

Now  began  the  tug  of  war,  the  bill  being 
strenuously  resisted  in  all  its  stages.  Against 
the  bill  were  arrayed,  among  others,  Mr.  Perci- 
val,  Mr.  Canning,  Lord  Castlereagh,  Sir  Charles 
Price,  Sir  William  Curtis,  and  Mr.  Rose ;  the 
latter  gentleman  taking  the  most  prominent  part 
in  the  debate.  On  the  side  of  it  were  Mr.  Fox, 
Lord  Temple,  Lord  Henry  Petty,  Sir  Francis 
Baring,  Dr.  Laurence,  Sir  John  Newport,  and 
the  attorney-general. 

It  was  urged  against  the  measure  that  it  was, 
in  the  first  place,  unnecessary,  as,  unless  the 
government  meant  uniformly  to  authorize  impor- 
tation, the  discretionary  power  of  the  governors 
must  still  exist;  to  which  it  was  added,  that  the 
colonial  governors  must  have  better  means  than, 
the  privy  council  of  judging  of  the  wants  of  the 
colonies,  and  that  the  eagerness  of  the  ministers 
to  get  this  new  authority  into  their  hands,  and 
the  manner  in  which  they  were  evidently  dis- 
posed to  use  it,  were  good  reasons  why  that 
authority  should  not  be  granted.  Even  the 
illegality  of  the  existing  system  was  pleaded  as 
an  argument  in  its  favour,  it  being  contended 
that  the  governors  would  not,  without  obvious 
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necessity,  resort  to  a  step  which  was  confessedly 
illegal. 

The  moment,  too,  of  bringing  in  the  bill  was 
said  to  be  ill  chosen,  as  America  would  be  in- 
duced to  look  upon  the  proceeding  as  a  mark  of 
fear ;  she  having  recently  passed  tfn  act,  givittg 
the  president  the  power  <otf  shutting  the  ports,  in 
case  this  country  should  refuse  to  offer  satisfac- 
tion upon  certain  points. 

It  was  roundly  affirmed  that  this  bill  gave  * 
death  blow  to  the  navigation  laws,  which  laws 
had  hitherto  been  held  sacred,  and  that,  those 
laws  being  our  naval  palladium,  the  consequences 

a 

of  destroying  them  could  not  be  otherwise  than 
fatal  to  our  maritime  greatness.  On  tfris  head  a 
profusion  of  declamatory  language  and  melan- 
choly forebodings  was  poured  forth  by  some  of 
the  speakers,  and  especially  by  the  master  of  the 
rolls,  who,  certainly  not  inspired  by  the  spirit  of 
candour,  went  so  for  as  to  say,  that  the  bill  con* 
tamed  a  meaning,  and  had  an  object,  which  its 
framers  did  not  think  fit  to  disclose  to  the 
Parliament. 

Time,  it  was  said,  ought,  at  all  events,  to  be 
granted  for  a  committee  to  inquire  into  this  im- 
portant subject;  and,  if  a  committee  were  al- 
lowed to  be  appointed!  Mr.  Rose,  somewhat 
rashly,  pledged  himself  to  prove  that  the  British 
ship-owners  were  adequate  and  anxious  to  carry 
on  the  trade,  to  the  fullest  needful  extent,  and 
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not  only  to  supply  the  islands  with  the  means  of 
subsistence,  but  also  of  bringing  home  fehe  whole 
t>f  the  colonial  produce,  at  an  extra  expense  of  not 
more  than  two  per  oent  upon  the  freight  The 
preference  given  to  (he  Americans  had,  he  was 
of  opinion,  been  exceedingly  mischievous  to  our 
maritime  prosperity,  and  to  the  cultivation  of 
our  northern  colonies ;  and  to  continue  it  would 
be  still  more  so ;  besides  which  our  mamfootures 
end  revenue  would  materially  suffer,  by  the  clan- 
destine introduction  of  German  and  East-Indian 
goods  into  the  islands,  and  the  export  trade  of 
Ireland  would  be  diminished,  in  consequence  of 
the  United  States  being  able  to  furnish  beef  and 
pork  at  a  jnutih  cheaper  rate. 

It  was  asserted,  in  reply,  that  ail  that  had 
been  adduced  against  the  bill  was  rather  cavils 
-and  conjectures  than  solid  argument.  For  thir- 
teen years  it  had  been  found  to  be  impossible  to 
support  thfe  colonies  without  an  almost"  perpetual 
violation  of  the  law,  in  throwing  open  the  ports. 
The  bill  under  consideration  repealed  no  statute ; 
it  subverted  no  principle ;  it  merely  purposed  to 
allow  the  king  in  council  to  do  that  legally,  which 
l!he  governors  in  the  West  Indies  must  otherwise 
^do  illegally.  It  was  denied  that  any  one  advan- 
tage could  arise  from  leaving,  as  heretofore,  an 
unlimited  discretionary  power  in  the  hands  of 
the  colonial  governors.  In  cases  of  sudden  ne- 
cessity, they  must  doubtless  continue  to  act  as 
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they  had  for  so  many  years  acted ;  but  it  would 
be  the  duty  of  ministers  to  keep  a  vigilant  eye 
upon  the  situation  of  the  colonies,  and  to  pre- 
vent, as  far  as  human  foresight  could  prevent, 
the  occurrence  of  any  such  cases.  According  to 
the  common  course  of  things,  it  would  be  bene- 
ficial to  the  shipping  owners  to  lodge  in  the 
privy  council  the  power  which  was  asked  for,  as 
the  council  would  certainly  be  desirous  to  favour, 
as  much  as  possible,  the  interest  of  the  owners, 
while,  on  the  contrary,  the  governors,  being  be- 
sieged by  interested  persons,  and  ignorant  of  the 
state  and  capabilities  of  the  trade  at  home,  might, 
by  hastily  opening  the  ports,  enable  the  Ameri- 
cans to  anticipate  the  supplies  from  England, 
and  thus  inflict  a  serious  injury  upon  the  British 
merchants,  by  rendering  useless  the  whole  of 
their  outfit.  This  reasoning  was  further  enforced, 
and  the  assertion  that  the  Irish  provision  trade 
would  be  reduced  was  victoriously  refuted,  by 
the  testimony  of  Sir  John  Newport,  who  stated 
that  the  persons  engaged  in  that  trade  had  been 
consulted  upon  the  subject  of  the  bill,  and  their 
answer  was,  that  they  should  embark  in  the  trade 
with  infinitely  more  spirit  and  confidence  than 
formerly,  because  they  could  speculate  with 
greater  security,  if  they  knew  that  it  would  be 
governed  by  the  privy  council. 

The  idea  that  America  would  construe  the 
measure  into  a  proof  of  fear  was  looked  upon  as 
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a  downright  chimera.  That  power,  it  was  said, 
had  never  even  hinted  at  so  monstrous  and  ex* 
travagant  a  claim,  as  the  annulment  of  our  navi- 
gation act  Nor,  as  some  seemed  to  dread,  would 
the  passing  of  this  act  make  known  to  her  any 
secret  respecting  the  situation  of  our  colonies; 
she  being  already  quite  aware  that  the  produce 
of  her  soil  was  necessary  to  their  existence.  If, 
however,  she  were  disposed  to  put  a  conciliatory 
construction  upon  the  promoting  of  an  intercourse 
with  her,  that  circumstance  ought  rather  to  be  a 
motive  for  the  bill,  than  an  objection  to  it* 

That  this  was  an  unprecedented  act,  was  af- 
firmed to  be  an  assertion  which,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  was  erroneous ;  there  being  numerous  pre- 
cedents,  with  which  the  objectors  might  to  be  well 
acquainted*  they  themselves  being  the  persons 
by  whom  those  precedents  were  furnished.  Nor 
was  there  the  slightest  ground  for  the  heavy  la- 
mentations which  had  been  uttered,  as  to  the 
certainty  of  the  navigation  laws  being  destroyed 
by  this  measure.  On  the  contrary,  as  the  mea- 
sure would  contribute  to  the  prosperity  of  our 
West  Indian  possessions,  from  which  we  derived 
so  large  a  portion  of  our  naval  strength,  it  was 
manifestly  in  unison  with  the  spirit  of  those  laws ; 
they  having  been  enacted  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
increasing  our  maritime  power. 

The  danger  from  smuggling  was  declared  to 
be  extravagantly  exaggerated,  if  not  wholly  ima- 
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glnary.  Even  supposing  it  to  exist,  the  AtttrW 
cans  were  not  the  only  traders,  by  wium  it  was 
likely  to  be  caused.  British  ship-masters  could 
engage  in  smuggling  as  readily  a$  American* 
Such  an  argument,  therefore,  tended  to  put  a  stop 
to  all  intercourse.  But  was  it  seriously  meant  to 
be  said,  that  the  West  Indies  must  be  exposed  to 
ruin,  in  order  to  prevent  the  chance,  of  their  re* 
eeiving  clandestinely  some  articles  of  East-India 
produce,  and  some  German  linens  ? 

That  in  time  of  war,  especially  of  a  warlike  that 
in  which  the  country  was  engaged,  the  supply  of  the 
West  Indies  could  be  accomplished  by  the  ship- 
ping owners,  was  considered  as  an  assertion  which 
had  for  many  years  been  contradicted  by  the  posi- 
tive evidence  of  facts.  Was  the  House  willing  to 
encourage  the  projects  of  the  shipping  interest,  at 
the  risk,  nay,  at  almost  the  certainty  of  producing 
the  same  terrible  effects  which  had  been  expe- 
rienced in  a  former  instance*  when  in  the  island 
of  Jamaica  alone,  fifteen  thousand  negroes  died 
of  absolute  want,  or  from  being  improperly  fed  ? 
How  did  it  happen,  that  the  owners  had  only 
just  now  discovered  their  capability  of  carrying 
on  a  trade  which  they  had  so  long  abandoned  ? 
Why  was  their  alarm  so  much  excited  by  a  bill 
which,  in  fact,  authorised  the  council  to  prevent 
the  freedom  of  the  American  trade,  whenever  it 
could  be  prevented  with  safety  to  the  colonies  ? 
Could  they  not,  at  any  moment,  apply  to  the 
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privy  council,  and  show  their  ability  to  epgross 
the  trade,  ia  which  case  they  could  have  qo  reason 
to  doubt  of  a  favourable  decision  ?  Tipae  was  asked 
for,  that  a  committee  might  enquire  into  the  sub- 
ject, but  the  matter  had  already  been  fully  debat- 
ed; and,  besides,  if  the  complainants  were  so 
ready  with  their  proofs,  as  they  were  affirmed  to 
be,  how  had  it  chanced,  that  they  had  declined  to 
avail  themselves  of  permission  to  be  heard  by 
counsel  at  the  bar  of  the  House  ?  Delay  appeared 
to  be  the  sole  object  of  the  clamour  for  enquiry, 

The  bill  was  at  length  passed  by  the  Com- 
mons, and  sent  up  to  the  Lords.  In  the  latter 
House  it  was  opposed  by  the  Lords  Hawkesbury 
and  Eldon,  but  was  finally  carried  through  and 
received  the  royal  sanction 

As  the  distresses  of  the  colonists  were  be 
coming  every  day  less  supportable,  it  was  neces- 
sary that  the  Parliament  should  take  some  steps 
for  the  purpose  of  alleviating  them.  There  were 
now  in  the  warehouses  of  the  British  ports  be- 
tween a  hundred  and  fifty  and  a  hundred  and 
sixty  thousand  hogsheads  of  sugar,  for  which  no 
purchasers  could  be  found.  In  this  case,  the 
readiest  means  of  assisting  the  planters  seemed 
to  be,  to  allow,  as  far  as  was  consistent  with  other 
interests,  the  use  of  sugar  and  molasses  in  the 
distilleries  and  breweries.  Accordingly,  at  the 
close  of  the  year  1806,  Lord  Temple  moved  for 
a  committee  to  investigate  the  subject,  and  bis 
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motion  was  agreed  to.  In  the  mean  time,  some- 
thing was  done  for  the  benefit  of  the  colonists, 
by  giving*  an  increase  of  bounty  upon  the  expor- 
tation of  sugars,  and  by  imposing  an  additional 
duty  on  brandy  and  such  other  foreign  spirits  as . 
were  imported  for  home  consumption. 

The  dissolution  of  the  parliament  put  an  end 
to  the  committee  which  Lord  Temple  had  ob- 
tained. In  the  new  parliament,  however,  a  com- 
mittee  was  appointed,  to  take  into  consideration 
*  the  commercial  state  of  the  West-India  colonies. 
In  its  first  report  it  fully  established  the  fact, 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  heavy  duties,  and  the 
rivalship  of  neutrals,  the  latter  being  a  result  of 
the  former,  the  West-India  planters  were  totter- 
ing on  the  brink  of  ruin.  "  At  length  the  de- 
pression of  the  market,'9  said  the  report,  "  has 
become  such,  that  the  prices  obtained  for  the  last 
year's  crop  will  not  pay  the  expense  of  cultivation, 
except  upon  estates  on  a  very  great  scale,  making 
sugar  of  a  very  superior  quality,  or  enjoying 
other  extraordinary  advantages."  The  expense 
of  a  hogshead  of  sugar  to  the  planter  was  stated 
to  be  from  thirty-five  to  thirty-six  shillings, 
while  from  the  average  prices  in  the  Gazette, 
for  the  last  eight  months,  it  appeared  that  the 
average  selling  prices  had  been  from  thirty-one 
to  thirty-six  shillings;  giving  a  mean  price  of 
thirty  three  shillings  and  sixpence,  and  irrefraga- 
bly  proving  that  the  planters  had  cultivated  their 
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estates  at  a  heavy  loss.  Some  diminution  of 
duty,  an  increase  of  bounty  on  export,  the  encou- 
ragement of  the  consumption  of  rum,  and,  above 
all,  a  restriction  of  the  trade  between  neutrals 
and  the  enemy's  colonies,  were  the  remedies  sug- 
gested for  averting  the  ruin  which,  it  was  said, 
unless  speedy  and  efficient  measures  of  relief 
were  adopted,  would  inevitably  fall  upon  the 
planters,  and,  through  them,  upon  all  that  nume- 
rous class  which  derived  its  means  of  existence 
from  colonial  property. 

It  is  obvious  that  these  measures  could  not  be 
productive  of  any  immediate  benefit  to  the  plan- 
ters, because  they  could  not  create  an  immediate 
market  for  the  surplus  produce,  already  enormous, 
and  daily  increasing  in  quantity.  The  situation 
of  the  planters,  however,  required  that  something 
should  be  done  without  delay.  Mr.  Perceval 
seems  to  have  felt  this,  and  accordingly,  early  in 
die  year  1 808,  he  moved  for  a  committee,  to  en- 
quire how  far  it  might  be  practicable  and  expe- 
dient to  confine  the  distilleries  of  the  United 
Kingdom  to  the  use  of  sugar  and  molasses  only ; 
and  also  what  other  provision  might  be  made  for 
the  relief  of  the  growers  of  sugar  in  the  British 
West-India  colonies. 

After  a  long  and  laborious  examination  of 
evidence,  the  committee  presented  four  reports 
to  the  House.  At  the  very  outset  the  committee 
ascertained  that  the  distress  was  "  as  urgent  as  it 
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was  severe,"  that  it  was  continually  growing 
greater,  and  that  there  was  do  prospect  of  it 
being  put  an  end  to  without  legislative  interference. 
The  first  report  was  wholly  dedicated  to  the  sub* 
ject  of  distillation  from  sugar,  and  it  recommend- 
ed the  restriction  for  England  and  Scotland,  hut 
not  for  Ireland,  there  being  circumstances  which 
rendered  it  not  advisable  to  extend  the  plan  to 
the  latter  country.  In  order  to  prevent  any 
injury  to  the  British  agricultural  interests,  it  was 
suggested  that  if,  in  pursuance  of  this  report,  any 
bill  were  brought  into  parliament,  it  ought  to 
contain  a  clause,  granting  to  the  King  in  council 
the  power  of  removing  the  suspension,  and  per* 
mitting  the  distilleries  to  carry  on  their  trade  in 
the  accustomed  manner. 

The  .other  reports  recommended  the  probi-  • 
bition  of  foreign  spirits  during  the  war,  or 
at.  least  a  heavy  increase  of  duty  upon  them ;  the 
granting  of  permission  to  the  colonists  to  barter 
sugar  and  coffee  with  the  Americans  for  the  sup- 
plies which  were  furnished  by  the  latter  people ; 
the  adoption  of  stronger  measures  to  interrupt  the 
intercourse  between  the  enemy's  colonies  and  the, 
United  States ;  and  a  reduction  of  the  prohibitory 
duties  on  the  importation  of  refined  sugar,  by 
which  means  the  loss  from  drainage,  amounting 
to  one-eighth  during  the  voyage,  would  be  saved, 
the  expense  of  freight  would  undergo  a  propor- 
tionablediminution,  and  the  planter  would  gain  the 
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materials  for  manufacturing  nearly  three  gallons 
©f  rum  from  every  hundred  weight  of  sugar  which 
he  refined.  The  prohibition  of  refining  their 
sugars,  to  which  the  planters  were  subjected,  was 
justly  described  as  an  oppressive  and  unjust  one, 
which  it  would  be  wise  to  do  away  with,  even  at 
the  cost  of  compensating  the  British  refiners  for 
whatever  injury  they  might  thereby  sustain.  In 
conclusion,  a  hint  was  thrown  out,  that  sugar  might 
perhaps,  be  usefully  employed  in  the  fattening  of 
cattle*  in  which  case  it  might  be  proper  to  allow 
a  drawback  on  the  quantity  so  employed;  but 
this  was  left  for  future  consideration,  a  sufficient 
number  of  experiments  not  having  yet  been  made 
to  enable  the  committee  to  form  a  correct  judge- 
ment. 

A  bill  for  materially  reducing  the  duty  on 
coffee  was  at  that  moment  before  the  House,  and. 
therefore  the  committee  did  not  think  it  necessary 
to  say  more  upon  that  head,  than  to  give  a  de>> 
cided  opinion  in  favour  of  the  measure,  as  being 
for  many  reasons,  a  measure  of  sound  policy. 
One  great  advantage  of  it  was  stated  to  be,  its 
having  a  tendency  to  add  to  the  security  of  the 
islands,  "  by  increasing  the  number  of  that  mid- 
dling class  of  white  settlers,  upon  whom  their 
defence  so  greatly  depends/'  The  bill  was  passed 
in  the  course  of  the  session.  One  great  effect  of 
it  has  been,  to  spread  through  every  rank  of  peo- 
ple the  use  of  a  salutary  beverage,  prepared  from; 
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an  article  cultivated  by  our  fellow  subjects ;  and 
in  so  far,  at  once  to  relieve  those  whom  we  ought 
to  regard  with  brotherly  feelings,  and  to  render 
us  less  tributary  to  the  most  insolent  and  worth- 
less nation  which   is  any  where  to  be  found 

throughout  the  wide  extent  of  the  continent  of 
Asia. 

Looking  at  the  peculiar  circumstances  in 
which  the  country  was  placed,  with  respect  to  its 
supply  of  grain,  it  would  seem  that,  setting  aside 
all  consideration  of  the  benefit  of  the  West-India 
planters,  the  substitution  of  sugar  for  corn  in  the 
distilleries  could  scarcely  fail  to  be  regarded  as  a 
politic  measure.     Great  Britain,  from  being  an 
extensive  exporter  of  grain,  had  become  so  large 
an  importer,  that  she  had  long  been  dependent 
upon  other  countries  for  an  average  annual  supply 
.  of  770,000  quarters,  a  state  of  things  which,  in 
various  ways,  had,  but  too  manifestly,  a  preju- 
dicial effect.     At  this  period,  in  particular,  the 
prospects  of  the  country,  as  to  that  article  of 
subsistence  which  has  emphatically  been  called 
the  staff  of  life,  were  by  no  means  of  a  pleasing 
kind.    There  was  no  surplus  on  hand,  but  rather 
an  absolute  deficiency  to  be  feared,  the  future 
crops  held  forth  no  promise  of  abundance,  and 
America,  one  of  our  main  resources,  had  sealed 
her  ports  by  an  embargo,  which  there  was  little 
reason  to  hope  would  be  speedily  removed.  Thus 
situated,  it  behoved  England  to  economize  as 
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much  as  possible;  and,  as  the  distilleries  eon 
wiped  yearly  470,000  quarters  of  grain,  it  ap- 
peared to  be  a  step  dictated  by  common  sense 
to  convert  this  quantity  into  food,  instead  of 
converting  it  into  a  moral  and  physical  poison ; 
the  more  especially  as  other  materials  for  making 
the  poison  were  at  hand,  and  might  be  employed 
with  infinite  advantage  to  a  numerous  and  meri- 
torious class  of  British  subjects.  In  this  case  it 
did  seem  that  no  party  would  be  injured ;  and 
that  one  party  at  least  would  have  cause  to  re- 
joice. The  farmers  would  sell  their  grain  to  the 
baker  instead  of  to  the  distiller ;  the  people  would 
be  more  assured  of  a  supply  of  bread;  the 
drinkers  of  spirits  would  still  enjoy  their  ac- 
customed Circean  cup ;  the  West-India  planters 
would  be  somewhat  relieved  from  the  heavy 
pressure  which  bent  them  to  the  earth ;  and  the 
revenue,  always  careless  of  life  and  morals  when 
its  own  interest  is  not  at  stake,  would  have  no 
defalcation  to  fear  from  the  drying  up  of  that 
which  is,  unfortunately,  one  of  the  most  produc- 
tive of  its  often  impure  sources. 

So  thought  the  ministers,  but  so  did  not  think 
the  major  part  of  what  is  denominated  the  agri- 
cultural interest.  Among  the  farmers  and  landed 
proprietors  a  long  and  loud  clamour  was  imme- 
diately raised.  Had  the  bill,  which  suspended 
only  for  a  short  /period  the  distillation  from  corn, 
been  an  act  for  the  confiscation  of  their  estates, 
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they  could  scarcely  have  attacked  it  with  more 
determined  fury.  In  the  newspapers  it  was 
loaded  with  every  term  of  reproach  which  the 
memory  or  the  imagination  could  suggest 
County  meetings  were  called,  speeches,  wanting 
nothing  but  eloquence  and  argument,  were  made, 
and  petitions  were  sent  up  to  Parliament,  vehe- 
mently  deprecating  tfie  terrible  calamity  which 
was  about  to  be  inflicted.  In  the  House  of 
Commons  the  opposition  was  truly  formidable. 
In  the  first  instance,  the  motion,  for  going  into  a 
committee,  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  only 
fourteen ;  there  being  a  hundred  and  eight  dis- 
sentient members,  out  of  two  hundred  and  thirty 
who  voted.  In  every  stage  the  bill  had  to  con- 
tend against  a  pertinacious  resistance  from  pas* 
aion  and  prejudice,  and  in  several  divisions  the 
minority  was  unusually  numerous.  The  bill, 
nevertheless,  was  at*  length  carried  through  both 
Houses;  the  last  shaft  which  was  discharged 
against  it  being  a  protest,  bearing  the  names  of 
the  Earls  of  Lauderdale,  Selkirk,  and  Suffolk, 
and  by  no  means  remarkable  for  either  accuracy 
cif  reasoning,  or  beauty  of  language.  In  suc- 
ceeding years  of.  scarcity  the  bill  was  re- 
enacted,  and  without  producing  any  one  of  those 
direful  evils  which  had  been  so  confidently  pre* 
dieted,  as  the  Certain  consequence  of  its  being 
suffered  to  exist. 

The  debates  on  subjects  connected  with  the 
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West  Indies  have,  since  that  period,  been  "  few 
apd  far  between ;"  nor  would  it  much  interest  the 
reader  to  enter  into  an  analysis  of  discussions 
which  involved  no  great  principle,  and  led  to  no 
important  result.  The  colonial  offices'  bill, 
which  was  brought  in  by  Mr.  Golbourn,  in  the 
year  1814,  gave  occasion  to  one  of  the  sharpest 
of  these  minor  contests.  Its  declared  object  was 
"  to  prevent  the  granting  in  future  any  patent 
place  to  be  exercised  in  any  colony  or  plantation 
for  any  longer  term  than  during  such  time  as  the 
grantee  should  discharge  the  duty  in  person,  and 
behave  well  therein."  It  was,  however,  vigo- 
rously opposed  by  Mr.  Creevey,  and  some  other 
members  of  the  opposition,  as  being,  in  reality, 
a  mere  delusion  and  cheat,  intended  to  sanctify 
all  abuses  against  a  bill  of  reform,  which  was 
passed  in  the  twenty-second  year  of  his  Majesty's 
reign.  Two  divisions  took  place,  but  the  bill 
was  finally  agreed  to  by  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment. 
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Hurricane  at  St.  Christopher's. — Inundation  at  Barba- 
dos*— Hurricanes  at  the  Bahamas. — Hurricanes 
in  1804,  1806,  1813,  1815,  1816  and  1818.— 
Eruption  of  the  Souffriere. — Fires  at  Grenada, 
Montego  Bay,  Puerto  cPEspana,  Castries,  and  Port 
Royal. — Intended  insurrection  at  Tobago. — Mutiny 
at  Dominica.— Plot  in  Trinidad. — Mutiny  at  Fort 
Augusta. — Conspiracy  frustrated  in  Jamaica ;  and 
in  Martinico. — Maroon  war  in  Dominica.— Insur- 
rection in  Barbadoes* 


We  have  now  nearly  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  history  of  the  British  West  Indies.  Hav- 
ing gone  through  the  principal .  divisions  of  the 
subject,  there  only  remains  to  give  a  brief  account 
of  tho§e  remarkable  occurrences  which,  from  na- 
tural or  moral  causes,  took  place  in  the  colonies, 
during  the  period  of  the  last  quarter  of  a  century. 
This  chapter,  therefore,  will  be  entirely  of  a  mis- 
cellaneous nature ;  narrating,  firstly,  the  most 
important  of  those  events  over  which  man  had, 
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and  can  have,  no  control ;  and,  secondly,  those 
which  were  wholly  occasioned  by  his  negligence, 
or  his  crimes.  To  the  first  class  belong  hurri- 
canes, inundations,  earthquakes,  volcanic  erup- 
tions ;  to  the  second,  conflagrations,  mutinies  and  ' 
insurrections. 

Hurricanes  have,  at  all  periods,  been  the 
scourge  of  the  greatest  part  of  the  islands  of  the 
West  Indies.     Desisting  sometimes,  for  many 
years,  from  their  terrific  ravages,  they  seem,  at 
length,  to  recommence  them  with  a  fury  and 
perseverance  proportioned  to  the  duration  of  time 
which  they  have  remained  inactive.     Such  was 
the  case  in  1780;  and  such  has  been  the  case 
since  the  year   1 8 1 3.    In  the  latter  instance, 
however,  the  interval  of  quiet  which  they  left  to 
the  colonists  was  far  shorter  than  it  was  in  the 
former :  in  the  one,  it  was  only  twelve  years ;  in 
the  other,  it  was  more  than  twice  that  number  of 
years ;  there  being  no  hurricane,  of  any  serious 
consequence,  between  the  years  1744  and  1772. 
But  it  was  in  1 780  that  the  series  of  hurricanes 
commenced,  which,  with  the  exception  of  two 
seasons,  spread  dismay  and  ruin  through  the 
colonies,  for  the  space  of  seven  years.    It  will  be 
seen,  in  the  course  of  this  narrative,  that  similar 
events  are  now  occurring,  and  nearly  in  a  similar 
order. 

In  August,  1793,  St.  Christopher's  experi- 
enced a  visitation  of  this  kind,  which  did  consfe 


COLONIAL  EVENTS.  69 

derable  mischief  both  to  the  shipping  and  the 
plantations.  Antigua  was  the  next  island  which 
felt  the  fury  of  the  elements.  The  hurricane 
came  on  there  on  the  evening  of  the  eighteenth 
of  August,  1795,  and  lasted  till  the  following 
morning.  Some  houses  were  blown  down,  several 
vessels  in  the  harbour  were  driven  on  shore,  and 
much  injury  was  done  to  the  country. 

In  the  succeeding  year,  Barbadoes  sustained 
a  heavy  loss  from  a  rain  far  exceeding  in  violence 
that  which  accompanied  the  tempest  of  the  year 
1780.     This  rain  began  on  the  eighth  of  No- 
vember, and  fell  profusely  during  the  whole  of 
the  night.      But,  at  seven  o'clock  on  the  rtext 
morning,  it  increased  in  such  a  manner,  that  it 
seemed  as  if  the  heavens  had  burst,  and  were 
pouring  down  all  their  weight  of  waters.     It  con- 
tinued to  descend  thus,  without  a  moment's  in- 
termission, for  four  and  twenty  hours;  during 
all  which  time  not  two  seconds  elapsed  without 
the  most  vivid  flashes  of  lightning  and  tremendous 
peals  of  thunder.    The  gully,  as  it  is  called, 
which  runs  through  Bridgetown,  and  falls  into 
tbe  sea  in  Carlisle  bay,  was  quickly  filled  ;  and, 
meeting  with  a  spring  and  flowing  tide,  the  mass 
of  waters  carried  away  both  the  bridges,  and 
spread  into  the  town,  where,  in  many  places,  it  was 
five  feet  deep.     Some  of  the  inhabitants  escaped 
by  wading,  others  on  horseback ;  even  the  horses 
being  under  the  necessity  of  swimming.    The 


^0  COLONIAL  EVENTS. 

town  itself  would  probably  have  been  swept  away 
had  not  the  gully  opened  over  the  fields  a  new 
passage  to  the  sea,  for  a  part  of  its  contents ; 
in  doing  which  it  hollowed  out,  across  the  road, 
a  gulf  forty  feet  in  width  and  ten  or  twelve  in 
depth.  The  roads  throughout  the  island  were 
entirely  broken  up,  and  the  plantations  were 
greatly  damaged,  many  of  them,  for  an  extent  of 
several  miles  being  inundated,  and  the  negro 
houses  and  other  small  buildings  being  entirely 
covered. 

The  Bahamas  next  felt  the  fury  of  the  devas- 
tator of  the  Western  islands.  No  hurricane  had 
occurred  in  the  Bahamas  for  eight  years,  and  the 
season  of  1796  had  passed  over  so  favourably, 
that  the  inhabitants  were  induced  to  hope  that, 
that  year  also  would  be  as  free  from  danger  as 
those  which  had  preceded  it.  So  confident  were 
they  that  this  would  be  the  case,  that  the  coast- 
ing trade  of  their  perilous  shores  was  carried  on 
without  any  interruptions,  and  without  any  pre- 
cautions. They  were,  however,  soon  undeceived. 
In  the  afternoon  of  the  third  of  October,  the 
storm  began,  and  it  raged,  with  scarcely  any 
interval,  till  the  ensuing  morning.  The  break 
of  day  disclosed  a  distressing  scene.  The  land 
was  covered  with  the  marks  of  havoc,  but  the  sea 
presented  a  still  more  shocking  spectacle.  Of 
all  the  ships  which,  on  the  evening  before,  had 
crowded  the  harbour  of  Nassau,  only  three  re- 
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mained  afloat.  The  Narcissus  ship  of  war  was 
stranded  on  Long  Key,  the  Porcupine  was  dis- 
masted, numerous  vessels  and  boats  were  sunk 
or  driven  ashore,  and  the  margin  of  the  sea  was 
thickly  strewn  with  wrecks  of  all  descriptions. 

But,  terrible  as  this  hurricane  was,  it  was  far 
less  so  than  that  which  took  place  at  Nassau  on 
the  S8d  of  July,  1801.  The  latter  came  on 
about  noon,  from  between  the  east  and  north, 
with  such  violence,  that,  though  their  masts  were 
struck,  their  anchors  down,  and  every  means  was 
used  to  keep  them  to  their  moorings,  the  whole 
of  the  vessels  in  the  harbour  broke  loose,  and 
were  driven  on  the  strand.  The  masts  of  many 
of  them  were  snapped  asunder  by  the  wind,  with 
as  much  facility  as  if  they  had  been  composed  of 
reeds.  At  three  o'clock  the  wind  veered  to  the 
eastward,  and  the  spray  of  the  sea  rose  in  such 
clouds  that  objects  at  a  short  distance  were  ren- 
dered invisible.  As  the  tide  ebbed,  the.  wind 
changed  to  the  south ;  but,  fortunately,  the  town, 
being  protected  by  the  hills  in  that  quarter,  did 
not  sustain  as  much  injury  as  it  otherwise  would 
have  sustained.  Southward  of  fort  Montague, 
the  sea  made  a  breach  through  the  sand  hills, 
and  filled,  to  the  depth  of  several  feet,  the  valley 
to  the  west.  At  sun-set  the  hurricane  died  away ; 
nothing  of  it  remaining  but  a  fresh  gale.  On  the 
land  the  damage  dope  in  the  course  of  a  few 
hours  was  very  great.     At  sea  the  amount  of  it 
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was  not  less  than  one  hundred  thousand  pmtok* 
Independently  of  the  ships  which  were  sunk*  awl 
those  which  were  crushed  by  striking  agoinfe teach 
other,  a  femtidred  and  twenty  sail  were  counted  at 
one  time,  lying  as  wrecks  on  the  shore.  It  pro- 
videntially happened,  that  the  tide  had  ebbed 
before  the  wind  Went  round  to  the  soath;  and  had 
thus  left  the  vessels  upda  the  bfcafch.  The  oWfr 
sequences  would  otherwise  btxtt  been  of  the  ofcost 
disastrous  kind,  as  the  whole  of  the  ships  wdukl 
have  been  driven  to  sea ;  land,  in  all  jprobabitta^ 
disabled  as  they  were,  but  few  of  them  would 
have  escaped. 

Severe  as  these  htarricJmes  were,  the  effeete 
df  them  were  confited  to  one  particular  sptMk. 
In  1-S04,  a  toone  trennerfiddus  infliction  of  this 
kind  occurred,  which  included  in  its  sweep  all 
1  the  Windward  islands,  though  St  Christopher's 
was  the  colony  where  its  widest  ravages  fertk 
place.  It  commenced  on  the  fourth  of  Septem* 
ber,  and  blew  till  the  close  of  the  sixth,  without 
atiy  pafuse.  Antigua,  St.  Christopher's,  Dominica, 
Martinico,  St.  Thomas,  and  St  Bartholomew's, 
all  suffered  in  a  greater  or  less  degree.  Two 
hundred  and  seventy-four  vessels  are  said  to  have 
perished.  Stich  was  the  destruction,  that  a  ship 
from  Surinam  sailed  for  three  days  through  the 
floating  fragments  of  the  wrecks.  Nor  were 
the  horrors  of  the  storm  experienced  only  within 
the  limits  of  the  West-Indian  islands.     They 
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were  feft  as  heavily  on  the  toast  oif  Carolina,  on 
the  eighth  of  September^  At  Charlestoa  the 
lose  sustained  wtfs  to  the  amount  of  a  million  of 
dollars ;  and  at  Savannah,  and  many  other  towns 
and  places,  the  devastation  was  nearly  if  not  quite 
.  as  extensive.  Around  Savannah  the  trees  were 
torn  up  by  the  roots ;  and  in  the  harbour,  every 
vessel  thai;  was  not  buried  in  the  waves,  was 
thrown  upon  the  wharfs. 

Dominica  had  its  share  of  this  widespread* 
ing  calamity*  Two  years'  after,  however,  it  was 
the  sole  sufferer  from  a  hurricane  of  equal  fury* 
On  the  ninth  of  September,  1806,  the  sky  be- 
came totally  overcast ;  about  seven  in  the  even* 
ing  the  lightning  began  to  dash,  and  heavy '  gusts 
of  mod  arose,  which  increased  in  strength  till  tea 
o'clock,  when  the  rain  poured  down  in  torrents* 
and  every  vessel  in  the  harbour,  to  the  number  of 
sixteen,  was  either  sunk  in  the  waves  or  driven 
ashore.  The  whole  of  the  barracks  on  Morae 
Bruce,  and  nearly  the  whole  of  those  on  Morae 
Cabrit,  were  carried  away,  and  a  hundred  and 
sixteen  persons  were  killed  or  wounded.  In 
Roseau  and  its  vicinity  a  hundred  and  thirty-one 
persons,  and  in  the  estates  along  the  coast,  two 
hundred  and  ten  persons  shared  the  same  fate. 
Every  plantation  on  die  windward  coast  of  the 
island  from  the  river  Tabarie  to  Cape  Morne 
Pais  Boache  was  nearly  destroyed,  and  all  the 
estates  round  .the  coast,  from  the  river  Tabarie 
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by  the  way  of  La  Soye,  received  considerable 
damage.  The  plantations  to  leeward  likewise 
fell  in  a  heavy  degree  the  ravages  of  the  storm. 
Every  house  from  the  river  Mahaut  to  Prince 
Rupert's  was  overthrown  or  seriously  injured, 
and  the  town  of  Portsmouth  was  laid  in  ruins. 

At  Roseau  the  greatest  mischief  was  done  by 
the  overflowing  of  the  river,  which  inundated  the 
town  in  all  directions,  every  house  which  ob- 
structed its  passage  being  thrown  down,  or  swept 
away  by  the  torrent.  "  No  pen,"  says  a  witness 
of  the  scene,  "  can  paint  the  horrors  of  that 
dreadful  night !  the  tremendous  noise  occasioned 
by  the  wind  and  rain — the  roaring  of  the  waters, 
together  with  the  shock  of  an  earthquake,  which 
was  sensibly  felt  about  midnight — the  shrieks  of 
the  poor  sufferers  crying  out  for  assistance— the 
terror  of  those  who  in  their  houses  heard  them, 
and  dared  not  open  a  door  or  window  to  give 
succour,  and  who  expected  momently  to  share 
the  same  fate,  formed  a  scene  which  can  hardly 
be  conceived,  and  is  still  more  difficult  to  be  de- 
scribed. Fortunately  for  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town,  and,  indeed,  for  the  whole  colony,  the 
force  of  the  wind  and  rain  abated  about  three 
o  clock  in  the  morning,  and  near  the  same  time 
the  water  began  to  fall ;  if  it  had  continued  an- 
other hour,  there  is  not  a  doubt  but  the  town 
would  have  been  entirely  destroyed. — The  spec- 
tacle which  presented  itself  on  the  return  of  day- 
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light*  was  horrid  beyond  every  power  of  descrip- 
tion, heaps  of  mud  and  sand,  (in  some  places 
five  or  six  feet  deep)  through  all  parts  of  the 
town — the  form  of  a  street  hardly  to  be  dis- 
cerned— two  large  streams,  oc  rather  torrents, 
running  through  the  midst  of  the  town — ruins  of 
houses  blown  down,  and  others  brought  down  by 
the  flood,  obstructing  every  passage — the  car- 
cases of  several  of  the  unfortunate  victims  of 
this  event  drawn  out  from  the  ruins,  and 
lying  in  the  streets — while  numbers,  almost  dis- 
tracted, were  searching  for  some  near  relation,  or 
friend^  who  had  perished  in  the  storm — the  lamen- 
tations of  those  who  had  lost  some  of  their  nearest 
and  dearest  connections,  joined  to  the  despair  of 
those  who  had  lost  their  little  all,  formed  alto- 
gether a  scene  fit  to  draw  tears  from  the  eyes  of 
the  most  unfeeling." 

After  this  violent  effort  of  the  elements  a  long 
pause  ensued.  It  was  not  till  the  year  1812 
that  the  West  Indies  felt  the  scourge  of  a  hurri- 
cane. In  the  October  of  that  year,  one  occurred 
at  Jamaica,  which  though  it  lasted  but  a  short 
time,  did  extensive  injury  to  the  plantations.  In 
18 IS  the  destroyer  reappeared,  and  with  increas- 
ed fury.  The  island  of  Dominica  was  the  first 
victim  of  the  returned  pest.  The  storm  began 
on  the  23d  of  July,  shortly  after  daylight,  and 
was  soon  at  its  height.  The  barracks  and  other 
buildings  at  Morne  Bruce,  including  the  hospital 
in  which  were  fifty  sick,  were  levelled  with  the 
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ground,  and  numbers  of  persons  were  killed  and 
wounded  by  their  fall,  or  blown  over  the  cliffs 
into  the  sea.    Those  at  Prince  Rupert's  and  at 
Cachecrou  were  equally  destroyed.    The  govern- 
ment house  on  King's  hill  was  prostrated,  with 
all  its  offices,  and  the  governor  and  his  family 
were  driven  into  the  fort  for  shelter.    Not  a  pub- 
lic building  escaped  uninjured  in  Roseau.     In  all 
parts  of  the  country  incalculable  mischief  was 
done ;  houses,  mills,  works,  canes,  coffee  planta- 
tions and  plantain-grounds,  being  either  wholly 
ruined,  or  severely  shattered.     In  addition   to 
these  horrors,  it  was  at  one  moment  feared  that 
the  town  of  Roseau  would  suffer  the  same  dread- 
ful fate  as  that  which  formerly  fell  upon  the  town 
of  Callao.     On  the  wind  veering  round  to  the 
eastward  and  southward,  the  sea  suddenly  rose  as 
high  as  the  sills  of  the  second  story  windows  on 
the  verge  of  the  bay ;  then,  thundering  along, 
shook    the   houses    to  their   foundations,   and 
rushed    up   more    than    a    hundred    and    fifty 
feet  above  high  water  mark,  sweeping  with  it, 
and  breaking  into  fragments,  all  the  small  craft 
which  it  found  in  its  progress.     Happily,  how- 
ever, no  other  damage  was  done  than  the  filling 
of  the  stores  and  cellars  with  water,  and  the 
carrying  away  of  the  front  walls  and  the  pillars 
of  the  galleries.     On  the  same  day  all  the  ship- 
ping at  St.  Christopher's  were  driven  on  shore, 
and  several  of  them  were  entirely  destroyed. 
The  Bermudas  next,  on  the  26th  of  July,  en 
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countered  the  pelting  of  the  pitiless  storm,  which 
was  rendered  more  striking  by  contrast,  the  day 
having  opened  with  the  most  delightful  coolness 
and  serenity.    The  severest  effect  of  it  was  frit 
at  St.  George's.     It  continued  from  twelve  till 
five,  when  it  paused  for  an  hour,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  which  time  it  recommenced,  from  another 
point  of  the  compass,  and  raged  till  midnight,  when 
it  finally  ceased.    The  consequences  were  of  the 
most  lamentable  kind.    In  the  beautiful  and 
flourishing  town  of  St  George's  more  than  one- 
third  of  the  houses  were  beaten  to  the  ground, 
and  all  those  which  were  left  standing  were  in- 
jured in  various  degrees.     Hundreds  of  families 
were  reduced  to  beggary,  by  the  total  loss  of  all 
that  they  possessed.    In  the   harbour  of  St. 
George's  alone  more  than  sixty  sail  of  ships  were 
stranded,  and  many  were  sunk.    The  damage 
done  in  the  town  and  harbour  was  to  the  amount 
of  not  less  than  two  hundred  thousand  pounds ; 
and  other  parts  of  the  island  were  devastated  in  a 
terrible  manner.     In  order  to  afford  as  much 
relief  as  possible  to  the  sufferers,  sums  were 
voted  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  and  the  St.  Andrew's  Society,  and 
a  further  addition  was  made  by  a  liberal  subscrip- 
tion among  private  individuals. 

Jamaica  did  not  wholly  escape.  On  the  last 
day  of  July,  a  hurricane  blew  with  great  violence, 
driving  on  the  beach  several  vessels,  and  sinking 
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others,  in  the  harbours  of  Kingston  and  Port 
Royal,  and  doing  much  mischief  to  the  buildings 
on  shore.  During  the  storm,  a  shock  of  an 
earthquake  was  felt,  which,  though  a  severe  one, 
was  but  of  short  duration. 

Dominica  had  yet  something  more  to  endure, 
in  the  course  of  this  unfortunate  year.  On  the 
25th  of  August,  another  hurricane  occurred, 
which  was  attended  by  deluges  of  rain.  Thie 
river  speedily  rose  to  an  unwonted  height,  and, 
bursting  through  its  banks,  bore  down  trees  and 
every  thing  else  that  lay  in  its  course.  It  rushed 
into  the  town  of  Roseau  in  three  columns,  and, 
in  a  few  minutes,  a  large  part  of  the  town  was 
inundated  to  the  depth  of  ten  or  twelve  feet. 
The  avenues  were  choaked  up  with  trees,  lumber, 
sand  and  dead  fish ;  the  streets  were,  in  many 
places,  ploughed  up  into  furrows  of  ten  or  twelve 
feet  deep ;  the  provisions  which  were  spared  by  the 
wind  were  swept  away  by  the  flood ;  numbers  of 
the  houses  were  shaken  from  their  foundations,  and 
some,  of  a  less  massy  construction,  were  borne 
away  to  the  sea.  It  was,  however,  a  consolation, 
that  no  lives  were  lost  in  this  second  disaster. 

In  1815  a  part  of  Jamaica  was  again  devas- 
tated. On  this  occasion,  the  north  and  north- 
eastern districts  of  the  island  were  those  which 
suffered.  The  storm  occurred  in  October,  and 
its  effects  were  tremendous.  The  tepnpest  was 
accompanied  by  floods  of  rain,  more  mischievous 
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in  their  action  than  the  tempest  itself.  None  of 
the  oldest  inhabitants  had  ever  before  seen  the 
rivers  rise  to  such  an  amazing  height,  or  rush 
with  such  impetuous  velocity.  Houses,  buildings, 
wharfs,  whole  fields  of  canes,  and  in  many  places 
even  the  land,  were  swept  away  by  the  torrents, 
which  made  themselves  new  channels,  and  bore 
down  every  thing  before  them.  Many  negroes 
were  drowned,  an  immense  quantity  of  stock 
was  lost,  and  one-third  of  the  sugar  crop,  and  two- 
thirds  of  the  crop  of  coffee,  are  said  to  have  been 
destroyed. 

A  more  widely-spreading  hurricane  exercised 
its  destructive  fury,  on  the  2 1  st  of  October,  1817. 
At  the  same  moment  it  swept  over  a  space  of 
two  hundred  miles,  from  west  to  east,  from  St. 
Vibcent's  to  the  north  of  Dominica,  and  where- 
ever  it  passed  it  scattered  desolation.  Of  the 
British  islands,  St.  Lucia  and  Dominica  were 

0 

those  which  were  the  most  severely  injured.  At 
the  former  island,  houses,  barracks,  crops,  and 
vessels  were  involved  in  one  common  ruin.  The 
government  house  was  one  of  the  buildings  which 
was  blown  down,  and  the  governor,  General 
Seymour,  with  many  others,  perished  by  its  fall. 
Dominica  had  already  been  ravaged  by  a  storm 
on  the  15  th  of  September,  which  was  only  in- 
ferior to  that  of  the  year  1813;  and  now  this 
second  infliction  filled  up  the  measure  of  its  mis- 
fortunes.    The  blow  was  rendered  more  heavy 
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by  the  refusal  of  the  governor  to  suspend  the  pro- 
hibition of  opening  the  ports  to  provisions  frojn 
.  America.  The  House  of  Assembly  repeated  its 
request,  but  in  vain ;  the  governor  persisting  in 
his  refusal,  on  the  ground  that  his  orders  to 
the  contrary  were  imperative,  and  that  there  had 
net  been  shown  a  necessity  sufficiently  strong  to 
justify  him  in  violating  instructions  of  so  pe- 
remptory a  kind. 

Nor  is  the  melancholy  tale  yet  arrived  at  its 
close.  Even  at  the  moment  when  die  writer  is 
finishing  this  monotonous  and  gloomy  narrative, 
intelligence  is  arrived  that  Jamaica  and  Dominica 
btve  again  been  visited  by  hurricanes,  and  that  the 
latter  island  has  been  desolated  in  such  a  manner, 
as  to  m*ke  it  necessary  for  the  governor  to  grant 
permission  to  open  the  ports  for  the  admission 
of  supplies,  in  order  to  prevent  famine  from  being 
added  to  the  other  sufferings  of  the  colonists  of 
Dominica. 

From  the  still  more  terrible  visitation  of 
earthquakes  no  injury  has,  for  a  long  period  of 
time,  been  sustained  by  the  British  West-Indian 
islands.  Shocks  are,  indeed,  frequently  felt, 
strong  enough  to  spread  a  .momentary  alarm,  but 
not  strong  enough  to  destroy.  In  1797,  and 
again  in  the  latter  end  of  1 8 1 1  and  the  beginning 
of  1818,  they  were  more  numerous  and  more 
powerful  than  usual.  The  former  year  was  distin- 
guished by  that  tremendous  convulsion,  which, 
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in  South  America,  overturned  and  ingulphed 
populous  cities,  and  almost  changed  the  face  of 
whole  provinces.  On  the  day  after  that  on  which 
the  earthquake  commenced  in  the  provinces  of 
Tacunga,  Riobamba,  Ambato  and  Quito,  the 
effects  of  the  subterranean  commotion  began  to 
be  felt  in  the  West  Indies,  but  particularly  at  St* 
Christopher's.  The  shocks  were  continued  at 
intervals,  never  longer  than  a  week  between  each, 
for  several  months,  there  being  sometimes  a  hun- 
dred of  them  in  the  course  of  four  and  twenty 
hours.  They  ran,  for  the  major  part,  in  a  direc- 
tion from  east  to  west,  with  an  undulatory 
motion,  and  were  accompanied  by  a  rumbling 
noise  under  ground,  like  the  murmuring  of  distant 
thunder.  Some  moved  vertically,  with  sudden 
violence,  attended  by  a  series  of  abrupt  explosions, 
each  having  a  distinct  report,  similar  to  that  of  a 
cannon.  The  mighty  terrestrial  wave,  however, 
exhausted  all  its  fury  upon  the  devoted  continent, 
and  its  verge  only  shook,  without  injuring,  the 
chain  of  islands. 

The  second  instance  of  a  series  of  shocks, 
which  tras  in  the  years  181 1  and  18 IS,  was  also 
connected  with  the  desolation  of  a  part  of  the 
continent.  In  twelve  months,  previously  to 
May,*  1812,  more  than  two  hundred  shocks  were 
experienced  in  the  island  of  St.  Vincent's.  This 
•was  the  prelude  to  the  destruction  which  took 
place  throughout  the  province  of  Caracca*;  in 

VOL.  V.  Cr 


Sft  COLONIAL  EVENTS. 

which  province,  on  the  26th  of  March,  1812,  the 
capital  and  more  than  thirty  towns,  with  eighty 
thousand  inhabitants,  were  destroyed.  Some  por- 
tion at  least  of  the  West  Indies  would  probably 
have  shared  a  similar  fate,  had  not  the  imprisoned 
mischief  found  vent,  by  means  of  an  extraordinary 
occurrence,  which  is  now  to  be  described. 

Almost  every  island  in  the  West  Indies* 
particularly  those  of  which  the  land  is  most  ele- 
vated, has  the  vestige  of  a  volcano,  which  is 
called  by  the  English  "  The  Sulphur,"  and  by 
the  French,  "  Soufiriere."  Those  in  G  uadaloupe 
and  St  Lucia  occasionally,  though  faintly,  emit 
flames,  and  throw  out  ashes.  The  Souffriere  of 
St  Vincent's,  however,  is  die  most  majestic  oi 
them  all.  Its  altitude  is  three  thousand  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  sea,  and  the  crater,  which 
is,  or  rather  was,  on  its  side,  about  two-thirds  of 
the  way  to  the  summit,  exceeded  half  a  mile  in 
diameter,  and  was  between  four  and  five  hundred 
feet  in  depth.  In  the  centre  of  this  hollow  was 
a  conical  hill,  two  hundred  feet  in  diameter,  and 
three  hundred  in  height,  the  lower  half  of  which 
was  fringed  with  brushwood,  shrubs  and  vine* 
while  the  upper  was  strewed  with  virgin  sulphoa 
At  the  base  of  it  were  two  small  lakes ;  the  en* 
sulphureous  and  aluminous,  the  other  pure  abd 
tasteless.  From  the  fisures  of  the  cone  exuded 
a  thin  white  smoke,  occasionally  tinged  With  a 
light  bluish  flame.    This  was  the  only  mark  tbat 
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a&terraneous  fir§  u-as  still  io  wistontt  all  thfe 
spot;  there  teyipg  been  no  eruption  for  atom 
than  ninety  yew*.  Emgreens,  AeMref a,  arofnatk 
sfcruhs,  and  many  alpine  plan*?,  ckrthed  the  Ateep 
sides  pf  the  crater ;  and,  that  nothing  might  be 
mating  to  render  the  scene  fepfeetly  roflasafce, 
it  was  enlivened  by  the  singularly  metodtont 
notes  of  a  bird,  never  heard  in  any  other  part  of 
the  island,  and  which  was  generally  called,  and 
as  generally  believed  to  be,  invisible.  From  ka 
base*  to  nearly  its  apex,  the  mountain  was  covered 
by  an  exuberant  growth  of  forest  trees.  The 
whole  scenery  of  the  place  was,  indeed,  in  the 
highest  degree,  picturesque,  and  was  the  frequent 
resort  of  those  who  delighted  to  contemplate  the 
fceauties  of  nature.  Almost  to  the  vecy  hone 
when  it  was  destined  to  undergo  a  sudden  and 
fcefcderfol  change,  the  mountain  was  ascended  by 
parties  <A  curious  visitors,  who  perceived  no  other 
signs  of  the  approaching  tumult,  than  a  stronger 
emission  of  the  white  vapours  from  the  fissures 
of  Ae  conical  hill  at  the  bottom  of  the  crater. 

At  noon,  however,  on  the  27th  of  April,  1812, 
thirty-two  days  after  >the  destruction  of  •Canr^coas, 
a  «evere  concussion  *of  the  earth,  a  tremulous 
none  in  the  air,  and  the  bursting  forth  of  a  vast 
column  of  thick  black  ropy  smoke, from  the  cra- 
ter, announced  that  the  v&lcano  had  arisen  from 
its  denUiry  of  repose.  Volumes  of  aaody  gritty 
of  calcined  earth,  and  favMl^,  darkened 
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the  air  like  a  cataract  of  rain,  and  covered  the 
woods,  ridges  and  cane-pieces,  with  light  grey 
ashes,  resembling  snow  thinly  strewed  with  dust, 
which  speedily  destroyed  every  appearance  of 
vegetation.     For  three  days  all  these  symptoms 
continued  to  increase.     During  this  time  the  sun 
seemed  to  be  in  a  total  eclipse,  the  sea  was  dis- 
coloured, the  ground  bore  a  wintry  appearance 
from  the  thick  crust  of  fallen  ashes,  and  the  cat- 
tle were  starving  for  want  of  their  accustomed 
food.     On   the  30th,  at  noon,  the  column  of 
smoke  assumed  a  sanguine  hue,  rose  with  a 
livelier  motion,  and  dilated  itself  more  exten- 
sively, as  if  the  volcano  had  nearly  thrown  off  all 
its  terrene  obstructions.     The  noise  became  in-. 
cessant,  "  siiriilar  to  the  approach  of  thunder  still 
nearer  and  nearer,  with  a  vibration  that  affected 
the  feelings  and  hearing;"  the  Charaibs  fled 
from  their  houses  to  the  town,  and  the  negroes 
from  their  work,  and  the,  very  birds  were  beaten 
to  the  earth,  overpowered  by  the  sand  and  stones; 
which  were  projected  from  the  mountain.    Ah 
length  just  as  the  day  closed,  the  flame  hurst 
forth  pyramidically  from  the  crater.  The  thundeft 
now  grew  deafening,  and  electric  flashes,  some; 
like  rockets,  some  like  shells,  darting  in  all  direc- 
tions, and  in  all  forms,  illumined  the  dense  abet 
mighty  column  of  smoke,  which,  in  spite  of  the 
wind,  hung  immoveably  over  the  volcano.    In  a 
short  time,  the  lava  poured  out  on  the  north- 
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west  aide.    It  was  opposed  thane,  by  the  acclivity 
of  a  higher  point  of  land,  but,  being  driven  on  by 
fresh  accessions,  it  ascended  and  surmounted  the 
obstacle,  forming  the,  figure  V  in  a  torrent  of  fire, 
plunged  over  the  cliff,  carrying  down  rocks  and 
woods  in  its  course,  and  finally  precipitating  itself 
into  a  vast  ravine*  at  the  foot  of  Morne  Ronde* 
All  this  while,  large  globular  bodies  of  fire  were 
exploded  from  the  crater,  which  burst,  and  either 
fell  back  into  it,  or  among  the  surrounding  bushes, 
which  were  instantly  in  a  blaze.  In  about  four  hours 
the  torrent  of  lava  reached  the  sea ;  and  shortly 
after  another  stream  descended  eastward,  towards 
Rafcacca.    The  first  earthquake  which  had  yet 
been  felt  now  shook  the  island.    It  was  follow* 
ed  by  a  shower  of  cinders,  which  fell  like  hail  for 
two  hours,  and  this  was  succeeded  by  a  fall  of 
stones,  mingled  with  fire,  which  continued  fqr  ao 
hour.     Many  houses  were  set  on  fire,  many 
negroes  were  wounded,  and  some  were  killed; ; 
but,  happily,  the  weight  of  the  stones  bore  no 
proportion  to  their  magnitude,  or  the.  sufferers 
from  them  would  have  been  still  more  numerous 
than  they  were.     During  this  awful  period,  the 
cracklings  and  coruscations  from  the  volcano 
were  insufferably  loud  and  dazzling,  and,  "  earth- 
quake followed  earthquake  almost  momentarily, 
or  rather  the  whole  of  that  part  of  the  island  wa3 
in  a  continual  state  of  oscillatioij ; — not  agitated 
by  shocks,  vertical  or  horizontal ;  but  undulated 
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like  Crater  thafcai  in  a  bowl."  Thfas  the  rnbath 
tf  May  everted  in  thtedefcp&t  gtoottt|  flte  stt, 
ftttd  *e  isteftd  beifig  Wrapped  iui  milphtti^eMft 
dOud^  a«d  impeftetrkbte  bixe.  At  leag^  iti  tkfe 
lafternoon,  die  eruption  eeaied,  and  thfe'nibbritidh 
tank  gradually  hlto  a  soleton  sitenee.  The  Vol- 
daatt,  howfevtir,  itili  burned ;  atid  on  th*  biftth  ttf 
Jtaie,  it  again  gate  akirmkig  signs  ttif  atitiV&y  ; 
b^t  nothing  more  ^^r^  than  the  throwiHg  «^ 
of  la  quantity  of  stones  add  ashes,  tfhfch  fett  back 
into  the  Abyss  whence  Wiey  fcaitte*  '  i 

AH  the  former  beauty  of  the  Soufttere  toaij 

tif  bourse,  obliterated.    The  conical  motifet  dfe^ 

feppdafrfed,  attd  an  tixtttisive  lake  of  boiling  w*t&, 

^fadse  agisted  waves  ^rpetu^  thr^w  op  Vafet 

T$e*Wittes  of  btack  feand,  supplied  its  plaice*  hM 

bratefs  toefre  formed  to  the  north-east  end  sottto* 

%est  of  the  origfeal  Crater,  and  the  ftfce  Of  thfe 

Wdtotttairi  was  entirely  changed ;  the  asfcetat,  wttfete 

it  waa  formerly  rugged  and  precipitous,  bteifi£ 

Stfadfe  level  and  easy,  by  the  filling  up  of  nivittfe* 

and  the  tttioval  of  rocks.    The  WatKhttu  ttfti 

Rftlhaticfe  rivers  were  destroyed,  their  beds  being 

fitted  Up  by  the  floods  of  melted  lava.    It  was  tat 

§m  feared  that  the  island  would  be  rendered 

btov&i  by  the  ashefc  fchich  ky  on  4ls  stii&ge  «* 

a  cooeiderable  ttepth;  but  it  <does  not  toppw 

tfeat  they  Were  ultimfately  productive  of  fcrty 

fejufrious    efftefc       Barbaras  toototftbstanding 

ite  difelattcej  was  aho  covered  to  'the  d£pth  Of 
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five  inphes  with  the  same  substance ;  and  its  in- 
habitants;-  on  the  last  day  of  the  eruption,  ware 
terrified' by  the  coming  on  of  such  utter  darkness 
that  they  were  unable  to  perceive  their  hands 
when  they  held  them  up  to  their  faces.  This 
darkness  continued  of  the  same  intensity  for  lour 
hoars  and  a  half,  and  then  slowly  decreased. 

From  disaster©  arising  out  of  the  order  of 
nature,  and  eventually,  perhaps,  beneficial  in  their 
consequences,  we  must  now  turn  to  those  which 
are  brought  by  man  upon  himself,  and  which 
unlike  natural  disasters,  seldom  allow  him  to 
draw  from  them,  in  toe  end,  the  cqpsoling  refleo 
lion  that  present  good  has  arisen  from  past  evil* 
hk  ifee  latter  class  of  eTiis/ conflagrations  hold  an 
eminent  place. 

The  fii&t  event  of  this  kind,  which  comes 
within  the  scope  of  this  sveck  occurroi  in  Grenada, 
on  (the  1.5th  of  May,  1792.  It  broke  mt  in  the 
Carenage,  just  as  the  evening  gun  was  fired  from 
ftichmond  heigjiis.  jfi  sljgfat  explosion  aanounced 
it,  which  was  fallowed  by  the  bursting  .forth  of  a 
large  column  of  6re  from  the  joof  of  a  house  her 
tanging  to  Messrs  S*ott  and  Tale.  Though  asr 
eistaaoe  was  promptly  obtained,  yet,  the  houses 
tefcg  chiefly  of  wood,  dried  by  the  intense  heat 
of  the  climate,  and  the  place  where  the  fire  began 
being  unfortunately  to  windwsjd,  the  flames 
spread  with  an  inconceivable  rapidity.  They 
extended  their  ramges  for  two  hundred  yards, 
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till  they  were  brought  toaeatfiLnd  by.  the;  pulling 
down  of  a  wooden  building,!  and  the;  obstacle 
which  was  opposed  to  them  by  a  stone  one* 
Unfortunately,  the  wind  now.  veered  round,  and 
directed  the  fire  to  the  other  side  of  the  way, 
which,  notwithstanding  the  street  was  between 
twenty,  and  thirty  yards  wide,. was  instantly  in 
a  blaze.  Here  die  destruction  was  equal,  and 
though  several  houses. were  blown  up  to  arrest 
the  flames,  they  continued  their  devouring  course, 
till  they  were  at  length  stopped  by  the  stone* 
work  of  the  gaol.  The  damages  on  this  occasion 
was  immense ;  large  quantities  of  property  hav- 
ing been  destroyed,  and  many  thousand  pounds 
worth  of  cotton,  rum/ and  other  colonial  articles 
tumbled  into  the  sea,  the  shore  of  which,  on  the 
preceding  morning,  appeared  as  if  strewed  with 
wrecks  by  a  tremendous  storm. 

Montego  Bay,  in  Jamaica,  was  the  next 
place  which  suffered  by  a  calamity  of  this  kind. 
In  the  beginning  of  June,  1795,  afire  broke  out  in 
North  Street.  It  was  occasioned  by  the  sparks 
which  flew  from  a  forge  among  the  straw  of 
-some  packages.  With  such  fury  did  it  rage 
that,  in  a  very  short  time,  it  extended  itself  in 
every  direction,  involving  Harbour  Street,  North 
Street,  West  Street,  South  Street,  the  wharfs* 
and  part  of  Market  Street,  in  one  common  ruin. 
Nor  could  it  be  checked  but  by  the  blowing  up 
of  the  Court  house,  and  several  other  buildings. 
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So  swiftly  did  the  .flames  spread  through  thenar* 
row  streets,  and  so  intolerable  was  the  heat  of 
them,  that  three  engines  out  of  four  were  aban- 
doned by  the  workmen,  who  were  unable  to  re- 
move them.  One  hundred  and  ten  of  the  best 
bouses  in  the  town  were  levelled  with  the  ground. 
A  hundred  and  fifty-five  hogsheads  and  fifteen 
tierces  of  sugar,  a  hundred  puncheons  of  rum, 
and  an  incalculable  quantity  of  plantation  stores, 
were  either  burnt  on  the  wharf,  or  lost  by  being 
precipitated  into  the  sea.  The  pecuniary  injury 
which  was  done  was  estimated  at  not  less 
than  between  three  and  four  hundred  thousand 
pounds. 

A  liberal  subscription  was  immediately  raised 
for  the :  sufferers  by  the  colonists  of  Jamaica. 
The  inhabitants,  also,  wisely  availed  themselves 
of  this  opportunity  to  improve  their  town.  They 
^widened  and  straightened  some  of  the  streets, 
opened  new  ones,  and  took  the  proper  steps  for 
the  promotibg  of  health  and  safety.  Montego  , 
Bay  arose  more  flourishing  and  beautiful  from  out 
of  its  ashes,  and  it  remained  uninjured  till  the 
month  of  June,  1 808,  when  it  was  again  threat- 
ened with  destruction  by  the  hostile  element.  A 
fire  broke  out,  in  the  centre  of  Church, Street, 
•which  consumed  nearly  the  whole  of  that  street, 
and  of  Market  Street,  with  part  of  Cornwall  and 
other  streets.  By  dint  of  exertion,  however, 
aided  by  the  improvements  which  had  been  made, 
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k  was  put  ft  stop  to*  before  it  had  spread  desola- 
tion as  widely  as  on  the  first  occasion.  The 
damage  done  was,  nevertheless,  considerable  j 
the  greatest  part  of  the  goods  recently  imported 
having  been  lost  in  the  flames. 

In  the  same  year,  the  town  of  Puerto 
d'Espana,  in  the  island  of  Trinidad,  was  likewise 
burned  to  the  ground ;  an  event  which  has  been 
already  narrated  in  one  of  tbe  preceding  chapters 
of  these  volumes.  ' 

Castries,  the  capital  of  St.  Lucia,  watequally 
unfortunate.  The  conflagration  commenced  on 
tbe  night  of  the  sixth  of  April,  18  Id,  in  a  small 
negro  hut,  on  the  north  side  of  the  town.  1% 
unluckily  happened,  that  the  wind  blew  so  strong 
from  that  quarter,  that  it  was  impossible  to  stop 
tbe  progress  of  the  flames,  or  even  to  save  more 
than  a  very  small  portion  of  the  property  of  the 
inhabitants.  Castries  was,  in  a  short  time,  re- 
duced to  a  heap  of  smoking  rains. 

Jamaica  was  tbe  scene  of  die  last  crept  of 
this  kind  which  remains  to  be  noticed.  In  no 
part  of  the  West  Indies  is  there  &  town  winch, 
during  a  long  course  of  years,  has  been  so  singu* 
forty  unfortunate  as  that  of  Port  RoyaL  Earth* 
quakes,  hurricanes  and  fires  have  combined  to 
reduce  it  from  a  state  of  wealth  and  splendour  to 
a  state  of  comparative  iusigniflcanoe.  The  latest 
infliction  of  this  kind  which  it  sustained  was  from 
a  fins,  on  the  l$th  of  July,  18 15,  which  broke 
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but  ill  a  negro  yard  in  Gatiaon  Street,  and  quickly 
oomrtutricnted  to  die  surrounding  buildings.  The 
wind  was  high,  and,  in  about  half  an  hour,  the 
burniitg  materials  haying  been  Waited  mall  direc- 
tions, the  town  was  iti  flames  in  several  parts. 
The  doftflagmtkm  raged  for  several  hours;  nor 
tjid  it  cease  till  it  had  nearly  demolished  this  ill- 
fated  placet  The  dock  yard  wes  saved*  though 
**ith  dxtremfe  difficulty.  This,  the  fort,  the-  bar- 
racks, the  hospital*  the  ch&rch*  and  a  few  bouses, 
were  all  of  Port  Royal  thai  escaped  from  the  de* 
vastating  flames*  ^Greatly  to  their  bonoury  the 
Boerehants  and  planters  of  Jamaica  lost  not* 
moment  in  Setting  on  foot  a  subscription  for  the 
rtlief  of  the  sufferers,  and  k  was  filled  with  Spirit 
and  liberality,  the  6tim  subscribed  «t  Kingston 
aibnte*  in  only  five  day^  felling  little  short  of 
elfeven  thousand  poutids. 

Tto  cbntemplate  the  calamities  which  arise 
fooih  phygibal  causes  is*  no  doubt,  a  painful  ta&k ; 
but  it  is  a  stHl  tnore  painful  one  to  contemplate 
those  evils  which  have  their  origin  in  mural 
Cause*.  In  witnessing,  or  in  meditating  Upon; 
bohrficaties,  earthquakes*  or  conflagrations,  there 
is  nothing  which  inspires  4  humiliating  idea* 
notbibg  which  makfcs  mta  turn  with  disgust  from 
his  fellow  man;  sndh  acenes,  on  the  contn*^ 
aire  tndcalatgd  at  once  to  soften  and  to  elevate 
the  taund,  and  to  link  the  human  race  more 
fctesely  together  by  the  ties  of  sympathy :  but 
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the  sight,  or.  the  narrative,  of  mutinies  and  civil 
slaughter  gives' birth  only  to  emotions  of  doubt* 
or  anger,  or  abhorrence,  and  compels  man, 
which  ever  party  he  may  espouse,  to  regard  some 
portion  or  other  of  his  fellow-creatures  with  feel* 
ings  of  a  contemptuous  or  of  a  revengeful  kind. 
To  subjects  of  the  latter  ungrateful  nature  our 
attention  must,  however,  now  be  directed. 

It  has  already  been  mentioned,  in  the  de- 
scription of  the  newly  ceded  colonies,  that,  a 
short  time  previously  to  the  peace  of  Amiens,  an 
insurrection  was  on  the  point  of  breaking  out  in 
the  island  of  Tobago*    This  insurrection  was  in- 
tended to  take  place  on  the  night  of  Christmas, 
1801,  and  the  signal  was  to  be  the  setting  fire  to 
the  canes  nearest  to  the  dwelling-house  of  each 
estate.    It  was  hoped  that  the  appearance  of  the 
flames  would  induce  the  whites  to  hasten  to  the 
spot,  and  that  they  might  then  be  murdered  with 
little  difficulty.     The  carnage  was  designed  to 
extend  not  only  to  the  planters,  but  also  to  such 
of  the  negroes  as  refused  to  join  the  standard  of 
revolt.     The  intended  insurgents  were  several 
thousands  in  number,  while  all  the  force  which 
Brigadier-general  Carmichael  could  muster  did 
not  exceed  two  hundred  soldiers.     Luckily  he 
obtained  a  knowledge  of  the  plot,  just  when  it 
was  on  the  point  of  being  carried  into  execution, 
and  his  presence  of  mind  enabled  him  to  frustrate 
the  plans  of  the  conspirators  without  danger,  and 
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•without  any  shocking  effusion  of  human  blood. 
Having  seized  thirty  of  the  ringleaders,  he  or- 
dered one  of  them  to  be  hanged  at  daybreak  the 
next  morning,  on  the  signal  staff*  and  the  body 
to  be  thirty  times  lowered  ■  and  re-elevatdd)  a 
signal  gun  being  fired  at  each  elevation.  The 
insurgents,  who  at  a  distance  witnessed  the  exe- 
cution, were  thus  led  to  believe  that  one  of  their 
chiefs  perished  at  each  fresh  raising  of  the  body-; 
and  the  salutary  effect  of  this  belief  was,  that, 
supposing  themselves  to  be  left  without  a  leader, 
they  surrendered  or  dispersed.  For  his  fkmnfess? 
and  wisdom  on  this  occasion,  Brigadier-general 
Carmichael  deservedly  received  the  thanks  of  the 
colonial  legislature,  together  with  the  gift  of  & 
sword. 

Not  so  bloodless  was  the  result  of  a  mutiny 
which,  a  few  months  subsequently  to  this  event,' 
occurred  at  Prince  Rupert's  in  Dominica.  -  ThW 
mutiny  broke'  out  on  the  ninth  of  April,  1802/ 
and,  on  manv  accounts,  excited  the  most  serial 
alarm,  not  only  in  the  colony  where  it  happened;' 
but  likewise  in  the/neighbouring  islands.  It  was! 
entered  into  by  the  whole  of  the  eighth  West- 
India  regiment;  one  of  those  regiments  which 
consisted  entirely  of  blacks.  No  previous  corn- 
plaints  had,  it  seems,  been  made  by  any  of  the 
individuals  which  composed  it ;  but  it  was  sub- 
sequently ascertained  that  the  grievances,  which 
they  alleged  as  the  cause  of  their  revolt,  were 
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tonm  deficiency  in  tbw  6>o4»  ft»»*  delay  to  tbe 

issuing  of  their  pay,  their  having  been  employed 
to  collect  wood  for  the  benefit,  as  they  imagined, 
of  their  officers,  find,  still  more,  their  having  been 
ordered  to  drain  a  morass,  which  latter  occupa- 
tipn  would,  they  feared,  he  exceedingly  toilsome, 
and  a  work  of  time.  It  is  probable,  however, 
that  all  this  would  not  have  been  sufficient  to 
Stimulate  them  to  tbe  desperate  measure  of  a 
mutiny,  had  they  not  been  further  irritated  by 
a  false  and  wicked  report  that  they  were  to  be 
sold  for  slaves.  On  those  who  practically  knew 
what  it  wa$  to  be  slaves,  and  what  it  was  to  he 
free,  such  a  report  could  not  fail  to  he  productive 
of  a  terrible  effect.  It  was  a  lighted  match  to  a 
charged  mine. 

The  explosion  hurst  forth  by  the  mutineers 
falling  upon  their  officers,  the  majority  of  whom 
tftty  murdered  in  the  most  barbarous  manner, 
qnly  two  of  them  being  spared.  It  was  not  till 
the  next  day  that  tbe  news  of  this  catastrophe 
was  received  at  Roseau.  The  governor,  Colonel 
Cochrane  Johnstone,  instantly  collected  all  the 
militia  and  regulars  who  were  at  hand,  and  db-> 
patched  them  by  sea  to  Prime  Rupert's,  whilfc 
he  called  in  reinforcements  from  more  distant 
quarters.  He  himself  sailed  on  the  eleventh,  and 
arrived  at  Prince  Rupert's  on  the  evening  of  the 
sfcme  day.  The  troops  which  he  >had  sent  for* 
ward,  joined  with  the  marines  of  some  ship*  of 
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war  which  were  in  the  bay,  hud  already  been  en- 
gaged in  skirmishing  with  the  mutineers,  and  had 
succeeded  in  compelling  them  to  keep  within  the 
limits  of  the  post  A  parley  had  also  been 
-  entered  into,  and  terms  proposed.  The  negoti- 
ation was  now  continued,  and  it  was  at  length 
agreed  that  the  mutinous  blacks  -should  lay  down 
their  arms.  When  the  governor  entered,  with 
five  hundred  men,  to  receive  their  submission,  he 
found  them  drawn  up  on  the  parade  with  their 
two  surviving  officers  in  front.  He  then  ordered 
them  to  ground  their  muskets,  under  pain  of 
being  attacked ;  but,  instead  of  yielding  xabedi- 
ence  to  this  order,  they  seized  their  arms,  and 
prepared  to  resist  A  heavy  fire  was  immedi- 
ately poured  in  upon  them,  and  a  furious  contest 
ensued,  which,  however,  was  a£  short  duration* 
The  revolters  were  speedily  broken,  and  they 
took  flight  in  all  directions.  Some  scrambled 
up  the  outer  cabrit,  others  fled-  up  the  inner  ene, 
and,  as  they  rati  along  the  line  on  the  ridge,  they 
fired  the  cannon  there  upon  their  pursuers,  and 
then  threw  themselves  headlong,  down  the  preci- 
pitous rocks.  In  half  an  hour  the  mutiny  was  at 
an  end.  Sixty  of  the  Mutineers  were  killed, 
and  three,  hundred  and  seventy,  among  whom 
were  forty  wounded,  were  made  prisoners.  A 
very  few  eseaped  into  the  woods  and  mountains. 
The  fast  of  the  whites  was  four  slain,  and  twenty* 
four  wounded. 
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Several  of  the  most  criminal  of  the  offender* 
were  executed ;  but,  in  announcing  these  events 
to  the  public,  the  governor  deemed  it  just,  or 
politic,  to  assure  the  West-India  regiments  that 
his  confidence  in  their  fidelity  remained  unshaken; 
and  that  he  was  convinced  that  they  would  join 
with  him  in  abhorrence  of  the  cruel  murders 
which  their  late  comrades  had  committed. 

Trinidad,  towards  the  close  of  the  year  1805, 
narrowly  escaped  from  being  the  scene  of  a  san- 
guinary tragedy.  The  blacks  in  that  island,  en- 
couraged, doubtless,  by  the  success  of  their  sable 
brethren  in  St.  Domingo,  formed  a  plan  to  ren- 
der themselves  masters  of  the  colony,  by  the 
atrocious  means  of  a  general  massacre  of  the 
white  inhabitants.  They  are  said  to  have  made 
all  the  municipal,  judicial,  and  other  arrange- 
ments for  their  new  government,  and  to  have 
befen,  for  a  long  while,  occupied  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  military  force.  Happily,  however,  their 
scheme  was  discovered  in  time  to  prevent  the- 
conspirators  from  making  any  attempt  to  carry 
it  into  execution.  Martial  law  was  proclaimed; 
the  most  rigorous  measures  were  taken  to  provide 
for  the  safety  of  the  island,  and  a  severe  punish* 
ment  was  promptly  inflicted  on  the  ringleaders 
of  the  projected  revolt. 

That  the  employment  of  negroes  as  soldiers 
was  not  without  danger,  had  airfeady!bten  proved 
by  the  melancholy  event  which  occurred  in  Do* 
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nrinica.  A  fresh  proof  was  now  given  in  the 
island  of  Jamaica.  About  the  latter  end  of  Au- 
gust, 1808,  fifty-four  Chamba  and  Koromantyn 
negroes,  who  bad  been  purchased  to  serve  in  the 
colonial  corps,  broke  out  into  mutiny  at  Fort  Au- 
gpsta,  while  under  drill,  and  massacred  two  of 
their  officers,  Major  Darley  and  Lieutenant  Ellis, 
who  rode  up  to  them  to  enquire  into  the  cause  of 
the  tumult.  They  were  speedily  chastised  for  their 
disobedience  and  barbarity.  Fifteen  of  them  were 
killed  on  the  spot,  five  were  wounded*  and  seven 
were  afterwards  executed.  The  reason  which  they 
assigned  for  their  conduct  was,  that  they  were 
too  often  driUed,  and  that  they  were  desirous  of 
returning  to  their  native  country.  It  was  a  con- 
solatory circumstance  that  this  mutiny  was  con- 
fined to  the  new  recruits,  and  that  the  second 
West-India  regiment,  not  only  took  no  part  in  it, 
but  was  active  in  suppressing  it.  The  sole  dis- 
agreeable consequence  which  sprung  from  this 
event  was  the  dispute,  which  has  already  been 
mentioned,  between  the  governor  of  the  island 
and  the  House  of  Assembly. 

A  danger  of  for  greater  magnitude  threatened 
this  colony  in  the  succeeding  year.  A  conspiracy 
was  formed  among  the  negroes,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  establish  a  government  similar  to 
that  of  St.  Domingo.  The  means  were  to  be, 
the  firing  of  the  towns,  and  the  murderiqg  of 
the  white  inhabitants.    The  execution  of  this 

vol.  v.  h 
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plan,  it  is  said,  was  to  have  been  begun  by 
setting  fire  to  the  town  of  Kingston,  the  flames 
from  which  were  to  be  the  signal  of  revolt  to 
other  quarters.    The  day  fixed  upon  was  St. 
Patrick's  day,  but,  some  disappointment  having 
arisen,  the  attempt  was  postponed  till  the  end  of 
March.    Before,  however,  the  latter  time  arrived, 
the  conspiracy  was  disclosed  to  the  government, 
by  one  Burgess,  a  deserter  from  the  second  West- 
India  regiment,  who  had  been  introduced  to  the 
meetings  of  the  conspirators.     Burgess,  having 
luckily  been  apprehended,  was  sentenced  to  death 
for  his  desertion,  and,  just  before  the  sentence 
was  to  be  executed,  he,  most  probably  with  the 
hope  of  saving  his  life,  revealed  the  important 
secret  which  his  friends  had  confided  to  him. 
The  subject  having  been  strictly  examined  into, 
it  was  found  that  his  depositions  were  true,  and 
he  was  consequently  pardoned.     Many  of  the 
conspirators  were  apprehended,  and   many  of 
them  absconded.     Two  of  them,  Peter  Watkins, 
who  was  to  have  been  commander  in  chief,  with 
the  lofty  title  of  duke,  and  Sambo  John,  who 
held  the  humbler  rank  of  captain,  were  brought 
to  trial,  and  were  found  guilty  upon  satisfactory 
evidence.     They  were  both  executed ;  and  thus 
ended  the  project  of  a  negro  republic  in  the 
island  of  Jamaica. 

It  seemed,  at  this  period,  as  if  the  revolution- 
ary spirit  were  destined  to  make  the  circuit  of 
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the  West* India  islands.     Guadaloupe  and  Mar 
tinico  were  now  in  our  possession,  and  both  of 
them  were  in  a  disturbed  state.     In  the  former 
colony,  however,  matters  were  not  pushed  as  far 
as  they  were  in  the  former.     In  Guadaloupe 
disaffection  showed  itself  only  in  words  and  in 
an  occasional  disobedience  of  the  laws ;  but  in 
Martinico  a  plot  was  entered  into  for  seizing  the 
town  of  St.  Pierre,  and  the  success  of  this  step 
would  doubtless  have  led  to  more  extensive  ope* 
rations.     At  the  head  of  this  plot  was  a  free 
Mulatto  of  the  name  of  Moliere.     The  design 
was  discovered  on  the  day  previous  to  that  which 
was  appointed  for  carrying  it  into  effect.     Moli- 
ere, his  flight  being  prevented,  blew  out  his  own 
brains,  many  of  his  principal  accomplices,  less 
courageous,  were  seized  in  arms,  and  fifteen  of 
them  were  put  to  death. 

During  the  latter  part  of  1813,  and  a  consi- 
derable part  of  1814,  Dominica  was  harassed 
by  a  maroon  war.  /It  appears  that  the  interior 
fastnesses  of  that  colony  had  not  been  ranged  for 
nearly  fifteen  years,  the  consequence  of  which 
neglect  was,  that  the  runaway  negroes  increased 
in  these  intricate  and  secluded  haunts,  till  they 
became  formidable  in  point  of  numbers,  and  ex- 
ceedingly troublesome  to  the  white  inhabitants, 
on  whose  property  they  daily  committed  extensive 
depredations.  Nor  were  they  contented  with 
robbery  alone.  It  is  alleged  against  these  fugi- 
tives that  the  governor  having  issued  a  proclama- 
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tien,  offering  pardon  to  all  runaway*,  ifay  pwt  to 
death,  after  a  mock  trial,  the  roes&enger*  wb<Mfr 
lie  sent  with  it,  tore  out  their  hearts,  dried  th* 
hearts  by  the  smoke  of  their  fires,  and  CKhibited 
them  at  the  entrance  of  their  camps.     In  variou* 
other  instances,  also,  they  committed  the  moat 
wanton  and  atrocious  barbarities.    Ample  proof 
of  their  daringness  is  afforded  by  the  circumstance 
of  large  parties  of  them  having  entered  Roseau, 
plundered  the  houses,  and  retired  without  the  oo«* 
lonist*  having  ventured  to  attack  them.     In  fact, 
they  in  a  manner  held  the  town  invested,  and 
that  so  closely,  that  the  senior  member  of  the 
council,  though  residing  only  at  the  distance  of 
half  a  mile  from  Roseau,  was  obliged  to  take 
shelter  there  with  his  family,  and  to  request  that 
a  detachment  of  regulars  might  be  sent  for  the 
protection  of  his  estate.    They  followed  thia  up 
by  offering  a  reward  of  two  thousand  dollars  for 
the  head  of  the  governor,  carrying  off  the  slaves 
who  remained  in  obedience,  putting  to  death 
those  who  attempted  to  escape  from  them,  and 
making  their  camp  an  asylum  for  deserters,  from 
the  troops  in  garrison. 

In  this  state  of  things  it  was  absolutely  no* 
cetsary  to  adopt  decisive  measures.  Governor 
Ainslie,  therefore,  put  the  military  force  of  the 
colony  in  motion,  for  the  purpose  of  hunting 
down  the  maroons,  in  the  woods*  and  mountains, 
which  were  their  places  of  retreat.  This  was  a 
toilsome  and  inglorious  sort  of  warfare,  and  it 
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continued  for  several  months.  At  length!  how* 
ever,  it  was  crowned  with  success;  nearly  tho 
whole  of  the  maroons  being  either  killed  in  cob* 
bet,  taken  prisoners,  or  compelled  to  come  in  and 
surrender. 

Little  or  no  notice  of  this  war  would,  in  all, 
probability,  have  been  taken  in  England,  had  not 
the  governor,  in  the  course  of  the  contest,  pot 
forth  a  proclamation,  ode  part  of  which  could 
scarcely  foil  to  provoke  eentare.    This  paper, 
after  offering  pardon  to  those  who  will  lay  down 
their  arms*  proceeds  to  state  that  "  the  Rangers 
have  orders  to  take  no  prisoners,  but  to  pot  to 
doath  men,  women  and  children,  without  excep- 
tion."   It  is  to  b&supposed,  and  it  would  be  un- 
charitable not  to  suppose,  that  this  menace  was 
never  intended  to  be  acted  upon,  but  was  merely 
thrown  out  in  the  hope  of  intimidating  the  ma- 
roons into  submission^  by  alarming  them  for  the 
safety  of  those  whom  they  naturally  held  d*ar« 
There  can,  nevertheless*  be  no  doubt  that  it  was 
flagrantly  impolitic,  nor  that  it  Was  calculated  to 
fix  a  stein  upon  the  British  character.     In  the 
Parliament  the  conduct  of  Governor  Ainstie  was 
saverely  canvassed ;  and  the  planters  of  Dominica 
were  even  said  to  have  carried  on  hostilities 
against  the  maroons  for  the  sole  purpose  of  ob- 
taining slaves  by  capture*  since  they  could  no 
longer  procure  them  by  the  means  of  importation. 
From  this  charge,  however,  the  planters  seem* 
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by  a  statement  which  they  made  public,  to  have 
vindicated  themselves  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 
It  is  indeed  obvious  that,  without  risking  their 
lives  and  properties,  they  could  not  allow  the 
maroon?  to  increase  their  bands,  and  to  fix  them- 
selves firmly  in  the  centre  of  the  island.  In  con- 
sequence of  the  discussion  which  took  place,  the 
governor  was  called  home,  to  give  an  explanation 
-;  on  the  subject,  and  as,  during  his  administration 

at  Grenada  as  well  as  at  Dominica,  he  had,  in 
more  than  one  instance,  acted  at  least  indiscreetly 
he  was  not  permitted  to  resume  his  authority  in 
the  colony  of  Dominica. 

The  insurrection  in  Barbadoes  is  the  last  oc- 
currence which  now  remains  to  be  noticed.  This 
calamitous  event  took  place  on  Easter  Sunday, 
the  14th  of  April,  1816.  The  revolt  broke  out  in 
St.  Philip's  parish,  shortly  after  sun-set,  and  it  ex- 
tended, in  the  two  following. days,  to  the  parishes 
of  Christ  Church,  St.  John  and  St.  George.  A 
conflagration,  upon  a  high  ridge  of  copse  wood 
called  Bishop's  hill,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Philip's, 
was  the  first  signal.  Shortly  after,  the  canes 
upon  eight  or  nine  of  the  surrounding  estates 
were  set  on  fire.  Some  few  of  the  rebels  were 
furnished  with  fire  arms,  and  a  scanty  supply  of 
ammunition,  and  the  remainder  were  armed  with 
swords,  bludgeons,  and  such  rude  weapons  as 
they  had  been  able  to  procure.  Their  approach 
was  announced  by  the  beating  of  drums,  the 
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blowing  of  shells,  and  other  discordant  sounds. 
They  demolished  the  houses  of  the  overseers,  de- 
stroyed the  sugar  works,  and  fired  the  canes. 
Their  fury  seems,  indeed,  to  have  been  exercised 
rather  upon  inanimate  objects  than  upon  animated 
beings.  Sixty  estates  were  more  or  less  damag- 
ed ;  many  of  them  to  a  considerable  amount 

As  soon  as  the  news  reached  Bridge-town, 
martial  law  was  proclaimed,  and  the  regulars  and 
militia  were  called  into  the  field.  The  insurgent* 
had  certainly  formed  no  plan  of  operations  on 
which  to  act,  in  case  of  their  being  attacked. 
They  seem  to  have  thought  that  this  was  a  dis- 
pute between  them'  and  their  masters,  in  which 
no  part  would  be  taken  by  the  regular  troops. 
In  consequence  of  this  absurd  belief,  they  were 
more  occupied  in  wandering  about,  to  spread  de- 
vastation around  them,  than  in  preparing  for 
battle.  It  is  no  wonder,  therefore,  that  they 
were  speedily  routed  by  the  military  force  which 
was  sent  against  them.  Several  hundreds  of 
them  were  slain ;  and  many  of  the  most  criminal 
of  the  prisoners  were  brought  to  trial,  and  paid 
the  penalty  of  their  crime. 

At  the  moment  of  the  explosion,  Sir  James 
Leith,  the  governor,  was  absent  at  Guadaloupe. 
On  his  return  home,  which  he  hastened  as  much 
as  possible,  he  took  what  may  be  called  the  sin- 
gular step  of  publishing  an  address  to  the  slave 
population.    The  sentiments  expressed  in  this 
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address,  conciliatory  and  humane  as  they  were, 
did  honour  to  the  feelings  of  the  writer.  The 
language  was  remarkable,  inasmuch  as  it  dis- 
tinctly held  out  a  hope,  that  the  period,  though 
for  distant,  would  arrive,  when  the  system  of 
slavery  would  cease  to  exist.  "  It  is,"  said  the 
governor,  "  not  necessary  to  go  into  the  nature 
and  origin  of  slavery,  in  order  to  decide  on  the 
impracticability  of  its  abolition,  where  it  actually 
exists,  excepting  by  a  wise  and  unremitting 
system  of  amelioration,  by  which  it  will  gradu- 
ally produce  its  own  reformation.  By  such 
means  alone,  and  not  by  the  attempt  of  a 
rash  and  destructive  convulsion,  has  slavery  im- 
perceptibly, safely  and  happily  changed,  in  every 
country  where  it  had  ever  existed,  but  has  now 
ceased,  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  the 
present  time."  Few  of  the  promoters  of  the 
abolition  had  said  as  much  as  this;  none  had 
said  more. 

By  the  planters  and  their  agents  this  revolt 
was  attributed  entirely  to  the  introduction  of  the 
slave  registry  bill  into  the  British  Parliament- 
It  is  stated,  on  their  part,  by  Mr.  Went,  a  gen* 
tleman  of  Barbadoes,  who  assisted  in  the  exami- 
nation of  many  of  the  prisoners,  that  "  a  free- 
,  coloured  man,  named  Joseph  Pitt  Washington 
Franklin,  aided  by  three  or  four  other  coloured 
free  men,  had  for  several  months  previous  at* 
tended  the  nocturnal  meetings  of  the  slaves  on 
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several  of  the  estates  where  the  insurrection 
began,  with  newspapers  which  they  said  were* 
English,  and  had  been  received  from  Englanjd  ;- 
containing  the  information  that  a  law  had  been 
passed  there,  making  them  free,  and  that  they 
had  only  to  demand  their  manumissions,  which 
he  said  had  arrived,  but  were  withheld  from  them 
by  their  owners,  under  the  advice  of  the  attorney- 
general  of  the  island,  but  which  the  governor,  Sir 
James  Leith,  had  power  on  his  arrival  to  force 
their  owners  to  give  them ;  that  he  recommended 
them  to  endeavour  to  obtain  this  manumission  by 
setting  fire  to  the  canes,  &c ;  if  then  withheld,  to 
proceed  to  the  destruction  of  the  buildings,  as- 
suring them,  that  as  their  freedom  had  been  given 
to  them  by  the  king,  the  king's  troops  would  not 
be  employed  against  them.  A  standard  was 
taken  from  a  party  of  the  insurgents  by  the  com- 
mandant, Colonel  Codd,  containing  the  figure  of 
a  general  officer,  whom  one  of  the  witnesses  de- 
scribed as  intended  for  the  king,  passing  a  crown 
to  the  hands  of  a  black  man,  who  has,  hanging 
on  his  arm,  a  white  woman.    In  a  scroll,  bo* 

neath  these  figures,  is  the  following  motto,  in 

• 

broken  English:—4' Brittanie  are  happy  to  assist 
all  such  friends  as  endeavourance."  This  witness 
told  Mr.  Went,  in  explanation  of  the  motto, 
"  that  Great  Britain  would  assist  the  slaves, 
if  they  would  endeavour  to  obtain  their  liberty 
themselves."     This  gentleman  adds,  "  that  he 
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has  no  difficulty  in  asserting,  that  the  insur- 
rection arose  from  the  introduction  of  the  slave 
registry  bill  into  the  House  of  Commons/'  and 
he  logically  declares  that  "  be  is  supported  in  this* 
assertion  by  the  confessions  of  very  many  of  the 
prisoners,  who  declared  to  him,  that  they  should 
never  have  thought  of  doing  as  they  had  done,  if. 
they  had  not  been  informed  that  they  had  been 
made  free  in  England ;  for  they  were  very  well 
treated  by  their  owners,  and  very  happy." 

Now,  admitting  the  veracity  of  the  witnesses, 
it  is  manifest,  that  all  this  proves  nothing  more 
than  that  the  meaning  of  a  proposed  law  had 
been  wickedly  mis-stated  to  the  negroes,  and  that, 
in  consequence  of  this  mis-statement  the  negroes 
had  broken  out  into  revolt.  But  what  has  this 
to  do  with  the  question  of  the  law  itself,  or  what 
valid  argument  against  the  law  can  the  planters 
deduce  from  such  premises  ?  The  slave  registry 
act  contained  not  a  sentence  which  could  be 
construed  to  indicate  an  intention  of  emancipat- 
ing the  slaves ;  and  it  was,  therefore,  guiltless  of 
the  melancholy  catastrophe  which  it  is  said  to 
have  occasioned.  The  planters  may  not,  per- 
haps,  perceive  the  glaring  absurdity  of  their 
reasoning,  if  reasoning  it  may  be  called ;  but  the 
common  sense  of  the  rest  of  mankind  cannot  foil 
clearly  to  see,  that  it  goes  to  this  monstrous  ex- 
tent, that  the  Parliament  must  never  listen  to  any 
proposition  relative  to  the  situation  of  the  slaves,* 
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and  that  all  British  writers  must  be  prohibited 
from  touching  upon  this  delicate  subject;   be- 
cause their  intentions  may  possibly  be  misrepre- 
sented in  the  West  Indies,  and  such  misrepresen- 
tation  may  possibly  be   productive  of  another 
revolt.     If,  in  deference   to  this  new  tropical 
principle,  nothing  is  to  be  uttered  or  written,  but 
that  of  which  the  sense  is  incapable  of  being 
perverted  by  designing  men,  the  pen  and  the 
tongue  may  slumber  in  a  long  repose.     It  is,  to 
say  the  least  of  it,  unwise  in  the  planters  to 
broach  doctrines  which  not  only  extinguish  all 
sympathy,  but  likewise  inevitably  give  birth  to  the 
feelings  of  contempt  or  of  indignation.     After 
having  performed   their  duties    to  those  who 
are  under  their  control,   let  them  trust  their 
cause  to  the  candour  of  their  countrymen,  and 
they  will  not  stand  in  need  of  a  more  powerful 
advocate. 
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HISTORY  OF  ST.  DOMINGO, 

FROM 

THE  RETREAT  OF  THE  BRITISH  TROOPS  IN  1798  TO  THE 

PRESENT  TIME. 


Character  of  Toussaint* — State  of  St.  Domingo. — A 
constitution  framed. — Revolt  of  Moise. — Expedi- 
tion of  the  French  against  St.  Domingo. — Landing 
of  the  French. — Contest  between  the  blacks  and  the 
invaders. — Reduction  of -Crete  &  Pierrot. — Le  Clerc 
throws  off  the  mask. — Renewal  of  the  contest. — The 
black  chiefs  lay  down  their  arms. — Toussaint  trea- 
cherously seized  and  sent  to  France. — His  death. — 
Renewal  of  the  war. — Death  of  Le  Clerc. — Des- 
salines  chosen  by  the  blacks  as  their  leader. — Exr 
.  pulsion  of  the  French. — Infamous  conduct  qf  Des- 
salines  towards  the  whites,  whom  he  causes  to  be 
massacred. — He  is  made  emperor  of  Hayti. — His 
assassination. —  Struggle  for  supremacy  between 
Christophe  .and  Petion. — Christophe  invested  with 
the  title  of  king. — Agents  sent  over  by  Lewis  the 
Eighteenth. — Conclusion. 

Though  from  the  moment  when  the  British 
forces  evacuated  the  colony  of  St.  Domingo,  its 
history  has,  strictly  speaking,  no  longer  a  claim 
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to  a  place  in  this  work,  yet,  as  the  original  author 
has  devoted  a  volume  to  the  subject,  and  as 
many  persons  will,  doubtless,  be  desirous  to  trace 
the  progress  of  events  down  to  the  present  time, 
a  rapid  sketch  is  here  inserted,  at  once  to  com- 
plete the  narrative  in  all  its  parts,  and  to  gratify, 
as  far  as  possible,  a  natural  and  rational  cu- 
riosity. 

It  has  been  seen*  that,  when  the  British 
forces  retired  from  St.  Domingo,  the  government 
of  that  island  was  in  the  hands  of  Toussaint 
TOuverture.  As  the  character  and  origin  of  the 
sable  chief  are  but  slightly  touched  on  by  Mr. 
Edwards, -it  is  necessary  that  the  reader  should 
be  made  better  acquainted  with  them,  before  he 
proceeds  in  the  narrative.  Toussaint  was  born 
about  the  year  1745,  in  the  north  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, on.  the  plantation  of  the  Count  de  No6, 
at  no  great  distance  from  Cape  Francois.  Only 
three  circumstances  are  known  respecting  the 
early  years  of  his  life.  These  are  his  unalterable 
patience,  his  mildness  to  brute  animals,  and  his 
attachment  and  inviolable  fidelity  to  one  female, 
whom  he  bad  chosen  as  his  wife.  The  regularity 
of  his  conduct  attracted  the  notice,  and  won  the 
good-will  of  M.  Bayou  de  Libertas,  the  bailiff 
or  manager  of  the  plantation.  Through  the 
kindness  of  this  benevolent  manager,  or,  as  some 

*  Vol.  HI.  p.  436. 
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affirm,  through  his  own  unaided  efforts,  he 
learned  to  read  and  to  write,  and  obtained  a 
sufficient  knowledge  of  arithmetic ;  acquirements 
so  uncommon  in  a  slave;  that  they  made  him 
the  wonder  of  his  companions,  M.  Bayou  now 
took  him  from  the  field,  and  gave  him  the  place 
of  his  postillion ;  a  place  comparatively  respect- 
able, in  which  he  could  both  acquire  money, 
and  find  leisure  to  cultivate  the  talents  that  he 
possessed.  His  reading  became  tolerably  exten- 
sive, and  his  ideas  proportionably  enlarged.  His 
situation,  too,  was  again  ameliorated,  by  further 
promotion. 

When  the  insurrection  broke  out,  in  1791, 
Toussaint  was  eagerly  solicited  to  act  in  concert 
with  them,  by  several  of  the  leaders  who  were 
his  friends.  It  is  probable  that  gratitude  to  his 
benefactor  was  the  cause  that  prevented  him 
from  yielding  to  their  solicitations.  .  That  he  did 
not  yield  is  certain.  The  flame  of  revolt,  how- 
ever, soon  extended  so  widely,  that  the  white 
planters  were  compelled  to  fly  before  it.  Among 
those  who  lingered  latest  in  St  Domingo  was 
M.  Bayou.  His  flight  was  indeed  so  long  de- 
layed, that  it  would  at  last  have  been  impracti- 
cable, had  not  Toussaint  secured  it,  though  with 
some  danger  to  himself.  Nor  did  he  content 
himself  with  merely  saving  the  life  of  his  bene- 
factor. He  shipped  with  him  a  quantity  of 
colonial  produce,  sufficient  for  the  supply  of  his 
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future  wants;  and  when  M.  Bayou  was  finally 
settled  at  Baltimore,  Toussaint  seized  upon  every 
opportunity  to  make  further  remittances. 

There  was  now  nothing  to  prevent  Toussaint 
from  fighting  under  the  standard  of  his  country- 
men. He  accordingly  joined  Biassou,  one  of  the 
negro  chiefs,  and  was  appointed  his  second  in 
command.  It  was  not  long  before  Biassou, 
whose  cruelty  was  equal  to  his  courage,  was  de- 
graded from  his  authority,  which  he  bad  abused, 
and  Toussaint  was  appointed  in  his  stead.  The 
death  or  resignation  of  the  other  chiefs,  and  the 
superior  talents  of  Toussaint,  eventually  raised 
him  to  the  rank  of  principal  leader  of  the  negro 
army. 

The  war  carried  on  by  the  negroes  against 
the  whites,  for  the  recovery  of  their  freedom,  had 
not  long  been  terminated,* by  the  complete  at- 
tainment of  its  purpose,  before  another  war  broke 
out  of  a  different  nature.  This  second  war  was 
waged  by  the  partisans  of  royalty  against  those 
of  democracy,  and  the  numbers  on  each  side 
were,  perhaps,  nearly  equal.  Toussaint  espoused 
the  monarchical  cause,  and  was  one  of  its  most 
strenuous  and  valuable  defenders.  So  highly  were 
his  services  estimated  by  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, with  which,  as  one  of  the  allies,  he  acted 
in  concert,  that  he  received  from  it  the  rank  of 
general,  and  other  honours.  He  soon,  however, 
discovered  that  the  great  object  of  most  of  the 


THE  HISTORY  OF  ST.  DOMINGO.  1 15 

planters  who  fought  on  the.  side  of  monarchy  was 
merely  to  rivet  once  more  the  chains  of  his  sable 
brethren ;  and  he,  therefore,  wisely  resolved  to 
withdraw  his  powerful  aid  from  a  c^use  which 
was  intended  to  be  converted  ii*to  an  instrument 
of  treachery  and  oppression.  The  result  of  this 
was,  that  he  and  his  followers  joined  the  republi- 
can banners,  and  were  gladly  received  by  General 
Laveaux,  who  is  supposed  to  have  done  much  to- 
wards bringing  about  this  junction,  and  to  whom 
Toussaint  continued  ever  afterwards  to  be  firmly 
attached.  Disinterested,  honourably  apd  brave, 
Laveaux  did,  indeed, .  merit  the  friendship  which 
was  felt  for  him  by  his  new  companion  in  arms. 

The  person  of  Toussaint  was  •  manly.  He 
was  above  the  middle  size,  with  a  penetrating 
eye,  a  striking  countenance,  and  with  manners 
alike  calculated,  as  occasion  might  require,  to 
conciliate  affection,  or  command  respect.  Active . 
in  all  his  movements,  he  was  an  excellent  horse- 
man,  travelled  with  astonishing  rapidity,  slept, 
Uttle,  and  indulged  still  less  in  the  pleasures  of 
the  table,  lie  had  a  strong  memory,  an  acute 
understanding,  and  an  indefatigable  industry. 
Personal  revenge  for  injuries  done  to  him  he 
never  gratified,  he  committed  no  acts  of  tyranny 
in  his  public  character,  perfidy  he  detested,  and 
even  his  enemies  were  compelled  to  acknowledge 
that  his  word  was  always  religiously  held  sacred. 

Such  was  the  man  in  whose  hands  was  the 
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supreme  authority  over  the  French  part  of  St. 
Domingo,  after  the  departure  of  the  British. 
For  a  while,  indeed,  his  rival,  Rigaud,  who  was 
at  the  head  of  the  mulattos,  maintained  a  san- 
guinary contest  with  him  for  supremacy,  but  was 
at  length  entirely  defeated,  and  expelled  from  the 
island.  The  commissioners,  sent  by  the  Directory, 
still  continued  there,  but,  though  they  were  always 
treated  with  that  external  deference  which  seem- 
ed to  be  due  to  them,  on  account  of  the  nominal 
rank  which  they  held,  they  were,  in  fact,  mere 
cyphers,  without  the  shadow  of  influence  of  any 

* 

kind,  and  were  forced  to  lean  upon  Toussaint 
for  support,  instead  of  exercising,  as  they  were 
intended  to  do,  any  control  over  his  actions. 

Having  no  longer  an  enemy  to  contend  with, ' 
Toussaint  now  turned  his  attention  to  heal  the 
wounds  which  had  been  inflicted  on  his  country 
by  a  long  and  obstinate  war.  Cultivation,  and 
its  attendant  commerce,  became  the  prominent 
objects  of  his  care.  The  ports  were  opened  to 
foreign  vessels,  which  were  invited  to  traffic  for 
articles  of  colonial  produce.  Great  Britain  im- 
mediately sanctioned  a  trade  between  Jamaica 
and  St.  Domingo,  and  a  similar  step  was  shortly 
afterwards  taken  by  the  president  of  the  United 
States. 

No  vestige  of  slavery,  of  course,  any  longer 
existed.  But  the  blacks,  nevertheless,  were  not 
allowed  to  waste  their  lives  in  a  mischievous 
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indolence.    They  were  employed  as  hired  ser- 
vants, and,  that  no  disputes  might  arise,  their  re- 
muneration was  fixed  by  law  at  a  third  part  of 
the  crops ;  a  rate  which  could  not  fail  to  give  an 
ample  reward  to  their  labours.    No  civil  courts 
as  yet  existed,  and  consequently  idle  vagrants, 
like  deserters,  were  subject  to  a  court-martial, 
which,  however,  could  sentence  them  to  no  severer 
punishment  than  serving  in  the  army.    The  be- 
neficial result  of  these  arrangements  was  speedily 
visible.  The  plantations  were  again  brought  into 
a  fertile  state,  the  sugar- works  and  distilleries 
were  rebuilt,  and,  in  little  more  than  a  year,  the 
exports  of  St.  Domingo  were  raised  from  the 
lowest  ebb,  to  one  third  of  what  their  extent,  had 
been  in  the  most  prosperous  periods.    Another 
striking  proof  of  general  improvement  was  shown 
in  the  population,  which,  from  its  enjoyment  of 
numerous  additional  comforts,  was  increasing 
with  wonderful  rapidity. 

Society  assumed  in  this  new  and  anomalous 
kind  of  republic  a  more  polished  aspect  than  was 
to  be  expected  from  the  nature  of  its  constituent 
parts.  Among  the  rich  classes,  there  was  much 
splendor  and  luxury,  not  wholly  without  taste, 
and  a  considerable  degree  of  politeness  and  at- 
tention to.  etiquette.  Among  the  poorer,  there 
was  a  spirit  of  kindness,  hospitality,  and  attach- 
ment to  domestic  life,  and  little  propensity  to  the 

of  crimes.    Books  were  not  uncom- 
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mon  in  the  cottages  of  the  labourers.  Dramatic 
exhibitions  and  music  were  encouraged,  the 
churches  were  re-opened,  and  public  worship 
was  performed,  with  all  the  dazzling  ceremonies 
of  the  Romish  communion. 

The  military  establishment  which,  at  the  time 
when  the  British  quitted  the  island,  was  about 
forty  thousand  men,  was  soon  swelled  to  more 
than  double  that  number.  The  troops  were  ex- 
cellently disciplined,  and  there  seemed  to  be  no 
want  of  skill  on  the  part  of  their  commanders. 
Many  of  their  manoeuvres  were  admirably  adapt- 
ed to  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  ground  on  which 
they  were  to  be  made,  and  they  were  executed 
with  a  celerity  and  precision  that  would  not  have 
disgraced  an  European  army.  Though,  when 
not  on  duty,  the  soldiers  and  officers  were  on  a 
footing  of  perfect  equality,  yet,  in  the  field,  a 
proper  military  subordination  was  strictly  ob- 
served. 

Having  now  an  interval  of  leisure,  Toussaint 
resolved  to  make  a  tour  round  the  island,  for  the 
two-fold  purpose  of  visiting  the  various  posts, 
and  also  of  taking  possession  of  the  city  of  Santo 
Domingo,  which  still  remained  under  the  Spanish 
authority,  though  the  rest  of  the  colony  had  been 
given  up  to  the  French,  in  pursuance  of  the  treaty 
of  Basle.  His  reception,  as  he  journeyed  through 
the  territory  over  which  he  ruled,  was  of  the  most 
flattering  kind;  young  and  old,  of  all  classes, 
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faurrying  to  meet  him,  and  vying  in  their  expres- 
sions of  esteem  and  fidelity.  The  Spanish  go- 
vernor, Don  Joachim  Garcia!  at  first  refused  to 
deliver  up  the  capital  of  the  Spanish  part  of  the 
island  to  any  but  native  French  troops.  He  * 
was,  however,  soon  convinced  of  the  inutility  of 
resistance,  and  the  keys  of  the  city  were  accord- 
ingly put  into  the  hands  of  the  negro  chief. 
Having  accomplished  this  important  object,  and 
made  in  his  progress  a  variety  of  beneficial  regu- 
lations, as  well  civil  and  commercial  as  military, 
Toussaint  returned  to  the  Cape,  where  he  was 
universally  hailed  by  the  loudest  acclamations. 

It  was  now,  for  more  than  one  reason,  be- 
come necessary  that  a  regular  form  of  govern- 
ment  should  be  established  in  St.  Domingo. 
Independently  of  the  manifest  impropriety  of 
allowing  a  free  people  to  remain  under  military 
rule/  there  were  circumstances  in  the  conduct  of 
France,  which  made  it  wise  to  put  the  seal  to  the 
liberty  of  the  island.  It  was  by  no  means  diffi- 
cult to  perceive  that  the  successful  general,  who 
had  seized  upon  the  reins  of  authority  over  the 
republic,  was  no  friend  to  the  state  of  things  ex- 
isting at  present  in  the  West  Indian  colonies. 
The  new  constitution,  which  was  framed  after 
the  triumph  of  Buonaparte  over  the  Directory, 
shut  out  from  the  French  senate  the  representa- 
tives of  St.  Domingo ;  an  ominous  exclusion, 
which. naturally  proved  offensive  in  no  common 
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degree.  It  was  also  believed  that  the  consuls 
had  an  intention,  as  was  afterwards  shewn  to  be 
the  fact,  of  restoring  slavery  in  the  Windward 
Islands,  a  scheme  which  could  leave  little  room 
for  doubt  that  the  same  measure  would  be  ex- 
tended still  further  at  a  convenient  opportunity. 
Toussaint,  therefore,  resolved  to  defeat  this  plan, 
by  forming  a  constitution,  which  should  place  the 
freedom  of  his  country  upon  a  solid  foundation. 
In  this  great  and  beneficial  work  he  was  aided 
by  many  Europeans  of  talent,  whom  his  liberality 
had  drawn  around  him.  Among  these  was  M. 
Pascal,  a  descendant  of  the  family  of  the  cele- 
brated mathematician  and  author  of  the  Provin- 
cial Letters,  the  Abb6  Moliere,  and  an  Italian 
ecclesiastic  of  the  name  of  Marinit.  When 
their  labours  were  completed,  the  result  of 
them  was  submitted  to  an  assembly  of  repre- 
sentatives, summoned  from  every  district  in  the 
island.  The  form  of  constitution  was  unanimously 
approved  of,  and  it  was  accordingly  promulgated, 
with  due  ceremony,  on  the  first  of  July,  1801. 
By  this  constitutional  instrument  the  supreme 
executive  power  was  entrusted  to  a  governor- 
general,  who  was  also  to  have  the  command  of 
the  land  and  sea  forces,  and  the  power  of  pro- 
posing the  laws  to  the  central  assembly.  His 
sway  was  to  last  only  five  years,  with  the  sole 
exception  in  favour  of  Toussaint,  that  he  should 
hold  his  office  for  life,  and  should  have  the  privi- 
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lege  of  nominating  the  person  who  was  to  sue* 
ceed  him  for  the  next  five  years  after  his  decease. 
The  right  of  nominating  was  thenceforth  to  be- 
long to  the  central  assembly.  This  assembly  was 
to  consist  of  two  deputies  from  each  department, 
to  sit  five  years,  and  its  fiat  was  necessary  to  give 
validity  to  the  acts  which  were  to  be  proposed 
by  the  governor-general.  The  island  was,  in 
truth,  to  enjoy  a  virtual  independence,  but  a  sort 
of  paramount  sovereignty,  and  the  exclusive  right 
of  commerce  with  the  inhabitants  were  assigned 
to  France,  whose  future  authority  was,  it  seems, 
to  be  rather  that  of  guardianship  than  that  of 
absolute  dominion.  Still,  her  supremacy  was 
unequivocally  admitted,  and  the  sanction  of  her 
assent  was  asked  for  the  changes  which  had  taken 
place. 

Shortly  after  these  important  arrangements 
Jiad  been  completed,  a  melancholy  event  occurs 
red,  which  must  have  been  a  severe  trial  to  the 
feelings  of  Toussaint,  and  which,  with  unparal- 
leled baseness,  was  converted  into  a  theme  of 
calumny  against  him,  by  the  very  class  of  men  in 
whose  behalf  he  had  done  what  nothing  but  a 
high  sense  of  duty  could  have  induced  him  to 
perform.  General  Moise,  who  was  his  nephew, 
his  friend,  and  second  in  command,' revolted,  and 
prevailed  upon  several  officers,  and  a  part  of  the 
*nny*  to  join  him  in  his  revolt.    Their  object, 
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however,  was  not  to  deprive  Toussaint  of  bis 
authority,  but  to  put  to  death  all  the  whites, 
many  of  whom  they  did  actually  murder  in  cold 
blood.  Their  insurrection  was  speedily  crushed, 
and  Toussaint,  inexorable  to  treachery  and  bar- 
barity, was,. in  this  case,  deaf  to  the  cries  of  re- 
lationship and  friendship.  Moise  and  thirty  of 
his  guilty  companions  were  brought  before  a  court- 
martial,  by  which,  their  crime  having  been  clearly 
proved,  they  were  sentenced  to  death.  The  go- 
vernor did  not  think  it  proper  to  interpose  his 
clemency,  to  save  men  who  had  shown  none,  and 
they  were  in  consequence  publicly  executed  at 
the  Cape.  On  this  occasion,  Toussaint  issued  a 
long  address  to  the  people,  to  explain  his  conduct, 
and  to  impress  on  their  minds  the  absolute  ne- 
cessity of  industry  and  education,  and  of  a  strict 
performance  of  domestic,  moral  and  religious 
duties.  The  execution  of  Moise  was,  nevertheless, 
subsequently  blazoned  forth  to  the  world  by  the 
French,  as  being  an  act  of  the  most  unprovoked 
and  atrocious  tyranny. 

That  Toussaint,  while  he  was  laudably  anxi- 
ous to  secure  the  freedom  of  his  native  land,  was 
at  the  same  time  sincerely  desirous  that  France 
should  procure  from  St  Domingo  every  colonial 
and  commercial  advantage  which  it  could  afford 
to  her,  there  seems  to  be  no  reason  whatever  to 
doubt    That  he  should  cherish  a  wish  to  retain 
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the  high  station  which  he  so  well  deserved, 
and  to  which  he  had  been  raised  by  the  unani- 
mous voice  of  his  countrymen,  was  naturally  to  be 
expected,  and  the  wish  was  prompted  by  an  am- 
bition of  no  dishonourable  kind.  There  was 
doubtless  no  one  who  could  so  effectually  as  him- 
self complete  the  work  which  he  had  so  wisely 
begun.  But,  further  than  the  retention  of  his 
authority,  and  the  preventing  of  a  return  to  the 
former  order  of  things,  he  assuredly  did  not  in- 
tend to  go.  His  language  was  always  warmly 
in  favour  of  the  mother  country,  if  so  that  coun- 
try may  be  called ;  he  had  formally  acknowledged 
his  subordination  to  her  government,  and  he  had 
given  a  sort  of  pledge  for  his  fidelity,  by  sending 
his  children  to  France  for  education,  an  example 
which  was  followed  by  several  of  his  generals. 

But  a  conditional  occupation,  a  modified 
sovereignty,  was  not  the  object  of  the  first  con- 
sul. He  was  surrounded  by  colonial  proprietors, 
who  were  irritated  by  their  sufferings  and  losses, 
and  eager  to  recover  all  their  ancient  tyrannical 
power,  that  they  might  satisfy  their  thirst  of  ven- 
geance. Their  importunity  was  loud  and  inces- 
sant, and  they  represented  the  conquest  of  the 
tolony  as  being  a  work  of  certain  and  easy  ac- 
complishment. The  pride  of  the  persons  in 
authority  also  came  in  aid  of  these  clamours. 
It  seemed  to  them,  that  there  was  something  of 
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disgrace  in  being  dictated  to  by  men  who  had  so 
recently  been  in  the  most  servile  of  all  conditions, 
and  who  were  still  looked  upon  with  a  scornful 
eye,  as  belonging  to  an  inferior  order  of  human 
beings.  But  it  is  probable  that,  above  all,  one 
idea  had  a  predominating  influence  in  the  mind 
of  the  French  ruler.  On  the  restoration  of  peace, 
a  numerous  army  would  become  useless  abroad, 
and  therefore  formidable  at  home,  and  great 
numbers  of  officers,  whom  it  would  be  next  to 
impossible  adequately  to  reward,  and  yet  danger- 
ous to  treat  with  neglect,  would  be  left  wholly 
unemployed,  and  might,  perhaps,  feel  disposed  to 
exert  their  talents  and  courage  in  overthrowing 
that  form  of  government  which  had  so  recently 
been  established.  .  A  war  in  St.  Domingo  would 
find  employment  for  these  restless  spirits ;  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  it  on,  it  would  be  easy  to 
select  that  part  of  the  army  which  was  least  to 
be  trusted ;  and  even  defeat  would  have  one  be- 
neficial effect,  that  of  furnishing  an  additional 
opportunity  to  thin  the  ranks  of  the  disaffected, 
<  by  dispatching  as  reinforcements  all  those  who 
were  of  doubtful  allegiance. 

The  signing  of  the  preliminaries  of  peace 
with  England  at  length  offered  to  the  first  consul 
an  opportunity  of  carrying  his  plan  into  execution. 
In  the  harbours  of  Brest,  L'Orient,  and  Roche- 
fort,  twenty-six  ships  of  war,  and  a  crowd  of 
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transports,  were  equipped,  and  an  army,  con- 
sisting of  five  and  twenty  thousand  men,  the  whole 
of  them  cbo9en  soldiers,  was  embarked  with  all 
the  apparatus  of  military  slaughter.  It  was  in 
vain  that  the  colonial  deputies  who,  although 
divested  of  their  representative  character,  still 
remained  in  France,  entreated  the  government 
to  pause  before  it  excited  the  suspicions  and 
irritated  the  passions  of  the  blacks,  by  sending 
over  a  force  which  was  manifestly  too  numerous 
to  be  intended  for  any  other  purpose  than  that  of 
bending  the  colony  once  more  under  the  yoke  of 
slavery.  Their  prayers  and  remonstrances  were 
heard  with  silent  disdain.  At  the  same  time,  as 
if  to  leave  no  room  for  doubt,  as  to  the  manner : 
in  which  the  troops  were  to  be  employed,  all  the' 
enemies,  of  Toussaint,  and  even  those  whom  he 
had  banished  for  the  greatest  crimes,  were  collected 
together,  to  form  a  part  of  this  ominous  expedition. 
Writings  of  a  nature  qualified  to  awaken  all  the 
fears  of  the  negroes  were  also  profusely  circulated, 
and  were  at  least  tolerated,  and  perhaps  encourag- 
ed. General  Le  Clerc,  the  brother-in-law  of  the 
first  consul,  was  appointed  captain-general,  and 
authorized  to  supersede  Toussaint;  General 
Rochambeau,  who  governed  the  colony  in  1793, 
and  was  notoriously  hostile  to  the  liberty  of  the 
blacks,  was  made  second  in  command. 

In  order  to  obtain  a  sure  footing  in  the  island, 
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the  semblance  of  pacific  intentions  was,  never- 
theless, to  be  preserved  for  a  while.  A  procla- 
mation was,  therefore,  addressed  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  St  Domingo,  in  which  they  were  told 
that,  "  whatever  might  be  their  origin  or  colour, 
they  were  all  French,  all  free,  qnd  all  equ*l» 
before  God,  and  before  the  republic,"  and  they 
were  fraternally  invited  to  embrace,  the  new. 
comers,  and  to  rejoice  to  see  again  their  friends 
and  brothers  of  Europe.  Yet  even  here,  through, 
the  thin  veil  of  simulated  kindness,  a  peremptory 
and  menacing  spirit  was  plainly  visible.  It  was 
declared,  that  the  captain-general  had  brought 
with  him  "  numerous  forces  to  protect  them 
against  their  enemies,  and  the  enemies  of  the 
republic,"  and  it  was  added,  "  that  whoever  shall 
dare  to  separate  himself  from  him  would  be  a 
traitor,  who  should  be  devoured  by  the  anger  of 
the  mother  country,  as  the  fire  devoured  the 
dried  canes."  The  proclamation,  of  course,  did 
not  specify  who  were  the  enemies  who  could  not 
be  kept  down  without  an  army  of  twenty-five 
thousand  men,  but  in  case  any  one,  as  was 
naturally  to  be  expected,  should  say  "  these  forces 
are  destined  to  ravish  your  liberty  from  you,"  it 
instructed  Jhe  people  to  answer,  "  the  republic 
will  not  suffer  it  to  be  taken  from  us." 

This  proclamation  was  accompanied  by  a 
letter,  from  the  first  consul,  to  Toussaint.    The 
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letter  was  not  an  unartful  composition.  It 
spoke  briefly  of  the  services  of  the  sable  chief, 
it  professed  esteem  for  him  on  behalf  of  the 
writer,  it  held  out  to  him  the  prospect  of  rewards 
and  honours,  and  it  asked  the  assistance  of  his 
counsel,  influence  and  talents,  for  the  captain* 
general.  Yet  there  was  occasionally  a  tone  of 
haughtiness  and  menace,  which  shewed  that,  in 
the  other  parts  of  the  epistle,  the  real  sentiments 
of  the  author  were  greatly  at  variance  with  his 
language.  The  hints  respecting  the  "  necessary 
forces  to  make  the  sovereignty  of  the  French 
people  be  respected,"  and  likewise  about  "the 
cruel  war"  which  would  be  the  consequence  of 
disobedience,  could  not  possibly  be  mistaken. 
That  the  letter  might  produce  the  stronger  effect, 
it  was  to  be  presented  by  Coisnon,  the  preceptor 
of  Toussaint's  two  sons,  who  was  now  sent  over 
with  them,  and  who  was  to  deliver  it  to  the 
father,  at  the  same  moment  in  which  he  restored 
to  him  his  children. 

How  far  Toussaint  had  lately  speculated  on 
the  probability  of  so  formidable  an  armament 
being  dispatched  from  France,  or  to  what  extent 
he  had  carried  his  preparations  for  resistance,  are 
points  which  have  given  rise  to  much  dispute, 
but  which  never  have  been,  and  probably  never 
will  be,  ascertained.  It  is  asserted,  on  the  one 
hand,   that  he  had   clearly  foreseen,  and  fully 
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provided  against!  the  hostile  measures  of  the' 
first  consul;  while,  on  the  other,  it  is  main- 
tained, with  no  less  pertinacity,  that  he  was  not 
aware  of  the  storm  which  was  ready  to .  burst 
upon  him,  and,  that  such  was  his  confidence  in. 
the  policy  or  the  gratitude  of  France,  that  he  even* 
imprisoned  one  of  the  deputies  of  the  colony 
who,  on  his  recent  return  home,  had  spread 
reports  which  had  a  tendency  to  excite,  in  the 
minds  of  the  blacks,  suspicions  as  to  the  real 
designs  of  the  French  government.  From  various 
circumstances,  the  latter  opinion  appears  to  be 
that  which  is  the  most  probable.  It  is  certain 
that,  when  the  armament  did  arrive,  he  was  by 
no  means  in  such  a  state  of  preparation  as,  from 
his  known  prudence  and  his  resources,  he  might 
have  been  expected  to  be,  had  he  obtained  timely 
notice  of  the  full  extent  of  his  danger. 

It  was  on  the  twenty- ninth  of  January,  1802, 
that  the  French  squadron  arrived  off  the  pe- 
ninsula of  Samana,  whence  it  steered  its  course 
towards  Cape  Francois.  On  the  route  thither, 
General  Kerveseau  was  dispatched,  with  a  part  of 
the  ships  and  troops,  to  take  possession  of  the 
city  of  Santo  Domingo.  It  was  next  arranged 
that  General  Rochambeau  should  proceed  to  Fort 
Dauphin,  with  one  division ;.  General  Boudet  to 
Port-au-Prince,  with  another ;  and  the  captain- 
general,  with  the  remainder,  to  Cape  Francois, 
the  capital  of  the  colony. 
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The  division  of  Rochambeau,  having  a  shorter 
distance  to  pass  over,  was  the  first  to  effect  its 
fending.  The  disembarkation  took  place,  on  the 
third  of  February,  in  the  bay  of  Mancenille,  not 
far  from  Fort  Dduphin.  It  is  said,  by  the  French, 
that  they  were  violently  opposed,  and  that  they 
were  compelled  to  come  to  extremities  with  the 
blacks,  before  they  could  accomplish  their  mission. 
On  the  other  side,  it  is  contended  that  they  sent  no 
summons,  but  wantonly  attacked  the  negroes,  who 
had  run  in  crowds  to  see  them  come  on  shore,  and 
had  no  suspicion  that  hostilities  were  intended. 
Be  this  as  it  may,  the  invaders  were  completely 
successful  in  that  quarter,  as  the  whole  of  the 
forts  were  in  their  possession  by  the  close  of  the 
day. 

While  this  was  going  on,  Le  Clerc  arrived  off 
Cape  Francois,  and  prepared  to  disembark  the 
troops.  Christophe,  who  commanded  there,  im- 
mediately sent  an  officer  on  board,  to  inform  the 
French  general  that  no  disembarkation  would  be 
suffered,  till  instructions  arrived  from  Toussaint, 
who  was  then  in  the  interior ;  and  that  an  attempt 
to  land  by  force  would  occasion  the  burning  of 
the  town,  and  the  leading  into  captivity  of  the 
white  inhabitants.  Le  Clerc  endeavoured  to 
intimidate  Christophe ;  but  the  latter,  in  spirited 
language,  replied  to  him,  that  he  would  perform 
his  duty.  A  deputation  from  the  whites  then 
went  on  board,  to  implore  Le  Clerc  to  suspend 

vol.  v.  K 
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his  hostile  movements,  and  thus  save  their  pro- 
perty and  their  persons.  To  this  prayer,  how* 
ever,  he  refused  to  listen.  As  soon  as  he  was 
informed  of  Rochambeau's  success,  he  disem- 
barked his  army  near  Point  du  Limb£,  a  few 
miles  to  the  westward  of  the  Cape.  Knowing 
that,  as  the  whites  were  universally  inclined  to 
join  the  invaders,  the  town  was  not  tenable, 
Christophe  executed  his  threat  of  setting  it  on 
fire,  and  then  retreated  without  loss,  taking  with 
him,  as  hostages,  about  two  thousand  of  the  in- 
habitants. 

The  French  were  equally  fortunate  on  the 
remaining  points  of  attack,  Kerveseau  was  re- 
ceived at  St.  Domingo  without  opposition.  At 
Port-au-Prince,  the  division  of  Boudet  accom- 
plished its  object,  on  the  fifth,  after  a  trifling 
resistance  on  the  part  of  the  blacks ;  and  General 
Humbert,  who,  after  the  capture  of  the. Cape, 
was  dispatched  to  Port  de  Paix,  by  Le  Clerc, 
became  master  of  the  town  and  forts  with  little 
difficulty.  All  the  French  divisions  had  thus 
f  obtained  a  footing  in  St.  Domingo.  In  the 
course  of  a  few  days  they  were  reinforced  by  the 
arrival  of  2300  men  from  Toulon. 

Previously  to  pursuing  his  operations  in  the 
interior  of  the  country,  and  perhaps  in  the  hope 
that  his  formidable  force,  and  the  vigour  which 
he  had  displayed,  had  inspired  such  terror  as  to 
render  them  unnecessary,  Le  Clerc  thought  it 


THE  HISTORY  OP  ST.  DOMINGO.  13  i 

proper  to  tr^  what  effect  these  circumstances, 
the  sight  of  his  two  sons,  and  the  letter  of  the 
first   consul,  would    produce    upon  Toussaint. 
Coisnon  was  accordingly  sent  on  this  .  errand, 
with  instructions  to  presd  the  instant  journey  of 
Toussaint  to  the  Cape,  and  to  bring  back  the 
children,  in  case  he  could  not  succeed.     When 
he  reached  Ennery,  the  residence  of  Toussaint, 
the  sable  chief  was  absent  in  a  distant  part  of 
the  island,  whence  he  did  not  return  till  the 
second  day.      Coisnon  availed  himself  of  this 
delay,  to  work  upon  the  feelings  of  the  wife  and 
mother.     Toussaint  met  his  children  with  rap* 
ture,  and  they  shed  tears  in  each  other's  embrace. 
For  a  while  he  was  shaken  by  their  solicitations, 
and  the  tears  of  their  mother.     But,  at  length, 
confirmed  in  his  original  suspicions  by  the  conduct 
and  language  of  Coisnon,  who  over-acted  his  part, 
he  disengaged  himself  from  the  clasp  of  his  wife 
and  sons,  took  the  preceptor  into  another :  apart- 
ment, and  said  to  him,  "  Take  back  my  children, 
since  it  must  be  so.     I  will  be  faithful  to  my 
brethren  and   my   God."      Unwilling  to  risk 
another  interview  with  his  children,  he  then 
mounted  his  horse;  and  rode  to  the  camp.     A 
correspondence  was  subsequently  opened  with 
him,  by  Le  Clerc,  but  it  did  not  accomplish  its 
object 

This  having  failed,  Le  Clerc  determined  upon 
a  vigorous  prosecution  of  hostilities.    As  a  pre- 
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liminary,  he  issued  a  proclamation,  by  which  he 
outlawed  Toussaint  and  Christophe,  the  former 
of  whom  he  denominated  "  an  insensible  mon- 
ster."   At  the  same  time  he  promised,  that  all 
cultivators  who  bad  taken  up  arms,  should  be 
considered  as  "  children  who  had  strayed/'  pro- 
vided they  promptly  returned  to  their  plantations ; 
that  liberty  should  be  given  to  the  people  of  the 
island ;  and  that  the  soldiery  who  would  abandon 
Toussaint  should  be  received  into  the  French 
army.      Every  other  means  which   he  could 
devise  was  also  employed  to  shake  the  fidelity  of 
the  chiefs  and  followers  of  Toussaint    They  were 
not  only  assailed  by  the  seduction  of  praises,  pro- 
mises and  rewards,  but  he  was  held  up  to  their 
hatred,  as  a  man  who  was  wantonly  plunging 
them  into  all  the  perils  and  horrors  of  war,  for 
no  better  purpose  than  to  gratify  his  own  male* 
volent  feelings,  his  ambition  and  his  interest 

These  arts  were  not  without  their  intended 
effect.  The  indolent  and  the  timid  dreaded  the  con- 
sequences of  war,  and  were,  therefore,  willing  to  be- 
lieve that  it  was  unnecessary ;  the  credulous  con- 
fided in  the  assurances  of  the  French,and,  of  course, 
believed  the  same ;  and  those  who  thought  them* 
selves  neglected  by  Toussaint,  or  who  had  been 
punished  by  him  for  their  crimes,  were  glad  of 
an  opportunity  to  take  vengeance,  by  connecting* 
themselves  with  his  enemies.  The  result  of 
these  feelings  was  some  immediate  defections 
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from  the  standard  of  the  black  leader.  Among 
the  first  of  those  who  deserted  him  were  Gene- 
rals Ag&  and  Clerveaux,  the  latter  of  whom,  a 
mulattb,  cooamanded  in  the  department  of  Cibao. 
This  example  was  shortly  after  followed  by  Ge- 
neral Laplume,  to  whom  had  been  entrusted  the 
defence  of  the  Southern  quarter  of. the  island. 

Le  Gere  put  his  trtx*ps  in  motion  on. the  se- 
venteenth of  February,  the  saute  day  on:  which  he 
issued  his  proclamation.  While  he  and  Rocham- 
bdau  moved  onward,  from  the  Cape  and  Fort 
Dattphin,  into  the  interior,  General  Boudet  was 
to  perform  the  same  operation  from  Port  au 
Prince;  and  General  Debelle  Was  to  attack,  and 
drive  back  upon  Go&aives,  the  black  general, 
Maurtpas,  who  still  held  an  entrenched  position 
near  Port  de  Paix,  and  had  repeatedly  defeated 
the  division  of  General  Humbert  Le  Clerc 
soon  found  that  the  task  which  they  had  to  ac- 
complish was  by  no  means  an  easy  one.  "  One 
must,"  said  he,  "  be  acquainted  with  the  country, 
in  order  to  form  a  competent  idea  of  the  difficul- 
ties that  are  to  be  struggled  with  in  every  en- 
co&nter.  I  experienced  nothing  in  the  Alps  to 
be  compared  with  them."  Of  these  local  ob- 
stacles the  blacks  made  a  judicious  use.  They 
concealed  themselves  in  the  woods  and  defiles, 
fell  upon  the  beads  and  flanks  of  the  advancing 
columns,  and,  when  repulsed,  effected  a  safe 
retreat  to  their  inaccessible  hills.    In  this  way 
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they  harassed  and  weakened  the  enemy,  without 
exposing  themselves  to  any  serious  defeat. 

The  French,  however,  as  was  to  be  expected 
from  their  numbers  and  superior  tactical  skill, 
succeeded  in  forcing  back  their  sable  antagonists, 
and  penetrating  some  distance  into  the  country.? 
The  divisions  from  the  Cape  and  Fort  Dauphin 
reached  Plaisance,  Dondon,  and  St.  Raphael. 
General  Christophe,  after  a  gallant  resistance, 
was  under  the  necessity  of  retiring  from,  the  strong 
position  of  Marmalade,  in  consequence  of  the 
loss  of  the  important  post  of  the  Morne  at  .Bos- 
pen,  which  is  said  to  have  been  traitorously 
surrendered  by  the  officer  who  was  entrusted 
with  its  defence.  The  chief  of  the  district  of 
Plaisance  likewise  betrayed  his  trust,  and  went 
over  to  the  French  with  five  hundred  men. 

On  the  side  of  Port  au  Prince,  the  invaders 
were  at  first  not  equally  fortunate.  Boudet 
marched  to  Croix  des  Bouquets,  which,  on  his 
approach,  the  negroes  deserted  and  set -on  fire. 
While  he  was  preparing  to  continue  his  route, 
his  attention  was  suddenly  called  off  in  another 

4 

direction.  Dessalines,  who  commanded  in  this 
quarter,  made  a  feint  of  retiring  to  the  Mon- 
tagn6  des  Grands  Bois ;  but,  by  a  rapid  march, 
he  passed  the  Mdntagne  Noire,  and  fell  upon' 
Leogane,  which  he  burnt,  before  the  French 
could  arrive  to  oppose  him.  This  done,  he  with- 
drew to  Jacquemel.    The  defection  of  General 
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Laplume  obliged  him,  however,  to  quit  this  part 
of  the  country,  and  retreat  to  Grands  Bois. 
Boudet  then  moved  forward,  and  took  possession 
of  St.  Marc,  or  rather  of  that  part  of  it  which 
remained  undestroyed. 

Debelle  was,  at  the  outset,  not  more  lucky 
than  his  predecessor,  Humbert,  had  been.  He 
attacked  the  entrenchments  of  Maurepas ;  but, 
after  a  desperate  contest,  he  was  defeated  with 
heavy  Joss.  Anxious  to  remove  this  hostile  di- 
vision from  its  station  on  his  right  flank,  Le  Clerc 
prepared  to  march  in  person,  at  the  head  of  a 
large  reinforcement,  in  order  to  co-operate  with 
Debelle.  But  this  movement  was  rendered  un- 
necessary. A  negotiation  had  already  been 
opened  with  Maurepas,  and  the  designs  of  the 
French  had  been  represented  to  him  in  the  fair- 
est colours.  Deceived  by  their  protestations,  he 
now  consented  to  join  them,  with  his  four  thou- 
sand men,  on  condition  that  the  promises  made 
by  the  proclamation  of  the  captain-general  should 
be  faithfully  observed. 

Le  Clerc,  meanwhile,  continued,  though 
'  slowly,  his  progress.  On  the  21st  of  February, 
one  of  his  divisions  attacked  Ennery,  which  was 
defended  by  Christophe.  The  position  was  car- 
ried by  the  assailants,  and  the  black  general  was 
compelled  to  fall  back  to  Bayonnai,  having, 
however,  had  the  satisfaction  of  cutting  off  a 
French  corps.     Being  pursued  to  Bayonnai,  by 
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the  division  of  Salm,  he  withdrew  from  that  post 
on  the  following; day,  and  rfetbed  to  the  Mornes^ 
leaving  a  part  bf  one  of  his  magazines:  in  die 
hands  of  thefcaemy.  .  'i 

The  French  had  not  yet  come  to  art  engage- 
ment with  the  .blacks  under  Tousaaitnt  in  person. 
They  were  now  to  meet  him.  He  was  posted  in 
the  Ravine  iLCoutame,  a  position  of  remarkable 
strength,  which  he  had  still  further  secured  by 
abbatis  and  other  means  of  defence.  His  regular 
force  consisted  of  fifteen  hundred  grenadiers, 
twelve  hundred  other  troops,  and  four  hundfed 
dragoons  >  to  which  were  added  about  two  thou- 
sand cultivators,  who  were  stationed  on  the 
wooded  eminences,  where  they  could  be  most 
useful  m  opposing  the  progress  of  the  enemy. 
The  contest  was  long,  and  both  sides  displayed 
much  bravery  and  skill.  The  French  themselves 
confessed,  that  the  troops  of  Toussaint  fought 
with  great  courage  and  obstinacy,  and  that  it  was 
a  combat  of  man  to  man.  As  usual  they  claimed 
a  victory,  and  asserted  that  the  black  chief  was 
driven  from  die  field,  with  the  loss  of  eight  hun- 
dred men.  The  battle  was,  in  fact,  a  drawn 
battle ;  Le  Clerc  retiring  to  Gonaives,  and  Tous- 
Vai&t  to  the  banks  of  La  Petite  Riviere. 

Though  Le  Clerc  had  not  yet  achieved  mueh 
by  the  sword,  he  had,  by  other  means,  made  no 
small  progress  in  accomplishing  his  purpose.    In 

* 

the  various  actions  which  had  taken  place,  Toos- 


r 
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saint  bad  undoubtedly  sustained  a  coftsiderfbie 
loss  of  regular  troops :  not*  however,  sufficient  to 
prevent  him  from  keeping  the.  field,  had  this  been 
bis  only  Ipsa,  But  it  was  trivial  in  comparison 
with  that  which  arose  from  the  deration  of  the 
chiefs  and  troops  who. fought  under  his  standard* 
The  example. of  Glerveauioand  Laphime  became* 
as  it  were,  infectious. ..  It  was  daily  followed  by 
ether  officers  and  bands,  wtjo  either  went  over  to 
die  enemy,  or  retired  to  their  homes.  The 
negroes,  indolent  by  nature,-  began,  in  feet,  to 
grow  tired  of  a  war  that  deprived  them  of  the 
comforts  to  which  they  had  been  lately  accuse 
totned ;  aftd  which,  besides,  many  of  them  be* 
lieved  to  be  persisted  in  by  their  leader  for  hit 
own  benefit,  in  direct  opposition  to  their  interests 
and  repoee.  The  French  had  not  yet  undeceived 
them,  as  to  die  fate  which  was  intended  for 
them* 

The  ranks  of  Toussaint  were,  by  this  means, 
thinned  in  such  a  manner  that,  by  the  end  of 
February,  he  was  no  longer  able  to  keep  the 
field ;  his  remaining  force  consisting  principally 
of  cultivators,  who  were  badly  armed,  and  worse 
disciplined.  Yet  he  determined  still  to  hold  out, 
m  the  hope  that  the  designs  of  the  invaders  would 
soon  be  unmasked,  and  that  he  should  then  see 
Ins  countrymen  eager  to  atone  for  their  nrisoon* 
duct,  by  renewed  and  more  vigorous  eflforts. 
Though  not  able  to  make  head  against  the  enemy 
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in  general  engagements,  he  was  able  to  harass, 
alarm,  and  weaken  them,  by  incessant  move- 
ments and  attacks.  He  availed  himself  of  his 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  fastnesses,  to  burst 
unawares  upon  the  French,  to  cut  off  their  small 
and  straggling  parties,  and  to  retire  beyond  the 
reach  of  pursuit  as  soon  as  he  had  stricken  a 
blow.  A  war  of  this  kind,  though  it  affords  but 
little  scope  for  description,  is  exceedingly  weari- 
some, disheartening,  and  destructive  to  those 
against  whom  it  is  carried  on. 

One  strong  position,  however,  the  blacks  still 
retained,  and  tins  Toussaint  was  resolved  should  be 
defended  as  obstinately  as  possible*  It  was  the 
fort  and  Mornes  of  Crete  k  Pierrot,  between 
Port  au  Prince  and  St.  Marc,  and  about  eight 
leagues  distance  from  the  latter  place.  Dessalines 
was  entrusted  with  the  defence  of  this  last  hold. 
In  the  beginning  of  March,  Le  Clerc  removed 
his  head  quarters  to  Port  au  Prince,  in  order  to 
be  nearer  to  the  scene  of  operations.  Nearly 
the  whole  of  the  French  army  was  employed 
either  in  the  siege,  or  in  occupying  an  extensive 
chain  of  posts,  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  be- 
sieged, or  the  introduction  of  succours.  The 
French  generals  now  began  to  give  a  loose  to 
their  love  of  cruelty.  Six  hundred  negroes  were 
surrounded  and  every  one  of  them  bayonetted 
by  General  Hardy ;  a  similar  ,  slaughter  was 
made  at  Trianon  by  General  cfHenin;   and  a 
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third  instance  was  shortly  afterwards  added  to 
the  number,  by  General  Salins,  who  with  a  strong 
division  surprised  a  small  negro  camp,  and  pot  .to 
death  every  individual  who  was  unable  to  effect 
his  escape..  Rochambeau,  at  the  same  tine, 
carried  fire  and  sword  through  the  surrounding 
villages,  murdering  indiscriminately  men  antf 
women,  whether  armed  or  unarmed*  These  acts 
of  barbarity  did  not,  however,  pass  entirely  un- 
punished. In  more  than  one  encounter,  the 
columns  of  the  French  were  met  by  DessaUoes* 
were  routed,  and  pursued  with  heavy  vengeance* 
The  invaders  at  last  succeeded  in  circumscribing 
him  within  the  limits  of  the  fort  Their  attacks 
were  vigorously  pushed  on,  but  they  were  so 
strenuously  opposed  that  they  advanced  with  ex- 
treme slowness.  Finding,  nevertheless,  towards 
the  end  of  March,  that  the  place  would  speedily 
be  np  longer  tenable,  Dessalines  sallied  forth 
with  the  majority  of  his  forces,  penetrated  the 
enemy's  lines,  and  made  good  his  retreat.  Three 
days  afterwards,  the  remainder  of  the  garrison 
attempted,  in  like  manner,  to  break  through  the 
beleaguering  army.  But  the  besiegers  were  now 
on  their  guard.  Only  a  small  part  of  the  garri- 
son was  successful  in  opening  its  passage ;  the 
other  part  was  hemmed  in,  apd  massacred .  with- 
out mercy.  The  reduction  of  Crete  k  Pierrot  is 
said  to  have  been  purchased  by  the  assailants  at 
the  expense  of  three  thousand  men,  and  several.  , 
of  their  b^st  generals. 
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Hie  fall  of  Crete  k  Pierrot  seems  to  have 
been  considered  by  Le  Clerc  as  a  circumstance 
which  was  decisive  with  respect  to  tbe  subjuga- 
tion of  the  Macks,  and  which,  therefore,  rendered 
it  unnecessary  any  longer  to  conceal. his  real  in- 
tentions. The  soldiery  had  already  shown  in 
yhat  manner  they  were  disposed  to  act.  Thus 
assured  of  the  temper  of  his  army,  and  believing 
that  resistance  was  at  an  end  on  tbe  part  of 
bis  enemies,  he  issued  an  order,  by  which  he 
restored  to  tbe  proprietors,  or  their  attornies,  all 
their  ancient  authority  over  the  negroes  belonging 
to  their  estates. 

Never  was  so  important  a  step  taken  with  so 
little  foresight  as  was  displayed  in  this  instance. 
The  order  given  by  Le  Clerc  opened  the  eyes  of 
every  class  of  the  negro  population.  The  culti- 
vators discovered  that  they  were  again  enslaved, 
and  the  negro  soldiers  had  reason  to  believe  that 
the  promises  which  had  been  made  to  them  would 
be  no  better  kept  than  those  which  had  been 
made  to  their  unarmed  brethren.  The  soldiery, 
however,  could  not  immediately  resent  this  trea- 
chery by  an  appeal  to  arms ;  for  they  had  been 
broken  into  small  parties, which  were  kept  asunder 
and  closely  watched .  Opportunity,  nevertheless, 
was  all  that  was  wanting,  to  rally  them  once 
more  round  the  standard  of  Toussaint. 

This  was  the  state  of  things  to  which  Tous- 
saint had  looked  forward,  and,  now  that  it  was 
arrived,  he  hastened  to  turn  it  to  advantage. 
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Descending  with  several  hundred  men  from  hie 
fastnesses,  and,  joining  Cbristophe,  who  wad  at 
the  bead  of  three  hundred  regular  troops  he 
marched  rapidly  towards  the  north  of  the  island} 
collecting  at  every  step  his  partisans,  who  were 
in  great  numbers,  and  eager  to  punish  the  perfidy 
of  the  French.     His  force  speedily  became  for^ 
midable.     Having  routed  the  division  of  Des-  v 
fouroeaux,   at   Plaisanoe,   he   passed   through 
Dondon  and  Marmelade,  drove  in  the  enemy's 
posts  in  all  directions,  and  halted  within  a  mite 
and  a  half  of  Cape  Francois*     General  Boyer, 
who  commanded  in  the  town*  was  thrown  mtb 
the  utmost  consternation,  by  the  sudden  approach 
of  the  black  army.    The  ships  in  the  harbour 
were  hauled  on  shore,  that  their   broadsides 
might  play  upon  the  troops  of  the  sable  chief, 
and  batteries  were  hastily  erected.    With  all  the 
military  force  that  he  dould  muster,  seconded  by 
twelve  hundred  seamen  and  marines  from  the 
fleet,  Boyer  made  a  sally,  but  was  driven  back  m 
confusion,  under  die  walls  of  the  place.     The 
Cape  was  soon  closely  invested,  and  would  have 
been  lost,  had  not  the  division  of  Hardy  arrived, 
by  forced  marches,  to  its  succour.   The  captain- 
general  followed  by  sea  from  Port  au  Prince, 
having  previously  given  orders  to  his  troops  to 
abandon  the  posts  in  the  interior,  and  concentrate 
their  forces  in  the  north.    The  approach  of  the 
whole  of  the  French  divisions  at  length  induced 
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Toussaint  to  withdraw,  to  a  position  in  the 
mountains  of  Hincha ;  well  satisfied  with  having 
rescued  the  south  and  the  west  from  the  hands  of 
the  enemy. 

The  terror  which  they  had  felt,  and  die  loss 
of  men  and  of  credit  which  they  had  sustained* 
rfwere  not  the  worst  consequences  which  arose  to 
the  French  from  this  invasion  of  the  north  by 
Toussaint  Hitherto  the  troops  had  continued 
in  excellent  health.  But  the  scene  was  now  to 
be  changed.  By  the  crowds  which  had  taken 
shelter  in  Cape  Francois  a  contagious  disorder 
was  generated,  which  rapidly  spread  among  the 
soldiers,  thinning  their  ranks,  and  dispiriting  the 
survivors*  Powerful  reinforcements  arrived  fre- 
quently from  France,  but,  powerful  as  they  were, 
they  barely  sufficed  to  fill  the  chasms  which  were 
daily  making  in  the  army  by  disease,  incessant 
toil,  and  the  ravages  of  the  sword, 

Le  Clerc  was  now  convinced  that  he  had 
been  too  precipitate  in  throwing  off  the  mask. 
Difficult  as  it  must  have  seemed  to  him  to  be, 
once  more  to  deceive  the  blacks,  he  resolved  to 
try  how  far  it  was  possible  for  him  to  work  upon 
their  credulity.  Accordingly,  on  the  25  th  of 
April,  he  issued  a  proclamation,  couched  in  the 
most  insidious  and  equivocal  terms,  apparently 
promising  liberty  and  equality  to  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  St.  Domingo,  without  regard  to  cbkiwv 
and  holding  out  to  the  blacks  the  prospect  of  their 
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having  a  share  in  the  government  of  the  bland. 
In  this  wily  composition,  he  called  for  the  coun- 
sel and  opinions  of  all  parties,  in  order  to  prevent 
him  from  pursuing,  through  mere  ignorance, 
measures  which  might  be  detrimental  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  colony,  and  he  did  not  fail  indirectly 
to  intimate,  that  whatever  erroneous  steps  he  had 
taken  had  been  the  consequence  of  his  want  of 
acquaintance  with  the  wants,  the  interests,  and 
the  character  of  the  people.  This  proclamation 
was  immediately  sent  to  the  camps  of  the  negroes, 
and  profusely  distributed  in  all  quarters. 

Astonishing  as  the  fact  may  appear  to  be,  it 
is,  nevertheless,  true,  that  Le  Clerc  had  not  mis- 
calculated, with  regard  to  die  readiness  of  the 
blacks  to  be  entrapped  by  the  same  snare,  in 
which  tfaley  had  already  once  been  caught.  They 
read,  and  they  believed :  thus  proving,  as  to 
themselves,  the  correctness  of  what  has  been  as- 
serted of  the  unlettered  of  other  countries,  that 
every  thing  which  appears  in  print  is  supposed 
by  them  to  be  stamped  with  the  character  of 
truth.  It  must,  at  the  same  time,  be  remembered 
as  some  apology  for  their  credulous  conduct,  that 
it  was  not  unnatural  for  the  blacks  to  imagine, 
that  the  severe  chastisement  which  they  had  re- 
cently inflicted  upon  French  perfidy,  would  have 
the  effect  of  deterring  the  captain-general  from 
again  indulging  in  the  violation  of  his  promises. 

Feelings  of  this  kind,  assisted  by  the  love  of 
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repose,  and  tbe  dislike  of  enduring'  hardships, 
induced  the  blacks  to  regard  with  disgust  a  pro* 
longation  of  the  contest.  Liberty  was  all  that 
they  wanted,  and  that,  they  were  of  opinion,  was 
now  secured.  It  was  idle,  therefore,  to  expose 
themselves,  without  an  object,  to  toils  and  dan- 
gers. Defections  began  to  take  place  to  a  great 
extent.  Even  those  who,  on  the  former  occasion, 
had  remained  constant,  were  now  won  over  by 
the  seductions  of  the  enemy.  Christophe  was 
one  of  these.  He  entered  into  a  negotiation 
with  Le  Clerc,  which  ended  in  his  submitting  to 
the  authority  of  the  French  republic.  This  step 
was  also  taken  by  Toussaint's  brother,  Paul  L'Ou~ 
verture,  who  was  at  the  head  of  two  thousand 
troops. 

Christophe,  however,  did  not  abandon  his 
companions  in  arms,  without  making  some  stipu- 
lations in  their  favour.  He  obtained  a  general  am- 
nesty, and  the  preservation  of  his  own  rank,  and 
that  of  all  the  negro  officers.  But  he  did  not 
stop  here.  He  likewise  insisted  on  the  same 
terms  being  granted  to  Toussaint  and  to  Dessa* 
lines ;  and  to  this  article,  unpalatable  as  it  must 
have  been,  Le  Clerc  was  compelled  to  give  his 
assent  A  treaty  was,  in  consequence,  entered 
into  with  the  two  chiefs ;  a  peace  was  concluded ; 
and,  by  the  beginning  of  May,  the  French  were 
in  quiet  possession  of  the  whole  of  St.  Domingo. 
Dessalines  retired  to  St.  Marc,  and  Toussaint 
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to  one  of  his  plantations,  which  was  situated  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Gonaives. 

The  tranquillity  thus  restored  might  have 
been  lasting,  had  the  captain-general  been  capa- 
ble of  acting  in  an  honourable  manner.  But 
treachery  seemed  to  be  his  element,  out  of  which 
he  could  not  exist.  Toussaint  was  the  first  vic- 
tim of  it.  Early  in  June,  the  Hero  man  of  war, 
and  the  Creole  frigate,  anchored,  in  the  dead  of 
night,  off  Gonaives,  near  the  residence  of  the 
negro  chief.  Several  boats  were  then  dispatched 
on  shore,  with  troops,  headed  by  General  Brunet 
and  Ferrari,  the  aid-du-camp  of  Le  Gere. 
While  Toussaint  and  all  his  family  were  asleep 
his  house  was  surrounded,  and  a  file  of  grenadiers 
penetrated  into  his  chamber,  and  summoned  him 
to  surrender.  Resistance  would  have  been  un- 
availing;  and  he,  therefore,  submitted.  He 
asked  but  one  favour,  and  that  was  refused.  "  I 
will  not,"  said  he,  "  resist  the  power  which  you 
have  obtained  over  me ;  but  my  wife  is  feeble, 
and  my  children  can  do  no  harm.  Suffer  them, 
then,  to  remain  at  home."  His  pleading  was  in 
vain.  All  the  members  of  his  family  were  drag- 
ged on  board  of  the  frigate,  which  immediately 
put  to  sea.  Two  of  the  black  chiefs,  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Gonaives,  endeavoured  to  save  their 
leader,  by  an  attack  upon  the  escort,  but  they 
were  defeated,  and  the  loss  of  their  lives  was  the 
penalty  of  their  fidelity. 

vol.  v.  H 
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These  two  perished  speedily.  A  fate  pro- 
bably less  prompt  and  more  terrible,  was  reserved 
for  other  friends  of  Toussaint.  A  hundred  per- 
sons, against  whom  no  heavier  charge  was 
brought  than  that  they  were  his  confidential  par- 
tisans, were  seized ;  some  of  whom  were  put  on 
board  La  Muiron  frigate,  which  was  bound  to 
the  Mediterranean,  and  the  remainder  were  dis- 
,  tributed  among  the  ships  of  the  squadron.  What 

became  of  these  unfortunate  men  has  never  been 
made  known.  It  has  been  surmised,  and  not 
improbably,  that  their  captivity  was  terminated 
by  their  being  thrown  into  the  ocean ;  a  summary 
mode  of  execution,  which  was  certainly  resorted 
to  by  the  French  in  many  other  instances. 

In  justification  of  the  step  which  he  had 
taken,  Le  Clerc  accused  Toussaint  of  having  in- 
tended to  excite  an  insurrection  among  the  work- 
ing negroes,  and  to  raise  them  in  mass.  The 
only  proof  which  he  condescended  to  produce 
was  a  letter,  written  by  the  negro  chief  to  one 
Fontaine,  which,  unfortunately  for  the  veracity 
of  the  captain-general,  proved  directly  the  con- 
trary of  what  he  asserted,  and  proved,  likewise, 
that,  in  violation  of  the  promises  which  had  been 
so  recently  giveft,  attempts  were  already  making 
to  reduce  the  negroes  once  more  to  a  state  of 
bondage. 

During  the  voyage,  Toussaint  was  closely 
guarded  in  his  cabin,  and  was  not  permitted  to 
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have  any  intercourse  with  bis  family.     His  last 
and  brief  interview  with  them  took  place  at  Brest, 
on  the  deck  of  the  ship,  and  wa6  so  heart-break- 
ing as  to  raise  compassion  in  the  bosoms  of  even 
the  sailors.  His  family  was  conveyed  to  Bayonne, 
and  what  was  its  subsequent  fate  is  a  matter  of 
uncertainty.    Toussaint  himself  was  hurried  to 
the  castle  of  Joux,  whence,  on  the  approach  of 
winter,  he  was  removed  to  Besangon,  where  he 
was  confined  in  a  dungeon,  the  floor  of  which  is 
said  to  have  been  covered  with  water.     His  death 
was  announced  to  the  public  on  the  27th  of  April, 
1 803.     It  Was  the  natural  consequence  of  that 
slow  torture  which  was  inflicted  by  cold,  and 
damp,  and  inaction,  upon  a  man  who  had  been 
accustomed  to  continual  exercise,  free  air,  and  a 
torrid  climate.    Thus  perished  Toussaint  L'Ou- 
verture,  a  man  worthy  to  be  held  in  honourable 
remembrance  for  his  courage,  his  talents,  and  his 
virtues,  and  especially  for  those  virtues  which  are 
least  often  found  in  persons  holding  authority, 
namely,  forgiveness  of  injuries,  a  strict  adhe- 
rence to  his  word  and  to  truth,  and  a  temperate 
exercise  of  power. 

As  if,  now  that  Toussaint  was  removed,  there 
was  nothing  left  to  be  feared,  Lb  Clerc  amused 
himself  with  promulgating  a  system  of  govern- 
ment. It  was,  however,  for  the  greater  part, 
little  more  than  a  servile  copy  of  some  of  the  re* 
gulations  which  had  been  established  by  his  sabl* 
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predecessor,  and  its  existence  was  so  ephemeral, 
that  to  notice  it  any  further  than  to  say  that 
martial  law  was  the  basis  of  it,  would  be  a  waste 
of  time. 

To  the  blacks,  who  were  doubtless  supposed 
to  be  too  broken  in  spirit  to  resent  their  wrongs, 
the  grossest  injustice,  breach  of  faith,  and  cruelty 
were  shown.  The  negro  troops  were  separated, 
carefully  watched,  disarmed,  and  treated  in  a 
manner  which  betrayed  an  intention  of  acting  to- 
wards them  with  still  more  harshness;  and,  at 
the  same  time,  attempts  were  perpetually  made, 
to  oppress  and  enslave  the  cultivators  of  the  soil. 
The  chiefs,  on  frivolous  pretexts,  or  on  no  pre- 
text at  all,  were  arrested  and  slaughtered  in  va- 
rious ways.  General  Maurepas,  the  brother-in- 
law  of  Christophe',  was  invited  to  the  Cape  by  a 
flattering  letter ;  but,  when  he  arrived  in  the  har- 
bour, with  his  family  and  four  hundred  of  his 
men,  he  was  seized  by  the  myrmidons  of  Le 
Clerc.  They  were  proceeding  to  tye  bullets  to 
his  feet,  and  to  throw  him  into  the  sea ;  but  he 
broke  from  them,  and  exclaiming  "  Robbers !  it 
is  my  property  that  you  want ;  you  shall  not  have 
the  honour  of  drowning  me ;"  he  plunged  into  the 
waves.  His  children  and  his  soldiers  were  pre- 
cipitated after  him.  The  news  of  this  massacre 
was  carried  to  Christophe,  by  one  of  the  blacks, 
who  had  been  fortunate  enough  to  disengage 
himself  from  the  bullets,  and  swim  to  land ;  and, 
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almost  at  the  same  moment,  the  body  of  Maure- 
pas,  which  had  been  mutilated  by  a  shark,  was 
found  upon  the  shore.  Another  chief,  named 
Charles  Chevalier,  was  banged  with  his  wife, 
who  possessed  a  truly  Roman  soul.  Seeing  that 
her  husband  manifested  signs  of  weakness  at  the 
sight  of  the  apparatus  of  death,  she  reproachfully 
said  to  him,  "  What !  do  you  not  know  how  to 
die  for  liberty!"  then,  having  uttered  these 
words,  she  flung  herself  from  the  platform,  and 
quickly  ceased  to  exist 

Lc  Clerc  miscalculated  entirely,  as  to  the 
patience  and  timidity  of  those  who  were  the  vic- 
tims of  his  tyranny.  He  had  no  reason  to  doubt 
the  courage  of  the  blacks;  and,  had  they  been 
the  most  dastardly  of  mankind,  he  ought  to  have 
known  that  there  is  a  point  at  which  even  cow- 
ardice  itself  forgets  to  fear.  There  was,  in  truth, 
now  no  resource  for  the  blacks,  except  in  an  ap- 
peal to  arms,  and  it  was  obvious  that  their  liberty 
could  be  secured  by  nothing  less  than  the  de- 
struction or  expulsion  of  the  French.  The  chiefs 
were,  indeed,  by  this  time,  well  aware  that  they 
were  marked  out  for  sacrifice;  and  the  other 
classes  were  equally  aware  that,  if  they  valued 
their  freedom,  they  must  defend  it  by  the  sword. 
Insurrections  consequently  broke  out  in  every 
quarter,  and  new  leaders,  as  brave  and  active  as 
the  old,  appeared  in  the  field.  Nor  were  the 
original  leaders  of  the  blacks  at  all  tardy  in  per* 
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forming  their  duty.  As  soon  as  they  had  made 
the  needful  preparations,  Christophe,  Dessalines, 
and  Clerveaux  again  raised  their  standards,  and 
their  re-appearance  was  the  signal  for  general 
revolt 

From  this  period  the  war  assumed  a  charac- 
ter of  unmitigated  ferocity,  at  which  humanity 
shudders.  It  was  not  merely  a  war  of  extermi- 
nation, but  of  torture,  and  refinement  in  barbarity. 
It  was  not  sufficient  for  the  French  to  kill,  if  they 
could  not  glut  their  rage  and  revenge  upon  their 
enemies,  by  every  mode  of  inflicting  agony  that 
a  sanguinary  imagination  could  invent.  The 
prisoners  were  drowned,  or  stifled  by  the  fumes 
of  sulphur,  or  shot  on  the  brink  of  a  deep  pit, 
into  which  the  dead  and  the  wounded  were  in- 
discriminately thrust,  or  they  were  massacred,  by 
hundreds,  or  exposed,  naked  and  fettered,  to  be 
torn  to  pieces  by  hungry  blood-hounds,  which  were 
imported  for  the  purpose  from  Cuba,  and  carefully 
trained.  The  ground  was  in  many  places  covered 
with  mangled,  decaying  bodies,  and  die  air  was 
poisoned  by  the  pestilential  exhalations  from 
these  masses  of  corruption. 

So  many  crimes  were  not,  however,  suffered 
by  Divine  justice  to  escape  without  being  punish* 
ad.  During  the  summer  of  1 803,  the  situation 
ef  the  French  was  such,  that  it  would  have  been 
pitiable,  had  they  not  forfeited  all  claim  to  pity. 
The  same  devouring  plague  which  had  before 
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thinned  the  ranks  of  the  British  army,  now  ex- 
ercised its  ravages  upon  those  of  the  French  with 
more  destructive  fury.  The  invaders  laboured, 
in  truth,  under  many  disadvantages.  Unaccus- 
tomed to  the  climate,  they  were  worn  down  by 
intense  heat  and  incessant  toil ;  and  the  contest 
was,  besides,  of  so  undignified  and  hateful  a  na- 
ture, that,  instead  of  elevating  the  mind  by  the 
prospect  of  glory,  and  thus  giving  strength  to  the 
corporeal  frame,  it  depressed  and  deadened  the 
spirits,  and  consequently  rendered  the  body  more 
accessible  to  the  influence  of  contagion.  It  is 
no  wonder,  then,  that  the  grave  was  hourly  re- 
ceiving innumerable  victims.  In  one  of  his  dis- 
patches, General  Boyer  has  enabled  us  to  form 
some  idea  of  the  situation  of  the  troops.  "  The 
heat,9  says  he,  "  was  excessive;  it  became  impos- 
sible for  us  to  make  any  movement.  The  lowest 
Mornes  presented  obstacles  to  us  proportioned  to 
the  inconveniences  of  the  temperature.  The 
number  of  the  robbers  increased.  Our  hospitals 
were  filled  with  sick,  and  every  day  the  sickness 
made  new  havoc.  The  robbers  calculated  its 
progress  with  a  secret  joy."  Returning  to  the  sub- 
ject, ip  another  part  of  his  letter,  he  adds,  "  the 
sickness  has  made  dreadful  ravages ;  the  oldest 
men  do  not  remember  so  sickly  a  year."  Such 
was  the  mortality  that,  great  as  were  the  rein- 
forcements which,  before  the  ports  were  closed, 
arrived  in  St.  Domingo,  and  they  hove  been  es- 
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timated  at  from  three  to  five  thousand  men 
monthly,  they  did  not  suffice  to  supply  the 
place  of  those  who  had  fallen  by  sickness  or  by 
the  sword.  Nor  were  sickness  and  the  sword 
the  only  causes  which  contributed  to  diminish 
the  number  of  the  invaders.  Desertion,  even 
among  the  white  troops,  and  especially  among 
the  Poles  and  other  foreigners,  were  frequent  and 
extensive ;  the  humane  part  of  the  soldiery  feel* 
ing  a  shame  and  disgust  at  being  converted  into 
x     instruments  of  baseness  and  cruelty. 

To  endeavour  to  trace  the  various  encounters 
which  occurred,  would  be  a  fruitless  and  a  sicken* 
ing  task.  Even  where  the  operations  of  war  are 
seen  tricked  out  with  all  the  pomp  and  circum- 
stance of  military  science,  the  monotonous  narra- 
tive of  daily  slaughter  gives  birth  to  painful  ideas; 
but,  when  they  are  shown  in  all  their  naked  de- 
formity, it  is  impossible  that  the  description  of 
them  should  excite  any  thing  but  loathing.  The 
conflict  between  the  blacks  and  the  whites  was 
not  of  that  kind  which  bears  the  name  of  regular 
war.  It  consisted  chiefly  of  a  succession  of  petty 
combats,  of  ambuscades,  of  surprises,  in  which 
the  French  were  sometimes  victors,  more  often 
vanquished,  but  in  which  success  itself  was  of  no 
avail  to  them.  When  hard  pressed,  the  negroes 
sought  refuge  in  (he  Monies,  whence,  as  soon  as 
their  enemies  had  departed,  they  again  poured 
down  and  resumed  their  former  stations.     By 
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this  kind  of  tactics,  however,  seconded  by  disease, 
the  French  army  was  so  weakened  that,  before 
the  end  of  October,  it  was  driven  into  the  forti- 
fied towns,  and  had  lost  Port  de  Paix,  Fort  Dau- 
phin, and  other  important  posts. 

In  the  midst  of  this  disastrous  state  of  affairs, 
the  captain-general,  Le  Clerc,  died  on  the  first 
of  November,  and  was  succeeded  by  Rocham- 
beau,  who  was  then  at  Port  au  Prince,  but  who 
hastened  to  Cape  Francois,  in  order  to,  assume 
the  command.  Before  the  new  captain-general 
could  arrive,  the  blacks,  having  been  informed  of 
the  death  of  Le  Clerc,  and  hoping  that  it  had 
disheartened  the  garrison,  made  an  attack  upon 
the  Cape.  In  this,  though  they  fought  with 
great  courage,  they  were  defeated.  Desirous, 
on  his  side,  that  some  act  of  vigour  should  give 
lustre  to  the  commencement  of  his  new  career, 
Rochambeau  determined  to  remain  no  longer  on 
the  defensive.  In  pursuance  of  this  resolution, 
his  troops  took  the  field,  defeated,  in  one  quarter, 
a  black  division,  which  was  blockading  the  Mole, 
and,  in  another,  recovered  Fort  Dauphin,  after  a 
sharp  engagement.  This,  however,  was  the  last 
gleam  of  their  good  fortune,  and  it  was  a  tran- 
sient one.  By  the  beginning  of  1803  they  were 
again  cooped  up  within  the  scanty  limits  of  their 
fortified  towns,  and  were  as  closely  beleagured  as 
ever  by  their  sable  antagonists. 

Dessalines  was  now  invested  with  the  chief 
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command  of  the  black  army,  which  received 
daily  accessions  of  strength.  The  principal  part 
of  his  force  he  drew  into  the  plain  of  the  Cape, 
for  the  purpose  of  straitening  the  quarters  of  the 
French.  In  March  a  battle  took  place,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Acul.  It  was  commenced  by 
the  French,  and  was  obstinately  fought  on  both 
sides.  At  first,  the  assailants  had  the  ascen- 
dancy, but,  towards  night,  the  blacks  succeeded 
in  repulsing  them  on  all  sides.  Irritated  by  this 
defeat.  Rochambeau  ordered  five  hundred  of  his 
prisoners  to  be  put  to  death.  Some  of  these 
unfortunate  men  were  only  mutilated  by  their 
executioners,  and  were  left  on  the  field  all  night, 
to  perish  in  agonies.  Their  cries  and  groans 
were  heard  to  a  considerable  distance.  Informed 
of  this  barbarous  proceeding,  Dessalines  directed 
five  hundred  gibbets  to  be  raised,  selected  all  the 
officers  whom  he  had  taken,  and  as  many  of  the 
privates  as  were  necessary  to  make  up  the  num- 
ber, and  hung  them  up,  before  break  of  day,  in 
sight  of  the  French  camp.  He  then  made  an 
impetuous  attack  upon  the  enemy,  broke  their 
lines,  and  drove  them  in  disorder  under  the  walls 
of  Cape  Francois. 

The  contest  might,  nevertheless,  still  have 
been  indefinitely  protracted,  had  the  sea  con- 
tinued open  to  the  French.  But  an  event  now 
happened  by  which  that  was  closed  to  them,  and 
an  end  was  consequently  put  to  their  every  hope. 
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This  was  the  renewal  of  the  war  between  Eng- 
land ami  France.    In  the  latter  end  of  June,  a 
British  squadron  appeared  off  the  island,  and 
formed  a  rigorous  blockade,     Animated  by  this 
fortunate  circumstance,  the  blacks    held  their 
enemies  more  closely  invested  than  ever  on  the 
side  of  the  land.    The  horrors  of  famine  were    . 
in  a  short  time  added  to  those  of  disease  and  the 
6word.    The  French  were  reduced  to  feed  on 
horses,  mules,  asses,  and  on  the  very  dogs  which 
they  had  brought  from  Cuba,  for  the  purpose  of 
tearing  in  pieces  alive  and  devouring  the  blacks. 
One  by  one,  the  garrisons  of  the  forts,  as  already 
has  been  shewn  in  the  History  of  the  War,  im- 
plored the  protection  of  the  British ;   and,  at 
length,  with  sullen  reluctance,  Rochambeau  took 
the  same  step,  and  the  last  French  standards 
that  floated  in  St.  Domingo  were  hauled  down 
from  the  walls  of  Cape  Francois  and  of  St.  Ni- 
cholas Mole.    After  a  struggle,  scarcely  inter- 
rupted, of  twenty-two  months,  the  blacks  en- 
joyed the  triumph  of  compelling  the  remnant  of 
.their  oppressors  to  leave  them  in  possession  of 
their  liberty,  and  of  their  native  soil. 

Thus  ended,  in  utter  defeat  and  shame,  and 
almost  annihilation  to  the  force  of  the  invaders, 
a  war  which  they  had  carried  on  with  a  fero- 
ciousness disgraceful  to  themselves,  and  shocking 
to  humanity.  It  was  not,  however,  as  Lyam 
and  La  Vendee  could  attest,  the  first  time  that 


15«  SUPPLEMENT  TO 

French  armies  had  indulged  in  such  horrible 
barbarities  as  those  which  were  practised  in  St 
Domingo;  though  the  dear-bought  experience 
which  they  had  gained  at  home  might  have 
taught  them,  if  any  thing  could  teach  the  san- 
guinary and  obstinate,  that  the  natural  conse- 
quence of  driving  men  to  despair  by  cruelty  and 
oppression  is,  to  render  their  resistance  inter- 
minable as  long  as  life  remains.  The  dreadful 
scenes  which  took  place  in  St.  Domingo  have 
already  been  incidentally  touched  upon;  and  a 
concise  but  striking  picture  of  them,  which  has 
been  drawn  by  a  French  author,  will  serve  to 
make  them  known  to  the  reader,  in  all  their 
horrible  perfection. 

"  If  we  consider,"  says  he,  "  only  the  crimes 
of  the  blacks  against  the  whites,  we  shall  look 
upon  tbem  as  monsters.  But  if  we  call  to  mind, 
that  they  have  been  drowned  by  thousands,  in 
vessels  upon  Carrier's  construction;  that  they 
have  been  hunted  down  like  wild  beasts,  by  dogs 
taught  to  pursue  them;  that  they  have  been 
thrown  to  be  devoured  alive  by  those  cruel, 
animals ;  that,  after  having  lain  down  their  arms 
in  pursuance  of  military  treaties,  they  have  been 
hanged,  burned,  and  slaughtered  by  grape-shot ; 
that  they  have  been  transported  to  Europe,  for 
the  purpose  of  being  placed  in  the  first  line  in 
battle;  that  they  have  been  plunged  into  dun- 
geons, there  to  perish  by  hunger,  or  in  torments ; 
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and  that,  after  having  bad  their  liberty  guaranteed 
to  them,  tbey  have  been  sent  by  ship-loads  to  be 
sold  in  the  continental  colonies ;  if  we  call  all 
these  things  to  mind,  we  can  only  groan  over 
the  cruel  effect  of  the  passions  and  of  the  spirit 
of  revenge ;  and  the  philosopher  will  see  in  the 
chaos  of  crimes,  and  in  the  narrative  of  so  many 
frenzied  actions,  only  an  atrocious  and  bloody 
page  in  the  history  of  the  human  heart ! " 

The  time  was  now  at  hand  when  these  cruel- 
ties were  to  be  avenged  by  cruelties  of  a  nature 
almost  equally  base  and  atrocious.  Toussaint, 
in  this  situation,  would  have  enjoyed  the  pleasure 
of  forgiving  and  protecting ;  but  the  gloomy  and 
sanguinary  mind  of  Dessalines  was  inaccessible  to 
any  feeling  of  so  noble  a  character.  The  unhappy 
white  colonists  were  destined  to  pay  with  their 
lives  for  the  late  terrible  events  which  had  taken 
place.  The  blow  was,  however,  for  a  while  sus- 
pended, and  every  thing  was  done  to  lull  them 
into  security,  and  even  to  increase  the  number 
of  the  victims.  Aware  that  it  was  impossible 
for  them  to  send  off  their  property  without  its 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  English,  by  which 
they  would  be  reduced  to  poverty,  and  hoping 
that  Dessalines  would  act  in  the  same  spirit  that 
Toussaint  had  done,  the  planters  determined  to 
remain  under  the  government  of  the  negro  chief- 
tain. They  had,  at  first,  reason  to  believe  that 
they  had  acted  wisely.     Dessalines  issued  pro- 
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clam  at  ions,  assuring  men  of  all  colours  of  being 
indiscriminately  protected,  inviting  back  such 
white  proprietors  as  were  disposed  "  to  renounce 
.  their  former  errors,  and  abjure  the  injustice  of 
their  exorbitant  pretensions/'  and  declaring 
that  they  should  be  received  as  brothers,  with 
esteem  and  friendship.  Nay,  so  far  did  these 
papers  carry  their  deceptious  language,  as  to 
lament  that  some  murders  had  been  committed 
on  good  and  humane  landholders,  "  contrary,  said 
Dessalines,  to  the  wishes  of  our  hearts." 

But,  not  many  weeks  had  elapsed  before  the 
real  intentions  of  Dessalines  were  made  perfectly 
obvious.  By  a  proclamation,  in  the  true  French 
revolutionary  style,  fraught  with  interrogation, 
exclamation,  invective,  and  dark  suggestions,  he 
stimulated  his  countrymen  to  stain  their  hands 
in  the  blood  of  the  whites,  and  "  to  ensure  by  a 
last  act  of  national  authority,"  for  this  was  the 
name  which  he  gave  to  assassination,  "  the  per* 
manent  empire  of  liberty  in  the  country  which 
had  given  them  birth."  ^  Every  line  of  this  de- 
testable production  breathed  rage  and  slaughter. 
It  was  followed,  in  February,  by  another,  less 
objectionable  in  its  terms,  but  which,  as  it  or- 
dered judicial  proceedings  against  the  actors  and 
accomplices  of  the  massacres  perpetrated  under 
Le  Clerc  and  Rochambeau,  was 'undoubtedly  a 
breach  of  the  complete  amnesty  which  he  had 
promised  to  grant 
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It  was  the  object  of  Dessalines  to  excite  the 
black  population  to  take  on  iteelf  the  task,  and 
share  the  guilt,  of  exterminating  the  whites.  In 
this  he  failed.  The  blacks  did  not  participate  in 
the  malignity  and  fury  by  which  he  himself  was 
animated.  But,  though  his  subjects  were  deaf  to 
his  exhortations,  he  resolved  that  his  victims 
should  not  escape.  The  storm  at  length  burst 
upon  the  devoted  planters,  whose  flight  he  had 
taken  especial  care  to  prevent,  by  ordering  a 
strict  search  of  every  vessel  that  sailed  from  his  . 
harbours.  The  military  force  was  employed  and 
disgraced  in  the  performance  of  his  hateful  pur- 
pose. All  the  towns  were  successively  visited 
by  him,  and  the  French  inhabitants  were  put  to 
the  sword  before  his  eyes,  with  the  exception  of 
a  few  surgeons,  priests,  and  others,  who,  during 
the  recent  war,  had  acted  towards  the  blacks 
with  acknowledged  humanity.  Neither  sex  nor 
age  was  any  protection,  provided  the  victim  were 
French.  Guards,  however,  were  placed  over  the 
houses  of  all  other  whites,  with  positive  injunc- 
tions to  prevent  even  the  slightest  violence  from 
being  offered  to  the  inhabitants. 

That  nothing  might  be  wanting  to  complete 
the  darkness  of  his  character,  he  added  perfidy 
to  cruelty.  As  the  massacre  had  been  expected, 
several  hundred  persons  had  secreted  themselves. 
They  were  now  invited  forth  by  a  proclamation, 
which  declared  that  the  national  vengeance  wto 
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satisfied,  and  they  might,  therefore,  depend  upon 
perfect  security,  on  condition  of  their  coming  to 
the  parade  to  obtain  tickets  of  protection.  They 
obeyed  this  deceitful  mandate;  but,  instead  of 
receiving  the  promised  tickets,  they  were  led  to 
the  place  of  execution  and  murdered.  The  rivu- 
let which  passes  through  Cape  Francois  was  lite- 
rally reddened  with  their  blood.  Christophe  and 
the  majority  of  his  companions  disapproved,  in 
silence,  of  these  horrible  deeds ;  but  two  black 
officers,  who  had  the  boldness  to  express  their 
disapprobation,  were  punished  for  it,  by  being 
compelled  to  hang  two  Frenchmen,  who  were 
then  in  the  fort 

This  act  was  claimed  and  vaunted  as  his  own, 
by  Dessalines,  in  a  furious  address  to  the  in- 
habitants of  the  island.  The  sole  ground  of 
defence,  which  it  brought  forward,  was,  that 
some  of  the  French  had  engaged  in  plots ;  an 
accusation  which,  perhaps,  was  true,  but  which 
could  not  justify  the  means  that  he  employed, 
and  the  wide  slaughter  of  the  innocent,  and  of 
women  and  children.  It  was  in  his  power  to 
bring  conspirators  to  punishment  in  a  proper 
manner.  The  most  remarkable  passage,  how- 
ever, in  this  curious  paper,  was  one  which  con- 
tained  an  impudent  and  cowardly  insinuation 
against  the  character  of  Toussaint.  In  private, 
Dessalines  is  said  to  have  pleaded  the  absolute 
necessity  of  gratifying  his  troops  with  the  blood 
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of  their   enemies,    as    the  real  motive   which 
prompted  him  to  his  barbarous  conduct. 

Previously  to  this  event,  Dessalines  had  been 
invested  with  the  supreme  dignity.  A  meeting 
of  the  chiefs  and  generals  took  place  on  the  first 
of  January,  1 804,  and  their  first  step  was  to  re- 
nounce for  ever  all  connection  with  France,  and 
to  pledge  themselves,  by  the  most  solemn  oaths, 
to  perish  rather  than  to  yield  to  her  dominion. 
Dessalines  was  appointed  governor-general  for 
life,  and  was  entrusted  with  the  power  of  enacting 
laws,  making  war  and  peace,  and  nominating  his  - 
successor.  That  nothing  might  remain  that 
could  remind  them  of  French  sovereignty,  they 
abolished  the  name  of  St  Domingo,  and  restored 
to  the  island  the  name  of  Hay  ti,  which  was  -its 
aboriginal  name. 

In  order  to  recruit  the  population  of  the 
country,  Dessalines,  on  his  accession  to  power, 
held  out  encouragement  to  the  returning  of  such 
negroes  and  mulattoes  as  had  been  taken  from 
the  island ;  and  he  offered,  to  American  captains, 
a  reward  of  forty  dollars,  for  each  person  whom  % 
they  conveyed  in  their  vessels.  He  likewise  ex- 
pressed his  readiness  to  open  his  ports  to  Eng- 
lish slave  ships,  and  to  give  the  people  of  Jamaica 
the  exclusive  privilege  of  selling  negroes  in  Hayti. 
The  blacks  so  imported  were,  however,  to  be 
employed  only  in  the  military  service;  and,  on 
his  being  censured  for  this  scheme,  he  pleaded, 

VOL.  V.  M 


1*4  SUPPLEMENT  TO 

n  that,  as  negroes  would  still  continue  to  be 
torn  from  Africa,  it  was  better  that  he  should 
make  freemen  and  soldiers  of  them,  than  that 
they  should  be  doomed  to  perpetual  bondage  in 
the  British  and  other  colonies. 

At  the  period  when  the  wretched  fragments 
of  the  French  army  in  the  western  quarter  were 
expelled  from  their  last  holds,  at  the  Cape  and 
the  Mole,  the  Spanish  part  of  the  island  acknow- 
ledged the  authority  of  the  conquerors*  Per- 
suaded, however,  by  their  priests,  as  it  is  said, 
or,  more  probably,  disgusted  and  terrified  by  the 
brutality  of  Dessalines,  the  Spaniards  subsequently 
retracted  their  submission,  and  espoused  the  cause 
of  the  French.  The  city  of  Santo  Domingo,  the 
fortifications  of  which,  though  intrinsically  bad, 
are  strong  enough  to  keep  at  bay  an  unskilful  as- 
sailant, was  still  in  the  possession  of  the  French, 
who  were  commanded  by  General  Ferrand. 
From  that  city  Dessalines  resolved  to  dislodge 
the  enemy.  Having  previously  made  a  tour 
round  the  coast,  to  examine  and  strengthen  every 

,  point,  he  issued  a  proclamation,  addressed  to  the 
Spaniards,  threatening  them  with  his  utmost 
vengeance,  if  they  persisted  in  their  opposition ; 
and  be  then  marched  to  give  weight  to  his  threat 
with  twenty-two  thousand  men.  He  laid  siege 
to  Santo  Domingo,  but  he  was  unable  to  make 
any  impression  upon  the  works,  which  were  ob- 
stinately defended;  and  the  arrival  of  a  French 
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squadron,  with  reinforcements,  induced  him  to 
consider  his  enterprise  as  a  hopeless  one,  and  to 
retire  homeward  with  his  baffled  forces. 

That  General  Ferrand  displayed  courage  and 
talent  in  the  defence  of  Santo  Domingo  is  indisput- 
able, but  that  he  was  destitute  of  prudence  and 
humanity  is  made  obvious,  by  a  proclamation, 
which  he  thought  proper  to  issue  against  those 
who  furnished  the  blacks  with  supplies*  and  which, 
even  from  a  French  general,  must  be  considered 
as  an  extraordinary  production.     Were  it  not  for 
the  date,  it  might  easily  be  mistaken  for  one  of 
the  compositions  of  that  committee  of  public 
safety  which,  in  the  years  1793  and  1794,  cover- 
ed France  with  scaffolds  and  blood.     An  air-  of 
ludicrousness  is 'at  the  same  time  thrown  over  it, 
by  the  circumstance  that,  at  the  period  when  it 
came  forth,  the  British  vessels  were  masters  of  the 
sea,  and  Ferrand  himself  was  a  sort  of  prisoner 
within  certain  bounds.     "  All  individuals  whom-  * 
soever,"  says  this  summary  decree  of  proscription, 
"  who  are  found  on  board  any  vessel;  or  vessels, 
affies  or  neutrals,  bound  to  any  ports  in  Hispa- 
nloia  occupied  by  the  rebels,  shall  suffer  death. 
Those  found  on  board  any  vessel,  allies  or  neu- 
trals,; coming  out  of  any  pbrts  in  Hispaniola,  oc- 
cupied by  the  rebels,  shall  suffer  death."    The 
latt  chtuse  fe  a  very  fit  climax  to  such  a  mass  of 
spifefnl  and  absurd  barbarity  as  this  paper  dis- 
plays*    f<  Those  found,"  it  says  "  at  two  leagues 
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from  any  port  on  the  coast  of  Hispaniola,  oc- 
cupied by  the  rebels,  on  board  of  allies  or  neutrals, 
shall  suffer  death."  The  author  of  this  procla- 
mation died  in  a  manner  which  was  worthy  of 
him.  Having  been  defeated  by  the  Spaniards 
in  the  year  1 808,  he  blew  out  his  brains,  in  the 
dread  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  those  who  were . 
closely  pursuing  him. 

The  failure  of  Dessalines,  in  his  enterprise 
against  Santo  Domingo,  did  not  diminish  the 
confidence  which  was  reposed  in  him  by  his  black 
countrymen,  the  Hay tians,  as  they  will  henceforth 
be  called.  Of  this,  shortly  after  his  return,  they 
gave  to  him  a  signal  proof.  On  the  eighth  of 
October,  he  was  crowned,  with  great  pomp,  as 
emperor  of  Hayti,  by  the  name  of  James  the 
first.  A  new  constitution  was,  at  the  same  time, 
promulgated,  purporting  to  be  the  production  of 
twenty-three  persons,  who  were  the  legally  chosen 
representatives  of  the  people.  Though  not  with- 
out obvious  defects,  it  had  much  in  it  that  was 
praiseworthy;  and,  had  it  been  properly  admi- 
nistered, it  might  have  ensured  the  happiness  of 
the  Hay  tians.  Among  other  things,  it  established 
a  toleration  in  religious  affairs,  the  equal  opera- 
tion of  the  laws,  and  the  inviolability  of  the  pro- 
perty and  the  dwellings  of  the  citizens.  It  gave 
to  the  emperor  numerous  privileges  of  high  value, 
and  the  dangerous  power  of  making  the  laws ; 
but  it  decreed  that,  in  case  of  his  attaching  to 
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himself  any  separate  military  force,  under  the 
name  of  guards  of  honour,  or  any  other  name,  he 
should  be  deemed  to  be  at  war  with  the  commu- 
nity! and  should  be  removed  from  the  throne. 

Delivered  from  the  scourge  under  which  they 
had  lain  so  long,  the  Haytians  now  began  to 
turn  their  attention  to  the  arts,  and  enjoy  some 
of  the  comforts  of  civilized  existence.     Religion 
was  treated  with  due  respect,  marriage  was  en- 
couraged, and  schools  were  established  in  almost 
every  district.   The  cultivators,  though  in  certain 
cases  allowed  to  remove,  worked,  in  general,  on 
the  estates  to  which  they  had  formerly  belonged, 
but  their  labour  was  not  urged  beyond  their 
strength,  and  it  was  paid  for  with  liberality.     A 
majority  of  them  were  females ;  the  late  sangui- 
nary war    having  considerably  decreased    the 
number  of  adult  males.     Estates,  as  having  been 
confiscated,  were  mostly  in  the  hands  of  the  go- 
vernment, by  which  they  were  let  out  at  stated 
rents.    When,  however,  a  mustee  or  mulatto, 
though  illegitimate,  could  prove  his  relationship 
with  an  old  white  proprietor,  he  was  admitted  as 
the  heir  of  his  property.     The  sugar  works  hav- 
ing been  nearly  all  destroyed,  coffee  was  the 
chief  article  of  produce,  and,  in  the  year  1 805, 
thirty  millions  of  pounds  of  it  were  grown. 

In  the  year  just  mentioned,  the  population  of 
Hayti  appears  to  have  consisted  of  about  four 
hundred  thousand  souls.     The  regular  army, 
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which,  thPMgb  badly  clothed,  was  well  disciplined 
mid  armed,  was  fifteen  thousand  strong,  oaer 
tenth  of  which  number  was  cavalry.     Besides 
this,  there  was  a  sort  of  militia,  formed  of  all  thf 
pmles  capable  of  bearing  arms,  who  were  annually 
unbodied  and  trained  four  times,  during  several 
d$ys.    In  case  that  a  peace  with  England  should 
put  it  into  the  power  of  France  to  renew  her 
attacks,  it  was  resolved  by  the  Haytians  to  de- 
stroy the  towns,  and  withdraw  to  the  Mornes; 
and,  with  a  view  to  this,  they  fortified,  with  great 
assiduity  and  skill,  all  the  most  commanding  po- 
sitions, collected  large  magazines  in  the  interior, 
and  extensively  planted  the  ravines  and  slopes  of 
the  hills  with  yams,  bananas,  plantains,  and 
other  articles  of  food.     Many  of  the  forts  were 
situated  on  conical  hills,  the  circuit  of  which  was 
cultivated  as  a  provision  ground,  and  could  be 
swept  by  the  fire  of  the  cannon,  so  as,  to  prevent 
an  enemy  from  interrupting  the  garrison  in  their 
m     obtaining  the  supplies  which  were  furnished  by 
the  soil.     Particular  care  was  taken  to  supply 
these  positions  with  water,  the  want  of  which 
had  been  severely  felt  at  Crete  k  Pierrot 

The  reign  of  Dessalioes  was  not  of  long  du- 
ration,. Ferocious,  unenlightened,  full  of  jealousy, 
and  caprice,  he  had  little  more  to  recommend 
him  than  the  merely  animal  qualities  of  activity 
and  courage.  Some  of  his  decrees  on  the  sub- 
jects of  legislation  and  commerce  are  sufficient 
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testimonies  of  bis  lack  of  knowledge  and  talents. 
But,  bad  ignorance  been  bis  only  demerit,  he 
would,  in  all  probability,  bave  continued  for 
many  years  to  be  the  peaceable  possessor  of  the 
throne.  His  cruelty  was  the  cause  of  bis  down- 
fal.  Without  proof  of  guilt,  without  even  the 
form  of  a  trial,  he  scrupled  not  to  shed  the  blood 
of  his  people,  whenever  he  was  prompted  by  his 
passions  or  his  fears.  The  offspring  of  tyranny 
is  conspiracy ;  and  by  conspiracy  Dessalines  pe- 
rished. Unable  any  longer  to  endure  bis  barba- 
rity, and  haying  likewise  reason  to  believe  that 
he  was,  at  that  moment,  meditating  ah  extensive 
proscription,  the  leading  officers  of  the  state  and 
of  the  army  formed  a  plan  to  depose  the  tyrant  * 
Their  measures  were  taken  with  so  much  secresy> 
that  be  who  was  the  object  of  them,  had  not  a 
suspicion  of  the  danger  which  was  impending 
over  his  head.  On  the  17th  of  October,  1806, 
the  conspirators  put  their  scheme  into  execution. 
Dessalines  was  surrounded  by  his  enemies,  at  the 
head  quarters,  and,  while  he  was  endeavouring  to 
escape,  he  received  a  mortal  wound,  of  which  he 
immediately  expired. 

The  death  of  Dessalines  not  only  put  an  end 
to  the  empire  of  Hayti,  but  likewise  produced  a 
division  of  it,  and  a  civil  war.  In  the  north,  the 
reins  of  government  were  assumed  by  Christophe, 
who,  for  the  moment,  contented  himself  with  the 
modest  title  of  chief  of  the  government  of  HaytL 


•s. 
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In  the  south,  Petion  seized  the  opportunity  of 
asserting  his  claims  to  at  least  an  equal  share  of 
the  vacant  authority.  The  capital  of  Christophe 
was  Cape  Francois ;  that  of  Petion  was  Port  au 
Prince. 

Christophe,  who  is  believed  to  have  been 
born  in  Grenada,  was  the  friend  of  Toussaint, 
and  not  wholly  unlike  to  him  in  character.  He 
was  braVe,  tolerably  skilful,  attentive  to  his  moral 
duties,  hospitable  and  generous ;  with  a  respect- 
able share  of  natural  talents,  and  more  dignity  of 
manner  than  was  to  be  expected  from  one  whose 
early  life  had  been  spent  under  circumstances  of 
a  painful  and  unpropitious  kind.  At  the  time 
4  when  Dessalines  fell,  Christophe  was  the  second 
in  command. 

Petion,  who,  under  the  late  government,  held 
the  third  rank,  and  was  commander-in-chief  at 
Port  au  Prince,  was  infinitely  superior  to  his 
rival  in  acquired  advantages.  He  was  a  mulatto, 
who  had  received  his  education  in  the  military  m 

school  at  Paris,  had  lived  long  in  polished  society, 
was  amiable  in  his  manners,  mild  in  his  disposi- 
tion, and  fond  of  literature.  As  a  military  man 
he  possessed  a  high  reputation,  and  he  was  con* 
sidered  as  the  best  engineer  in  St.  Domingo. 

One  of  the  first  acts  of  Christophe  was  to 
remove  the  restraints  upon  trade  which  his  pre- 
decessor had  so  unwisely  imposed.  Complete 
security  to  persons  and  property  was  promised 
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to  all  who  would  visit  the  island  for  the  purpose 
of  commerce.  The  new  chief  had  soon  a  favour- 
able opportunity  of  propitiating  the  favour  of  the 
British  cabinet,  and  he  did  not  neglect  it.  In 
the  southern  part  of  St.  Domingo  some  ill-dis- 
posed individuals  bad  opened  a  correspondence 
with  a  disaffected  party  in  Jamaica,  and  they 
hoped  to  excite  a  revolt  in  the  latter  colony. 
This  plot  was  discovered  by  Christophe,  who  in- 
stantly arrested  those  by  whom  it  was  carried  on. 

w 

Pleased  by  this  instance  of  his  good  faith,  the 
British  ministry  issued,  in  February  1807,  an 
order  of  council,  by  which  English  merchantmen, 
bound  for  Buenos  Ayres  and  La  Plata,  were 
permitted  to  dispose  of  their  cargoes  in  any  of 
the  ports  of  the  blacks,  to  take  on  board  the 
produce  of  the  country,  and  either  to  return  with 
their  freightage  to  any  port  of  the  united  kingdom, 
or  to  ship  it  in  neutral  vessels,  to  be  sold  in  the 
settlements  of  hostile  powers,  and  to  bring,  in 
neutral  vessels,  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  into  any 
harbour  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland.  This  step 
was  beneficial  to  both  parties,  but  especially  to 
die  Haytians,  for  whose  staple  articles  it  opened 
a  safe  and  extensive  market. 

The  imperial  authority  being  abolished,  it 
was  thought  necessary  that  another  constitution 
should  be  framed.  Accordingly  a  council,  which 
consisted  of  the  generals  and  the  principal  citizens, 
was  held  at  Cape  Francois ;  and  the  result  of  its 
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labours  was  a  constitution,  which  was  promul- 
gated on  the  17th  of  February,  1807.  By  this 
act  the  higher  powers  of  government  were  en- 
trusted, for  life,  to  a  chief  magistrate,  with  the 
title  of  president  and  generalissimo  of  the  land 
and  sea  forces,  and  the  right  of  administering  the 
finances,  making  peace  and  war,  concluding  trea- 
ties, proposing  laws  to  the  council  of  state,  and 
giving  bis  final  sanction  to  them.  On  the  presi- 
dent was  also  conferred  the  privilege  of  choosing 
his  successor,  but  only  from  among  the  general*, 
and  in  a  prescribed  manner.  Christophe  was 
appointed  the  first  president. 

The  council  of  state,  which  was  the  other 
branch  of  the  government,  was  to  be  com* 
posed  of  nine  members,  of  whom  at  least,  two- 
thirds  were  to  be  generals.  Its  business  was  to 
be,  to  receive  the  propositions  of  laws  from  the 
president,  to  give  them  a  proper  form,  to  fix  the 
amount  of  taxes,  to  sanction  treaties,  to  tattle  the 
mode  of  recruiting  the  armies,  and  to  take  an 
annual  view. of  the  receipts,  the  expenditure,  and 
the  resources  of  the  country.  *> 

Every  individual  was  declared  to  be  free, 
slavery  was  for  ever  abolished,  central  schools 
were  ordered  to  be  established  in  all  thedivisions, 
*nd>  though  the  Roman  catholic  religion  was 
proclauned  to  be  that  of  the  state,  a  full  toleration 
was  extended  to  alt  other,  regions*  On  the 
country  being  in  danger,  every  Maytian,  between 
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the  ages  of  sixteen  and  fifty,  was  liable  to  be 
called  into  the  field.  At  the  same  time,  the 
framers  of  this  code  wisely  made  known  their 
resolution  not  to  give  any  disturbance  to  the 
possessors  of  the  neighbouring  colonies,  but  to 
confine  their  military  efforts  strictly  to  the  pre- 
servation of  their  own  territory.    . 

It  would  not  be  difficult  to  criticise  this  pro- 
duction of  the  black  law-givers,  and  to  demon- 
strate its  faults ;  but  candour  must  own,  that  it 
was  not  without  such  a  share  of  merit  as  to  ren* 
der  it  by  no  means  discreditable  to  its  authors, 
and  even  that,  all  circumstances  considered,  it  was 
as  good  as  at  that  period  could  be  expected,  or, 
perhaps,  could  be  executed,  in  the  disturbed  and 
temi-civilised  situation  of  the  Haytian  people. 

On  the  day  of  his  accession  to  the  president- 
ship, Cbristophe  addressed  to  the  army  and 
people  a  proclamation,  which  was  worthy  of 
praise  for  its  sound  sense,  and  its  moderate  and 
dignified  language.  It  was  energetic  without 
being  bombastic,  and  firm  without  being  haughty 
or  boastful.  It  concluded  in  the  following  words : 
"  After  having  re-established  religion,  defeated 
iftgftorality,  restored  manners,  and  encouraged 
agriculture  and  trade,  we  shall  have  still  great 
labours  tt>  encounter.  We  must  not  neglect  the 
use  of  arms.  The  enemy  watches  our  movements, 
and  observes  our  proceedings.  We  have  as  yet 
no  guarantee  of  the  affectioos  of  our  friends. 
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We  must  bind  the  latter  to  us  by  treaties ;  we 
must  be  ready  to  meet  the  former  in  the  field. 
Abandoned  to  ourselves,  our  resources  are  in  our- 
selves. They  are  in  you,  soldiers,  who  are  ready 
generously  to  spill  your  blood,  sooner  than  yield 
to  a  haughty  enemy  your  liberty,  which  is  the 
reward  of  your  courage !  They  are  in  you,  inha- 
bitants and  industrious  cultivators,  from  whom 
the  state  derives  its  wealth!  It  is  your  union, 
your  submission  to  the  laws,  which  are  to*  be  the 
cement  and  bond  of  our  independence. 

"  The  line  of  politics  which  foreign  powers 
will  pursue  with  respect  to  us,  is  not  yet  mani- 
fested. Whatever  it  may  be,  let  us  place  our- 
selves in  such  a  situation,  that,  without  holding 
out  any  defiance  to  them,  we  may,  at  the  same 
time,  have  nothing  to  dread  from  those  who  may 
entertain  hostile  intentions. 

"  Let  those  who  wish  a  political  connection 
with  us,  or  who  would  enjoy  the  advantage  of  our 
commerce,  find  an  equitable  reciprocity.  To  the 
rest  let  us  offer  battle  ahd  death. 

"  At  the  same  time  that  we  are  occupied 
with  these  thoughts,  let  us  never  forget  that  the 
safety  of  a  free  people  is  best  maintained  by  arms. 
Its  cultivation  employs  a  part  of  our  fellow-citi- 
zens :  let  us,  however,  remember  that  we  are  all 
soldiers,  and  that  they  have  been  warlike  nations 
alone  who  have  been  able  to  preserve  their  liberty. 
Let  us  call  to  mind,  that  a  handful  of  Greeks, 
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devoted  to  their  country,  confounded  the  rage  of 
a  million  of  barbarians,  who  endeavoured  to  wrest 
from  them  their  liberty.  Let  us  swear  to  observe 
our  sacred  constitution,  to  cause  it  to  be  observed, 
and  to  perish  sooner  than  allow  it  to  be  violated 
in  the  smallest  degree." 

It  was  amidst  the  din  of  war  that  the  new 
constitution  had  its  birth.  The  two  rivals  for 
power  carried  on  the  contest  against  each  other  . 
with  the  most  determined  hatred.  Christophe 
had,  at  first,  the  ascendency.  On  the  first  of 
January,  1807,  he  totally  defeated  Petion,  in  a 
desperate  battle,  which  was  fought  at  Cibert. 
The  vanquished  chief  saved  himself  with  great 
difficulty,  and  was  pursued  to  Port  au  Prince. 
Christophe  immediately  laid  siege  to  the  city, 
which  for  some  time  he  closely  pressed;  but, 
either  baffled  by  the  superior  skill  of  Petion,  or, 
as  he  affirmed,  finding  it  necessary  to  return  to 
the  north,  in  consequence  of  the  plots  which 
were  there  carrying  on,  and  the  number  of  con- 
spirators in  his  own  army,  he  raised  the  siege  and 
retired  to  Cape  Francois. 

The  war  between  the  two  chiefs,  was,  how- 
ever, continued  for  some  years  with  unabatbg 
fury,  though  with  balanced  success. .  Neither 
party  was  sufficiently  strong  to  overpower  the 
other,  or  even  to  obtain  any  decisive  advantage. 
The  theatre  of  the  contest  was  chiefly  confined 
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to  two  points ;  the  one  was  the  north-western 
peninsula,  where  the  troops  of  Petion  held  the  * 
posts  of  Port  de  Paix  and  Cape  Nicholas  Mole  ; 
the  other  was  the  central  country,  on  each  side 
of  the  Artibonite,  including  the  towns  of  Go- 
naives,  Artibonite,  Arcahaye  and  St.  Marc,  the* 
latter  of  which  was  struggled  for  with  great  per- 
tinacity. At  length,  after  repeated  efforts, 
Christophe  succeeded  in  expelling  the  enemy 
from  the  north-western  peninsula ;  Port  de  Paix 
being  first  reduced,  and  subsequently,  at  a  long 
interval,  the  important  post  of  Cape  Nicholas 
Mole.  It  was  not  till  the  month  of  October, 
1810,  four  years  after  the  commencement  of  the 
struggle,  that  the  Mole  was  surrendered.  This 
conquest  secured  the  authority  of  Christophe  over 
the  whole  northern  part  of  the  island.  Even' 
this,  however,  was  not  accomplished  without' 
many  obstinate  conflicts,  and  much*  bloodshed. 

As  the  enemy  had  derived  great  advantages 
from   their  naval  superiority,  Christophe  sto& 
nuously  exerted  himself  in  the  creation  of  a 
maritime  force.     His  exertions  were  crowned* 
with  success.    At  the  period  when  the  Mole 
capitulated,  his  fleet  consisted  of  one  frigate  >  of  > 
44  guns,  nine  sloops  of  war,  eleven  brigs  mount* 
ing  from  14  to  22  guns,   and  a  number  of 
schooners,  each,  manned  by  abotft  one  hundrtdk' 
m$n-    It  was  mainly  by  the  assistants  of  tbfe 


THE  HISTORY  OF  ST.  DOMINGO.  175 

squadron,  which  prevented  the  garrison  from  re- 
ceiving succours,  that  he  was  enabled  to  accom- 
plish the  reduction  of  the  Mole. 

From  the  epoch  of  the  capture  of  the  Mole 
th6  war,  though  it  still  existed  in  name,  ceased  to 
exist  in  fact.  The  rivals  seem  to  have  discovered 
that  nothing  was  to  be  gained,  and  that  much 
might  be  lost,  by  perseverance  in  hostilities ;  as 
every  wound  which  they  inflicted  upon  each  other, 
only  rendered  them  less  capable  of  opposing  the 
common  enemy,  who,  sooner  or  later,  would 
repeat  his  attacks  upon  the  liberty  which  they 
had  so  hardly  acquired.  By  a  sort,  therefore,  of 
tacit  agreement,  each  party  desisted  from  as* 
sailing  his  antagonist;  and,  though  no  regular 
peace  has  yet  been  concluded,  nor  so  much  as  a 
truce  made,  not  a  hostile  act  has  been  committed 
during  the  list  eight  years.  The  river  Artibo- 
nite,  which  runs  through  the  heart  of  the  Haytian 
territories,  seems  to  form  the  boundary  of  the  two 
negro  states. 

With  a  policy  which  cannot  be  too  muth 
commended,  Chfistophe,  on  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war  between  Spain  and  France,  dispatched 
succours  to  the  Hispaniolan  Spaniards,  who  had 
tavern  up  arms ;  and  these  succows  enabled  Don 
Juan  Sanchez  Ramirez  to  undertake  offensive 
operations*  against  the  French  garrisons,  which 
ocetapjied  the  city  of  Santo  Domingo  and  other 
posts,     It  was,  in  truth,  an  object  of  no  small 
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consequence  to  the  negroes,  that  the  French 
should,  be  driven  from  their  strong  holds  in  the 
Spanish  division  of  St.  Domingo ;  it  being  well 
known  that  the  enemy  designed  ultimately  to 
avail  themselves  of  those  holds,  for  the  purpose 
of.  raising  and  training  a  native  force,  which 
might  gut  it  in  their  power  to  contend  once  more, 
and  under  better  auspices,  for  the  sole*  possession 
of  the  island. 

For  a  moment  St.  Domingo  appeared  to  be 
on  the.  eve  of  being  disturbed  by  .the  restlessness 
of  fresh  competitors  for  authority.  Rigaud,  no- 
torious for  his  opposition,  to  the  British,  and 
afterwards  to  Toussaint,  landed  at  Aux  Cayes, 
on  the  seventh  of  April,  1810.  He  is  said  by 
some  to  have  been  invited  over  by  a  faction, 
which  accused  Petion  of  want  of  energy ;  by 
others  he  is  affirmed  to  have  been  an  agent  of 
Napoleon.  Almost  as  soon  as  he  set  his  foot  on 
shore  he  commenced  his  intrigues.  He  did  not, 
however,  live  to  accomplish  the  mischief  which 
he  designed,  and  which  ho  was  so  well  calculated 
to  perform.  His  decease  took  place  not  king 
after  his  arrival.  In  the  mountains  of  the  centre 
of  the  island,  another  candidate  for  power  started 
up  about  the  same  time,  in  the  person  of  Philip 
Dos,  who  had  been  the  friend  of  Toussaint 
His  leading  principle  is  asserted  to  have  been 
the  renouncing  of  all  war,  except  for  the  purpose 
of  self-defence.  As  nothing  has  since  been  heard 
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of  him  in  this  country,  it  seems  probable  that  be 
failed  in  his  project  of  establishing  an  independent 
government.* 

Either  to  Christophe  himself,  or  to  his  sub- 
jects, it  now  appeared  that  the  title  which  he 
bore  was  too  humble  for  the  station  which  he 
held.  The  council  of  state  was  in  consequence 
assembled,  to  deliberate  upon  the  propriety  of 
investing  the  ruler  of  northern  Hayti  with  the 
name  of  sovereign.  In  order  to  give  as  .much 
weight  as  possible  to  the  result  of  its  deliberations, 
the  council  invited  to  its  meetings  the  principal 
military  and  naval  officers,  and  such  of  the  citi- 
zens as,  from  influence  or  talent,  were  the  most 
worthy  of  being  consulted  upon  this  important 
occasion.  In  this  convocation  it  was  decided 
that  Christophe  should  be  declared  king,  and  that 
the  monarchy  should  be  hereditary  in  his  family, 
excluding  females,  and  giving  to  the  monarch  the 
privilege  of  adoption  from  the  family  of  any  of 
the  princes,  in  case  of  bis  remaining  withopt 
heirs  male.  An  order  of  nobility  was  likewise 
to  be  established.  Such  regulations  as  were 
rendered  necessary  by  the  new  state  of  things 

*  The  papers  and  histories,  of  the  period  here  treated  of, 
mention  vaguely  the  attempt  of  Philip  Dos  to  establish  a  third  state. 
But,  after  all,  there  is,  perhaps,  no  foundation  for  the  story.  If  the 
attempt  were  really  made,  it  seems  probable  that  the  person  who 
made  it  was  a  seceder  from  the  party  of  Petion;  and  that  he  was 
bought  over  to  relinquish  his  design  and  espouse  the  cause  of 
Christophe. 

VOL.  V.  N 
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were  also  made,  but  tbe  constitutional  act  of  1807 
still  continued  to  be,  in  other  respects,  the  law  of 
Hayti.  These  changes  were  announced  to  the  peo- 
ple, by  the  council  of  state,  in  a  sensible  and  well 
written  addrbss,  assigwiftg  the  reasons  whkh  bad 
induced  the  assembly  to  prefer  the  kingly  fern*  of 
government  to  every  other  form.  It  was  on  the 
fourth  of  April  that  the  proceedings  of  th£  coun- 
cil were  formaHy  communicated  to  Christopher 
who  thenceforth  assumed  the  regal  title,  with  the 
name  of  Henry  the  First.  . '  . 

The  creation  of  four  princes,  seien  dukcs^ 
twenty-two  counts,  thirty  batons,  and  ten  knights, 
was  the  first  act  of  sovereignty  which .  Henry 
performed.  A  great  majority  of  the  peers  were^ 
of  course,  military  and  naval  officers;  the  re* 
rtminder  belonged  to  the  civil  department.  Do- 
mains, inalienable  and  descending  to  the  eldest 
male,  were  granted  for  the  support  of  their  dignity. 
Though  the  edict,  by  which  this  hereditary  no- 
bility was  created,  pointed  out  the  army  and  the 
navy  as  the  chief  sources  whence  the  ranks  of  the 
nobles  yere  in  future  to  be  recroited^it  neverthe- 
less declared  that  all  persons  tf  ho  had  done  im- 
portant services  to  the  country  should  be  eligible  to 
Obtain  rank,  and  that  virtue  and  talent  should  be 
considered  as  having  the  qpost  valid  claims. .  The 
dress  of  the  nobility  was  fixed  by  another  edict ; 
and,  though  it  wa$  perhaps  deficient  irt  taste;  it' 
was  at  least  abundantly  splendid.     As  a  further 
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reward  and  stimulus  to  bravery,  a  military  order,- 
to  be  called  the  order  of  St.  Henry,  was  also  es- 
tablished, with  all  the  accustomed  apparatus  of 
grand  croese^/QOtofiBiaadere,  knights*,  ribbons,  star? 
and  inscriptions,  and  moreover  an  annual  pecu. 
Awry  diowance  to  each  of  the  members* 

The  household  of  the  king  was  framed  upon 
an  extensive  scale,  and,  indeed,  presented  to  the 
view  such  a  formidable  list  of  officers,  and  such 
a  display  of  pageantry,  as  might,  in  that  kind  of 
merit,  have  contested  the  precedence  with  any 
European  court  The  black  race  h»s  been  always 
said  to  be  fond  of  finery,  and,  in  this  instance,  it 
afforded  strong  testimony  to  the  truth  of  the  as- 
sertion. 

The  coronation  took  place  on  the  second  of 
June,  in  the  most  gorgeous  manner,  at  Cape 
Francois,  in  the  midat  of  the  army  and  of  the 
deputations  from  all  parts  of  the  north  of  Hayti. 
The  ceremony  was  performed  in  the  Champ  de 
Mars,  to  which  spot  Henry  and  his  consort  were 
drawn  in  a  carriage,  by  eight  white  horses.  No- 
ticing was  omitted  which  could  render  the  scene  as 
magnificent  as  possible.  Like  Napoleon,  he  put 
the  crown  upon  his  own  head,  before  he  gave  it 
into  the  hands  of  the  archbishop  to  be  replaced 
there*  To  die  sumptuous  dinner  which  was  given, 
on  this  occasion,  all  the  English  and  American 
Merchants  were  invited.  The  health  of  the 
newly  crowned  sovereign  having  been  drunk  by 
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one  of  the  British  officers,  Henry,  in  his  turn, 
gave  as  a  toast,  "  my  dear  brother,  George  the 
Third ;  may  his  life  be  preserved  by  the  great 
Ruler  of  the  universe,  and  may  he  oppose  an  in- 
vincible obstacle  to  the  unbridled  ambition  of 
Napoleon,  and  remain  always  the  conetantfrieod 
of  Hay  til "  The  rejoicings  were  continued  fct  five 
days,  during  which  period  nothing  *as  thought 
of  but  processions,  reviews,  and  feasts,  dancing 
and  singing,  fireworks  and  illuminations.  At 
length,  on  the  seventh  of  June,  the  civil  and  mili- 
tary deputies  returned  to  their  homes,  the  people 
resumed  their  ordinary  occupations,  and  the  mo- 
narch was  left  at  liberty  to  direct  his  attention  to 
the  duties  of  government. 

Hoping,  perhaps,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
south  would  be  seduced  by  the  splendour  of  roy- 
alty, Chris tophe  addressed  to  them  a  proclama- 
tion, offering  a  full  amnesty,  and  holding  out  to 
them  the  promise  of  peace  and  prosperity  under 
his  mild  dominion.  His  appeal  to  them  was, 
however,  made  in  vain;  and,  fortunately  for  his 
subjects,  he  had  too  much  good  sense  to  attempt 
to  enforce  it  by  arms.  Instead  of  drawing  the 
sword,  he  wisely  occupied  himself  in  ameliorating 
the  laws,  encouraging  agriculture,  and  raising 
fortifications  in  the  interior,  to  stop  the  progress 
of  any  invader  who  might  chance  to  effect  a 
landing.  New  palaces  were  built,  a  city,  called 
Sans  Souci,  intended  for  the  future'  capital,  was 
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founded,  and  many  other  works  of  utility  or 
ornament  were  commenced.  As  if  to  obliterate, 
as  for  as  possible,  the  vestiges  of  every  thing 
which  could  remind  the  natives  that  France 
once  tftiled  there,  the  name  of  Cape  frangois  was  - 
changed  to  that  of  Cape  Henry;  and  to  ensure 
a  ready  compliance  with  the  change,  the  very 
effectual  mode  was  adopted  of  ordering  all  letters 
to, he-destroyed  which  were  directed  to.  the  city 
under  its  former  denomination. 

The  southern  part  of  the  island,  under  Pe- 
riod, still  adhered  to  the  republican  institutions. 
But  it  was  in  a  no  less  flourishing  condition 
than  the  northern  division,  and  its  chief  laboured 
diligently  to  promote  every  plan  which  could 
conduce  to  the  safety  and  comfort  of  those  who 
had  selected  him  as  their  leader.  The  military 
force  was  carefully  kept  up,  the  laws  were  duly  ad- 
ministered, and  strenuous  exertions  were  made 
to  disseminate  instruction  among  all  classes  of 
the,  people. 

Nothing  which  is  worthy  of  notice  occurred 
in  the  Haytian  states, .  till  the  restoration  of 
Lewis  the  Eighteenth  to  the  throne  of  France. 
This  event  revived  the  hopes  of  the  ex-colonists, 
who  immediately  began  to  besiege  the  ministry 
and  the  chamber  of  deputies.  To  the  latter 
they  presented  a  petition,  which  was  referred  to 
a  committee  to  report  upon.  The  chairman  of 
the  committee  was  General  Desfourneaux,  who 
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had  once  served  in  St.  Domingo,  and  the  report 
which  he  brought  up  furnished  a  curious  proof 
how  far  the  desire  of  gain  can  prompt  men  to 
go,  and  how  far  that  for  which  they  eagerly 
wish,  can  render  them  blind  to  the  obstacles 
tohich  ait  opposed  to  them.  This  report  seemed 
to  consider  it  as  almost  certain  that  Christophe 
and  Petion  would  gladly  acknowledge  the  sove- 
reignty of  Lewis,  in  which  case  they,  and  other 
black  chiefs,  were  to  be  rewarded  by  marks  of 
honour,  and  pecuniary  advantages.  As,  how- 
ever, the  blacks  might  possibly  resist, '  it  was 
recommended  to  send  a  sufficient  military  and 
naval  force  to  occupy  the  colony.  At  all  events  , 
it  would,  it  was  added,  be  proper  to  send 
thither  an  army  strong  enough  to  put  the  pro- 
prietors in  possession  of  their  estates,  and  secure 
them  in  that  possession.  It  was  also  suggested 
that  various  laws  would  be  necessary,  as  weH 
with  reference  to  the :  blacks  who  were  already 
there,  as  to  those  who  must  hereafter  be  im- 
ported. 

These  last  words  were  of  ominous  import : 
they  clearly  shewed  that  the  old  system  was 
again  to  be  acted  upon.  There  can,  indeed,  be 
little  doubt  that  the  French  cabinet  looked  for- 
ward to  the  renewing  of  the  black  population  by 
fresh  cargoes  from  Africa,  and  that  this  was  the 
unworthy  motive  which  induced  it  so  pertina- 
ciously to  contend  for  the  privilege  of  carrying 
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on;  detriog  a  period  etf'five  years,  the  detestable 
traffic  m  slaves.  It  ia  bat  too  probable  that 
many  of  the  leading  met*  in  France  sanctioned 
all  >  the  schemes  of  the  ea+cokmists,  were  well 
aware  that  ibeir  object  could  not  be  attained  by 
negotiation,  and  iMould  not  have  ahrank  from 
attempting  to  redover  die  colony,  even  at  the 
dreadful  price  of  exterminating  the  whole  of  the 
negroea  and  men  of  colour  by  whom  it  was  now 
inhabited*  Thaw  iis,  in  truths  no  way  of  vindi- 
cating their  understandings  <  but  at  the  expense 
of  their  hearts;  for  it  seems  impossible  that 
they  could  seriously  believe  that  men  who,  for 
nearly  twenty  years,  had  enjoyed  freedom  and 
property,  and  in  many  instances  rank  and 
power,  would  voluntarily  submit  to  grovel  io 
their  former  degraded  condition,  and  bare  their 
backs  to  the  scouqge,  merely  to  gratify  those 
whom  they  at  once  detested  as  having  been  their 
oppressors,  and  despised  as  being  tattquished 
and  fugitive. 

The  black  rulers,  meanwhile,  had  been  look* 
iog  forward  to  the  issue  of  the  contest  in  Eu- 
rope with  no  small  anxiety.  It  was  quite 
apparent  that  affairs  were  in  such  a  situation, 
that  a  peace  was  not  far  distant;  and  as  France, 
under  any  sovereign,  was  likely  to  be  hostile,  it 
behpved  them  to  be  prepared  for  the  worst.  In 
both  divisions  of  the  island,  therefore,  defensive 
measures  wore  vigorously  pursued. 
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The  news  of  tfee  dowofal  of  Napoleon  was 
received  with  pleasure,  as  it  was  probably  hoped 
that,  instructed  by  adversity,  a  Bourbon  would  be 
less  ambitious,  and  less  prodigal  of  the  blood  of 
his  subjects,  than. the  deposed  emperor  had  been. 
In.  a  dispatch,  dated  on  the  10th  of  June,  whkh 
Henry's  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  addressed  to 
M«  Peltier,  .the  secretary*  declared  bis  toaster's 
readiness  to  admit  Freach  vessels  into  the  Haytian 
ports,  and  to  come  to  a  good  understanding  wiftb 
the  restored  monarch;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he 
explicitly  stated  that  Heary  would  treat  with 
France  only  on  the  footing. of  perfect  indepen- 
dence. 

.  The  Hay  dans  were  not  long  before  they  per- 
ceived that  monarchical  France  was  not  more 
disposed  than  imperial  France  had  been  to  view 
them  with  a  friendly  eye.  In  order  to  rouse  all 
their  energy,  Henry,  on  the  15th  of  August,  ad- 
dressed to  them  an  animated  proclamation,  which 
while  it  still  held  out  a  hope  that  France  would 
act  in  an  amicable  manner,  called  upon  the  peo- 
ple, in  the  event  of  hostilities,  to  strain  every 
nerve  for  the  maintenance  of  their  cherished 
liberty.  No  fear,  not  even  a  doubt,  was  ex- 
pressed as  to  the  result  of  the  conflict ;  and  the 
French  were  fore-warned  that,  if  they  chose  to 
wage,  a  war,  it  must  be  a  war  of  extermination, 
as  no  quarter  would  either  be  given  or  received. 
This  was  followed,  on  the  1 8th  of  September, 
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by  a  manifesto,  from  king  Henry,  which  was  so 
excellent  a  composition  that  it  would  not  have: 
disgraced  the  pen  of  the  ablest  European  diplo- 
matist or  minister.  It  retraced  the  events,  which 
bad  occurred  in  Hayti,  since  the  period  of  the 
government  of  Toussaint;  eloquently  depicted  the 
cruelties  of  which  the  French  had  been  guilty, 
and  ^solemnly  protested  that  .  the  Hay  tians  would 
rather  bury  themselves  under  the-rains  of  their 
country,  than  suffer  the  smallest  infringement  of 
their  political  rights.  Energetic  as  was  the  lan- 
guage of  this  state  paper,  it  was,  nevertheless, 
uniformly  temperate  and  dignified. 

In  the  south,  as  in  the  north,  every  Hay tian 
was  resolved  to  perish  sooner  than  again  to  be- 
come a  slave.  The  arsenals  were  filled  with 
torches,  and  public  notice  was  given  that,  on  the 
landing  of  the  enemy,  the  cities,  and  every  thing 
in  them  which  was  not  portable,  were  to  be  given 
up  to  the  flames,  and  the  inhabitants  utore  to  re- 
tire to  the  mountains.  "  Look  at  the  example 
of  Moscow ! "  was  the  general  cry.  "  Had 
Moscow  not  been  destroyed,  Napoleon  would 
still  be  the  despot  of  Europe."  It  was  among 
the  hills  that  the  Hay  tians  resolved  to  make  the 
stand  for  their  independence,  and  all  the  strong 
holds  which  they  bad  erected  there  were  imme- 
diately filled  with  ammunition,  and  with  cured 
provisions. 

Previqusly  to  drawing  the  sword,  the  French 
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ministry  appears  to  have  thought  that  it  would 
be  decorous  to  try  if  the  Macks  could  not  be  per- 
suaded into  slavery.  Three  commissioners,  to 
make  the  trial,  were  appointed  by  Maltiuet,  the 
minister  of  the  colonies,  who  was  known  to  be  a 
deadly  enemy  to  the  freedom  of  the  negroes* 
His  agents  were  happily  chosen.  The  first  was 
Dauxion  Lavaysse,  once  a  revolutionist,  always 
a"  measureless  liar,"  a  man  in  whom  folly  and 
knavery  seemed  to  contend  for  the  mastery ;  the 
second  was  Colonel  Franco  Medina,  a  native  of 
St  Domingo,  a  traitor,  who  had  served  in  the 
black  army,  and  betrayed  his  trust  to  Le  Clere ; 
the  third  was  one  Draverman,  an  individual 
who,  as  nothing  is  known  of  him,  was  probably 
less  wicked  and  obnoxious  than  his  fellows. 

Lavaysse  did  not  choose  to  trust  himself  in 
the  hands  of  the  blacks,  but  securing  himself  at 
Jamaica,  he  sent  to  Henry,  on  the  first  of  Octo- 
ber, a  letter,  which  was  a  truly  senseless  produc- 
tion ;  an  odd  compound  of  cajoling  and  of  menace. 
Among  other  things,  he  laboured  to  convince 
Christophe  that  it  was  better  for  him  to  be  H  an 
illustrious  servant  of  the  great  sovereign  of  tfce 
French,  than  a  chief  of  revolted  slaves."  The 
insult  which  the  last  words  of  this  sentence  of- 
fered to  the  black  race,  proves  how  well  qualified 
this  envoy  was  for  the  delicate  duty  which  he 
had  to  perform.  Nor  did  his  absurdity  end  here. 
In  case  of  non-compliance  with  the  sort  of  sum- 
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mons  which  was  now  sent,  he  threatened  the 
Haytkns  that  the  slaves,  which  France  was  then 
purchasing  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  would  be  con- 
verted into  soWiers  to  exterminate  them ;  and 
lest  this  threat  should  not  be  sufficiently  fortni- „ 
dable,  he  reinforced  it  by  an  impudent  falsehood 
and  calumny,  which  was  only  not  wonderful  aa 
coming  from  him.  "  Do  not,9  he  said,  u  deceive 
yourself,  general.  The  sovereigns  of  Europe,  al- 
though they  have  made  peace,  have  not  returned 
the  sword  into  the  scabbard.  Doubtless,  you 
are  not  igttewant  of  what  every  body  in  Europe 
knows,  although  a  thing  not  yet  diplomatically 
published — that  the  principal  articles  of  the 
compact  which  all  the  European  sovereigns  have 
just  signed*  on  their  royal  honour,  is  to  unite  their 
armies,  if  need  be,  and  to  lend  each  other  all 
necessary  aid,  in  order  to  destroy  all  the  govern- 
ments which  have  been  the  offspring  of  the 
French  revolution,  whether  in  Europe,  or  in  the 
new  world.  Know  also  that  it  is  Great  Britain, 
who  is  the  centre  of  and  principal  party  to  this 
convention,  to  which,  a  few  months  sooner  or 
later,  every  government  will  find  it  necessary  to 
submit:  every  government  and  every  potentate 
that  shall  refuse  so  to  submit,  must  expect  to  be 
treated  as  traitors  and  robbers."  With  this  curious 
epistle,  Lavaysse  enclosed  a  copy  of  a  letter  which 
he  had  already  dispatched  to  Petion  upon  the 
same  subject. 
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To  conduct  the  negotiation  Medina  was  sent 
to  Cape  Henry  by  Lavaysse.  As  this  emissary 
was  unfurnished  with  any  credentials  from  the 
French  government,  he  was  arrested  on  his  land* 
ing,  and  his  papers  were  seized.  Those  papers 
are  said  to  have  fully  established  the  fact,  that  to 
spread  discord  and  revolt  among  the  H&ytiftiis 
was  the  real  object  of  his  pretendedly  pacific 
mission.  He  was,  therefore,  sent  for  trial  as  a 
spy,  before  a  special  military  tribunfal. 

The  letters  of  -Lavaysse  were  laid  by  Henry 
before  an  extraordinary  council  which  was  con- 
voked for  the  purpose,  and  which  was  desired  to 
deliberate  calmly  on  their  contents.  The  council 
answered  by  an  unanimous  address,  drawn  up  in 
the  most  spirited"  language,  expressive  of  utter 
abhorrence  of  the  French,  and  offering  their  lives, 
their  properties,  and  every  thing  that  was  dear  to 
them,  for  the  service  of  their  sovereign  and  their 
country.  Both  in  this  address,  and  in  the  reply 
which  Henry's  secretary  gave  to  Lavaysse,  the 
calumny  against  England  was  indignantly  pointed 
out,  and  was  censured  as  such  with  deserved 
severity. 

With  Petion,  Lavaysse  was  not  more  suc- 
cessful than  with  Cbristophe.  He  was,  indeed, 
invited  to  Port  au  Prince,  politely  received,  and 
patiently  listened  to ;  but  nothing  farther  could 
he  obtain,  thougtThe  endeavoured  to  win  over 
his  hearers  by  violent  invectives  against  the 
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"  Corsica^  the  bashaw  Le  Clerc,  and  the  other 
robber  who  were  sent  to  Hayti,  in  the  ^ear 
1803^  by  the  usurper."    In  vain  did  he  blas- 
phemously assure  them  that  Lewis,  "  like  the 
Divinity  of  whom  he  was  the  representative," 
saw  with  equal  affectipn  all  his   subjects,  of 
whatever  colour  they  might  be.     The  general 
equably  which  had  bfcen    called  together  to 
receive  his  propositions,  unanimously  reeled 
them,  on  the  fl  1st  of  November;  but,  with  a 
spirit  of  liberality  which  cannot  fail  to  be  ad* 
mired,  the  French  agent  was  informed  that, 
wishing  to  re-establish  commercial  relations  with 
France,  and  to  testify  respect  for  the  character 
of  Lewis  the  Eighteenth,"  the  Haytian  republic 
was  willing  to  fix  the  basis  of  a  pecuniary  in* 
demnity  for  the  losses  which  the  French  colonists 
had  sustained,  and  must  continue  to  suffer,  in 
consequence  of  the  separation  of  Hayti  from 
France."    This  offer  was  the  more  generous,  in* 
asmuch  as  it  was  certainly  not  prompted  by  any 
feeling  of  fear.    Thus  terminated  the  mission  of 
Lavaysse,  who  took  his  departure  from  the  island 
in  the  beginning  of  December.     The  circum- 
stances of  the  negotiation,  and  the  result  of  it, 
were .  officially  communicated  to  the  people  and 
the  army  .by  Petion,  in  an  address,  which  did 
equal  honour  to  his  head  and  bis  heart,  as  it  dis- 
played a  happy  mixture  of  calmness  and  firm-' 
ness,  of  solid  reasoning  and  of  polished  diction. 
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As  soon  as  they  became  known  in  Pari*,  the 
proceedings  of  Lavaysse  were  formally  disowned 
by  Lewis  the  Eighteenth,  who  declared  him  tp 
have  >  been  merely  authorised  to  collect  wch  in- 
formation  as  was  necessary  for  the  guidance  of 
the  French  government.  There  is,  however,  not 
the  fibadow  of  a  doubt  that,  though  the  monarch 
was  k#pt  in  igpprance  of  the  fact,  the  minister, 
Malowt,  did  ,givs  secret  instruction*  to  hi# 
agent,  to  play,  the .  part  which  tie  go  awkwardly 
played.. 

This  method  having  failed,  the  French  cabinet 
determined  to  resort  to  force,  and,  accordingly, 
preparations  were  made  for  an  expedition,  which 
was  intended  to  sail  early  in  the  year  1815.  The 
return  of  Napoleon,  however,  saved  the  Hay tians 
from  this  meditated  attack.  He  himself,  after 
having  abolished  the  slave  trade,  endeavoured  to 
prevail  on  them  to  become  once  more  a  colony 
of  France;  but. his  propositions  were  unhesi- 
tatingly and  scornfully  rejected-  Short  as  was 
his  reign,  it  was,  nevertheless,  productive  of  be* 
neficial  consequences  to  the  Haytians.  The 
government  of  the  Bourbons  was  speedily  re- 
established, but,  by  potting  an  end  to  the  slave 
trade,  he  had  deprived  it  of  one  of  its  most  formi- 
dable weapons.  Were  conquest  even  practicable, 
it  would  be  of  little  utility  to  conquer  a  colony  of 
which  the  possession  must  be  obtained  by  ren- 
dering it  a  desert,  and  to  cultivate  the  soil  of 
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which,  myriads  of  slaves  could  no  longer  be  torn 
from  their  native  land.  The  idea  of  employing 
force  seems,  therefore,  to  have  been  given  up. 
Still,  however,  there  was  a  lingering,  though 
foolish  hope,  that  something  might  yet  be  accom- 
plished by  other  means.  In  July,  1816,  several: 
commissioners,  ail  of  them  ex-colonists,  arid  all 
of  them  said  to  be  obnoxious  characters,  were 
appointed  to  administer  the  civil  and.  military 
affairs  of  St.  Domingo.  They  approached  the 
coast  in  an  American  vessel,  and,  that  they 
might  not  be  outdone  in  absurdity  by  their  pre- 
decessors, they  sent  on  shore  letters  addressed  to 
Monsieur  General  Christophe.  Their  letters 
were,  of  course,  returned  unopened.  In  a  se- 
cond attempt  they  were  not  more  successful. 
Convinced  by  these  two  rebuffs  that  nothing 
could  be  done,  they  at  length  bent  their  course 
to  Europe,  .having  gained  only  the  vexation  of 
their  disappointment,  and  the  contempt  of  those 
whom  they  were  commissioned  to  seduce.  J 

Since  that  period  Hayti  has  remained  in  that 
state  of  tranquillity  which  furnishes  few  materials 
for  the  historic  page.  Early  in  the  year  1818 
Petion  died,  and  was  quietly  succeeded,  as  presi- 
dent, by  General  Boyer.  His  death  is  said  to 
have  been  voluntary ;  he  having  taken  the  strange 
.resolution  of  obstinately  refusing  every  kind  of 
medicine  and  nourishment.  The  cause  which 
induced  him  to  act  in  this  singular  manner  re- 
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mains  unknown.  For  a  while  this  event  seemed 
likely  to  destroy  the  peace  of  Hay ti,  as  it  was 
believed  to  be  the  intention  of  Christophe  to 
avail  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  attempt  the 
subjugation  of  the  Haytian  republic.  Fortu- 
nately for  humanity,  if  such  were  ever  his  inten- 
tion, he  speedily  relinquished  it,  and  both  divi- 
sions of  the  black  dominion  have  since  continued 
in  undisturbed  repose. 


LETTER  CONCERNING  HAYTI. 


VOL,  V. 


0 


LETTER  CONCERNING  HAYTI. 


SB 


The  latest  information  which  has  been  received  in  England, 
concerning  Hayti,  is  contained  in  the  following  letter,  which 
is  extracted  from  the  twentieth  number  of  Blackwood's 
Edinburgh  Magazine.  As  the  Editor  of  that  work  states 
the  Letter  to  have  been  addressed  to  a  friend  of  his  "  by  a 
naval  officer  of  high  character"  it  is  probable  that  the  details 
which  it  gives  are  generally  correct.  It  is,  therefore,  in- 
serted here,  as  a  supplement  to  the  sketch  of  the  History  of 
St.  Domingo. 


H.  M.  &    —,  Port  Royal*  Sept  1, 1818. 
MY  DEAR  SIB, 

I  promised  you,,  if  I  could  give  you  any  information  from 
Hayti,  I  would  send  it.  I  am  just  returned  from  paying  the 
king  a  visit  at  Cape  Henry.  I  send  you,  by  Lieutenant  Bunce 
of  the  marines,  in  the  Pique,  all  the  Haytian  publications  5 
and  I  am  sure  you  will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  the  Baron 
Vastey  is  compiling  a  very  full  history  of  King  Henry,  from 
his  earliest  days,  with  a  large  appendix  of  original  letters 
and  papers.  Mr.  Steevens  wished  .to  have  the  documents 
sent  him  to  complete  a  histqry,  but  the  king  desired  him  to 
be  told,  that  he  wished  one  of  his  own  subjects  to  have  the 
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credit  of  writing  it,  but  that  it  should  be  tent  him  after  pub- 
lication, with  whatever  other  documents  he  might  wish.    I 
told  Baron  Dupuey  (who  is  every  thing  at  the  Cape,  what 
you  may  call  the  king1 8  factotum,  and  certainly  far  the  ablest 
man  he  has),  that  I  hoped  they  meant  to  give  a  true  and 
fair  account  of  the  king's  early  years,  before  he  became  a 
conspicuous  character.    He  answered,  that  the  king,  when 
Baron  Vastey  and  he  were  speaking  about  the  history,  said, 
"  my  desire  is,  that  it  may,  in  what  regards  my  life,  be  a 
plain  and  clear  statement  of  facts,  and  that  those  who  knew 
roe  in  early  life,  when  they  see  those  facts  in  the  book,  may 
vouch  for  their  truth.'*    If  they  really  do  this,  it  will  not 
only  be  curious  but  valuable,  for  few  more  extraordinary 
characters  have  appeared.*— He  has  risen  from  a  slave  at  St. 
Kitt's,  where  he  was  born,  to  be  a  steward  in  one  of  Count 
D'Estaing's  fleet,  and  from  that  to  uncontrolled  power  and 
riches,  beyond  what  any  individual  almost  ever  possessed. 
When  in  good  humour  he  calls  himself  an  Englishman. 

To  account  for  my  kind  and  friendly  reception  at  the 
Cape,  it  is  necessary  to  say  that  since  my  former  visit  hi 
1814,  the  king  has  always  remembered  me. 

Strong  impressions  have  gone  out  all  over  the  world 
against  this  man,  of  his  tyranny,  cruelty,  avarice,  and  in- 
justice, both  to  his  own  subjects,  and  those  strangers  who 
reside  as  merchants  in  his  dominions — but  always  remember 
one  thing  in  reading  accounts  of  his  atrocities,  that  there  are 
three  sets  of  men  whose  interest  it  is  to  hold  him  up  as  a 
monster.  The  republicans,  his  neighbours,  they  have  more 
justiee  on  their  side  than  the  other  two — the  proprietors  of 
slaves  and  advocates  for  slavery  all  oyer  the  world — and  the 
merchants  who  trade  with  him  >  they  do  it,  to  keep  others, 
by  fear,  away,  that  they  may  monopolise  the  trade*  This- 
was  the  first  cause  of  our  opening  a  correspondence,  and 
that  has  had  the  desired  effect  in  a  great  measure. 
t  In  1814,  I  was  sent  by  Admiral  Brown,  to  visit  Cape 
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Henry,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  true  state  of  our 
commerce  with  Hayti;  for  there  were  strange  reports  in 
circulation,  both  to  windward  •  and  at  Jamaica.    It  was  said 
that  neither  the  persons  nor  the  property  of  our  merchants 
were  safe}  that  on  the  most  trivial  occasions  he  threw  them 
into  prison,  and  seized  and  confiscated  their  property — in- 
short,  such  was  the  impression  upon  me,  that  I  actually 
thought  that. my  person  was  endangered  by  landing.    How- 
ever, I  ventured,  and  once  on  shore,  I  remained  all  the  time 
the  shtp  lay  there,  and  certainly  was  not  a  little  astonished  to 
ind  myself,  after  all,  in  the  midst  of  a  gentlemanlike  well- 
informed  set  of  merchants.   And  the  following  report,  which 
I  gare  Admiral  Brown,  will  show  you  the  state  of  thai  body 
of  men : — "  According  to  your  orders,  I  first  of -all  communi- 
cated privately  with  the  principal  merchants,  •  and  then  with* 
these  in  a  body  at  a  public  meeting.     Their  answer  was 
unanimous.    (Some  of  them,  at  that  time,  had  the  experi- 
ence of  eight  years.)     '  We  conceive  our  persons  and  pro-' 
perty  under  the  protection  of  the  king  to  be  as  safe  as  at 
Kingston,  unless  the  French  land  an  expedition,  and  then 
he  haa  given  us  notice  that  all  property,  public  and  private, 
will  be  burnt  with  the  city,  but  that  he  will  give  every  pro- 
tection to  our  persons,  and  we  have  the  most  perfect  confi- 
dence in  his  promises.*     And  they  added,  '  we  hope  the 
admiral  will  send  a  man  of  war  frequently  to  pay  us  a  visit'; 
it  gives  us  consequence  here.' %>    'Such,  in  1814,  were  the 
sentiments  I  found  the  merchants  impressed  with,  and  such 
they  are  at  this  moment;  nor  could  I  hear  of  one  act  of  in- 
justice that  could  fairly  be  attributed  to  the  king.    He  is 
sharp  in  his  dealings,  and  in  making  them  fulfil  their  con- 
tracts.   But  it  it  almost  needless  to  mention  how  far  a 
merchant  adventurer  will  go  for  gain,  and  how  necessary  it  is 
to  watch  them.    They  have  now  nearly  given  up  attempting 
to  take  him  in  by  outward  show.    He  has  too  good  judges 
about  him;  and  being  a  good  one  himself,  and  when  they 
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least  expect  it,  seeing  every  thing,  it  would  be  a  bad  job  for 
them  to  bring  bad  goods.  I  was  asked  by  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal merchants  in  Kingston,  who  had  lost  a  good  deal  by 
the  trade  with  Cape  Henry,  and  who,  of  course,  attributed 
that  loss  to  the  king,  will  you  tell  me  of  one  man,  Captain 
f  who  has  made  money  by  ending  there  i  I  answered, 


will  you  teU  me,  Mr.  Pavishaw,  of  one  merchant  that  ever 
made  money  by  sending  hia  goods  to  a  market  where  double 
its  consumption  is  thrown  in  annually,  and  from  which  there 
is  no  other  outlet,  except  by  re*shipping  your  goods  back  to 
England  ? 

-  In  the  following  remarks,  1  intend  just  to  write  you  what 
I  hare  seen  myself  or  heard  from  the  best  authority.  It 
would  be  presumption  in  me  to  venture  to  give  the  character 
of  this  most  extraordinary  man,— -co  you  must  draw  your  own 
conclusions  from  the  facts. 

The  king  is  in  his  person  what  in  Enghvnd  you  would 
call  a  fine  portly  looking  man,  about  Sve  feet  ten  inches/ 
He  is  now  growing  stout,  and  on  horseback,  where)  be  cer* 
tainly  looks  the  best,  has  much  the  appearance  of  old  George* 
His  dress,  except  on  state  days,  is  very  like  the  Windsor 
uniform,  without  lace  or  star*  He  is  quite  black,  with  a 
manner  and  countenance,  when  in  good  humour  (and  I  have 
never  seen  him  in  any  other),  very  intelligent,  pleasant  and 
expressive— his  features  are  much  that  of  his  countrymen— 
his  nose  rather  long,  bujb  fiat  at  the  nostrils — his  lipa  are  not 
thick— his  eyas,  except  when  in  a  rage,  rather  small,  but 
quick— his  forehead,  which  gwes  so  muoh  character  to  his 
countenance,  high— when  I  saw  him  last,  his  hair  was  gray, 
and  until  he  remarked  it  to  me  himself  (for  I  thought  he 
wore  powder),  I  did  not  observe  that  it  is  now  grown  quite 
white*  I  am  told  by  tboae  who  have  seen-bim  in  one  of  his 
gusts  of  passion,  that  it  oan  only  be  compared  to  a  hurricane 
for  its  fury  j  but  fortunately  the  fit  now  comes  very  seldom, 
and  does  not  last  long.    A  friend,  who  has  seen  a  great  deal 
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of  hka,  told  me  be  one  day  saw  trim  in  ooe~his  form  ahso* 
lately  dilated,  his  countenance  changed*  and  hi*  eyes  became 
enlarged  and  foiled  in  his  heed.  He  looked  like  a  demon- 
it  was  enter  in  fife  minutes,,  expending  itself  in  words,  and 
be  was  then  as  quiet  as  a  child*  None  but  the  queen  duo 
go  near  him  in  those  paroxysms. 

Since  my  last  visit,  ho  has  entered  into  a  dose  and  inti- 
mate alliance  with  Mr.  Wilberfarce  and  Ins  party.  His 
three  great  advisers  for  the  improvement  of  his  subjects  are 
Messrs  WBberfbrce,  Steevens,  and  Clarknon.  He  has  many 
others,  Amongst  whom  is  8ir  John  Sinclair* 

titis  avowed  intention  is  a  religious,  moral,  and  political 
change*  How  ftr  he  is  sincere,  and  how  far  ho  possesses 
ttdents  capable  of  bringing  about  so  'great  a  change* 
time  wfH  best  show.  He  appears  to  me  a  man  possessing 
strong  powers  of  mind,  attended  with  strong  passions.  Ho 
Ss  wholly  without  education,  and  even  now  can  read  very 
badly,  and  can  only  write  enough  to  sign  his  name.  But 
to  make  up  for  that,  he  has  been  brought  up  in  the 
school  of  danger,  difficulties,  and  intrigue,  Where  his  deep 
poKey  and  knowledge  of  human  character  have  shone  as 
conspicuously  as  his  courage  and  talent  as  a  soldier. 

It  is  kk  mind,  and  his  alone,  that  governs  all;  he  baa 
the  ablest  men  of  his  kingdom  employed  about  his  person, 
but  they  are  mere  executors  of  his  will.  One  proof  of  bio 
being  neither  a  very  changeable  or  cruel  man,  is,  that  almost 
aM  the  great  officers  of  the  palace,  who  were  there  four  years 
ago,  are  there  now ;  and  they  bear,  generally  speaking,  the 
characters  of  good  and  just  men.  And  if  he  is  in  hiaosdf 
craei  to  his  subjects,  he  takes  care  to  punish  with  the  great* 
est  severity  that  crime  in  others. 

There  is  one  striking  part  of  his  character,— he  never 
forgives  a  fault.  He  even  sent  his  own  son,  the  prince  royal, 
a  prisoner  to  the  citadel,  to  show  he  paid  no  regard  to  high 
rank.    But  before  you  judge  too  severely  of  him  for  this, 
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thiok  who  he  has  to  govern— a  set  of  slaves,  brought  up 
without  any  principles  of  either  religion  or  morality,  jmd 
who  hate,  in  the  sanguinary  and  dreadful  contest  for  liberty,, 
been  accustomed,  by  the  example  of  their  enemies,  to  all 
sorts  of  butcherous  and  dreadful  crimes.  And.  well  did  their 
cruel  and  faithless  masters,  generally  speaking,  deserve  their 
fate— Till  this  spirit,  by  time,  &c.  dies  away,  I  think  he  is 
the  only  man  who  can  govern  them,  to  do  them  real  and 
lasting  good. 

The  gentleman  before  mentioned,  who  has  certainly  had 
the  best  opportunity  of  seeing  him  in  private  life,  says  he  is 
a  most  affectionate  father  of  a  family,  and.  that  his  cNMren 
in  his  presence  are  under  no  fear  or  restraint.  He  has  in  his 
palace  several  little  children,  the  orphans  of.  old  officers  of 
his— they  are  always  running  about  the  room,  when  he  has 
no  business,  and  feeling  his  pockets  for  bon-bons. 

When  Dr.  Burt,  was  bleeding  the  princess  royal,  he  nana* 
|Uto  the  room  and  took  the  bason,  and  when  Dr.  Burt  wished 
to  relieve  him  from  it,  he  said,  Repeinber  I  em  a  father; 
There  are  many  other  little  traits  of  a  good  and  an  affec- 
tionate heart  in  domestic  life.  I .  only  give  these  trifling 
anecdotes  to  show  you  that  the  man  is  not;  a  devil  in  a  human 
shape.  He  is  very  muoh  attached  to  the  queen,. who,  by 
what  every  person  says  of  her,  deserves  it.  She  is  said  to  be 
of  a  moat  amiable  character,  and  her  charities  are  most  ex- 
tensive—she is  plain  in  her  manners,  and  quite  jet  black. 
Her  two  daughters,  as  the  lady  told  me  that  attended  them 
as  preceptress  for  a  year  (an  American  lady),  are  very  accom- 
plished, speaking  English  well — in  their  manners  particularly 
engaging  and  affable  to  all  about  them— they  are  sixteen 
and  eighteen. 

When  I  left  Port  Royal  this  last  time,  I  was  told  by  a 
captain  of  a  man  of  war,  that  the  strangers  were  confined  to 
within  the  Barriers,  except  on  Sunday,  and  then  they  were 
allowed  to  go  out  to  dinner  to  a  small  place  they  had  about 
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Jour  miles  from  town.  What  did  1  find  ?— tjiat  Mangers  were 
allowed  to  go  out  at  all  times  as  far  as  18  miles  without  a 
passport  |  they  were  allowed  to  go  out  shooting  3  in  short, 
that,  they  did  as  they  liked.  They  asked  the  king  for  per* 
mission  to  take  a  house  in  the  country  to  dine  at  now  and 
then;  he  immediately  gave  them  a  place,  4  miles  out  of 
town,  called  Hunt  du  Cap,  an  excellent  house,  beautiful 
garden,  and  100  acres  of  fine  land  for  pasture,  or  any 
use  they  chose  to  put. them  to.  One  of  his.  courtiers,. stime 
time  afterwards,  wanted  to  bay  it,  and  he  said,  it  was  no 
linger  his,  he  had  given  it  to  the  strangers.  I  told  the 
stranger*  that  the  king  ought  to  take' it  from  them  they 
kept  it  in  such  bad  order. 

He  is  now  building  .a  college  at  Sans  Souci,  where  it  is 
his  inception  to,  haste  professors  of  the  different  sciences  from 
England.  They,  like  all  beginners,  were  too  sanguine,  and 
thoiaght  that  nothing  else  was  necessary  than  to  have  out  all 
kinds  of  learned  doctors.  They  were  going  to  teach  thek 
boys  Latin,  Greek;  in  short,  they  were  at  once  to  rival  our 
colleges.  Howefrer,  as  this  mania  wore  off,  Baron  Vastey, 
who  has  the  management,  began  to  see  that  he  was  all 
wrong,  and  that  they  must  creep  and  walk  before  they 
could  run,  and  now  they  are  proceeding  on  rationally,  until 
the  college  is  built  He  has  established  four  schools  und4r 
Englishmen  on  the  Lancasterian  system— one  at  Cape  Henry,' 
Sans  Souei,  Gonaives,  and  Port  au  Paix. 

Mr*  Gulliver,  at  Cape  Henry,  came  out  two  years  ago— 
he  was  a  monitor  at  one  of  the  establishments  in  the  city 
road— he  is  a  very  clever  fine  young  man,  and  deserving  the 
good  opinion  the  king  has  of  him— his  school  has  177  boys. 
J  was  much  astonished  at  the  wonderful  progress  that  was 
made  by  many  in  spelling,  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic— 
they  did  sums  in  addition  in  the  most  perfect  manner  above 
400  millions.  It  is  from  this  school  he  takes  his  masters  for 
the  small  towns  and  villages,  and  the  cleverest  of  those,  of 
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good  connections,  are  seat  to  learn  Latin  and  Mathematics 
with  Mr.  — ,  the  clergyman,  who  is,  I  believe,  a  good 
teacher.  It  wiH  be  as  wall  to  mention  to  yon  now  the  opi- 
nions of  the  professor  of  anatomy,  Dr.  Stuart  (a  man  in 
whose  judgment  I  should  place  the  most  perfect  reliance, 
and  who  is  reaMy  a  truly  public  benefit  to  the  whole  kingdom), 
and  Mr.  Gulliver,  upon  the  natural  capacities  of  the  blades. 
«*  There  is  no  doubt  that  they  are  quick  ait  learning  the  early 
rudiments  of  education,  and  have  wonderful  memories,  but 
the  grand  question,  it  appears,  stQl  remains  to  be  solved, 
viz.  how  far  they  have  powers  of  reasoning,  &*"  You  wA 
understand  what  they  mean.  Many  mulattoes  are  found 
very  able  men — both  Barons  Dupuey  and  Vastey  are  eo$ 
also  Count  Limonade,  the  secretary.  I  was  delighted  to  see 
a  little  flat  nosed  beetle-browed  black  boy,  about  11  yqs«s 
old,  get  above  all  the  big  fellows  at  the  first  going  off,  and 
keep  the  head  of  the  class  throughout  the  whole  trial  $  from 
his  accuracy  and  perfection  in  every  change  of  subject,  hede* 
served  it.  Mr.  Gulliver  has  them  in  grant  order,  and,  I  am 
sorry  to  say  they  require  it)  for  they  am  brought  up,  not- 
withstanding every  thing,  very  loose  in  their  principles* 
The  king,  if  he  wishes  thoroughly  to  succeed,  must  form  the 
girls  into  schools,  and  so  try  to  mend  them.  Ha  has,  in  hto 
late  journey  through  his  dominions,  married  them  wherever 
he  went  by  ranks,  carrying  a  clergyman  with  him.  This  is 
what  may  be  called  a  rough  commencement  of  his  moral 


Sans  Souci  is  the  next  school,— this  is  mora  select,  the 
schoolmaster,  a  young  Aberdeen  collegian,  is  said  to  be  of 
very  considerable  talents,  and  to  have  got  a  regular  college 
education.  He  is  also  tutor  to  the  prince- royal.  This  youth's 
character  is  so  differently  represented  that  I  do  not  know 
what  to  think  of  him— he  is  not  yet  16  years  old,  very  large 
they  say,  quite  as  large  as  his  father— not  wanting  in  talent, 
but  prefers  being  on  horseback  to  studying  Eudid— liberal  of 
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bis  money  when  he  has  any~in  short,  he  may  turn  out  any 
tiling  yet  for  what  people  know. 

Gonaives— the  master  of  this  place  is  dead,  and  an  ex- 
eeUent  riddance,  by  all  aeconnts  of  those  that  knew  him,  H 
is.  He  was  a  most  detestable  canting  hypocrite,  but  possess- 
ing considerable  talents.  He  was  secretary  to  one  of  Hie 
missionary  societies.  I  was  told  by  an  English  gentle- 
man from  GoasAVes,  that  people  are  not  very  sorry  for 
him. 

Port  an  Pai&~4his  is  another  bad  bargain.  The  king 
found  him  drunk  at  12  o'clock  in  the  day  amongst  Ms  scho- 
lars. He  is  certain  of  dying,  I  think,  this  season,  from  all* 
accounts.  The  king  has  paid  each  of  these  teachers  monthly 
KM)  dollars,  bnt  the  two  good  ones  he  has  said  shall  go  homo 
independent 

Mr.  ■■■■■■  <  ■  >,  the  clergyman,  was  usher  at  a  school  at 
Plymouth.  He  was  ordained  about  a  week  before  he  left 
England,  and  makes  up  in  zeal,  see.  &e.  what  he  wants  in 
sense.  I  helseve  he  is  not  a  bad  schoolmaster,  but  to  bring 
about  a  reformation  in  religion,  it  requires  something  very 
diflferent,*+-he  has  so  well  managed  his  matters  in  three 
months,  that  none  of  the  merchants  or  indeed  any  one  visit 
him,  and  even  the  ladies  have  given  up  going  to  hear  him 
preach.    Mre.  ■«  ■ »    <  ■  ■  instructs  the  young  ladies. 

Dr.  Stuart,  the  professor  of  anatomy,  is  come  out  with 
Mrs.  Stuart— he  appears  a  man  about  88,  and  very  clever- 
he  has  taken  cnarge  of  the  hospitals,  and  no  one,  not  even 
the  governor,  dare  ask  him  a  question— he  orders  what  he 
takes,  and  it  is  immediately  given  him— in  short,  he  says, 
that  there  is  nowhere  in  Europe  a  more  liberally  endowed 
hospital— 4f  a  common  soldier  requires  two  bottles  of  wkie  a 
day,  he  has  it,  and  good.  The  king  went  round  the  hospital 
when  I  was  there.  I  saw  Dr.  Stuart  just  after  it  $  he  was 
perfectly  astonished.  He  said  there  was  not  an  individual 
that  he  did  not  know  by  name,  his  character,  his  regimen, 
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disease,  and  every  thing  about  him ;  and  Whenever  he  eame 
to  a  blackguard  (and  the  Doctor  said  every  one  he  singled 
out  had  been  a  troublesome  patient),  he  gave  him  a  con- 
founded crack  on  the  head  with  his  cane,  saying  — ,  — 
there  were  above  300  in — the  soldiers  were  all  delighted  to 
see  him,  and  cut  jokes — not  so  the  officers,  they  looked 
frightened — the  wards  for  the  officers  are  really  elegantly 
fitted  up,  and  he  sends  them  of  all  ranks  there,  from  a 
duke  downwards. 

When  I  arrived  here,  I  sent  to  him  at  his  palace  at  Sans 
Souci  to  beg  an  audience*  I"  wished  very  much  to  have  gone 
out  there.  I  am  wrong.  He  first  sent  to  know  if  I  had  any 
particular  business  with  him ;  if  I  had,  he  would  see  me,  but 
he  had  not  recovered  from  the  fatigue  of  his  journey  $  at  the 
same  time  an  order  came  in  to  ask  for  every  attention  as  his 
friend.  I  sent  out  to  say  I  wished  to  see  him  very  particularly 
-—an  answer  to  this  brought  an  excuse,  at  which  I  was  very 
much  vexed — however,  two  of  his  principal  officers  came  in 
immediately  afterwards  from  him  with  a  fine  message,  that  if 
I  was  going  to  stay  till  Wednesday  the  king  would  be  in 
town  $  of  course,  I  staid,  and  on  Thursday  morning  had  a 
long  audience.  He  was  in  high  good  humour,  and  received 
me  as  an  old  friend — we  were  obliged  to  speak  through 
Baron  Dupuey,  as  I  cannot  speak  French  well  enough,  and 
he  wont  speak  English.  We  conversed  a  great  deal  upon 
the  changes  that  had  taken  place  since  my  last  visit.  In 
answer  to  something  complimentary  which  I  had  said  of  his 
schools,  he  said,  "  My  wish  is  that  my  fellow-citizens  may  be 
made  capable,  by  education,  of  enjoying  the  constitution  I 
intend  for  them ;  and  if  I  live  long  enough,  the  world  will 
see  that  this  has  always  been  nearest  my  heart,  and  occupied 
all  my  thoughts  $  but  I  must  have  time ;  we  require  it.*' 
He  has  offered,  through  England,  twenty,  millions  of  dollars 
to  France  to  make  an  independent  peace,  guaranteed  by  Eng- 
land, but  without  the  guarantee,  he  would  no*  give  20 
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dollars,  and  till  that  is  done,  all  his  towns  and  the  country 
will  be  kept  in  the  present  ruinous  state;  for  if  they  make 
the  trial,  the  hour  they  land  they  will  find  themselves  in  a 
wilderness,  without  a  house  to  cover  then,  or  a  inomei  of/ 
food  but  what  they  bring  with  them.  When  I  mentioned 
to  him  the  talent  which  I  thought  I  saw  in  the  boys,  he 
said,  with  a  smile,— I  think  we  shall  be  able  to  prove  that  we 
are  capable  of  thinking  and  acting  for  ourselves.  He  car* 
tatnly  is  bringing  that  great  question  to  a  lair  trial,  whether 
the  negroes  possess  sufficient  reasoning  powers  to  govern 
themselves,  or,  in  short,  whether  they  have  the  same  capon-* 
ties  as  white  men.  And  he  is  the  only  man,  I  think;  in  the 
world  who  could  have  given  it  so  bold  a  trial. 

In  conversation  one  day  with  Baron  Bupney  upon  his 
treasures,  he  said,  "  It  is  true  I  do  possess  immense  treasures,  '• 
and  I  know  men  think  I  am  hoarding  it  for  the  mere  pleasure 
of  hoarding ;  but  they  are  mistaken  -,  and  whenever,  that  trea- 
sure can  be  of  use  to  my  feUow-rittzens,  in  procuring  ihem 
liberty  and  independence,  it  is  ready  to  come  down  from  the 
citadel."  What  a  pity  that  such  grand  plans  should  depend 
upon  the  life  of  one  individual,  but  I  hope  he  will  live  long 
enough  to  give  stability  to  his  government  and  system,  but 
should  any  thing  happen  to  him  now,  all  would  go  in  a  mi* 
nority  to  perfect  ruin  and  barbarism. 

On  my  taking  leave,  I  said  I  had  only  one  thing  to  regret, 
not  seeing  Sans  Souci  and  Citadel  d'Henry :  he  said,  when 
you  come  back  you  shall  come  out  to  me  at  Sans  Souci,  and 
I  will  go  with  you  myself  to  the  Citadel,  but  I  have  bean 
pulling  down  a  great  deal,  and  making  alterations  and  en- 
largements, and  I  dont  like  to  show  things  in  an  unfinished 
state. 

Sans  Souci,  which,  in  my  last  visit,  was  merely  his  coun- 
try palace,  is  now  become,  I  am  told,  a  handsome  town, 
with  a  larger  population  than  Cape  Henry.  The  palace, 
they  say,  has  undergone  great  alterations  and  improvements, 
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and  you  may  guess  Ms  magnificence  when  I  tell  yen  that  the 
furniture  for  his  grand  hall  of  audience  and  state  is  expected 
dairy  from  Paris,  agreed  for  at  one  million  of  francs,  and  a 
German  (for  lit  will  not  allow  a  Frenchman  to  come)  is  to 
have  5000  do  liars  to  fit  it  up. 

The  Citadel  is  hardly  to  be  described.  It  appears  from 
the  sea  at  the  distance  of  15  miles,  when  ekar  of  clouds,  like 
one  of  those  enchanted  castles  in  old  romances,  It  is  built 
on  the  rocky  pinnacle  of  the  highest  Ml,  said  to  be  1,509 
feel  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  He  is  now  enlarging  it,  and 
I  was  told,  but  I  do  not  believe  it,  that  it  wiU  contain  30,000 
men.  I  should  guess  8000.  He  has  a  very  handsome  palace 
in  it.  Here  are  all  his  treasures.  He  is1  now  bttftding  strong 
marteUa  towers  on  the  adjoining  hills,  which  will  give  him 
a'grea*  command  of  hill  country  for  raising  food  for  his  army. 
Except  by  treachery,  1  think  it  impregnable.  There  is  no 
want  of  water,  for  it  is  always  in  the  clouds. 

The  governor  of  Cape  Henry,  the  Dafce  of  Marmalade,  a 
regular  old  black  fellow,  but  an  excellent  and  upright  man, 
gave  the  officers  and  me  a  grand  dinner.  I  took  IS  of  them 
and  we  sat  down  36.  We  had  two  Dukes,  three  Counts, 
and  four  Barons,  and  all  the  strangers  who  had  asked  me  to 
dinner.  He  gave  us  a  most  gentlemanlike  dinner,  with  an 
elegant  desert  and  good  wine,  and  we  drank  all  our  toasts 
standing  with  three  times  three.  They  were  very  moderate, 
but  this  is  not  natural;  they  like  a  glass  of  wine.  But  the 
king  might  send  for  any  of  them,  as  they  were  all  of  his 
staff. 

•  By  the  time  you  have  got  this  for,  I  think  you  will  be  as 
tired  of  reading  as  my  fingers  are  of  writing.  I  send  this 
through  Mr.   ■ 

And  believe  me, 

very  truly,  yours, 
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P.S.  Did  I  mention  thai  the  king  is  determined  to 
change  the  language  from  bad  French  to  English )  In  con- 
sequence of  the  schools,  those  who  do  speak  English  speak 
it  most  correctly.  They  wish  to  annihilate  every  trace  of  a 
Frenchman. 
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A   LIST 

Of  TBI 

BRITISH  COLONIES  AND  POSSESSIONS 

IN 

THE  WEST  INDIES, 

AND  ON 

THE  AMERICAN  CONTINENT,  SOUTH  OF  THE  GULPH 

OF  MEXICO. 


. 

WEST  INDIES, 

Anguilla 

Nevis 

Antigua 

> 

St.  Christopher 

Bahamas 

St.  Lucia  * 

Barbadoes 

St.  Vincent 

Barbuda 

Tobago* 

Bermuda 

Tortola 

Dominica 

• 

Trinidad  t 

Grenada 

Virgin  Gorda,  and  se- 

Jamaica 

veral  of  the  Adjacent 

Montserrat 

islets. 

AMERICA. 

BerbiceJ 

% 

Essequibo  X 

Demararat 

Honduras. 

*  Ceded  to  Great  Britain,  by  France,  by  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  Ma y  30,  1814. 
t  Ceded  by  Spain,  to  Great  Britain,  by  the  Treaty  of  Amiens. 
t  Ceded  to  Gnat  Britain,  by  the  King  of  the  Netherlands,  by  a  Conten- 
tion, rfgned  at  London,  August  13, 1814. 
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No.  III. 


APPEN-  An  account  of  Slaves.  Stock,  and  Acres  of  Land,  in  Jamaica, 
nix 

-      -  for  the  Year  1812. 


PARISHES. 

Slaves. 

Stock. 

Acres  of  Land. 

St.  Andrew    .... 

16,570 

5,181 

83,427 

St.  Ann 

23,702 

24,537 

230,224 

St.  Catherine      .     .     . 

8,479 

6,868 

68,281 

Clarendon     .... 

20,228 

9,564 

221,847 

St.  David       .     .     .     . 

7,203 

2,208 

50,834 

St.  Dorothy  .... 

5,130 

2,958 

36,743 

St.  Elizabeth           .     , 

22,280 

23,237 

276,83t> 

St.  George     .... 

13,400 

3,710 

93,100 

Hanover 

23,167 

7,201 

105,198 

St.  James       .... 

24,970 

6,628 

127,743 

St.  John 

6,690 

1,133 

65,795 

Kingston       .... 

5,370 

604 

1,786 

St.  Mary 

25,781 

16,010 

f    122,557 

Portland 

7,440 

1,640 

50,263 

Port  Royal    .... 

7,980 

223 

29,126 

St.  Thomas  in  the  East 

26,291 

5,374 

143,475 

St.  Thomas  in  the  Vale 

11,9?3 

2,503 

78,029 

Trelawny      .... 

27,950 

6,380 

173,768 

Vere 

14,359 

4,691 

109,946 

Westmoreland  .    •    . 

21,019 

12,76? 

185,413 

Total 

319,912 

143,419 

2,254,387 
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APPENDIX. 


No.  VIL 

An  account  of  the  total  number  of  Slaves,  White  Persons,  and  Free 
Persons  of  Colour,  in  the  Island  of  Dominica,  taken  in  conformity 
to  an  Act  of  the  Legislature,  bearing  date  the  I9th  Day  of  Febru- 
ary, 1811. 


Total  number  of  Slaves     ...... 

Ditto White  Persons      .     .     . 

Ditto Free  Persons  of  Colour  . 


$1,748 
1,345 
2,986 


Roseau,  Dominica, 
Nov.  15, 1811. 


Signed, 
PERE  P.  BOURDIEU, 

Treasurer. 


No.  VIII. 

Account  of  the  Population  of  the  Island  of  St.  Christopher,  returned 

April  17, 1819. 


J.  — 


Whites, 


Free 
Coloured 


Slaves. 


In  the  Parish  of  St.  George,  Basseterre 

St.  Peter,  Basseterre    .    . 

......  St.  Ifary,  Cayon      .    .     . 

Christ  Church,  New  Town 

......  St.  John,  Capisterre      .    • 

St.  Paul,  Capisterre      •    • 

St.  Ann*,  Sandy  Point 

St.  Thomas,  Middle  lslatd 

.    •    r     ...  Trinity,  Fllmeftb  Foint    • 


Exclusive  of  the  Garrison  of  Brimstone  Hill. 


864 

108 

65 

41 

75 

68 

167 

179 

43 


1,173 

25 

99 

54 

155 

35 

247 

27« 

6 


1,610  J  1,996 

i 


3,738 
2,782 
2,222 
2,063 
1,511 
1,588 

1,997 
2,441 

1,543 


19,885 


APPENDIX.  11 


No.  IX 


Account  of  the  Population  of  the  Island  of  Nevis,  returned  on  the 

•  9th  of  January,  1812. 

Slaves  ........      9,326 

Whites 501 

Coloured  Free  Men  ....         605 


Total        10,430 


No.  X. 

Statement  of  the  increase  of  the  Black  and  Coloured  Population,  born 
-  in  Servitude,  in  Antigua*  between  the  years  1807.  and  1812.  * 

No. 
Return  xhade  in  the  Treasurer's  Office,  for  the  year  1812    .    .'  30,568 
Manumitted  since  the  year  1807     ..........       484 

Number  expected  to  be  relumed  from  English  Harbour     ...  400 

»  "^■^ ™™ 

31,452 


Return  of  the  Slaves  in  Antigua,  in  the  year  1807     ....  30,282 
General  increase  since  the  year  1807,  when  the  Abolition  Act 

took  effect     ....".' 1,170 


31,452 


No.  XI. 

A. 

Account  of  the  Population  of  the  Island  of  Montserrat,  returned  May 

the  12th,  1812. 

Slaves G£&t 

Whites 444 

Coloured  Free  Men 402 


Total        7,383 


IS 


APPENDIX. 
No.  XII. 


Account  of  the  Population  of  New  Providence,  the  principal  of  the 
Bahama  Islands,  taken  in  the  month  of  December,  1810. 

Waltea.    FreeBUckt.     Free  Coloured.     Black  glares.    Coloured  SlaTta.     Foreigner!.     Total. 
1,720        665  509  3,044  146  100       6,084 

Account  of  the  Population  of  the  other  Bahama  Islands,  taken  from 
returns  made  by  the  Magistrates  thereon,  in  June,  1812. 


i 


Harbour  Island,  and  Keys  adjacent 

Watting*  a  Island 

Crooked  Island 

Long  Island   ........ 

Rum  Key       

£xuma,  and  Keys    ...... 

Heneagua •    .    . 

Caicos    .    ;    .    ....    .    .•    .• 

Turk's  Islands 

St.  Salvadore       

Eleuthera       


Whites. 


661 
21 
S3 

141 

7 

96 

1 

32 

540 

54 

576 


3,152 


Free,  Black, 

and 
Coloured. 


52 

5 

55 

67 

o 

55 
O 
6 

87 

58 

143 


Slave*. 


526 


539 

486 

1,142 

734 

177 

1,261 

26 

521 
1,308 

662 
1,098 


Total. 


1,252 
512 

1,216 
942 
184 

1,412 

29 

559 

1,935 
774 

1,817 


7,956    10,634 


New  Providence 6,084 

The  other  Islands    .    .    ...    10,634 


Total  Population 16,718 


No.  XIII. 
Return  of  the  Population  of  the  Bermuda  Islands,  February  6, 1612. 


Slaves,  Male  and  Female   ,.    .    .    4,794 

Whites,  ditto 4,756 

Coloured,  ditto 451 


Total       9,900 


These  Islands  contain  nine  Parishes,  including  12,  Wl  Acres. 
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APPENDIX. 


No.  XV. 

Comparative  Table  of  the  Population  of  St.  Lucia,  for  the  Years 

1807  and  1810. 


Whites. 

Free  People. 

Slaves. 

Diminution  of 
Population. 

1807 

1810 

1807 

1810 

1807 

1810 

Castries 

174 

185 

496 

407 

2,310 

2,213 

Whites            4 

AnselaRaye 

61 

50 

124 

160 

573 

531 

Free  People  18 
Slaves         570 

It  is  to  be  ob- 
served that  In  1806, 

Soufriere 

336 

384 

247 

408 

3,119 

3,329 

Choiseul 

106 

132 

197 

238 

1,111 

1,126 

Laborie 

132 

116 

185 

142 

1,663 

1,545 

before  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  Trade. 

Vieux  Fort 

156 

122 

144 

153 

1,618 

1,313 

there  was  sold  a 

Micoud 

53 

50 

81 

43 

992 

883 

cargo  off  slaves,  to 
the  number  of  188, 

Praslin 

29 

31 

32 

41 

400 

678 

which  could  not  be 
included  in  the  re- 

D'  Ennery 

29 

31 

80 

13 

736 

485 

tarn  of  1807,  which 
makes  the  whole 

Dauphin 

60 

38 

124 

126 

942 

763 

decrease   of    the 

Gros  Islet 

78 

71 

186 

147 

1,483 

1,531 

Slave  Population 
to  bo  796. 

Total 

1,214 

1,210 

1,696 

1,878 

14,967 

14,397 

• 

Certified  to  be  true,  Castries,  Nov.  30,  1811, 


DE  BAHBIER, 
King •«  Attorney  General. 


Signed, 
A.WOOP, 
JConwandant. 
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APPENDIX. 

No-XVIlI. 

Return  to  an  Order  of  the  Honourable  House  of  Common*, 
dated  28th  March,  1817  i— requiring, 

An  Account  showing  the  Official  Value  of  the  Trade  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies  in  the  West  Indies  now 
under  the  Dominion  of  His  Majesty,  in  each  Year  from 
1760  to  1816,  both  inclusive;  and  also,  of  the  Number 
and  Tonnage  of  Vessels  employed  in  such  Trade,  as  far 
as  the  same  can  be  ascertained ;  and  distinguishing  the 
Quarters  in  the  Year  1816. 
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YEARS 


1760 
1761 
1762 
1763 
1764 
1765 
1766 
1767 
1768 
1769 
1770 
1771 
1772 
1773 
1774 
1775 
1776 
1777 
1778 
1779 
1780 
1781 
1782 
1783 
1784 
1785 
1786 
1787 


Official  Value  of  the  Trade 
between  Great  Britain 
and  the  Colonies  in  the 
West  Indies  now  under 
the  Dominion  of  His 
Majesty, 


Imports 

from  the 

West  Indies 


1,907,002 
2,000,147 
1,808,8^9 
2,349,006 
2,527,795 
2,302.279 
2,637,532 
2,851,429 
3,139,493 
2,926,549 
3,342,231 
2,931,524 
3,405,0*7 
2,836,093 
3,*61,267 
3,627,881 
3,S00,o44 
2,791,928 
3*010,930 
2,830,560 
2.60  >,910 
1,858,537 
2,5.  6,251 
2,891,805 
3  405,1*0 
4,354,421 
3,443,390 
3,783,289 


Exports 

to  the 

West  Indies 


1,299,759 
992,055 
988,910 
1,154,109 
983,711 
1,071,646 
1,195,347 
1,144,092 
1,260,576 
1,370,076 
1339,451 
1,214,167 
1,440,127 
1,335,773 
1,418,814 
1,717,1229 
1,604,535 
1,256,636 
1451,068 
1,166,725 
1,751,827 
1,024,447 
l.*7i;981 
1,?  96,982 
1,370,066 
1,235,528 
1,336,063 
1,733,265 


Number  and  Tonnage  of  Vessels 
employed  in  such  Trade. 


Entered  Inwards. 


Ships. 


Tons. 


Cleared  Outwards. 


Ships. 


Tons. 


The  Records  of  the  Number  and  Ton- 
V     nage  of  Vessels  employed  during  the 
/     Years  prior  to  1775,  were  destroyed 
at  the  late  Fire  at  the  Custom-House. 


626 
634 
515 
586 
560 
478 
483 
481 
614 
540 
653 
572 
576 


105,369 

541 

102,503 

545 

82,040 

468 

94,737 

469 

87,021 

478 

89,266 

549 

90,360 

331 

91,886 

501 

124,239 

494 

111,722 

474 

139,769 

534 

114,599 

1 132,259 

529 

98,261 
89,946 
79,798 
82,632 
87,094 

107,033 
58,126 
90,670 

101,401 
94,387 

111,076 
92,649 

124,733 


VOL.  IV. 


(Continued.) 
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*  r. 
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APPENDIX. 

No.  XV11L— continued. 


YEARS. 


OmcialVahie  of  the  Trade 
between  Great  Britain 
and  the  Colonies  in  the 
West  Indies  now  under 
the  Dominion  of  His 
Majesty. 


Imports   I    Exports 


Dumber  and  Tonnage  of  Vessels 
employed  in  such  Trade. 


Entered  Inwards.     Cleared  Outwards. 


1788 

1789 

1790 

1791 

1792 

1793 

1794 

1795 

1796 

1797 

1798 

1799 

1800 

1801 

1802 

1803 

1804 

1805 

1806 

1807 

1808 

1809 

1810 

1811 

1812 

1813 

1814 

1815 

1816 


from  the 
West  Indies. 


to  the 
West  Indies. 


4,088,413 

3,906,404 

3,890,927 

3,691,038 

4,183,066 

4,392,158 

4,782,616 

4,099,291 

3,940^5 

4,270,888 

5,411,962 

6,149,514 

7,352,510 

8,418,153 

8,471,327 

6,040,067 

7,595430 

6,636,668 

8,739,085 

7,919,988 

8,716,918 

7,607,693 

8,166,046 

8,346,911 

7,189,936 

#   

8,200,506 
8,371,193 
7,428,617 


1,766,454 

1,763,937 

1,986,201 

2,649,066 

2,922,119 

2,695,220 

3,632,762 

2,460,888 

3,220,668 

3,143,878 

5,197,913 

5,943,501 

4,082,099 

4,373,218 

3,878,594 

2,344,647 

4,229,025 
3,800,782 
4,705,200 
4,536,563 
5,850,773 
5,902,686 
4,579,289 
4,001,000 
4,740,216 

6,284,353 
6,862,371 
4,559,665 


146,565 

142,030 

139.337 

146,227 

148,787 

156,962 

155,752 

137,092 

158,687 

123,807 

163,399 

214,775 

201,172 

218,113 

256,873 

180,950 

197,304 

203,494 

221,581 

235,605 

228,082 


526 

561 

522 

573 

597 

560 

696 

447 

483 

521 

644 

760 

633 

778 

712 

532 

764 

637 

736 

770 

612 


124,810 
139,195 
127,679 
153,943 
142.053 
133,780 
165,962 
115^46 
116,673 

138,782 
165,346 
194,273 
178,018 
220,460 
202,902 
152,715 
219,619 
186442 
211,096 
223,713 

176^81 


•The 


Records  of  these  Years  were  also 
destroyed  by  Eire. 


209,519 
225,961 
198,133 


212,776 

663 

223,246 

710 

219,042 

637 

Note. — The  Returns  containing  the  details  of  the  Trade  with  the  respective 
Countries  of  the  World,  being  made  np  in  Annual  periods  only,  that  part  of 
the  above  recited  Order  of  The  Honourable  House  of  Commons,  requiring  the 
Distinction  of  the  Quarters  in  the  Year  1816,  cannot  be  complied  with,  with- 
out very  considerable  delay;  end  the  Account  is  therefore  submitted  witbovt 
the  Quarterly  distinctions  for  the  last  Year. 


Custom-House,  London, 
June  lOtb,  1817. 


WILLIAM  IRVING, 

Inspect*  Ge*.  of  the  Import*  uuL 
Exports  of  Great  Britain. 


/ 
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No.  XIX. 

An  Account  of  the  Quantity  of  British  Plantation  Sugar  im- 
ported into  England,  between  the  Years  1608  and  1754, 
and  thereafter  into  Great  Britain  to  the  Year  176*0 ;  also, 
as  Account,  for  the  same  periods,  of  the  Quantity  of  Raw 
and  Refined  Sugars  exported :  distinguishing  each  Year, 
and  the  Raw  from  the  Refined. 


.*«. 


»  — 


Yean. 
1698 
1699 
1700 
1701 
1702 
1703 
1704 
1705 
1706 

1707 
1708 
1709 
1710 
1711 
1712 
1713 
1714 
1715 
1716 

1717 
1718 

1719 
1720 
1721 
1722 

1723 
1724 
1725 
1726 
1727 
1728 


Quantity. 


qrs.  lb. 
2  25 

1  7 


Cwt. 
487,573 
489,326 
435,465  1  21 
259,062  3  6 
408,914  O  1 
315,837  2  12 
370,157  1  7 
335,873  3  3 
388,267  3  26 
377,107  2  11 
397,570 
507,662 
366,394 
423,541 
503,528 
512,221 
617,414 
684,759 
763,175 
566,885 
544,634  0  25 
706,385  3  20 
497,611 
616,941 
660,766 
729,133 
851,952 
668,346 
645,158 
972,240 
994,761  3  24 


Raw  Sugar 
Eacported. 


Quantity. 


3 
1 
1 
0 
1 
3 
3 
2 
3 
0 


0 
0 
2 
2 
2 
1 
0 
0 


12 

21 

26 

1 

8 

0 

11 

16 

14 

1 


21 
9 
9 
13 
25 
9 
1 
1 


Cwt. 
182,325 
165,391 

133,917 
45,036 
84,016 

133,713 
71,822 

107,217 

131,832 

64,180 

74,377 
117,075 

82,142 
119,567 
184,609 
158,996 

143,337 
161,941 
290,179 
124,375 
167,622 
121,778 
66,743 
83,609 
63,479 
1 10,088 
147,408 
146,915 
112,699 
210,320 
158,746 


qrs.  tt>. 

2  4 

3  16 
3  11 

1  5 

2  26 
1  8 

1  7 

0  16 

2  25 

3  6 
3  23 
2  5 

2  24 

1  8 
0  12 

3  6 
13 
.3 
11 
13 
20 

9 

11 

5 

7 

11 
1 

22 
3  21 
3  23 

2  13 


Refined  Sugar 
Exported. 


■wo* 


Quantity. 


1 

3 
2 
1 
0 
0 
3 
2 
1 
1 
2 
3 


Cwt. 

14,302 

17,644 

3,475 

2,908 

621 
1,339 

690 
1,846 
2,156 
2,365 

924 
2,146 
1,800 
8,579 
3,493 
3,482 
4,481 
4,549 
9,993 
13,188 
3,644 
3,106 
3,7S6 
5>245 
4,914 

5,177 

6,293 

8,414 

11,073 

29,134 

13,686 


qrs.  lb. 
0  20 


2 
1 
2 
1 
0 
3 
2 


23 

17 
24 
25 
15 
18 
23 


2  13 


1 
0 


18 
IS 


2  21 
2  16 

18 

10 
5 

14 
1 
2 
9 

19 

7 
25 

2 
12 
19 

5 


2 
1 
3 
3 
0 
0 
1 
2 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
3 
2 
3 
1 
1 


7 
1 
4 

2 


(Continued.) 
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ImDorteH . 

. 

Raw  Sugar 

Refined 

Sugar 

m  imwvi  %w^ 

%*• 

* 

Exported. 

Exported. 

Quantity. 

Quantity. 

Quantity. 

Years 

Cwt. 

qn. 

lb. 

Cwr.        qrs.  lb. 

Cwt. 

qn.  lb. 

1729 

1,024,078 

2 

3 

167,980     1   12 

14,538 

0  23 

1730 

818,277 

1 

12 

95,832     0     1 

21,077 

2  26 

1731 

824,844 

3 

15 

121,904     3  18 

16,511 

8  18 

1732 

1,001,784 

2 

0 

102,274     0     5 

27,008 

2     5 

1733 

695,679 

3 

9 

44,932     0     8 

13,275 

0  26 

1734 

903,634 

2  22 

69,899    2  25 

21,070 

1     0 

1735 

877,591 

0  24 

58,569     3  26 

19,706 

2  24 

1736 

550,900 

1 

10 

40,779    3  17 

11,331 

3     6 

1737 

864,252 

1 

0 

49,437     1     6 

9,197 

1  23 

1738 

951,073 

S 

4 

63,149     0     3 

15,881 

2  10 

1739 

706,947 

0 

8 

67,144     2  16 

15,046 

1     9 

1740 

886,124 

1 

0 

68,450    0    3 

19,449 

3  15 

1741 

731,410 

3 

11 

50,231     0  10 

12,599 

3  24 

1742 

895,134 

1 

26 

151,126     3  11 

26,624 

3  14 

1743 

724,411 

2 

14 

58,198     0  19 

17,687 

0    2 

1744 

655,199 

3 

0 

78,344     3     9 

17,689 

0  11 

1745 

753,472 

1 

19 

92,826     2  22 

13,616 

3  27 

1746 

608,458 

2 

14 

51,935     1  15 

10,111 

0     1 

1747 

982,588 

2 

13 

115,727     1   11 

10,801 

3  21 

1743 

933,271 

3 

9 

127,921     1     0 

30,928 

2     2 

1749 

915,344 

2 

5 

107,964     0  22 

21,846 

3  15 

1750 

825,936 

2 

0 

43,769    3     6 

22,325 

2  15 

1751 

825,121 

1 

16 

35,712    2  16 

13,508 

3  20 

1752 

1,114,084 

3 

26 

55,687     2     6 

11,224 

3    7 

1753 

859,131 

2 

12 

42,818     2  17 

12,298 

1  15 

1754 

1,202,679 

3 

14 

110,853    0  26 

14,364 

2     1 

1755 

1,051,265 

3 

6 

206,336    2     0 

30,017 

3     2 

1756 

1,230,843 

0  20 

70,625     0     9 

16,758 

0  23 

1757 

1,145,628 

2 

3 

220,824     3  14 

62,771 

3     0 

1758 

1,199,682 

2 

26 

174,234    0     9 

107,626 

2  10 

1759 

1,374,720 

2 

5 

143,683     1  23 

58,650 

3  18 

1760 

1,491,317 

3 

16 

393,324     0  13 

108,891 

1     7 
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No.  XX. 

An  Account  of  the  Quantity  of  Sugar  imported  from  the 
West-India  Colonies  into  Great  Britain,  in  the  under- 
mentioned periods,  from  1761  to  1811,  both  inclusive, 
with  the  Quantity  exported  in  the  same  periods  5  dis- 
tinguishing the  Export  to  Ireland,  from  the  Export  to 
all  other  Parts  j  and  expressing  the  Sugar  in  Cwt.  after 
reducing  the  Refined  into  Raw,  on  the  Principle  of  34 
to  20;  also  the  Quantity  remaining  for  the  Consumption 
of  the  British  Empire. 


Imported 

Exported. 

Remaining  for  the 
Consumption  of 
Great  Britain 
and  Ireland. 

Periods. 

t 

To  Ireland 

To  other 
Parts. 

Total. 

1761 
1762 
1763 
1764 
1766 
Annual  Average 
of  5  Y.ears  . 

Cwt. 
1,517,727 
1,428,086 
1,765,838 
1,488,079 
1,227,159 

1.485,377 

Cwt. 
130,811 
100,483 
159,230 
125,841 
152,616 

Cwt. 
444,228 
366,327 
398,407 
371,453 
191,756 

Cwt. 
575,039 
466,810 
557,637 
497,294 
344,372 

Cwt 

133,796 

354,434 

488,230 

1,130,943 

"  1771 
177* 
1773 
1774.   . 
1775 

1,492,096 
1,829,721 
1,804,080 
2,029,725 
2,021,059 

207,153 
189,555 
200,886 
224,733 
272,638 

> 

82,563 
48,678 
37,323 
55,481 
190,568 

289,716 
238,233 
238,209 
280,214 
463,206 

' 

Annual  Average 

1,835,336 

218,993 

82,922 

301,915. 

1,75  J.414 

1781 
1782 
1783 

1784 
1785     ' 

1,080,848 
1,374,269 
1,584,275 
1,782,386 
2,075,909 

162,951 
96,640 
173,417 
142,139 
210,939 

114,631 
49,816 
177,839 
222,076 
223,204 

277,582 
146,456 
351,256 
364,215 
434,143 

Annual  Average 

1,579,537 

157,217 

157,513 

314,730 

1,422,024 

1791 
1792 
1793 
1794 
1795    . 

1,808,950 
1,980,973 
2415,308 
2,330,026 
1,871,368 

141,291 
115,309 
145,223 
153,798 
147,609 

267,397 
508,821 
360,005 
792,364 
551,788 

408,688 
624,130 
505,228 
946,162 
699,397 

\ 

Annual  Average 

■  *  1  ■ 

2,021,325 

140,646 

496,075 

636,721 

1.525,250 

(Continued.) 


22 


APPENDIX. 


Imported. 

Exported. 

Remaining  for  the 
Consumption  of 
Great  Britain 
and  Ireland. 

Period*. 

To  Ireland 

To  other 
Parts. 

Total. 

1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 

Cwt 

3,729,264 
4439,860 

2,925,400 
2,968,590 
2,922,255 
3,675,037 

Cwt 
113,915 
179.978 
144,646 
153,711 
153,303 
127,528 

Cwt. 
862,892 
1,747,271 
1,377,867 

762,485 
808,073 
791,429 

Cwt 
976,807 

1,927,249 

1,522,513 
910,196 
961,376 
918,757 

Cwt 

Annual  Average 

3,389,734 

145,480 

1 

l,05ft,3S6 

1,203,816 

2,331,398 

1809 

1810 

1811 

Annual  Average 

of  3  Yean    . 

3,974,185 
4,759,423 
3,897,221 

272,943 
102,039 
335,468 

1,223,748 

t.2tfi«10 

355,602 

1,496,691 

1.319,349 

690,870 

/ 

4,210,276 

236,816 

— Hi.      ■         1 

932,153 

1,168,970 

3.288412 

Inspector-general's  Office, 
Custom-House;  London. 


WILLIAM  IRVING. 


No.  XXI. 


An  Account  of  the  Quantity  of  Sugar  imported  into  Ireland, 
in  the  Year  ending  January  5,  1813;  specifying,  the 
Quantity  imported  from  each  of  the  Colonies,  &c.  &c. 

Moicorado. 


Great  Britain 
Antigoa 
Barbadoes     - 


Grenada       - 

Jamaica 

Newfoundland 

St  Croix 

St  Kitfs      . 

St  Lucia 

St  Vinoenf  • 

Surinam 

Trinidad 

Martinique  - 

Guadeloupe  - 

East  Indies   - 

No  prize  sugar  Imported 


Custom-HouscDubEo,  > 
April  27,  lold.       $ 


Cwt 
231,245 
32,614} 

t6yl60 

13,471$ 
1,645 

42,517* 
l,48ll 

13,222 
6,467} 
5,260 
&599 

13,995 

22,761 
1,765 
579* 


TotaJ  ftnport    .    421,784$ 


«■&    ^M  S T>TT  I  TIT  T" 
fVIII.  illAXWHJVDJUS, 

Insptctor-genera)  of  Imports  and  Exports. 
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APPENDIX. 


No.  XXVIII. 

An  Account  of  the  Value  of  Dye  Woods,  and  other  miscel- 
laneous Articles,  excepting  Sugar,  Coffee,  Rum,  Cocoa, 
Pimento  and  Cotton,  imported  from  the  West-India 
Colonies  into  Great  Britain,  from  the  Year  1701  to  the 
Year  1805,  both  inclusive;  distinguishing  each  Year. 

£ 

1791  ....  218,159 


179* 

... 

196,990 

1793 

*                                        w                                         •                                        • 

151,0*0 

1794 

... 

148,272 

1795 

•                            •                            ■» 

169,366 

1796 

. 

269,470 

1797 

- 

496,340 

1798 

k                                   \ 

366,981 

1799 

* 

509,406 

1800 

■                       •                       •                       • 

703,086 

1801 

■                        •                        •                         • 

523,732 

1802 

m                            •                            ■» 

287,974 

1803 

•                            •                            • 

253,418 

1804 

. 

331,621 

1805 

.                       •                       m 

244,764 

WILLIAM  IRVING, 

No.  XXIX. 

An  Account  of  the  Quantities  of  Rum,  Sugar,  Coffee,  and 
Cotton  Wool,  exported  from  the  British  West-India 
Islands,  from  the  5th  of  January,  1793,  to  the  5th  of 
January,  1803;  so  far  as  the  same  can  he  made  up: 
distinguishing  each  Year,  and  the  Quantities  to  the 
United  States,  to  the  British  Colonies  on  the  Continent 
of  America,  and  to  Great  Britain,  respectively. 


United  States 
of  America. 

British  Conti- 
nental Colonies. 

Great  Britain. 

Total 

Gallons.  * 

Gallons. 

Gallons. 

Gallons. 

Rum  .   1793 

536,353 

613,898 

3,756,800 

4,907,051 

1794 

2,265,177 

525,720 

2,806,623 

5,597,520 

1795 

2,106,883 

204,965 

1,861,886 

4,173,734 

1796 

3,267,280 

307,124 

1,993,350 

5^67,754 

1797 

2,197,450 

486,706 

1,595,008 

4,279,164 

1798 

1,972,985 

384,953 

3.866,138 

6,224,076 

1799 

3,201,209 

664,258 

2,404,982 

6,270,449 

1800 

2,761,384 

186,449 

3.283,392 

6,231,225 

1801 

3,638,021 

569,691 

3.940,859 

8448,571 

1802 

3,925,595 

584,673 

4,166,113 

8,676,381 

1803 

4,198,154 

792,474 

3,790,868 

8,781,496 

(Continued.) 
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•  * 

United  States 
of  America. 

British  Conti- 
nental Colonies. 

Great  Britain. 

Total. 

Cwt. 

Cwt 

Cwt. 

Cwt. 

Sugar  .  1793 

9,336 

5,106 

2,115,308 

2,129,750 

1794 

37,606 

4,615 

2,099,700 

2,141,921 

1795 

67,845 

3,320 

1,672,774 

1,743,939 

1796 

100,033 

7,332 

1,709,219 

1,816,584 

1797 

54,867 

3,893 

1,577,921 

1,636,681 

1798 

47,172 

4,308 

1,963,922 

2,015,602 

1799 

106,679 

9,933 

2,511,858 

2,628,470 

1800 

90,800 

10,660 

2,312,537 

2,413,997 

1801 

46,855 

10,366 

2,902,737 

2,959,958 

180? 

50,258 

11,397 

3,401,711 

3,463,366 

1803 

115,447 

13,906 

2,759,126 

2,886,479 

Cwt. 

Cwt. 

Cwt 

Cwt. 

Coffee .  1793 

866 

603 

90,457 

92,016 

1794 

4,586 

80 

156,341 

141,007 

1795 

22,331 

99 

122,370 

144,800 

1796 

21,828 

514 

71,744 

94,086 

1797 

13,538 

427 

100,982 

114,947 

1798 

19,421 

802 

144,852 

165,075 

1799 

8,093 

1,130 

123,036 

132,259 

1800 

7,125 

775 

172,474 

180.374 

1801 

12,596 

935 

185,828 

19^59 

1802 

14,907 

257 

214,984 

230,148 

1803 

19,916 

1,353 

152,614 

173,883 

Cotton 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

Wool .  1793 

— 

8,690 

9,164,893 

9,173,583 

1794 

74,369 

6,304 

8,392,502 

8,473,175 

-1795 

49,282 

1,600  ' 

11,624,613 

11,675,495 

1796 

47,400 

1,550 

8,805,463 

8,854,413 

1797 

86,817 

12,850 

6,818,486 

6,918,153 

1798 

— - 

18,250 

7,891,582 

7,909^32 

1799 

59,400 

750 

7,469,731 

7,529,881 

1800 

31,800 

4,274 

10,575,275 

10,611,349 

1801 

12,350 

500 

1 1,248,164 

11,261,014 

1802 

3,000 

14,950 

8,781,941 

8,799,891 

1803 

" 

3,250 

6,647,365 

5,650,6^5 

Custom-Howe,  London, 
May  5th,  1806. 
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APPENDIX. 


No.  XXXI. 

Tabic  of  the  Quantities  of  the  principal  Articles  exported  ta 
Great  Britain  from  the  British  Colonies  in  the  West 
Indies,  and  the  official  Value  of  the  Imports  into,  and 
Exports  from,  those  Colonies,  for  the  Years  1809  and 
1810. 


ANTIGUA. 

Quantities  qf  the  principal  Articles, 


Coffee. 

Sugar. 

Rom. 

Brit  Plant 

For.  Plant. 

Brit  Plant. 

For.  Plant 

CottWool. 

1809 
1810 

Cwt.* 

309 

40 

Cwt. 
3,983 
2,164 

Cwt. 
106,150 

188,799 

Cwt. 

629 

3,821 

Galls. 
143,223 
77,092 

lbs. 

112,016 

39,880 

1809 
1810 


Value  qf  Imports  and  Exports. 

Imports. 
.     •     .£198,121     .     . 
.     .        285,458     .     . 


Exports. 
,£216,000 
182,392 


BAHAMAS. 

Quantities  of  the  principal  Articles. 


Coffee. 

Sugar. 

Rum. 

Galls. 
26 
11 

Pimento 

, 

Brit  Plant 

For.  Plant 

Brit  Plant 

For.  Plant. 

CottWool. 

1809 

1810 

Cwt. 

Cwt. 
9,143 
4,345 

Cwt 
130 

Cwt. 

12,864 

6,413 

lbs. 
1,528 
2,227 

lbs. 
1,139,793 
1,348,828 

Value  of  Imports  and  Exports. 

Imports.  Exports. 

1809  .  .  .£135,515  .  .  ,#504,567 

1810  .  .    108,485  .  .    481,372 
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BARBADOES 

Quantities  of  the  principal  Articles. 


Coffee. 

Sugar. 

Rum 

Brit.  Plant 

For.  Plant.jBrit.  Plant. 

For.  Plant 

CottWool. 

1809 
1810 

Cwt. 
3,471 
308 

Cwt. 
1,345 

9 



Cwt. 
139,717 
181,440 

Cwt. 
3 

Oallg. 
19,764 

7,909 

lbs. 
1.359,823 
1,453,738 

1809 
1810 


Value  of  Imports  and  Exports. 

Exports. 
£450,760 

271,597 


Imports. 
£288,412 
311,400 


*     • 


BERBICE. 

of  the  principal  Articles. 


Coffee. 

Sugar. 

Rum. 

Brit.Plant 

For.  Plant 

Brit.  Plant. 

For.  Plant. 

CottWool. 

1809 
1810 

Cwt. 
17,665 
22,582 

Cwt 

Cwt. 
7,760 
3,827 

Cwt. 

Galls 
20,355 

6,193 

lbs. 
1.874,196 

1,656,057 

1809 
1810 


Value  qf  Imparts  and  Exports. 

Imports.  Exports. 

.     .     £193,663     .     .     £49,662 
.     .         191,556     .     .        51,785 


BERMUDAS. 

Quantities  of  the  principal  Articles. 


Coffee. 

Brit  Plant 

For.  Plant. 

Cotton  Wool. 

1809 
1810 

Cwt 
8 

Cwt. 
988 

lb*. 
21,656 
9,095 

1809 

1810 


Value  of  Imports  and  Exports. 

Exports. 
.     •  £34,379 
.     .       36,613 


Imports. 
£11,648 

1,137 
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DEMERARA. 

Quantities  of  the  principal  Articles. 


Coffee. 

Sugar. 

Rum. 

Brit.  Plant. 

For.  Plant. 

Brit.  Plant 

For.  Plant 

Cott.Wool. 

1809 
1810 

Cwt. 
24,528 
45,480 

Cwt 
698 

Cwt. 
156,431 

150,624 

Cwt 
7 
2 

Galls. 
353,370 
98,442 

lbs. 
4,012,257 
7,331,122 

1809 
1810 


Value  of  Imports  and  Exports. 

Imports.  Exports. 

.     .     .£550,871     .     .     .£278,998 
.     .        778,404     .     .        346,783 


DOMINICA. 

Quantities  of  the  principal  Articles. 


Coffee. 

Sugar. 

Rum. 

• 

Brit  Plant. 

For.  Plant 

Brit.  Plant 

For.  Plant. 

CottWooL 

■ 

1809 
1810 

Cwt. 
32,540 

27,185 

• 

Cwt. 
1,096 

23 

• 

Cwt 
41,990 
6l,522 

Cwt. 
10,612 
840 

Gall*. 
56,356 

39,397 

lbs. 
75,425 
59,742 

■ 

Value  of  Imports  and  Exports. 

Imports.                     Exports. 

1809  •     •    J&315,584     .     .     .£161,291 

1810  .     .        282,002     .     .          39,686 

GRENADA. 

Quantities  of  the  principal  Articles. 

Coffee. 

Sugar. 

Hani. 

Brit.  Plant.  jFor.  Plant 

Brit.  Plant.  For.  Plant. 

i 

CottWool 

1809 
1810 

Cwt 
2,892 

1,193 

Cwt. 
234 

Cwt. 
210,057 
215,622 

Cwt. 

12 

263 

Galls. 
642,310 
546,895 

lbs. 
1,155,979 
688,362 

Value  of  Imports  and  Exports. 


1809 
1810 


Imports. 
.£439,453 
388,936 


Exports. 
£1 89,800 
173,366 
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JAMAICA. 

Quantities  of  the  principal  Articles. 


Coffee. 

Sugar. 

Pimento. 

Rom. 

Brit  Plant 

For.  PI. 

Brit.  Plant. 

F.P1. 

Cott.Wool. 

1809 
1810 

Cwt. 
214,415 
232,308 

Cwt. 
1635 
4186 

Cwt. 
1,504,612 
1,611,422 

Cwt. 

19 

6 

lbs.            Galls. 
2,219,3673,4-70,250 

2,392*964  3,428.452 

lbs. 
1,886,748 

1,798.172 

1809 

1810 


Value  of  Imports  and  Exports. 

Imports. 
.     .   £4,068,897     < 
.     .        4,303,337 


Exports. 
.  £3,033,234 

.       2,303,579 


MONTSERRAT. 

Quantities  of  the  principal  Articles. 


1 

Coffee.            t             Sugar. 

Rum. 

Brit.  Plant. 

For.  Plant JBrit  Plant 

For.  Plant. 

GrttWooI. 

1809 

1810 

Cwt. 

Cwt. 

Cwt. 
21,915 
41,112 

m: 

Galls. 
51,132 
48,880 

lbs. 
29,455 
48,313 

Value  of  Imports  and  Exports. 


I8O9 
1810 


Imports. 
£35,407 
62,462 


Exports. 
£10,460 
10,816 


NEVIS. 
Quantities  of  the  principal  Articles. 


Coffee. 


Brit  Plant. 


Cwt. 
1809  — 


1810 


18 


For*  Plant. 


Cwt. 
31 


Sugar. 


Brit.  Plant. 


Cwt. 
60,872 
87,393 


For.  Plant 


Cwt. 


Rum. 


Galls. 
52,478 
67,010 


CottWool. 


lbs. 
17>46S 
11,160 


Value  of  Imports  and  Exports. 


Imports. 

Exports. 

1809   • 

.    £  89,062    . 

•     £20,500 

1810     . 

126,443     . 

1 1,764 
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St.  CHRISTOPHERS. 
Quantities  of the  principal  Articles. 


Coffee. 

Sugar. 

Rum. 

Brit.  Plant 

For.  Plant 

BritPJant 

For.  Plant. 

CottWooI. 

1809 
1810 

Cwt. 
433 
136 

Cwt. 

71 

75 

Cwt. 

166,053 
167,943 

Cwt. 
2 
158 

Galls. 
343,075 
220,886 

Iba. 
112,327 
26,853 

Value  of  Imports  and  Exports, 

Imports.  Export*. 

1809  •     .     ,£266,064     .     .     .£132,845 

1810  .     .        253,611     .     .  89,362 


St.  LUCIA. 

.Quantities  qf  the  principal  Articles. 


Coffee. 

Sugar. 

Rum. 

Brit.  Plant. 

For.  Plant 

Brit.  Plant. 

For.  Plant 

CottWooI 

1809 
1810 

Cwt. 
7,993 
10,011 

Cwt. 

Cwt. 
41,783 
86,755 

Cwt. 
14 

0 

Galls. 
21,632 
11,416 

....    . 
lbs. 
114,839 

127,009 

Value  of  Imports  and  Exports. 

Import).                     Exports. 

1809  .     .     £120,431     .     .     £35,569 

1810  .     .        193,743     .     .         43,830 

• 

St.  VINCENTS. 
Quantities  of  the  principal  Articles. 

Coffee. 

Sugar. 

Rom. 

Brit.  Plant 

For.  Plant. 

Brit.  Plant  For.  Plant 

1 

CottWooL 

1809 
1810 

Cwt. 
248 
£27 

Cwt 

Cwt 
202,953 
197,304 

Cwt 

4 

Galls. 
243,461 
200,795 

Ios. 
230,822 
171,032 

1809 

1810 


Value  qf  Imports  and  Exports. 

Imports.  Exports. 

•     •     £307,829     .     .     £82,408 
.    -        295,609     .     .      ,  90,872 
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TOBAGO. 

Quantities  of  the  principal  Articles. 


Coffee. 

Sugar. 

Bum. 

Brit  Plant. 

For.  Plant 

BritPlant 

For.  Plant. 

OottWool. 

1809 
1810 

Cwt. 
3 
9 

Cwt. 

Cwt. 
130,122 
124,208 

Cwt 
21 

Galls. 
525,327 
337,433 

lbs. 
48,791 
11,818 

Value  of  Import*  and  Exports* 

Imports.                      Exports. 

1809  .     .     £226,824     .     .      .£70,585 

1810  .     .        201,169    .     .          70,787 

TORTOLA. 

Quantities  qf  the  principal  Articles. 

Coffee. 

Sugar. 

Rum. 

Brit  PJant 

For.  Plant 

BritPlant. 

For.  Plant. 

Cott.Wool. 

1809 
1810 

Cwt. 
9 

Cwt 
1,138 
674 

Cwt. 
9,257 
31,562 

Cwt 
3,438 
2,438 

Galls. 
16,852 

7,711 

lbs. 
158,167 
250,797 

1809 

1810 


Value  qf  Imports  and  Exports. 

Imports.  Exports. 

.     .     £33,399     •     •     £52,009 
.     .        61,520     .     .         56,612 


TRINIDAD. 

Quantities  qf  the  principal  Articles* 


Coffee. 

Sugar. 

Rum. 

BritPlant. 

For.  Plant 

BritPlant 

For.  Plant 

Cott.Wool. 

1809 

1810 

Cwt 
3,696 
2,713 

Cwt 
2 

Cwt. 
157,866 

166,627 

Cwt. 

Galls 

208,677 
87,741 

lbs. 
1,171,506 
883,384 

Value  qf  Imports  and  Exports. 


Imports. 

Exports. 

1809   . 

.     £328,512     . 

•     £579,719 

1810     . 

300,999     . 

357,073 
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No.  XXXIII. 

An  Account  of  the  real  or  declared  Value  of  British  and  Irish 
Produce  and  Manufactures  exported  from  Great  Britain 
to  the  British  Islands  and  Colonies  in  the  West  Indies, 
between  the  5th  January,  1816,  and  the  5th  January, 
1817j  as  stated  by  the  Inspector-general  of  Imports  and 
Exports. 


Antigua       . 

Barbadoes   .  

Dominica 

Grenada 

Jamaica       

Montsenrat 

Nevis 

St.  Kitfs 

St.  Lucia 

St.  Vincent's 

Tobago 

Tortola 

Trinidad 

Bahamas 

Bermudas *     . 

Demerara 

Berbice 

Honduras    .         

Total £ 


£. 
116,559 
309,598 
70,489 

137,984 

2,243,369 
20,868 
43,552 
79,770 

69,017 
105,024 

75,111 

46,680 

176,915 

101,805 

31,923 

404,619 

78,635 

43,335 


4,155,163 


i. 
6 

18 

4 

19 

11 

14 

5 

4 

1 

8 

9 

14 

18 

19 

9 

14 

19 

2 


10 
2 
1 
1 
3 
O 

11 
8 
6 
5 
9 
1 
9 
3 
3 
4 
1 
1 


An  Account  of  the  Number  of  Vessels  with  their  Tonnage  at 
Islands  and  Colonies  in  the  West  Indies,  between  the  5th 
imported  into  the  United  Kingdom  from  each  Colony,  as  i 


Islands. 

Shipping. 

Sugar. 

Vessel* 

Tons. 

Men. 

Cwts. 

qrs 

lbs 

Gal 

Antigua 

37 

10,236 

484 

222,091 

20 

38) 

Barbadoes 

70 

18,469 

1,059 

325,865 

1 

18 

4* 

Dominica  •     . 

S 

2,670 

116 

47,035 

1 

1 

Grenada     .    , 

39 

13,331 

628 

266,058 

16 

257k 

Jamaica      •     . 

■ 

286 

101,022 

5,070 

1,400,500 

1 

16 

2,706| 

Montserrat 

4 

1,255 

55 

28,981 

5 

* 

Nevis     •     . 

7 

2,135 

106 

71,655 

3 

12 

ae 

St.  Kitts     .    . 

18 

5,932 

292 

126,339 

3 

25 

16 

St.  Lucia    .     . 

11 

3,175 

153 

69,837 

11 

► 

St.  Vincents    < 

37 

11,268 

561 

266,250 

< 

12 

61; 

Tobago 

21 

6,582 

315 

139,157 

3 

12 

25$ 

Tortola       .    , 

11 

2,772 

165 

52,181 

10 

1(* 

Trinidad     •    , 

37 

9,427 

504 

157,731 

2 

25 

a 

Bahama's   . 

11 

2,056 

148 

1,915 

1 

24 

* 

Bermuda's 

2 

243 

18 

1,152 

2 

5 

4* 

Demerara  •    < 

102 

30,925 

1,567 

337,753 

3 

2 

516* 

Berbice       •    . 

26 

6,108 

339 

15,308 

1 

1 

$ 

Honduras  •    < 

es 

29 

9,781 

477 

— 

— 

l\ 

Total  of  Brit  is! 

i\* 

r.l 

ndi 

756 

237,387 

12,057 

3,529,815 

3,89^ 

I 

■ 


1 

I 
) 

t 

> 

I 


/ 
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No.  XXXIV. 


JAMAICA. 

A  Return  of  Import  into,  and  Exports  from,  the  Island  of 
Jamaica,  and  of  the  Tonnage  of  Vessels  trading  thereto, 
between  the  29th  of  September,  1814,  and  the  Q9th  of 
September,  1815,  laid  before  the  Honourable  House  of 
Assembly,  on  the  17th  of  November,  1815. 

IMPORTS. 

From  Great  Britain  and  Ireland: — 11,327  bags  of  flour  ; 
1047  barrels,  and  12,149  bags  of  bread;  916  barrels  of  pease 
and  beans;  10,926  barrels  of  herrings  ;  2371  barrels  of 
pilchards  ;  and  11,400  staves  and  heading. 

From  the  British  Plantations .— 5492  barrels  of  flour; 
195  barrels,  500  bags,  and  183  kegs  of  bread;  450  tierces, 
and  13  bags  of  rice;  1009  hogsheads,  3983  casks,  and  3734 
boxes  of  dry  fish;  227  tierces,  18,155  barrels,  and  535  kegs, 
of  pickled  fish;  487,223  staves  and  heading;  243,990 
shingles;  899,608  feet  of  lumber;  2  horses  and  1  mule. 

From  the  United  States:— 25,154  barrels  of  flour ;  683 
barrels,  100  bags,  and  1368  kegs,  of  bread ;  339  tierces,  2 
barrels,  and  9  bags  of  rice ;  6923  bushels,  225  bags,  and 
5884  barrels  of  corn  and  meal ;  3  barrels  and  47  bags  of 
pease  and  beans;  333,325  staves  and  heading;  315,290 
shingles ;  and  317,678  feet  of  lumber. 

From  the  Spanish  Main,  and  Islands  within  the  Tropics: — 
25,159  Jwurels  of  flour;  336  barrels,  118  bags,  and  397 
kegs,  of  bread :  373  tierces,  2475  barrels,  and  3937  bags,  of 
rice;  31,747  bushels,  1154  bags,  and  1018  barrels,  of  com 
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and  meal  ;  369  barrels  and  31  bags  of  pease  and  beans  ; 
201,939  staves  and  heading;  562,900  shingles;  403,733 
feet  of  lumber 5  976  horses;  3242  mules;  935  asses ;  and 
2094  cattle. 

Total  to  Kingston .-—67,132  barrels  of  flour;  2261  bar- 
rels, 12,867  bags,  and  1948  kegs,  of  bread;  1162  tierces, 
2477  barrels,  and  3959  bags,  of  rice ;  38,670  bushels,  1379 
/  bags,  and  6902  barrels,  of  corn  and  meal ;  1288  barrels  and 
78  bags  of  pease  and  beans;  1009  hogsheads,  3983  casks, 
and  3734  boxes,  of  dry  fish ;  227  tierces,  18,155  barrels,  and 
535  kegs,  of  pickled  fish ;  10,926  barrels  of  herrings ;  2371 
barrels  of  pilchards;  1,033,887  staves  and  heading;  1,122,180 
shingles;  1,621,019  feet  of  lumber;  978  horses;  3243 
mules;  935  asses;  and  2094  cattle. 

From  Great  Britain  and  Ireland — 891  barrels  of  flour; 
122  barrels  and  100  bags  of  bread;  20,311  barrels  of  her* 
rings ;  and  1940  barrels  of  pilchards. 

From  the  British  Plantations:— -492  barrels  of  flour;  44 
tierces  of  rice;  1080  hogsheads,  340  casks,  and  885  boxes, 
of  dry  fish ;  44  tierces,  2969  barrels,  and  25  kegs,  of  pickled 
fish;  108,102  staves  and  heading;  136,775  shingles,  and 
568,700  feet  of  lumber. 

From  the  United  States.— 1243  barrels  of  flour;  413 
barrels  and  291  kegs  of  bread ;  85  tierces  and  85  barrels  of 
rice ;  1530  bushels,  197  bags,  and  515  barrels,  of  corn  and 
meal;  66  barrels  of  pease  and  beans;  360,945  staves  and 
heading;  105,000  shingles ;  and  46,580  feet  of  lumber. 

From  the  Spanish  Mam,  8<c.: — 2642  barrels  of  flour;  6 
barrels,  6  bags,  and  20  kegs  of  bread ;  41  barrels  and  370 
bags  of  rice;  200  bushels  and  3  barrels  of  corn  and  meal; 
62,818  staves  and  heading;  27,000  shingles;  129,811  feet 
of  lumber;  528  horses;  451  mules;  and  2308  cattle. 

Total  to  the  Out-ports  .-—5268  barrels  of  flour ;  541  bar- 
rels, 116  bags,  and  310  kegs,  of  bread;  129  tierces,  126 
barrels,  and  370  bags,  of  rice ;  1730  bushels,  197  bags,  and 
518  barrels,  of  corn  and  meal ;  66  barrels  of  pease  and  beans ; 
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1080  hogsheads,  340  casks,  and  885  boxes',  of  dry  fish ;  44 
tierces,  2969  barrels,  and  25  kegs,  of  pickled  fish;  80,311 
barrels  of  herrings;  1940  barrels  of  pilchards;  531,865 
staves  and  heading;  268,775  shingles;  745,091  feet  of 
lumber ;  528  horses ;  451  mules ;  and  2308  cattle* 

Grand  Total  Imported: — 72,400  barrels  of  flour;  2802 
barrels,  12,983  bags,  and  2258  kegs,  of  bread ;  1291  tierces, 
$603  barrels,  and  4329  bags,  of  rice;  40,400  bushels,  1576 
bags,  and  7420  barrels,  of  corn  and  meal ;  1354  barrels  and 
78  bags  of  pease  and  beans ;  2089  hogsheads,  4323  casks, 
and  4619 boxes,  of  dry  fish;  271  tierces,  21,124  barrels,  and 
560  kegs,  of  pickled  fish ;  31,237  barrels  of  herrings;  4311 
barrels  of  pilchards ;  1,565,752  staves  and  heading ;  1,390,955 
shingles;  2,366,110  feet  of  lumber;  1506  horses;  3694 
mules;  935  asses;  and  4402  cattle. 

EXPORTS. 

To  Great  Britain: —23,-997  hogsheads,  1545  tierces,  and 
473  barrels,  of  sugar ;  5554  puncheons  and  259  hogsheads 
of  rum ;  679  casks  and  587  bags,  of  ginger ;  201  casks  and 
1196  bags  of  pimento ;  and  12,504,981  lbs.  of  coffee. 

To  Ireland:— 1152  hogsheads,  397  tierces,  and  279  bar- 
rels, of  sugar ;  486  puncheons  and  108  hogsheads  of  rum ; 
169  casks  of  ginger;  26  casks  and  164  bags  of  pimento; 
and  553,479  lbs.  of  coffee. 

To  the  British  Plantations  in  America  .—-131  hogsheads, 
123  tierces,  and  620  barrels,  of  sugar;  4001  puncheons,  386 
hogsheads,  and  67  casks,  of  rum;  1  cask  of  molasses;  2 
casks  and  24  bags  of  ginger  y  30  casks  and  156  bags  of 
pimento ;  and  103,894  lbs.  of  coffee. 

To  the  United  States  of  America:— $17  hogsheads,  43 
tierces,  and  285  barrels,  of  sugar;  1340  puncheons  and  5 
hogsheads  of  rum ;  38  casks  of  molasses ;  63  casks  and  107 
bags  of  ginger;  11  casks  and  317  bags  of  pimento;  and 
I97,359lbs.  of  coffee. 
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To  the  Spanish  Main  and  Islands  within  the  Tropics:— 
3  tierces  and  15  barrels  of  sugar ;  539  puncheons,  56  hogs- 
beads,  502  casks,  and  1393  barrels,  of  rum;  and  1025  lbs.  of 
coffee. 

Total  from  Kingston  .-~-25,497  hogsheads,  2111  tierces, 
and  1672  trfftels,  of  sugar;  11,920  puncheons,  814  hogs- 
heads; 569  casks,  and  1393  barrels,;  of  rift;  39  casks  of 
molasses;  913  casks  and  716  bag&of  ginger  j  268  casks  and 
1833  bags  of  pimento ;  and  18,360,736  lbs.  6f  coffee. 

To  Gredt  Britain:— 93,0X4  hogsheads,  9933  tierces,  and 
1065  barrels,  of  sugar*  35>$16  puncheons  and  575  hogs- 
heads of  mm;  134  casks  of  molasses* *572- casks  and  894 
bagsjof  vmtmy  5^  eatks  and  22,310  bag*  of  pimento;  and 
13,888,544  lbs.  of  coflee. 

To  the  British  Plantations  in  America  .-—194  hogsheads, 
37  tierces,  and  11  barrels,  of  sugar;  2317  puncheons,  73 
hogsheads,  and  5  barrels,  of  rum;  11  casks  of  molasses; 
59  bags  of  pimento ;  and  56,831  lbs.  of  coffee. 

To  the  United  States  of  America.— 62  hogsheads,  83 
tierces,  and  69  barrels,  of  sugar ;  2736  puncheons  and  3 
hogsheads  of  rum ;  58  casks  of  molasses :  8  casks  and  55 
bags  of  ginger;  52  casks  and  3 184  bags  of  pimento;  and 
57,629  lbs.  of  coffee. 

To  the  Spanish  Main  and  Islands  within  the  Tropics:— 
107  puncheons  and  5  casks  of  rum. 

Total  from  the  Out-ports:— 93,270  hogsheads,  10,113 
tierces,  and  1145  barrels,  of  sugar;  41,076  puncheons,  651 
hogsheads,  5  casks,  and  5  barrels,  of  rum;  203  casks  of 
molasses;  580  casks  and  949  bags  of  ginger;  576  casks  and 
25,553  bags  of  pimento ;   14,002,004  lbs.  of  coffee. 

Grand  Total  Exported:— 113,767  hogsheads,  12,224 
tierces,  and  2817  barrels,  of  sugar;  52,996  puncheous,  1465 
hogsheads,  574  casks,  and  1398  barrels,  of  rum ;  242  casks 
of  molasses ;  1493  casks,  and  1667  bags  of  ginger ;  844  casks 
and  27,386  bags  of  pimento ;  and  27,362,742  Jbs.  of  coffee. 
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TONNAGE  OF  VESSELS. 

To  Kingston:— 48,665  tons  from  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land; 17,911  ditto,  from  America;  17*395  ditto,  from  the 
Spanish  Main  and  neighbouring  islands :— 3371  ditto,  drog- 
gers ;  and  15,768  ditto,  of  vessels  under  the  Free-Port  Act. 

To  Out-PorU  .—79,987  ions,  from  Great  Britain  and  Ire* 
land;  4938  ditto,  from  America;  1810  ditto,  from  the 
Spanish  Main  and  neighbouring  islands;  1212  ditto,  drog- 
gers ;  and  4707  ditto,  of  vessels  under  the  Free-Port  Act. 

Total  j— 191,599  tons,  from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ; 
99,849  ditto,  from  America;  19,139  ditto  from  the  Spanish 
Main  and  neighbouring  islands;  3588  ditto,  droggers ;  and, 
€0,475  ditto,  of  vessels  under  the  Free-Port  Act. 


VOL.  IV. 


No.  XXXV. 

Return  of  His  Majesty's  Troops  stationed  In  Jai 


'        K.  B. — The  5th  Weit-India  regiment  under  orders  for  the  Bahamas  to 
suit  in  about  ten  days, 

Wm.FRASER, 
ilend-quartei-E,  Jamaica,  Acting  Deputy  fldjutnnt-geiirril. 

3dNor.  1816. 


No.  XXXVI. 
His  Majesty's  Ships  and  Vessels  upon  the  Jamaica  Station, 
under  the  Command  of  John  Erekine  Douglas,  Esq. 
Rear-admiral  of  the  Blue. — Nov.  1816. 


Sftipl.  Gum- 

Salisbury      -    -    -    -  50— J.  Muckellar,  Eso. 

Actios 38— P,  Carteret,  C.  B. 

Pique 36— J.  H.  Tut.  Eaq. 

Est tO— O.  G.  Lennock,  Esq. 

Taj SO— Samuel  Roberts,  C.  B. 

Bnaeia 10— O.  Domett,  Esq. 

Bermuda 10— John  Pakenham,  Esq. 

Rifleman 18— Houston  Stewart,  Ksq. 

Primrose 18— C.  G.  H.  Phillott,  Esq. 

N.  B. — The  Primrose  is  under  orders  to  return  to  England,  to  be  hove 
own  end  coppered,    The  Speedwell  cutter  is  manned  trum  the  Salisbury, 
J.  E.  DOUGLAS, 
Rear-admiral  and  Commander  in  Chief. 
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No.  XXXVII. 


Returns  of  the  several  Maroon  Establishments. 

Moobe-Town.  Scot's  Hail. 

Officers-    -------     a  Officers -   « 

Men  --• 74  Men 

Wonten  -..-----  US  Women  ------•• 

Boys 3$  Boys      ...----. 

Girls      . 20  Girls 4 

Children 148  Children     - 24 


2 
16 
21 

3 


393 


70 


Acoompohc-Town. 

Officers  -    -   . 9 

Men,  capable  of  bearing  arms, 
who  reside  in  town  -    -    -    - 
Men*  ditto,  in  the  country  .  -    - 
Boy*  who  reside  in  the  town 
Boy*  who  reside  in  the  country 
Woihen  residing  in  the  town 
Girls  in  the  town  -----    47 
Woiben  residing  in  the  country      15 
Girls  residing  tn  the  country 
Maroons,  and  their  children,  be- 
longing to  Old  Maroon-Town 
Increase  of  the  Maroons  in  1815 
and  1816     - 19 


51 
8 
39 
10 
56 


-    16 


Charles-Town. 
Officers  -»---- 
Men       .----. 

Women  ------ 

Boys,  including  Seven  of  thirteen 

years  and  upwards 
Girls,  five  of  eleven  years  and 

upwards  ------- 

Superannuated  and  invalids  -    - 


9 
64 
91 


-    -    -    58 


46 
9 


Total  resident     -    277 
Nonresideut      -      29 


16 


Total  Maroons 


306 


Total    -    286 


No.  XXXVIII. 

A  General  Return  of  the  Tonnage  of  all  Vessels  trading  to 
and  round  the  Island  of  Jamaica,  between  the  59th  Day 
of  September,  1815,  and  the  29th  of  September,  1816. 


North  of  the  Tropic 

Within  the  Tropics. 

« 

Great  Britain 

and 

Ireland. 

America. 

Spanish  Main 
and  neighbour- 
ing islands. 

Droggers. 

Vessels  trad- 
ing under 
freeport  act. 

To  Kingston  -  - 
Out-ports    - 

35,162 
64,289 

36,082 
19,807 

.     23,803 
3,690 

1889 
1174 

12,520 
4,478 

Total  of  tonnage 

99,451 

55,889 

24,493 

•    3063 

-    16,998 

JAMES  GREENFIELD,  Naval  Officer. 
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APPENDIX. 


No.  XL1I. 

List  of  Slaves,  Stock,  and  Acres  of  Land,  Amount  of  Land- 
Tax  and  Poll-Tax  Rolls,  in  the  Island  of  Jamaica,  for 
the  Year  1816. 


Parishes. 

Slaves. 

Stock. 

Acre*  of 

Amount  of 

Amount  of  poll- 

land. 

land-tax  rolls. 

tax  rolls. 

- 

- 

- 

• 

jS*    s.    u. 

£.    «•    *. 

St.  Andrew    •    . 

14,557 

2,807 

84,219 

350  17    8 

1,625  11    3 

St.  Aon     •    •    • 

23,740 

27,280 

£44,356 

1,018    3    0 

2,796  17  11 

St.  Catherine      . 

7,124 

5,5*0 

60,749 

258    2    5 

1,662  17  11 

Clarendon     ..     . 

19,092 

9,955 

£18  073 

908  12    9 

1,956    7  11 

St  David  .    •    . 

7,311 

1,696 

46,393 

193    6    1 

668  11    8 

St  Dorothy   .    . 

4,661 

-  2,904 

33.802 

140    6    8 

,  567  12  11 

St.  Elizabeth  .    . 

23,497 

26,6.9 

276  918 

1,153  16    6 

3,115    4    2 

St  George     •     . 

12,766 

4,356 

89.941 

377     4    4 

M89    3    4 

Hanover  ..   ...    • 

23.133 

8,235 

107,303 

447     1  11 

2,259    8    9 

St  James  •    •    .. 

23,907 

7,120 

140,866 

610  18    0 

2,802  19    2 

St  John    .    .    . 

6,16£ 

1,632 

60,812 

253    7    8 

549  18  11 

Kingston .... 
St.  Mary  .    .    . 

6,406 

505 

1,777 

7     8     1 

4,231  18    9 

95,568 

8,692 

117,576 

489  *8    0 

2,413  12  11 

Portland   .    .    . 

7,715 

1,979 

65,611 

273     7     7 

767  17  11 

Port-Royal    .    . 

6,806 

791 

25,789 

107    9     1 

572  14    2 

St.  Tho.  in  the  East 

25,700 

5,420 

136,364 

568    3     8 

2,262  17  11 

St  Tho.  in  the  Yale 

11,814 

3,042 

77,56  s 

333    7  11 

1,151  17    6 

Trelawny  .    .    . 

28,203 

6,904 

180,767 

753    3  11 

3,181    4    2 

Vere    •    .    .    .- 

15,422 

4,851 

124,344 

518     2    0 

1,575  15    5 

Westmoreland    . 

20,454 

13,631 

180,974 

754     1     2 

2,490    0    3 

314,038 

143,949 

2,274.1)92 

9,511  18    5 

37,842  12  11 

No.  XLIII. 

An  Account  of  the  Receipts  of  Cash  'for  the  four  Quarters, 
ending  the  30th  of  September,  1816. 

£•      *.  d. 


Poll-tax,  1816       ... 
Land-tax,  1816     ... 

Deficiency,  1816  - 

.Arrears  of  taxes,  1815       •  * 

Arrears  ot  former  years 

American  duties  -    '    -   - 

Arms  and  gunpowder 

Surplus  oi  the  revenue 

loan  at  6  per  cent 

Run  duty  ... 

Additional  duties 

Tax  upon  tonnage 

Transient  poor's  tax  -  • 

Duty  upon  tea      -  -  > 

Stamp  duties        -  - 

Tax  upon  transient  traders 

Fees  on  private  bills 

Public  provisions  on  hand,  rum-butts,  &c 

Trustees  of  Manning's  Eree-sqhool 


s. 

29,245    1  10 

6,886  13.  5 

2,257     2:  0 

20,617     1, 11 

3,023  10  3 

38,159    5  5 

1,222     5  0 

20,124  16  0 

80,000    0  0 

12,966  11  9 

14,112  11  10 

3,656  15  2 

4,161  19  t 

2,272    3  0 

25,238  13  8 

482  17  5 

160    0  0 

7,301  17  8 

200    0  0 


j£  272,089    6    5 
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APPENDIX. 


No.  XLV1II. 

An  Account  of  the  principal  Articles  of  Provision  and  Lumber 
imported  into  the  British  West  Indies,  and  conquered 
Colonies  tn  the  West! mHw,tn  the  Years  1804, 1805,  and 
1806,  distinguishing  the  several  Countries  from  which 
such  Articles  were  imported. 


1804. 


TI»e  United  L  BritiHt 


Corn,  bushels      .    . 
Bread,  Flour,  &  Meal,  cwt 
Rice,  barrels   .    •    . 
Beef  and  Pork,  ditto     . 

Fish,  dry   ban*     •    •/ 
J    quintals  .    ,\ 

* ,  pickled,  barrels 

Butter,  firkins     .    . 

Cows  and  Oxen  .    . 

Sheep  and  Hogs 

Oak  and   Pine  Board 

and  Timber,  feet  . 

Shingles,  feet      .    . 

Staves 


Kingdom 


> 


{ 


Corn,  bushels     .    . 
Bread,  Flour,  &Mea1,  cwt 
Rice,  barrels ....    . 
Beef  and  Pork,  ditto 

"■M-jrJHL.:" 

— -,  pickled,,  barrels 
Butter,  firkins     .    . ' 
Cows  and  Oxen*  .    .- 
Sheep  and.  Hogs  .    . 
Oak  and   Pine  Boards 

and  Timber,  feet  . 
Shingles,  feet  .  .  . 
Staves 


165,540 

23,635 

78 

67,303 

683 

2,497 

50,949 

52,432 

3 


Continental 
Colonies 

r 


United  States 
of  America. 


J 


4,166 
4,236 

1,638 

147 

91,609 

33,035 

55 

7 

too 

814,727 

212,260 
1,012,676 


432,76q 

568,207 

17,017 

71,728 

1,007 

153,038 

42,144 

11,047 

4,076 

4,lp4 

36,6*3,601 

40,836,670 
15,366,936 


Other 
Covatriei. 


avs 


4,632 

6,656 

312 

540 

4,703 

270 

47 

2,083 
401 

85,620 

19,500 
68,500 


1805. 


146,762 

37,055 

,33 

49,646 

237 

2,774 

48,829 

40,074 

9 


34 
1,200,324 

491,300 
235,169 


399,526 

424,343 

7,103 

61,389 

148 

117,446 

24,525 

6,484 

4,131 

2,882 

37,825,262 

33,410,710 
16,285,146 


7,470 

10,970 

61 

372 

605 

32g 

22 

485 

243 

149,970 

17,500 
589,500 


T 


(Continued.) 
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n 


No.  XLV1II.  (Continued.) 


.  t            *                                                                                        * 

0                    • 

1806. 

' 

The  United 

British 

United  States 
of  America 

Other 

Kktgdom. 

Continental 
Colonies. 

Countries. 

Cora,  bushels     •    .    • 

238,203 

2,578 

386,256 

1,214 

Bread,  Flour,  &  Meal,  cwt 

42,905 

1,176 

397,966 

5,375 

Rice,  barrels  .... 

50 

— 

11,100 

46 

Beef  and  Pork,  ditto     . 

56,765 

1,S35 

39,226 

244 

"*-*  JeS, :  :{ 

365 
4,637 

12 
113,937 

452 
144,968 

4,588 

■  ■    ,  pickled,  barrels    . 

55,306 

36,741 

47,845 

2,372 

Batter,  firkins*     .    .    • 

56,908 

337 

6,593 

171 

Cows  and  Oxen  •    .    • 

1* 

2 

4,3301         802 

Sheep  and  Hogs  .    .    . 

— 

-7- 

3,3881         309 

Oak  and  Pine  Boards') 
and  Timber,  feet  .    .  J 

♦          •          * 

811,315 

40,610,075     68,400 

Shingles,  feet       .    ... 

— 

295,225 

495907,73a      3,000 

327,336 

21,164,97a  135,500 

No.  XI 

.IX. 

1 

EXPORTS  OF  FISH. 

Estimate  of  Quintals  of  Fish  exported  from  the  British 
Colonies  in  North  America  and  Newfoundland,  in  the 
Years  1805,  1806, 1807,  and  1806. 


!805. 

Quintals,  or 

Cwt.       qrs.  ib. 

Drgm-      Cod 693,909  6    0 

Salmon,  17,491  of  5lb.  each  =    .    .  780  3  11 

Herrings,  8,178  boxes,  61b.  each  = .  438  0  12 

Pickled  Ftsk. 57,441  casks,  200lb.  each  =  102,673  0  24 


Quintals  or  cwts    .    .    727,700    0  19 
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1806. 

Qaintals,  ol- 
Cwt.      q«.  lb. 

DryFtsh      Cod 804,819  0    0 

Salmon,  17,638,  of  5lb.  each  =  .    .           787  1  18 

Herrings,  10,388  boxes,  6lb.  each  =           556  2    0 

Pickled  Fuk.              ,  78,738  casks,  300H>.  each  =  140,603  2    8 


Quintals  or  cwts.    .    .    .    946,766    1  26 


1807. 


Dry  Fish.      Cod    .......    #    #    .    .    631,537  a    0 

Salmon*  12,653  of5lb.  each  *=*    .    .           564  3  13 

Herrings,  12,666  boxes,  61b.  each  »          678  2    4 

Pickled  fish.              ,  73,688  Casks,  800tb.  each  »  131,(76  *   4 

Quintals  or  cwts.    ......    764,357  0  21 


1808. 

Dry  Fish      Cod    .    .  , 695,794  0    0 

Salmon,  2,441  of  5lb.  each  =     .    .           118  3  25 

Herrings,  15,716  boxes  61b.  each  =            841  3  20 

Pickled  Fish ,  74,942  casks,  200lb.  each  m*  133,825  0    0 

j                      >             ■  .  I,,  ..■■■ .,  11. 

Quintals  or  cwts.    •    .    .    830,579  3  17 
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> 

No.  L. 


Estimate  of  Quintals  of  Fish  imported  into  the  British 
West-India  Islands,  in  the  Years  1S05,  1806,  1807,  and 
1808. 

1805. 

Qointali,  or 
Cwt.       qrs.  lb. 

Dry  Fish. 820,357     0    0 

In  986  barrels  of  1001b.  each  =±=  .     .  880     1  12 

Pickkd  Fish.  In  97*263  barrels  of  SOOlb.  each  *fc  .     164,755     1  12 


Quintals  or  cwts.     .     .     .    385,992    2  24 


1806. 

Dry  Fish. 268,130  0    0 

In  729  barrels  of  1001b.  each  =*=  .    .  650  3  16 

Pickled  Fish.  In  14ft,264  barrels  of  2001b,  each  =  254,042  8  12 


■Mm*. 


Quintals  or  CWts.     .    .    .    522,823    3    0 


1807- 

Dry  Fish. 239,068  0  0 

In  1,281  barrels  of  1001b.  each  =    .  1,143  3  0 

Pickled  Fish.  In  110,040  barrels  of  200lb.  each  —  207,214  1  4 

Quintals  or  cwts.    .    .    .  447,426  0  4 


1808. 


Dry  Fish.      ♦....•.!..     ...  190*57T  0    0 

In  3,912  barrels  of  1001b.  each  =     .  3,492  3  12 

Pidled  Fish,  tn  112,247  barrels  of  200lb.  each  »  200,441  0    8 

Quintals  or  cwts.    .    .    .  394,510  3  20 
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No.  LIX. 


,    SLAVE  REGISTRY  ACT 

For  more  effectually  preventing  the  unlawful  Importation  of 
Slaves,  and  the  holding  Free  Persons  in  Slavery,  in  the 
British  Colonies.  Ordered  by  the  House  of  Commons  iff  the 
United  Kingdom  to  be  printed,  &th  July,  1815. 

PREAMBLE* 

Whzrbas  the  illicit  and  clandestine  importation  of  slaves 
into  British  colonies,  wherein  slavery  is  established  by  law, 
and  the  holding  and  detaining  in  slavery  there  of  such 
negroes,  mulattoes,  and  mustees,  as  by  reason  of  such  illicit 
importation,  or  otherwise,  are  lawfully  entitled  to  their  free- 
dom, cannot  be  effectually  and  certainly  prevented,  without 
some  better  provision  than  the  laws  in  force  within  the  said 
colonies  have  made  for  ascertaining  the  number,  and  identi- 
fying the  persons  of  the  slaves  now  within  the  same,  and  of 
the  future  issue  of  the  female  slaves,  upon  whom,  by  the  laws 
of  thei  said  colonies,  the  condition  of  slavery  descends : 

And  whereas  by  reason  of  the  intercourse  between  the 
said  colonies,  and  the  frequent  passage  and  removal  of  slaves 
from  one  British  colony  to  another*  and  tjhe  frequent  trans- 
fers of  property  in  slaves  within,  the  said!  colonies,  by  sale, 
mortgage,  and  otherwise,  made  by  and  to  persons  resident  in 
the  united  kingdom,  and  for  ether  reasons,  the  necessary 
provisions  and  regulations  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  cannot 
be  fully  and  effectually  made  by  the  separate  interior  legisla- 
tures of  the,  said  colonies  respectively,  but  only  by  the  au- 
thority of  Parliament: 

KNACTMENT8. 

1.  There  shall  be  established  in  every  colony,  now  or 
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hereafter  under. the  dominion  of  his  Majesty,  bis  beta,  Ac, 
in  the  West  Indies  or  America,  or  elsewhere,  in  which  slavery 
is  established  or  permitted  by  law,  a  public  registry,  for  the 
registration  and  enrolment  of  the  names  and  descriptions  of 
all  negroes,  mulattoes,  and  mustees,  and  all  slaves  shall  be 
registered  or  returned  for  registration,  within  the  following 
times  (that  is  to  say)  in  every  such  colony  in  the  West  Indies* 
or  in  America,  Jamaica  excepted,  within  the  term  of 
in  Jamaica,  within  the  term  of  and  in  all  more  dis- 

tant parts  of  the  world,  within  the  term  of  to  be 

respectively  computed  from  the  passing  of  this  act :  Pro* 
vided  always,  that  every  such  island  within  the  government 
of  the  leeward  Charibbee  islands,  or  any  other  government 
comprising  more  islands  than  one,  as  has  a  separate  legisla- 
tive assembly  and  courts  of  law  of  its,  own,  shall  be  deemed 
and  taken  to  be  a  separate  colony  for  tlje  purpose  of  this  act : 
and  that  all  other  islands  within  such  governments  shall  not 
be  so  deemed  and  taken,  buf  the  slaves  therein  shall  be 
registered  in  the  registry  of  the  nearest  island  within  the 
same  government  in  which  a  public  registry  shall  be  esta- 
blished as  aforesaid. 

%  It  shall  be  lawful  for  his  Majesty  to  appoint  a  registrar 
of  slaves  in  each  and  every  of  the  said  colonies  >  and  in  de- 
fault of  any  such  appointment,  &c.  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
governor;  &c,  to  appoint  some  fit  and  proper  person,  resident 
within  such  colony,  to  be  registrar  of  slaves  therein  j  which 
registrar,  so  to  be  appointed  by  his  Majesty,  or  such  governor* 
&e.  ehall  take  the  following  oath  before  such  governor,  &c. 
iu  council,  (that  is  to  say) 

"  I  A.  B.  do  solemnly  promise  and  swear,,  that  I  will  not 
willingly  or  knowingly  malfe  or  permit,  or  suffer  to  be  made, 
any  false  or  fraudulent  entry,  erasure,  or  obliteration,  in  the 
registry  of  slaves  to  be  committed  to  my  charge  j  but  if  any 
aueh  false  or  fraudulent  act  shall  become  known  to  me,  will 
immediately  give  notice  thereof  to  the  governor,  lieutenant-* 
governor,  or  civil  commander  in  chief  of  this  cq\ony  for  the 
time  being 5  and  will  in  all  respects  faithfully  and  uprightly 
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perform  the  duties  of  the  office  of  registrar  of  slaves  for  this 
colony  .-—So  help  me  God." 

And  every  person,  so  appointed  to  the  said  office  of  re- 
gistrar, shall  become  bound  by  bond  or  recognizance,  with 
two  sufficient  sureties,  in  the  penal  sum  of  with  con- 

dition for  the  faithful  performance  of  all  the  duties  of  his 
office. 

9 

3.  The  governor,  &c.  shall  provide  a  proper  and  con- 
venient house  or  building  within  or  near  to  the  chief  town 
of  the  colony,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  the  registry. 

4.  The  registrar  shall  provide  two  large  blank  paper 
books,  or  sets  of  books,  for  the  purpose  of  the  registry,  one 
of  which  books  shall  be  entitled  "  Registry  of  Plantation 
Slaves,"  and  the  other  *«  Registry  of  Personal  Slaves/* 

5.  As  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  after  the  passing  of 
this  act,  his  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  the 
colonial  department  shall  cause  a  sufficient  number  of  copies 
of  this  act,  printed  by  his  Majesty's  printer,  (and  which  are 
hereby  declared  to  be  legal  evidence  thereof  in  all  courts  of 
justice,)  to  be  officially  dispatched  and  transmitted  by  differ- 
ent conveyances  to  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  or 
civil  commander  in  chief  of  every  colony  under  the  dominion 
of  his  Majesty,  in  which  slavery  is  established,  or  permitted 
by  law  :  and  immediately  after  the  receipt  of  any  such  official 
dispatch,  with  any  such  copy  of  this  aet,  every  such  governor, 
lieutenant-governor,  or  civil  commander  in  chief,  shall  cause 
the  same  to  be  publicly  notified  in  the  most  effectual  manner 
in  the  colony  under  his  government,  and  shall  express  in 
such  notification  the  particular  day  at,  or  before  which,  the 
owners  or  possessors  of  slaves  within  the  colony  are  to  re- 
turn lists  or  schedules  of  the  slaves  owned  or  possessed  by 
them,  pursuant  to  the  directions  hereinafter  contained  j  and 
shall,  for  the  fuller  and  speedier  information  of  all  persons 
within  the  colony,  cause  this  act  to  be  reprinted  and  pub- 
lished there,  unless  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  hereof,  for 
the  use  of  the  colony,  shall  have  been  transmitted  to,  and 
received  by  him  as  aforesaid. 
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€.  On  or  before  the  day  to  be  appointed,  every  person 
who  shall  then  be  resident  in  any  colony,  and  who  shall  be 
In  possession  of  any  plantation  slaves  or  slave,  within  the 
same,  whatever  his  or  her  title,  trust,  or  interest  in  any  such 
slaves  or  slave,  plantation  or  personal,  may  be,  shall  respec- 
tively make  and  deliver  upon  oath  to  the  registrar,  a  schedule 
or  list  in  writing  for  each  plantation  of  which  he  or  she  shall 
then  be  in  possession  in  any  of  the  rights  .or  characters  afore- 
said, therein  specifying,  in  the  first  place,  the  name  by  which 
the  plantation  is  usually  called  or  known  $  and,  when  two 
or  more  plantations  are  held  and  occupied  together  by  the 
same  person,  and  cultivated  by  the  same  body  or  gang  of 
slaves,  the  names  of  eaeh  of  the  said  plantations  so  jointly 
held  and  cultivated,  and  in  what  parish,  quarter,  or  other 
djvision  of  the  same  island,  every  such  plantation  is  situated, 
and  whether  the  same  is  a  sugar  plantation,  or  coffee,  or 
cotton*  or  stock  plantation,  or  of  what  other  description  the 
same  shall  be ;  and,  in  the  next  place,  the  name  or  names  of 
"the  present  owner  or  owners  of  such  plantation  or  planta- 
tions, as  well  as  of  the  person  or  persons  then  in  possession 
of  the  same,  and  the  right  or  character  in  which  the  party 
making  such  return  holds  such  possession ;  namely,  whether 
as  proprietor,  lessee,  mortgagee,  trustee,  receiver,  attorney, 
manager,  or  otherwise  j  and  when  the  property  or  possession 
of  any  such  plantation  has  been  changed  within  seven  years 
prior  to  such  return  thereof,  then  the  said  schedule  shall  also 
mention  the  name  of  the  last  owner  or  proprietor,  and  in 
whose  tenure  or  occupation  the  same  lately  was  j  and  every 
person  making  a  return  of  any  slave  or  slaves,  not  attached 
or  belonging  to  any  plantation  in  the  said  island,  hereby 
called  "  personal  slaves,"  shall  so  return  a  list  or  schedule 
in  writing,  containing,  in  the  first  place,  Jiis  or  her  own 
name  and  description,  and  the  name  and  description  of  such 
other  person  or  persons  being  the  owner  or  owners  of  such 
slave  or  slaves,  on  whose  behalf  the  return  is  made,  and  the 
right  or  character  in  which  the  party  making  such  return 
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holds  possession  of  and  claims  title  to  such  slate  or  slaves, 
namely,  whether  as  proprietor,  lessee,  mortgagee,  seques- 
trator, guardian,  committee,  trustee,  receiver,  executor,  ad* 
miaistrator,  or  otherwise;   and  if  such  pemoaal  slave  or 
slaves  shall  have  been  purchased  or  acquired  within  seven 
years  prior  to  sack  return,  then  the  name  or  names  of  the 
seller  or  last  former  owner  thereof}  and  after  sueh  deacrip* 
tions  as  aforesaid,  of  such  plantation  and  its  owner  or 
owners,  and  of  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  personal  slaves 
respectively,  in  the  said  schedule,  the  parties  making  the  said 
returns  shall  proceed  to  name,  describe,  and  enumerate  dis- 
tinctly therein,  the  several  negro,  mulatto,  and  other  slaves, 
then  attached  or  belonging  to  the  same  plantation,  or  to  the 
same  owner  or  owners,  by  distinct  lists,  in  manner  following) 
^that  is  to  say,)  in  the  first  place,  such  schedule  shall  contain 
a  list  of  all  slaves  who  have  husbands  or  wives,  either  by 
actual  marriage,  or  known  and  constant  eofaabitatioa*  or  who 
have  parents  or  children,  brother*  or  sisters,  among  the 
slave*  of  the  said  plantation,  or  of  the  same  owner  or  owners  j 
which  list  shall  be  entitled,  «  The  List  of  Families  of  Slaves 
on  the  Plantation  of  A.  B  "  (inserting  the  pvoper  name  of  the 
plantation)  or  of  C.  IX  the  owner  of  personal  slaves,  as  the 
case  may  be  3  and  the  said  list  shall  be  divided  into  aa.  many 
sections  as  there  are  different  families  to  be  inserted  therein, 
and  each  section  shall  be  entitled,  "  The  Family  of  A.  B»" 
{inserting  the  name  of  the  superior  relation)  or  where  there 
are  only  brothers  or  other  relations  of  the  same  degree,  the 
name  of  the  elder  individual  5  and  each  of  the  said  schedules 
shall  also  contain  two  other  lists,  in- one  of  which  shaU  be 
inserted  the  names  of  such  male  slaves,  and  in  the  other  the 
names  of  such  female  slaves,  as  have  no  wives  or  husbands, 
parents  or  children,  brothers  or  sisters,  among  the  slaves  of 
the  same  plantation,  or  the  same  owner  or  owners  5  which 
lists  shall  be  respectively  entitled,  "  General'  List  of  Male 
Slaves,"  and  "  General  List  of  Female  Slaves,"  on  the  plan- 
tation A.  B.  (inserting  the  proper  name  of  the  plantation/) 
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or  "  belonging  t*  €.  D.M  as  the  castt  may  be  $  And.  all  the 
stores  attached  Or  belonging  to  the  same  plantation,  or  the 
seme  owner  or  owners,  snail  be  named  and  described  in  the 
paid  schedule  respectively,  and  in  the  particular  lots  Of  tee* 
tions  to  wh'Kbt  they  respectively  belong,  in  the  manner  and 
form  following;  (that  is  to. say,)  the •chedule  or  paper  con- 
taining each  of  the  said  lists  shall  be  divided  into  eight  per* 
pendicular  oolutans  of  convenient  breadths,  respectively 
entitled  at  the  heads  thereof,  names,  surnames,  colours,  em* 
payments,  age,  stature,  country,  and  marks j  to  which  shall 
ha  added  in  the  lists  of  families,  a  ninth  column  of  convenient 
breadth,  entitled,  "  Relations  ;"  and,  the  more  clearly  to 
distinguish  the  description  of  each  particular  slave,  as  many 
feoriaontel  lines,  with  convenient  spaces  between  them,  shall 
be  drawn  across  the  said  perpendicular  lines  or  columns,  as 
are  equal  in  number  to  the  number  of  slaves  to  be  inserted 
fo  each  list;  and  in  the  first  of  the  said  columns  shall  be  in* 
parted  the  name  of  baptism  of  each  slave,  if  he  or  she  shall 
have  been  baptised,  and  if  not,  the  name  by  which  he  or  she 
has  been  usually  called  and  known  5  in  the  second  of  the  said 
columns  shall  be  inserted  the  surname,  or  second  name  of  the 
slave,  if  he  or  she  has  ever  been  called  or  known  by  any 
surname  or  second  name  $  and  if  not*  then  in  cases  of  family 
•laves  included  in  the  said  lists  of  families,  the  name  of  the 
superior  relation  $  and  in  the  cases  of  slaves  who  are  Included 
i»  the  said  general  lists  of  malea  sad  females,  such  name  as 
the  owner  or  party  making  the  return,  shall  think  fit  to  insert 
therein,  as  the  surname  by  which  the  slave  and  his  lawful 
issue,  or  her  natural  issue  and  their  descendants  respectively, 
shall  thereafter  always  be  called :  provided  nevertheless,  that 
in  cases  of  family  slaves,  the  owner  or  party  making  the 
return  may  also  givte,  if  he  thinks  fit,  some  other  family 
name,  instead  of  that  of  the  superior  relation,  so  as  no  two 
families  on  the  same  plantation,  or  belonging  to  the  same 
owner,  shall  have  the  same  surname  in  the  said  schedule  or 
return;  but  for  all  the  purposes  of  this  act,  the  surname  by 
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which  each  slave. shall  first  be  returned  or  registered,  shall 
continue  for  ever  alter  to  be  the  surname  of  audi  slave,  and 
of  his  lawful  iasae  if  a  male,  or  her  natural  issue  ff  a  female, 
and  of  their  respective  descendants,  and  shall  not  afterwards 
be  changed ;  in  the  third  of  the  said  columns  shall  be  inserted 
negro,  mulatto,  or.  muttee,  as  the  ease  may  be,  or  such  de- 
signation, of  intermediate  shades  of  colour  {if  any)  as  are  in 
use.  within  the  colony;  in  the  fourth  of  the  said  columns 
shall  be  inserted,  thepacticular  trade,  occupation,  or  ordinary 
employment  of  the  slave,  specifying  in  the  cases  *f  mechanics, 
artisans,  or  handicraftsmen,  the  particular  art  or  business  in 
which  he  or  .she  is  usually  employed  ;  in  the  case  of  domestic 
slaves,  the  particular  domestic  service  or  department  in  which 
he  or  she  is. usually  employed;  and  in  eases  of  ordinary 
plantation  slaves,  describing. them  as  labourers  only 5  and 
in  the.  fifth  of  the  said  columns  shall  be  inserted  the  age  of 
the  slave,  according  to. the  best  of  the  knowledge  and  belief 
of  the  owner  or  other  party,  making  the  return ;  in  the  sixth 
of  the  said  columns  shall  be  inserted  the  exact  stature  in  feet 
and  inches,  by  .actual  measurement  of  the  slave,  which  mea- 
surement, in  cases  of  infanlslaves,  orsuch  as  have  not  clearly 
attained  their  full  growth,  shall  be  repeated  prior  to  every 
triennial  return  hereinafter  directed  to  be  made;  in  the 
seventh .  of.  the  said  columns  shall  be  inserted,  not  only 
whether  the  slave  k  an  African  or  Creole  negro,  but  if  an 
African,  the  name  of  the  country  or- district <of  Africa  from 
which  he  or.  she  was  .brought;  and,  &a  Creole  slave,  the 
island  or  colony  in  which,  such. slave  was  born,  or  from 
which,  he  or  she  was  brought,  according  to  the  best  of  the 
knowledge  or.  information  and  belief  of  the  owner  or  other 
party  making  the  xeturn^  and  in  the  eighth  of  the  said 
columns  shall  be  inserted,  whether  the  slave  has  any,  and 
what  seams. and  marks  on.the  face  or  other  parts  of  the  body, 
such  as  African,  slaves  commonly  have,  and.  which  are  usually 
called .  country  mark*,  «r;  *any  *  such  >  brands  or  marks  as  are 
used  in  some  colonies  for  distinguishing  the  owner's  property, 
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or  has  any  apparent  bodily  singularity,  defect,  or  deformity ; 
ail  which  shall  be  specified  with  convenient  certainty,  so  as 
at  least  to  mention  the  part  of  the  face  or  body  wherein  the 
marks,  brands,  defects,  or*  other  singularity  appears  5  and 
lastly,  in  the  further  column,  to  be  added  as  aforesaid  in  the 
lists  of  family  slates,  shall  be  inserted  the  relation  that  the 
slave  bears  to  the  superior  relative  or  slave  by  whose  name 
tile  family  section  of  the  list  to  which  he  belongs  is  entitled 
as  aforesaid,  with  such  further  particulars  of  genealogy  or 
family  connexion  as  the  owner  or  party  making  the  return 
shall  think  fit  to  add ;  and  at  the  end  of  the  said  returns  re* 
speetively,  shall  be  summed  tip  and  set  down  in  words  at 
length,  the' whole  number  of  slaves  then  belonging  to  the 
plantation  for1  which,  or  to  the  owner  or  owners  of  personal 
slaves  on  whose  behalf,  such  returns  are  made.  And  for  the 
better  ascertaining  of  the  proper  form  of  such  returns  of 
slaves  as  are  hereby  required  to  be  made,  so  that  no  person 
may  pretend  ignorance  thereof,  a  form  or  example  of  such 
returns  is  contained  in  a  schedule  to  this  act  annexed,  to 
which  all  persons  are  required,  so  far  as  shall  be  found  prac- 
ticable, to  conform  $  and  at  the  time'  of  notifying  and  publish- 
ing this  act  in  any  colony  as  aforesaid,  public  notice  shall  be 
given  by  the  said  governor,  lieutenant-governdr,  or  civil 
commander  in  chief,  in  such  manner  as  to  him  shall  feel  most 
fit  and  effectual,  that  a  form  or  pattern  of  the  returns  hereby 
required  to  be  made  may  be  seen,  and  a  printed  copy  thereof, 
with  blanks  to  be  fitted'  up  according  to  the  rules  aforesaid, 
obtained  at  the  registrar's  office,  to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid ; 
and  printed  blank  copies  of  the  Said  forms  shall  accordingly 
be  provided  by  the  registrar,  and  delivered  to  all  persons  ap- 
plying for  the  same,  at  a  price  not  exceeding  for 
each  printed  copy. 

7.  Every  person  making  and  subscribing  any  schedule, 

shall  personally  deliver  the  same,  either  to  the  said  registrar, 

or  to  the  person  by  him  appointed  to  receive  returns  or 

schedules,  in  the  proper  district  of  the  colony  in  which  the 

VOL.  iv.  / 
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party  making  the  same  shall  reside;  and  shall  at  the  wane 
time  take  the  following  oath,  which  the  said  registrar,  and 
every  person  by  him  appointed,  is  hereby  empowered  and  re- 
quired to  administer. 

"I  A.  B.  (name  the  deponent)  do  solemnly  swear,  that 
the  schedule  or  return  now  by  me  delivered  to  be  registered, 
contains,  as  I  verily  believe,  a  just,  true,  and  full  return,  ac- 
count, and  description  of  all  the  slaves  now  attached  or  he- 
longing  to  the  plantation  therein  named,  [or,  belonging  to 
the  owner  or  owners  therein  named,]  and  being  within  this 
colony;  and  that  the  said  return  is  made  by  me,  according  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  truly,  and  without 
fraud,  deceit,  or  evasion. — So  help  me  God." 

8.  From  and  after  the  day  appointed,  no  return  shall  be 
received;  except  in  such  special  cases  as  in  this  act  are 
afterwards  provided  for.  / 

9.  As  soon  as  any  schedules  shall  have  been  received  by 
the  registrar,  he  shall  proceed  to  register  the  same  with  all 
convenient  speed.  Governors  may  enlarge  the  time  for  com- 
pleting the  registration  of  returns.  Proviso,  that  before  any 
extension  of  time,  the  whole  number  of  slaves  returned  to  be 
ascertained  on  oath  by  the  registrar,  before  the  governor. 

10.  Returns  or  schedules  shall  be  entered  in  the  books  of 
registry,  in  a  prescribed  manner  and  form. 

11.  Slaves  within  a  certain  number  shall  be  registered  in 
one  book,  when  the  number  is  greater,  in  a  set  of  books. 

12.  When  the  books  are  filled,  new  books. shall  be  open- 
ed, and  in  what  manner. 

13.  Indexes  of  plantations  or  owners'  names  shall  be 
prefixed  to  each  book. 

14.  No  erasures  shall  be  permitted  in  the  register  book. 

15.  Office  copies  of  the  registered  lists  or  returns  shall  be 
delivered  to  the  owners, 

16.  When  all  the  returns  are  registered,  notice  thereof 
shall  be  given,  and  of  the  means  of  supplying  omissions 
within  a  limited  time. 
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17.  Governors  shall  have  power  to  direct  returns  to  be 
received  and  registered  after  the  limited  time,  in  certain 
cases. 

18,  The  end  of  the  term  of  every  registrar  shall 
proceed  finally  to  close  and  authenticate  the  primary  or 
original  registration  of  all  the  slaves  in  the  colony  for  which 
he  acts,  which  shall  thenceforth  be  called  "  The  Original 
Registry  of  the  Slaves  of  such  Colony,"  in  manner  pre- 
scribed 5  and  shall  subscribe  his  name,  and  affix  his  seal  of 
office  5  and  below  the  said  signature  shall  write  the  following 
affidavit)  setting  forth  that  he  has  twice  carefully  examined 
and  compared  all  the  preceding  entries,  &cv&c.;  and  that 
he  is  enabled  thereby  to  depose,  and  does  depose,  that  the 
preceding  original  registry  of  slaves  is  in  all  respects  correctly 
and  faithfully  made. 

19.  Alphabetical  indexes  of  notes  of  registered  slaves  shall 
be  made  and  entered  in  general  index  books. 

20.  Duplicate  books  of  the  original  registry  shall  be  pre- 
pared and  transmitted  to  England. 

21.  Triennial  returns  of  slaves  shall  be  hereafter  made, 
and  how. 

22.  Triennial  returns  shall  be  delivered  on  oath. 

23.  The  registrar,  on  the  receipt  of  triennial  returns,  shall 
forthwith  proceed  to  correct,  enlarge,  and  continue  pursuant 
thereto,  the  former  registry  of  the  plantation  slaves  and  per- 
sonal slaves,  to  which  such  returns  respectively  shall  relate, 
in  manner  following:  (that  is  to  say,)  the  said  registrar 
shall,  in  the  first  place,  carefully  compare  such  returns,  and 
the  names  and  descriptions  of  slaves  therein  contained,  with 
the  original  registry  of  the  slaves  of  the  same  plantation  or 
plantations  respectively,  and  of  such  other  plantation  within 
the  colony,  from  which  any  of  the  said  slaves  may  be  stated 
to  have  been  newly  purchased  or  transferred,  or  of  the  same 
owner  or  owners  of  personal  slaves,  and  of  any  former  owner 
or  owners  thereof,  under  whom  the  present  owner  or  owners 
thereof  shall  derive  his  or  their  title  $  and  also,  with  all  in- 
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termediate  continuations  and  amotions  of  the  said  original 
registry  by  former  triennial  returns,  so  as  to  ascertain,  not 
only  that  the  whole  number  of  slaves  mentioned  in  the  said 
returns  corresponds  with  the  original  and  former  entries  of 
slaves  belonging  to  the  same  plantation  or  plantations,  owner 
or  owners  respectively,  (having  regard  to  all  former  continu- 
ations and  corrections)  but  also  that  the  descriptions  of  all 
slaves  of  such  triennial  returns  named  and  described,  corre- 
spond with  such  former  descriptions  thereof,  (if  any,)  as  are 
in  the  said  books  of  registry  contained,  except  so  far  as  such 
descriptions  are  in  any  particular  stated  to  have  been  altered 
in  respect  to  stature  or  bodily  marks,  since  the  last  registered 
returns  ;  and,  in  case  there  shall  be  found  any  apparent  in- 
consistency between  any  such  triennial  returns  and  the  said 
original  or  former  triennial  registries  of  slaves,  belonging  to 
the  same  plantation  or  plantations,  owner  or  owners  respec- 
tively ;  or  if,  in  the  case  of  any  slave  or  slaves  returned  as 
newly  acquired  by  purchase  or  transfer,  succession  or  rever- 
sion, from  any  other  plantation  or  plantations,  or  former 
owner  or  owners  within  the  same  colony,  there  shall  not  ap- 
pear in  the  return  of  the  same  period  for  such  other  planta- 
tion or  former  owner  or  owners,  a  corresponding  entry  of  the 
same  slaves,  as  deducted  by  sale  or  transfer,  determination  of 
estate,  or  otherwise,  fipm  the  last  registered  stock  of  such 
other  plantation  or  plantations,  or  former  owner  or  owners, 
the  registrar  shall  give  notice  thereof  to  the  owner  or  owners, 
or  other  party  or  parties  making  any  such  return  or  returns, 
and  require  him  or  them  to  attend  before  him  the  said  regis- 
trar, to  explain  or  remove  such  apparent  inconsistency  or 
defect  5  and  until  the  same  shall  be  accordingly  done  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  the  said  registrar,  by  an  examination 
upon  oath,  if  necessary,  (which  oath  the  said  registrar  is 
hereby  empowered  to  administer)  the  said  registrar  shall  not 
proceed  to  register  any  such  triennial  returns  so  apparently 
defective  or  erroneous ;  but  the  party  or  parties  refusing  or 
omitting  so  to  explain,  and,  if  necessary,  to  correct  the  same, 
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shall,  for  all  the  purposes  of  this  act,  be  deemed  and  taken 
to  hare  omitted  to  make  any  return  for  the  period  to  which 
such  defective  return  relates ;  saving,  nevertheless,  to  him  or 
them,  such  remedy  by  appeal,  as  is  hereinafter  provided,  in 
case  of  any  error  or  misconduct  herein  by  the  said  registrar. 
24.  Immediately  from  and  after  such  comparison  and 
examination,  as  aforesaid,  every  return  which  shall  be  found 
to  be  not  inconsistent,  &c.  shall  be  registered  in  the  said 
books  of  registry,  (that  is  to  say)  when  any  such  returns 
shall  state  that  there  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  number 
or  descriptions  of  the  slaves,  since  the  last  returns  for  the 
same  plantation,  or  the  said  owner  or  owners  of  personal 
slaves,  the  said  registrar  shall  carry  forward  the  whole  num- 
ber so  last  returned  to  a  new  folio  or  double  page  in  the  said 
original  book  of  registry,  and  shall  enter  and  insert  under 
the  same  "  no  alteration  by  return  of  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ,  as  by  return  dated  /' 

and  shall  subscribe  his  name  to  such  entry;  but  as  to  slaves 
stated  in  any  such  triennial  returns  to  have  died,  or  to  have 
been  sold  or  otherwise  transferred,  or  to  have  been  manu- 
mitted, or  to  have  permanently  deserted,  the  said  registrar 
shall  write  in  the  column  of  corrections  of  the  said  original 
registry  and  of  every  intermediate  triennial  registry,  wherein 
the  name  of  any  such  deceased,  gold,  transferred,  or  manu- 
mitted slave  or  deserter  shall  have  been  inserted  in  the  proper 
space  of  the  said  column,  opposite  the  name  of  such  slave, 
the  word  "dead"  or  "sold,  transferred,  manumitted,"  or 
"  deserted,"  as  the  case  may  be  $  and  the  said  registrar  shall 
then  proceed  to  sum  up  the  number  of  all  slaves,  which,  by 
any  of  the  means  aforesaid,  have  been  deducted  from  the 
former  and  last  registered  account  of  the  stock  of  slaves  be- 
longing to  the  same  plantation,  or  to  the  same  owner  or 
owners  of  personal  slaves,  as  the  case  may  be,  since  the  said 
last  registered  returns,  and  shall  deduct  the  whole  number 
thereof  from  the  last  registered  account  of  slaves  of  such 
plantation,  owner  or  owners,  and  shall  carry  forward  the 
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remaining  number  thereof  to  a  new  folio  or  double  page  of 
the  proper  book  of  registry,  making  a  written  reference 
thereto  at  the  foot  of  the  folio  from  which  the  same  is  car- 
ried, and  subscribing  the  same  with  his  name;  and  in  such 
new  folio  or  double  page,  and  in  as  many  successive  folios  as 
may  be  necessary,  shall  be  afterwards  inserted  the  names  and 
description  of  all  slaves  mentioned  in  the  same  triennial 
returns  to  have  been  newly  added  to  the  former  registered 
stock  by  any  of  the  lawful  means  aforesaid  \  distinguishing 
not  only  the  several  families  and  all  other  particulars,. as  in 
the  said  original  registry,  but  also  the  particular  mode  of 
acquisition  of  every  such  newly  added  slave,  by  the  word 
"  born,  purchased,  returned,  imported,"  or  such  other  brief 
designation  as  may  be  applicable  to  each  ease. 

£5.  At  the  end  of  the  registration  of  each  triennial  return, 
the  whole  number  of  slaves  then  belonging  to  each  plantation 
or  owner  shall  be  summed  up  and  entered. 

26.  Omissions  of  returns  from  accidents,  or  unavoidable 
impediments,  or  defaults  of  persons,  not  the  absolute  owners, 
are  to  be  supplied. 

27.  General  accounts  or  abstracts  of  triennial  returns 
shall  be  made  out  by  registrars,  and  authenticated  on  oath, 
and  transmitted  to  England. 

28.  If  returns  are  unduly  received,  or  refused  for  regis* 
tration  by  the  registrar,  parties  aggrieved  may  appeal  to  the 
governor,  and  from  him  to  the  king  in  council,  giving 
security,  &c. 

29.  Penalties  shall  be  levied  on  the  registrar,  his  deputies, 
and  clerks,  for  making  or  permitting  any  false  or  fraudulent 
entries  in  the  books  of  registry,  and  for  fraudulent  erasures, 
&c.  and  for  such  offences  by  other  persons. 

30.  If  any  person,  making  any  original  or  triennial  return 
of  slaves,  shall  falsely  and  wilfully  insert  therein  any  name 
or  description  of  any  slave,  or  pretended  slave,  belonging  to 
any  plantation,  or  owner,  &c.  knowing  that  such  slave,  &c. 
as  shall  be  so  named,  &c.  doth  not  in  fact  belong,  at  the  time 
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of  making  such  return,  to  such  plantation,  &e.  any  person  so 
offending  shall  forfeit,  for  every  slave,  or  pretended  slave,  so 
falsely  returned,  the  sum  of  .    Provided,  that 

no  person  shall  be  liable  to  any  such  penalty,  in  respect  of 
any  slave  which  he  shall  prove  to  have  been,  at  the  time  of 
the  return,  actually  employed  upon  the  plantation,  or  in  the 
service  of  the  asserted  owner,  to  which- the  same  were  repre- 
sented by  such  return  to  belong;  although  he  or  she  shall 
not  be  able  to  prove  that  the  property  in  such  slave  or  slaves 
was  such  as  was  stated  in  the  return,  except  when  the  pro- 
secutor shall  give  evidence,  beyond  the  falsification  of  the 
return,  in  the  point  of  property,  to  show  that  the  same  was 
fraudulent  or  wilfully  false. 

31.  The  certificates  of  registrars  shall  be  evidence. 

39.  Registrar  to  be  entitled  to  certain  fees,  to  be  reduced 
from  sterling  money  into  current  money  of  the  respective 
colonies. 

33.  Registrars  shall  not  own  slaves  $  and  shall  reside  in 
the  colony  for  which  they  are  appointed. 

34.  And  whereas  it  is  necessary  or  expedient,  for  effectu- 
ally preventing  the  fraudulent  introduction  and  registration 
of  slaves  brought  from  Africa,  or  foreign  colonies,  under 
pretence  of  their  having  been  brought  from  a  British  colony, 
to  regulate  the  manner  in  which  the  exportation  and  carriage, 
and  importation  of  slaves,  sent  from  one  British  colony  to 
another,  and  their  registration  under  this  act,  shall  hereafter 
be  permitted.  Whenever  any  slave  shall  be  sent  from  any 
colony,  now  or  hereafter  under  the  dominion  of  his  Majesty, 
his  heirs,  or  successors,  in  which  a  registry  of  slaves  shall 
have  been  established  pursuant  to  this  act,  with  intent  that 
such  slave  shall  be  removed  to,  and  remain  in  some  other 
colony,  under  the  dominion  of  his  Majesty,  his  heirs,  or  suc- 
cessors, the  owner,  or  other  person  sending  any  such  slave, 
shall  first  send  to  and  lodge  in  the  registry  of  the  colony, 
from  which  such  slave  shall  be  sent,  a  declaration  in  writing, 
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signed  by  the  owner  of  such  slave,  or  by  some  person  by 
such  owner  empowered  and  authorized  in  that  behalf,  setting 
forth  the  registered  name  and  description  of  such  glare,  and 
declaring  that  the  same  is  meant  to  be  exported  from  that 
colony,  and  to  be  sent  to  and  remain  ia  another  British 
colony,  therein  specified,  and  desking  a  certificate  thereof; 
and  if  it  shall  thereupon  appear  to  the  registrar,  that  the 
slave  named  and  described  in  such  declaration,  is  duly  re- 
gistered in  his  office  as  the  property  of  the  owner,  by  whom 
or  on  whose  behalf  such  declaration  ia  made,  he  shall  forth- 
with register  the  exportation  of  such  slave,  in  the  proper 
book  or  books  of  registry  in  his  office,  by  writing  in  the 
column  of  corrections  of  the  said  original  registry,  an<Lof 
every  triennial  registry  wherein  the  name  of  such  slave  shall 
be  registered,  the  words  "  Exported  to  -,"  (naming 

the  colony,)  and  shall  deliver  to  the  said  owner,  or  euch 
other  person  empowered  and  authorized  by  him,  an  extract 
certified  by  him,  the  said  registrar,  of  the  name,  &c  5  which 
certified  extract  shall  be  produced  to  the  collector  or  other 
principal  officer  of  his  Majesty's  customs,  at  the  port  at 
which  any  such  slave  shall  be  shipped  $  and  shall  be  by  such 
collector  or  other  principal  officer,  indorsed  with  his  own 
name  and  hand- writing,  and  shall  be  annexed  to  the  clear- 
ance or  permit  to  be  given  for  the  shipment  of  such  slave ; 
and  shall,  on  the  arrival  at  the  port  in  any  other  British 
colony,  to  which  the  same  shall  be  destined,  be  produced 
also  to  the  collector  or  principal  officer  of  the  customs,  at 
such  last-mentioned  port,  who  shall  examine  the  same,  and 
also  shall  ascertain,  by  personal  inspection,  whether  the 
negro,  mulatto,  or  other  person*  agree  in  bodily  description 
with  the  slave,  mentioned  in  such  certificate  and  ctearaeee; 
and  if  not,  shall  refuse  to  admit  the  same  to  an  entiy,  but  in 
case  of  such  agreement,  shall  indorse  such  certificate  wkbbis 
name  and  hand- writing  $  and  the  said  certificate,  soindocsed, 
shall  be  forthwith  produced  to,  and  left  with  the  regislrer 
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for  slaves. of  such  last-mentioned  colony,  and  shall  be  by 
him  filed  in  his  office,  as  his  necessary  warrant  for  registering 
such  slave,  as  newly  imported>  &c 

35.  Penalties  shall  he  levied,  for  exporting  or  sending 
slaves  from  one  British  colony,  under  an  alleged  or  actual 
destination,  to  another,  without  certificates  from  the  regis* 
trar.  Proviso  as  to  domestic  slaves  attending  their  masters, 
and  as  to  mariners. 

.  3©\  After  the  close  of  the  original  registry,  no  estate  or 
property  in  slaves  to  be  created  or  transferred,  unless  they 
shall  have  been  duly  registered. 

37.  After  the  said  final  closing  of  the  original  registry  of 
slaves  in  any  colony,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  hold  in  slavery  * 
nor  to  use  or  treat  as  a  slave,  in  such  colony,  any  negro,  or 
mulatto,  or  other  person,  who  shall  not  have  been  first  duly 
registered  as  a  slave,  but  that  every  negro,  mulatto,  or  other 
parson,  within  the  said  island,  not  so  registered  as  a  slave, 
shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  free ;  except  only  fugitive 
slaves,  froip  any  other  colony  or  place  in  the  West  Indies, 
apprehended  within  such  colony,  who  shall  be  detained  in 
custody  by  authority  of  any  court  or  magistrate,  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  being  delivered  up  to  their  owners :  provided,  that 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  entitle  any  negro,  mulatto,  or 
other  person,  not  duly  registered  as  a  slave  upon  the  original, 
or  any  triennial  return  of  slaves,  to  his  or  her  freedom,  for 
that  cause  alone,  until  it  shall  be  seen  whether,  at  the  first  or 
next  triennial  period  for  making  such  returns,  or  within  such 
further  periods  as  are  hereinafter  in  certain  cases  allowed, 
such  defect  or  registration  may  not  be  proved,  on  the  part  of 
his  or  her  owner,  to  have  arisen  from  accident,  or  some  un- 
avoidable or  excusable  cause,  such  as  is  hereinbefore  and 
hereinafter,  in  certain  cases,  allowed  and  provided  for,  and 
whether  such  defect  may  not  be  thereupon,  at  such  first  or 
next  triennial  period  of  registration,  or  within  such  further 
periods  as  aforesaid,  lawfully  remedied  and  supplied  in  man- 
ner hereinbefore  and  hereinafter  authorized  and  directed ; 
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but  if  in  the  mean  time,  and  prior  to  such  first  or  next 
triennial  period  of  registration,  &c.  any  question  shall  arise 
as  to  the  right  of  any  such  negro,  mulatto,  or  other  person, 
to  enjoy  his  or  her  freedom,  by  force  and  virtue  of  this  act, 
or  the  right  of  the  alleged  owner  to  treat  him  or  her  as  a 
slave,  the  court,  or  magistrate,  before  whom  any  such  ques- 
tion shall  be  brought,  shall  forthwith  give  notice  thereof  to 
the  governor,  for  the  time  being,  who  is  hereby  empowered 
and  directed  to  make  all  such  orders  for  the  employment, 
support,  protection,  government,  and  restraint  of  such  negro, 
mulatto,  or  other  person,  as  shall  be  necessary  or  proper  for 
the  prevention,  on  the  one  hand,  of  his  or  her  being  sent  out 
of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  pourts  of  the  colony,  or  otherwise 
ilUtreated  or  oppressed,  by  the  authority  of  the  asserted 
owner,  and  on  the  other  hand,  for  the  preventing  such  negro, 
mulatto,  or  other  person,  from  withdrawing  himself  or  her- 
self from  the  said  jurisdiction,  until  his  or  her  lawful  con- 
dition as  a  slave  or  free  person,  so  far  as  the  same  may  de- 
pend on  this  act,  shall,  by  the  registration,  or  non-registration 
of  him  or  her  as  a  slave,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  herein- 
before contained,  at  the  first  or  next  triennial  period  of 
registration,  or  within  such  further  period  as  is  hereinafter, 
in  certain  cases,  allowed  for  that  purpose,  be  ascertained  and 
decided. 

38.  When  necessary,  in  any  action  or  suit,  to  prove  the 
owners'  property  in  slaves,  they  shall,  in  the  first  place,  be 
shown  to  be  duly  registered.  Proviso,  that  no  default  of 
tenant  for  life,  or  years,  &c.  in  not  registering  slaves,  shall 
entitle  them  to  freedom,  to  the  prejudice  of  persons  entitled 
in  remainder,  or  reversion,  who  afterwards  shall  conform  to 
this  act.  Provisos  that  default  of  mortgagees  in  possession 
shall  not  prejudice  mortgagors,  &c  $  and  mortgagors  in  pos- 
session shall  not. prejudice  mortgagees,  &c;  and  of  trustees, 
guardians,  &c.  shall  not  prejudice  the  persons  beneficially 
entitled,  &c.  Provided,  and  in  order  to  entitle  any  re- 
mainder-man, reversioner*  mortgagor  or  mortgagee,  or  per- 
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son  beneficially  interested  under  any  trust  or  otherwise,  to 
keep  and  hold  in  slavery  any  negro,  mulatto,  &c.  or  other 
person,  who  by  the  default  of  the  tenant  for  life  or  years,  &c. 
shall  not  have  been  duly  registered  as  a  slave,  it  shall  be 
necessary  for  such  remainder-man,  &c.  to  take  possession  of 
such' unregistered  slave,  or  to  commence  some  action  or  suit 
for  the  recovery  thereof,  within  the  term  of  5  or  if 

such  remainder-man,  &c.  shall  not  be  resident  in  the  colony 
within  the  term  of  after  he,  she,  or  they  shall  have 

received  any  notice  of  such  default  of  registration,  and  within 
two  years,  at  the  most,  from  the  time  of  such  default,  and 
duly  to  prosecute  such  action :  and  also  to  give  notice  in 
writing  to  the  registrar  within         >        after  such  possession 
taken,  or  action  or  suit  commenced,  that  such  default  of 
registration  has  been  discovered,  and  will  be  thereafter  sup- 
plied by  such  remainder-man,  &c.  or  person  beneficially 
entitled,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  this  act :  and  it  shall 
be  further  necessary  for  such  remainder-man,  &c.  or  person 
beneficially  entitled,  at  the  next  annual  period  appointed  for 
the  registration  of  slaves  in  such  colony,  and  within 
at  the  most  from  the  time  of  such  default,  to  make  such  full 
and  particular  return,  &c.  as  is  hereinbefore  directed  to  be 
made  for  the  purpose  of  the  original  registration  of  the  slaves 
in  the  said  colonies,  together  with  an  affidavit  in  writing,  to 
be  sworn  before  the  said  registrar,  stating  the  time,  and  the 
particular  nature  of  the  former  default  of  registration,  and 
the  time  and  manner  of  his  or  her  discovery  thereof,  and  by 
whom  the  same  was  committed  or  incurred,  and  by  what 
estate  and  interest  such  defaulter  was  in  possession  of  such 
slave,  at  the  time  of  such  default  of  registration  5  and  shew- 
ing under  what  settlement  or  conveyance,  or  by  what  other 
means  he  or  she,  the  said  reversioner,  remainder-man,  &c. 
making  such  return,  was  entitled  to  some,  and  what  specified 
estate,  &c.  in,  to,  or  upon,  such  slave,  at  the  time  of  such 
default  of  registration ;  and  averring  positively  that  such 
negro  or  mulatto,  or  other  person  so  returned  as  a  slave,  is 
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really  and  rightfully  such,  the  former  default  of  registration 
only  excepted,  and  specifying  how  such  servile  condition 
lawfully  arose,  namely,  whether  by  the  alleged  9lave  having 
been  lawfully  held  in  slavery  in  the  same  colony,  prior  to  the 
original  registration  of  slaves  hereby  directed,  or  having  been 
since  born  of  some,  and  wiiat  female  slave,  duly  registered 
as  such  within  the  same  colony,  or  having  been  lawfully  im- 
ported into  the  same,  from  some,  and  what  other  British 
colony,  at  some  time,  and  when,  subsequent  to  the  said 
original  registration  of  slaves :  and  it  is  hereby  provided  and 
enacted  that  such  affidavit,  being  duly  filed  in  the  said  re- 
gistry, the  registrar  shall  examine  the  return  to  which  the 
same  relates  5  and  if  it  appears  on  the  face  thereof  to  be  such 
a  return  as  ought,  if  true,  to  be  received  and  registered  ac- 
cording to  the  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  he  shall  pro- 
ceed to  require  such  further  proof  thereof,  as  the  nature  of 
the  case  may  afford,  and  especially  by  the  production  of  any 
negro  or  mulatto,  or  other  person  described  in  the  said  return 
as  a  slave,  to  be  by  him,  the  said  registrar,  personally  in- 
spected, and  privately  examined  ;  and  also,  by  the  production 
of  any  deeds  or  other  instruments  mentioned  in  the  said 
affidavit,  or  duly  authenticated  copies  thereof,  and  by  refe- 
rence to  entries  in  the  said  registry,  as  to  the  alleged  mother 
or, female  ancestors  of  such  asserted  slave,  and  by  reference 
in  respect  of  any  slave,  asserted  to  have  been  imported  from 
other  British  colonies,  to  the  certificates  of  his  or  her  lawful 
importation,  hereinbefore  directed  to  be  brought  into  and 
filed  in,  the  said  office :  and,  for  the  better  investigation  of 
any  facts  stated  in  any  such  return,  the  said  registrar  shall 
have  power  to  examine  the  party  or  parties  making  the  same 
upon  oath,  if  he  shall  think  fit ;  and  if  after  such  examina- 
tion and  proof,  the  said  registrar  shall  think  the  said  return 
to  be  sufficiently  verified  (and  not  otherwise)  he  shall  submit 
the  same,  and  the  evidence  in  support  thereof  to  the  gover- 
nor, &c.  for  the  time  being,  who,  if  the  same  shall  be  satis- 
factory, shall  order  the  sairie  to  be  registered  3  and  the  said 
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registrar  shall  accordingly  proceed  duly  to  register  the  same ; 
but  any  party  or  parties  aggrieved  by  an  erroneous  decision 
of  the  said  registrar  herein,  shall  and  may  have  such  remedy 
by  appeal. 

39.  And  for  the  better  enabling  all  remainder- men,  &c. 
and  all  persons  beneficially  entitled  to  or  interested  in  any 
slaves  in  apy  of  the  said  colonies,  in  possession  of  any  te- 
nants for  life  or  years,  or  other  particular  tenants,  or  of  any 
mortgagees,  &c.  to  discover  any  default  of  the  party  or 
parties  in  possession  of  such  slaves,  in  not  duly  returning 
the  same  to  be  registered  in  the  said  original  registration  of 
slaves,  and  thereupon  to  have  and  use  the  remedies  hereby 
provided}  it  is  hereby  further  ordered,  that  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  to  and  for  every  person,  that  is  or  may  be 
legally  or  beneficially  entitled  to  or  interested  in  any  slave  in 
any  of  the  said  colonies,  in  remainder,  &c.  which  slave  is  in 
the  immediate  possession  of  any  tenant  for  life  or  years,  or 
other  particular  estate,  or  of  any  mortgagor,  &c.  thereof, 
once  within  the  term  of  from  the  time  of  the  said 

original  registration  of  slaves,  and  at  any  part  of  that  term, 
by  himself  or  herself,  or  his  or  her  attorney  or  agent,  to  give 
notice  in  writing  to  the  party  or  parties  in  possession  of  any 
such  slave,  that  he  or  she,  the  said  person  legally  or  bene- 
ficially entitled  or  interested,  or  his  or  her  attorney  therein 
named  and  described,  will  attend  at  the  house,  plantation,  or 
place,  where  such  slave  or  slaves  is  or  are  usually  kept  and 
employed,  at  some  day,  and  some  convenient  hour  in  the  day- 
time, specified  in  such  notice,  and  not  less  than 
after  the  service  thereof,  then  and  there  to  inspect  the  said 
slave  or  slaves,  and  compare  him,  her,  or  them,  in  point  of 
numbers  and  descriptions,  with  any  office  copy  of  the  regis- 
tered returns  j  at  which  time  and  place  the  party  in  posses- 
sion of  such  slave  or  slaves  shall,  by  himself  or  herself,  or 
his  or  her  attorney,  manager,  or  agent,  produce  the  same  ac- 
cordingly, and  submit  such  slave  or  slaves  to  the  inspection 
and  examination  of  the  said  party  so  entitled  or  interested,  or 
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his  or  her  said  attorney;  or  in  default  thereof,  without  some 
necessary  and  unavoidable  impediment  (the  proof  whereof 
shall  lie  upon  such  defaulter,)  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every 
slave  omitted  to  be  so  produced,  the  sum  of 

40.  For  the  better  protection  of  the  rights  of  infants,  &c. 
a  commission  shall  be  issued  by  the  governor. 

41.  Penalty  shall  be  levied  on  trustees,  guardians,  &c. 
not  producing  slaves  for  the  inspection  of  the  commissioners, 
or  who  shall  wilfully  have  omitted  to  return  slaves  for  regis* 
tration,  &c.  x 

42*  Compensations  shall  be  allowed  to  the  commis- 
sioners. 

43.  Slaves  after  being  duly  registered  in  the  colony  as 
such,  shall  not  be  entitled  to  freedom  for  default  of  triennial 
returns,  except  as  against  the  defaulters,  &c. 

44.  When  slaves  become  entitled  to  freedom  by  wilful 
default  of  tenant  for  life,  trustee,  &c.  the  defaulter  shall  be 
liable  in  damages,  &c.  to  the  party  prejudiced. 

45.  If  any  person  or  persons  shall,  by  means  of  any  false 
or  fraudulent  return  or  entry,  by  him,  her,  or  them,  or  by  or 
with  his,  her,  or  their  procurement,  consent,  privity,  or  know* 
ledge,  made  in  the  registry  of  any  of  the  said  colonies,  keep 
or  hold,  or  attempt  to  keep  or  hold  in  slavery,  any  African 
or  other  negro,  or  mulatto,  or  other  coloured  person,  law* 
fully  entitled  to  freedom,  and  shall  be  thereof  lawfully  con- 
victed, he,  she,  or  they,  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  every 
African  or  negro,  mulatto,  or  other  coloured  person,  the  sub* 
ject  of  any  such  offence,  the  sum  of  the  one  moiety 
to  the  governor,  &c.  and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  such 
person  as  shall  sue,  inform,  and  prosecute  for  the  same,  with 
full  costs  of  suit,  to  be  recovered  as  hereinafter-mentioned ; 
and  shall,  moreover,  after  any  such  conviction,  be  for  ever 
after  incapable  of  owning,  holding,  or  possessing  any  slave 
or  slaves,  within  any  of  the  British  colonies. 

46.  Orders  in  Council  for  registering  the -slaves  of  Trini- 
dad, St.  Lucia,  and  the  Isle  of  France,  shall  cease  to  have 


APPENDIX.  95 

any  force  or  effect,  except  as  to  acts  done  prior  to  a  limited 
period* 

47.  Returns  and  registrations  under  those  orders,  prior  to 
a  time  to  be  limited,  shall  be  effectual,  as  if  made  in  pur- 
suance of  this  act. 

48.  A  public  office,  to  be  called  "  The  General  Registry 
of  Colonial  Slaves,"  shall  be  established  in  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, and  a  general  registrar  to  be  appointed  to  manage  and 
conduct  such  office. 

49.  Every  such  general  registrar,  before  he  enters  on  the 
execution  of  his.  said  office,  shall  be  sworn  "  faithfully  and 
uprightly  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  office,  to  the  best  of 
his  judgment  and  ability/'  before  the  chief  justice,  or  one  of 
the  justices  of  his  Majesty's  courts  of  King's  Bench,  or 
Common  Pleas,  of  the  chief  baron,  or  one  of  the  barons  of 
his  Majesty's  Court  of  Exchequer,  or  before  one  of  the  mas- 
ters of  the  High  Court  of  Chancery,  who  are  hereby  re- 
spectively empowered  to  administer  such  oath. 

50.  The  general  registrar  to  give  security  by  recogni- 
zance. 

51.  All  duplicate  books  of  registry,  and  all  abstracts  of 
returns  received  under  the  orders  in  council,  or  to  be  received 
under  this  act  in  England,  shall  be  deposited  and  kept  in  the 
general  registry  of  colonial  slaves  in  London. 

52.  The  general  registrar  shall  carry  on,  continue,  cor- 
rect, and  enlarge  duplicate  books,  according  to  the  triennial 
returns  received  by  him. 

63..  General  registrar,  or  his  deputy,  shall  give  attend- 
ance at  his  office,  make  searches,  give  certificates,  &c. 

54.  From  and  after  a  time  to  be  limited,  it  shall  not  be 
lawful  for  bis  Majesty's  subjects  within  the  united  kingdom 
to  purchase,  or  contract  for,  or  to  lend  money  on  the  security 
of  slaves  in  the  colonies,  unless  duly  registered  in  the  general 
registry  of  colonial  slaves. 

55.  From  and  after  a  time  to  be  limited,  no  deed  or  in- 
strument, whereby  any  slave  in  the  colonies  are  mortgaged, 
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sold,  or  conveyed,  shall  be  valid  in  law,  unless  tbe  registered 
names  and  descriptions  of  the  slaves  shall  be  set  forth  therein, 
or  in  some  schedule  annexed  or  indorsed. 

56,  Provided  always,  that  no  deed  or  instrument  shall  be 
avoided  by  reason  of  a  clerical  error  in  the  names  and  de- 
scriptions of  slaves  therein,  or  in  any  schedule,  or  in  the 
books  of  registry,  from  any  error,  without  the  fraudulent 
contrivance,  or  wilful  default  of  the  parties  to  such  deed  or 
instrument. 

57.  Provided  also,  that  nothing  herein  shall  avoid  or  im- 
peach any  will,  &c  under  the  authority  of  any  commissioners 
of  bankrupt,  or  any  public  officer  appointed  to  assign  or  con- 
vey any  insolvent's  estate  and  effects,  or  in  the  execution  of 
any  legal  process,  by  reason  that  the  registered  names  and 
descriptions  of  any  slaves  are  not  set  forth. 

56.  That  this  act  shall  be  deemed  a  public  act. 


No.  LX. 


ABSTRACT  OF  COLONIAL  LAWS,  RESPECTING  SLAVES, 
ENACTED  SINCE  THE  YEAR  1788. 

ANTIGUA. 

"  An  Act  to  repeal  the  fortieth  and  forty-first  clauses  of  an  Act 
of  this  island,  entitled  '  An  Act  for  attainting  several  slaves 
now  run  away  from  their  master's  service,  and  for  the  better 
government  of  slaves,  dated  the  ninth  day  of  December  Jin 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1723/  and  to  make  persons  chjfed 
with  and  found  guilty  of  the  murder  of  slaves,  liable  and 
subject  to  the  same  pains  and  penalties  as  are  inflicted  for 
the  murder  of  free  person*"— [18th  December,  1797.] 

The  fortieth  and  forty-first  clauses  of  the  act  of  1723, 
only  imposed  a  fine,  of  from  twenty  to  one  hundred  pounds 
currency,  for  the  offence  of  gelding  or  dismembering  a  slave  -, 
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.and  -of  three  hundred  pounds  for  the  marder  of  a  slave. 
Those  clauses  are  repealed  by  this  act. 

White  or  free  person  charged  with  murdering  or  maim- 
ing a  slave,  to  be  proceeded  against  as  he  would  be  for 
murdering  or  maiming  free  person ;  on  conviction  to  suffer 
death  or  such  punishment  as  the  law  of  England  inflicts  for 
murdering  or  maiming  a  free  person. 

An  Act  for  settling  and  regulating  the  Trial  of  criminal  Slaves 

by  Jury.—I28th  February,  1798.] 

On  complaint  charging  a  slave  vetth  crime  or  felony, 
justice  to  issue,  warrant,  for  apprehending  the  slave,  and 
summon  evidence  for  examination  ^  and  commit  the  slave 
if  apparently  guilty. 

.  Magistrate  first  applied  to,  wneu  a  clergyman,  to  give 
notice  in  twenty-four  hours  from  commitment,  of  result  of 
examination  to  next  justice. 

Latter  to  certify,  in  ten  days,  cause  of  commitment  to 
another  justice  5  these  two  (one  must  be  of  the  quorum)  in 
ten  days  after,  to  try  the  offender.   -' 

Said  two  associated  justices  to  issue  warrant  to  marshal 
for  summons  of  twelve  white  inhabitants,  who  are  to  receive 
twelve  hours  notice. 

Said  two  associated  justices,  and  six  of  inhabitants  sum- 
moned, to  be  court  and  jury  for  trying  the  slave. 

Jury  to  be  ballotted  for  as  juries  under  No.  485,  §  61, 
and  to  take  an  oath  to  give  a  true  verdict. 

White  or  free  witnesses  to  take  the  oath  to  speak  the 

»  jury,  from  positive  or  strong  presumptive  proof,  find 
slave  guilty,  justices  on  trial,. or  in  five  days  after  to  pass 
sentence. 

If  sentence  of  death,  justices  to  issue,  in  twenty-four 
hours,  warrant  to  marshal  .to  cause  execution  as  appointed, 
not  sooner  than  four  days. 

If  sentence  on  slave  fqund  guilty  cannot  by  law  be  death, 

YOL.  iv.  g 
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justiees  to  inflict  corporeal  punishment  of  their  own  au- 
thority. 

Justices  passing  sentence  of  death,  to  apprize  resident 
chief  commander  of  such  proceeding,  in  thirty-six  hours 
after,  under  penalty  of  20Z. 

Jury  to  assess  damages  sustained  from  offence  of  slaves ; 
if  owner  refuse  to  pay,  slave  to  be  adjudged  to  party  injured  $ 
and  such  recompense  to  be  a  bar  to  action. 

Magistrate  refusing  to  sit  juror,  to  attend  to  hear  and  de- 
termine cases  of  slaves  according  to  act,  to  forfeit  each  £01. 
recoverable  by  action ;  half  to  informer,  half  to  public  use. 

Marshal  to  attend  trial  under  penalty  of  9§J ;  to  be  al- 
lowed 3*.  each  for  summoning  jurors,  and  33*.  for  his  at* 
tendance. 

Secretary,  on  notice  from  either  justice,  to  attend,  ad- 
minister oaths,  and  minute  proceedings  in  book,  under 
penalty  of  £02 ;  and  to  be  allowed  33s.  for  attendance. 

Slaves  in  custody  to  be  tried  under  this  act. 

* 

An  Act  for  establishing  a  Registry  of  Slaves  in  {Ae  Island  of 

Antigua.— [March  18,  1817.] 

An  office  of  public  registry  to  be  established  and  kept  in 
the  town  of  St.  John,  for  the  registration  of  all  descriptions 
of  slaves,  and  a  registrar  to  be  appointed  who  shall  reside  in 
the  island.  ■"  * 

Every  proprietor,  or  his  representative,  to  give  in  a  list, 
in  five  columns,  entitled  "  An  original  Return  of  Slaves," 
containing  the  name  of  the  person  making  the  return,  the 
right  by  which  the  slave  is  held,  the  name  by  which  thejiave 
is  usually  known,  the  sex,  the  colour,  and  the  reputed  age  of 
each  slave.    The  whole  according  to  an  annexed  form. 

Such  original  return  to  be  verified  by  affidavit,  or  by  af- 
firmation, if  the  person  be  a  quaker. 

The  returns  to  be  transcribed  into  a  book,  and  caseMly 
kept,  by  the  registrar. 

No  erasure  to  be  made  in  the  hook  of  registry  5  but  if  anv 
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clerical  emur  should  be  committed,  the  erroneous  line  to  be 
•truck  through  with  red  ink,  the  correction  to  be  interlined 
and  noted  in  the  margin,  (in  the  same  hand  as  the  error  if 
possible)  and  the  correction  to  be  signed  with  the  name  of 
the  registrar  at  length*  But  no  correction,  alteration,  or  in- 
terlineation, to  be  permitted  after  the  original  return  shall 
have  been  completed  and  certified  upon  oath. 

All  persons  to  have,  on  paying  fees,  access  to  the  registers, 
between  the  hours  of  nine  and  three,  and  to  receive  office 
copies  of  eaoh  return . 

When  all  the  returns  delivered  to  the  registrar  shall  have 
been  enrolled,  the  registrar  shall  give  notice  to  the  governor 
•r  commander-in*chief,  who  shall  publicly  notify  to  the  in- 
habitants that  the  registry  of  slaves  is  ready  to  be  verified, 
and  that  it  will  continue  open,  at  the  proper  office,  for  thirty 
days,  for  the  inspection  of  all  persons  who  may  be  interested 
therein. 

* 

Persons,  within  the  time  prescribed  in  the  said  notifica- 
tion, on  proving  that  the  non-delivery  of,  or  error  or  omis- 
sion in  their  return,  has  arisen  from  accident  or  any  other 
sufficient  cause,  are  allowed  to  send  in  their  return,  and  the 
registrar  must  enrol  it,  as  if  it  had  been  delivered  within  the 
proper  time. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  last  term  of  thirty  days,  the 
registrar  shall  finally  proceed  to  close  and  authenticate  the 
registry,  which  shall  thenceforth  be  entitled  "  The  original 
Registry  of  Slaves  in  the  Island  of  Antigua."  This  is  to  be 
done  by  subscribing  his  name  and  seal  of  office  under  the  last 

fy  in  the  book  or  set  of  books,  with  a  subjoined  affidavit 
ie  correctness  of  the  registry,  sworn  before  the  governor, 
who  shall  subjoin  to  it  his  certificate  that  it  was  duly 
•worn. 

At  the  eiri  of  tturee  years,  and  of  every  succeeding  three 
years,  freib.  returns,  entitled  "  A  triennial  Return  of  Slaves," 
abaU  be  made  by  proprietors  or  their  agents,  which  shall  be 
divided  into  eight  columns,  containing  the  name  of  the  per- 
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son  making  the  return,  for  whom  made,  the  right  of  pos- 
session, the  name,  sex,  colour,  and  age  of  each  slave,  the 
number  of  slaves  in  the  preceding  retain,  a  detail  of  ad- 
ditions, and  in  what  manner  made,  and  the  names  of  the 
slaves  acquired  since  the  preceding  return  j  and  also  a  par* 
ticular  detail  of  the  deductions,  if  any,  from  the  number  of 
slaves,  and  how  occasioned. 

The  triennial  return  to  be  verified  by  affidavit,  or  by  af- 
firmation, in  the  case  of  a  quaker. 

The  triennial  returns  to  be  registered  and  verified  in  the 
same  manner  as  enacted  for  the  original  return. 

At  the  final  close  of  each  registry,  copies  to  be  transmit- 
ted to  the  secretary  of  state  for  the  colonial  department 

Neglect  or  omission  of  delivering  the  schedule  or  return 
of  slaves  shall  incur  a  penalty  of  two  hundred  pounds 'cur- 
rency for  each  slave,  so  omitted  to  be  returned  $  one  half  of 
the  penalty  to  the  king,  and  the  other  half  to  the  person 
suing  for  it ;  and  the  offender  shall  likewise  be  liable  to  civil 
suits  of  all  persons  sustaining  injury  by  the  neglect,  which 
persons  shall  recover  full  damages  and  treble  costs :  provided 
that  no  one  shall  be  liable  to  penalty  for  any  slave  who  may 
have  absconded,  or  been  out  of  their  controul,  if  the  name 
of  such  slave  have  been  duly  certified  in  the  affidavit  to  be 
delivered  with  the  return. 

The  governor  or  commander-in-chief  shall  be  authorized 
to  remit  the  penalty,  when  it  shall  appear  that  an  omission 
has  been  made  merely  from  negligence,  or  when  the  omis- 
sion has  occurred  through  the  mistake  of  the  registrar  or  his 
assistants. 

Every  slave  not  duly  registered  shall  be  forfeited  to  his 
Majesty,  unless  the  person  claiming  title  to  him,  shall  prove 
that  such  slave  has  not  been  imported  into  the  island,  con- 
trary to  the  laws  in  force  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave-trade ; 
and  the  attorney  or  solicitor-general  shall  at  the  instance  of 
any  prosecutor,  file  an  information  against  any  person  who 
omits  to  register  a  slave,  and  the  prosecutor  shall  be  entitled 
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to  full  costs,  even  though  the  slave  may  not  be  confis- 
cated. 

Any  registrar  refusing  to  receive  a  return  shall  he  liable 
to  the  civil  suit  of  the  person  injured ;  and  for  making  or 
suffering  fraudulent  entries,  erasures,  or  alterations,  shall 
be  liable  to  such  penalties  as  the  British  law  inflicts  upon 
persons  convicted  of  forging  or  fraudulently  altering  public 
records,  and  shall  moreover  be  liable  to  action  from  any  per- 
son injured,  and  shall  make  full  reparation,  with  treble  costs. 
The  same  of  his  assistant  or  clerks. 

The  period  for  making  the  triennial  return  shall  be  duly 
notified  thirty  days  beforehand. 

All  penalties  of  which  the  mode  of  recovery  is  not  speci- 
fied, may  be  recovered,  by  action  of  debt,  bill,  plaint  or  in- 
formation in  the  common  pleas  of  the  island.:  half  the 
penalties  to  the  king  towards  supporting  the  government  of 
the  island^  half  to  the  informer. 

Certificates  of  registry  to  be  received  as  evidence  in  all 
courts ;  reserving  to  the  person  against  whom  it  is  produced 
the  right  of  impeaching  or  correcting  it,  by  reference  to  the 
original  books. 

The  registrar  to  receive  a  salary  of  4002.  currency  $  and 
a  fee  of  threepence  for  every  slave  named  in  any  certified 
copy  of  returns,  of  two  and  threepence  for  every  search,  and 
nine  shillings  for  every  ordinary  certificate.  . 

The  penalty  attached  to  wilful  perjury,  or  subornation  of 
perjury,  to  attach  upon  any  person  taking  a  false  oath,  or 
procuring  others  to  take  one,  under  this  act 
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BAHAMAS. 

An  Act  to  prohibit  the  selling,  purchasing,  hiring  or  etnploying 

of  certain  foreign  Slaves,  except  as  is  therein  excepted; 

for  authorizing  the  provost  marshal  to  sell,  confine,  and 

transport  the  same;  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men* 

tioned. — [23d  December,  1795.] 

French  negroes  not  to  be  sold  or  employed,  except  such 
as  toty  have  already  been  brought  into  the  Island  of  New 
Providence,  Harbour  Island,  and  Etaithera,  their  depen* 
deneie*  and'Watltng's  Island. 

French  negroes  not  to  be  employed  in  droging  or  coast* 
!  ng  vessels. 

French  hegroes  found  at  large,  w  be  apprehended,  sent 
to  gaol,  and  sold  for  transportation. 

The  prifce-tnaster  of  any  vessel  having  ftrenoh  slaves,  to 
report  the  same  to  the  receiver-general  $  which  slaves  shall 
be  sent  to  gaol,  until  sold  for  transportation. 

Penalty  of  100Z.  for  neglecting  or  refusing  to  report 
French  slaves. 

Foreign  slaves*  condemned  as  lawful  priae>  to  be  sold  for 
transportation,  and  may  be  secured  by  the  provost  marshal 
for  that  purpose. 

In  case  of  non-condetthation,  the  elaknante  of  the  slaves 
to  transport  them,  in  one  month,  and  if  they  neglect  it  for 
three  months,  it  shall  be  done  by  the  provost  marshal,  and 
they  shall  be  fined  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  for  every 
slave. 

Persons  possessed  of  French  slaves-  since  1795  to  report 
the  same  to  the  receiver-general. 

French  persons  of  colour  brought  into  the  islands  since 
1793,  and  found  at  large,  to  be  arrested  and  committed 
to  gaol,  until  they  transport  themselves. 

Fines  to  be  sued  for  in  the  name  of  the  king. 
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Person!  sued  to  plead  the  general  feltse,  ajul  If  judgment 
given  against  plaintiff,  the  defendant  to  recover  treble  costs . 

This  act,  originally  passed  for  three  years,  was  continued 
by  subsequent  acts,  of  31st  December,  1803,  and  Slit  De- 
cember, 1808. 

An  Act  to  consolidate  and  bring  into  one  act,  the  several  laws 
■  relating  to  slaves,  and  for  giving  them  further  protection 
and  security  ;for  altering  the  mode  of  trial  of  slaves  charged 
with  capital  offences ;  for  suspending  the  several  acts  and 
clauses  of  acts  therein  mentioned,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses.—{1796.] 

Each  slave  above  the  age  of  ten  years,  to  be  allowed  at 
the  rate  of  one  peek  of  vngroand  Indian  or  Guinea  corn,  or 
twenty~one  pinto  of  wheat  flour,  or  seven  quarts  of  rice,  fifty- 
six  pounds  of  potatoes,  cocoas  or  yams,  per  week,  over  and 
above  a  sufficient  quantity  of  land;  and  half  of  this  allowance 
to  every  child  below  she  age  often  years. 

Owners  not  allowed  to  discard  any  slave  rendered  in- 
capable by  labour>  sickness,  age,  or  infirmity,,  but  to  make 
due  provision  for  them  on  their  estates,  under  penalty  often 
pounds,  Slaves  so  discarded  to  be  lodged  ia  the  nearest 
workhouse,  and  clothed  and  fed  at  the  expense  of  the  mas* 
ter.  On  refusal  to  pay  the  penalty  and  the  workhouse  fees, 
the  master  may.  be  committed  to  the  common  gaol  by  the 
justices  till  they  are  paid. 

Vestries  authorised  to  levy  a  yearly  rate,  for  the  support, 
clothing,  &c.  &&  of  such  negroes  as  by  manumission,  death 
of  proprietors,  and  otherwise,  may  have  become  burthensome 
to  the  inhabitants.  Two  justices  may  remove  such  objects 
of  relief  to  the  workhouse.  ' 

Two  suits  of  proper  and  sufficient  clothing  to  be  given  to 
each  slave,  in  the  course  of  a. year*  under  the  penalty  of  fifty 
pounds. 

Slaves  t*  be  instructed  in  the  principles  of  the  Christian 
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religion,  and  baptized  aa  sooo  a*  tbejr  are  made,  seaetble  of  a 
DeHy>  and  of  the  Christian  faith. 

No  matter,  or  other  person,  to  mutilate  a  store,  uader 
the  penalty  of  a  fine  not  exceeding  a  hundred  pounds,  and 
imprisonment  not  exceeding  twelve  months.  Owner  allowed 
his  action  also.  If  committed  by  the  owner,  the  court  may 
emancipate  the  slave,  and  order  the  hundred  pounds  to  be 
paid  to  the  vestry  of  the  parish,  which  vestry  shall  allow  the 
slave  ten  pounds  per  annum,  during  life.  On  hearing  of  a 
case  of  mutilation,  justices  are  required  to  send  the  slave  to 
the  workhouse,  there  to  be  kept  at  the  expense  of  the  parish 
till  the  facts  are  inquired  into  by  the  justices  and  vestry,  who 
are  constituted  a  council  of  protection  for  such  slave.  They 
are  authorized, to  indict  the  owner* 

Not  thenceforth,  lawful*  for  any  court  to  pass  sentence 
whereby  a  slave  shall  be  mutilated,  for  any  offence  what-* 
ever. 

Persons  killing  a  slave  to  be  adjudged  guilty  of  felony 
and  murder,  and  to  suffer  death,  without  benefit  of  ideegy. 

Persons  guilty  of  cruelty  to  slaves  to  be  indicted  in  the 
general  court,  and  to  suffer  punishment  by  fine  or  imprison- 
ment, or  both. 

No  slave  to  receive  more  than  twenty  lashes  at  any  one 
time,  for  any  one  offence,  unless  the  owner,  supervisor  of 
the  workhouse,  or  keeper  of.  the  gaol,  shall  be  present  $ 
not  more  than  thirty-nine  lashes .  at  one  time,  for  one  of* 
fence;  nor  any  second  punishment. on  the  same  day,  or  till 
the  delinquent  be  recovered  from  the  effect  of  any  former 
punishment,  under  penalty  of  ten  pounds  Apr  each  offence.  - 
Provost  marshal,  or  his  deputy,  or  gaoler,  may  receive 
slaves  into  custody,  and  keep  them  till  released  by  the  owner; 
taking  three  shillings  for  his  trouble,  and  a  shilling  a  day  far 
the  maintenance  of  the  slave,  provided  the  provost  marshal 
sjjall  fcaye  maintained  tfae  slave. 

Fixing  iron  collars  on  slaves,  or  loading  them  with  more 
chains,  when  in  confinement,  than  absolutely  neceasary,  to 
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incur  a  penalty  of  fifty  pounds $  and  justices  of  the  peace,  on 
information  given  to  them,  must  order  such  collars  or  chains 
to  be  taken  off,  under  penalty  of  one  hundred  pounds  for 
every  neglect  or  refusal. 

Christmas  day,  and  the  two  following  working  days,  to 

be  allowed  as  holidays. 

No  overseer  to  absent  himself  ion  those  holidays  without 
leave  of  his  employer,  under  penalty  of  five  pounds  for  each 
day. 

List  of  births  and  deaths  of  slaves  to  be  given  in,  every 
first  of  January,  to  the  churchwardens  of  the  parish,  by  the 
owner,  manager  or  overseer,  under  penalty  of  fifty  pounds, 
to  be  recovered  from  the  owner ;  and  if  the  neglect  in  giving 
such  list  be  with  the  overseer  or  manager,  the  owner  may 
stop  the  penalty  and  costs  out  of  the  wages  of  the  manager 
or  overseer. 

Excepting  when  going  to  market,  no  slave  to  go  from 
the  plantation  they  are  employed  on,  without  a  ticket  or  pass, 
expressing  the  time  of  his  or  her  setting  out,  where  going, 
and  when  to  return,  under  a  penalty  not  exceeding  forty 
shillings  on  the  owner. 

Slaves,  under  penalty  of  being  whipped,  are  hot  to  carry 
arms,  unless  in  company  with  some  white  person,  or  by  per- 
mission in  writing. 

Free  people  of  colour,  or  white  persona  giving  fraudulent 
passes  to  runaways,  to  be  deemed  guilty  of  forgery. 

Tickets  to  slaves  not  to  extend  beyond  one  month. 

Runaway  slaves  to  be  advertised  within  fourteen  days  of 
the  time  of  their  absconding  5  or  the  owner  to  be  entitled  to 
no  satisfaction  from  the  treasury,  for  any  such  slave  executed' 
or  transported. 

Unlawful  to  sell  or  buy  a  runaway  slave.  Penalty  thirty 
pounds. 

Slaves  who  after  a  residence  of  two  years  run  away,  to 
be  punished,  short  of  life  or  limb,  at  the  discretion  of  any 
two  justices. 
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Runaways  for  six  months  liable  to  be  transported.  Slaves 
concealing  them  shall  suffer  a  discretionary  punishment, 
short  of  life  and  limb,  and  whites  doing  so,  shall  be  fined 
and  imprisoned,  and  be  subject  to  an  action  for  damages. 

Any  slave  apprehending  a  runaway  shall  receive  a  reward, 
not  exceeding  three  pounds. 

Every  slave  absent  from  his  employer,  without  leave,  for 
ten  days  together,  and  found,  without  a  permit  or  pass,  (ex* 
cept  going  to  or  returning  from  market)  at  the  distance  of 
eight  miles  from  the  plantation  to  which  he  belongs,  shall  be 
deemed  a  runaway. 

Free  persons  apprehending  runaways,  to  receive  a  reward 
not  exceeding  twenty  shillings,  and  mile-money  at  the  rate 
of  two  shillings  per  mile  for  the  first  five  miles,  and  one 
shilling  per  mile  afterwards,  even  when  the  runaway  shall 
not  have  been  eight  miles,  and  ten  days,  from  home. 

A  slave  killing  another  who  is  in  actual  rebellion  shall 
receive  five  pounds,  or  ten  pounds  for  taking  the  rebel 
alive,  and  a  blue  cloth  coat  with  a  red  cross  on  the  right 
shoulder. 

Persons  killing  slaves  in  the  execution  of  this  act  to  give 
Immediate  information  thereof  under  penalty  of  one  hundred 
pounds. 

Runaways  apprehended,  to  be  delivered  to  their  owners 
and  employers,  who  shall  pay  the  reward,  but  if  they  are  not 
resident,  or  refuse  to  pay  the  reward,  then  the  runaway  to  be 
delivered  to  the  nearest  gaoler  or  workhouse-keeper,  who 
shaU  pay  the  reward. 

Runaways  taken  up  are  to  be  advertised  once  a  month  in 
the  Bahama  Gazette. 

Slaves  confined  to  be  famished  with  victuals  by  the 
keeper  of  the  workhouse. 

Slaves  who  shall  have  been  in  custody  twelve  months, 
without  having  been  claimed,  to  be  sold  by  public  auction. 

Slaves  committed  to  gaol,  or  any  workhouse,  not  to  be 
hired  out  or  otherwise  employed. 
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Slaves  escaping  from  confinement,  on  being  apprehended 
are  to  receive  not  exceeding  fifty  lashes. 

Twenty  pounds  to  be  forfeited  by  gaolers  or  other  persons 
willingly  or  negligeqtly  suffering  a  slave  to  escape  from 
confinement  5  and  be  subject  also  to  the  owner's  action  at 
law. 

Slaves  killed  in  the  public  service  to  be  paid  for. 

Fifty  pounds  penalty  upon  any  owner*  overseer,  &c. 
suffering  any  strange  slaves,  more  than  twelve  in  number, 
to  assemble  together  on  his  plantation,  or  any  place  under 
his  management. 

All  officers  authorised  to  disperse  unlawful  assemblies  of 
skwcs. 

Slaves  to  be  punished  by  whipping  for  having  firo*arms 
or  ammunition  in  their  possession. 

-  Slaves  offering  violence,  by  striking  or  otherwise,  to  any 
white  person,  to  suffer  death,  transportation,  or  such  punish* 
meat  as  the  court  may  inflict,  provided  the  offence  was  not 
committed  by  order  of  the  owner,  or  of  persons  having  an*  \ 
thority  over  them,  or  in  lawful  defence  of  the  owner  or  his 
goods. 

Slaves  giving  poison,  or  preparing  with  intent  to  give, 
with  all  their  accessaries  before  and  after  the  fact,  to  suffer 
death,  transportation,  or  such  other  punishment  as  the  court 
may  order. 

Slaves  found  having  fraudulently  in  their  possession  from 
five  to  twenty-eight  pounds  of  fresh  beef;  mutton,  or  veal,  or 
of  the  flesh  of  any  horse,  mare,  mule,  or  ass,  to  be  whipped, 
not  exceeding  thirty-nine  lashes  >  and  having  more  than 
twenty-tight  pounds,  to  suffer  such  punishment,  abort  of  life 
or  limb,  as  the  justices  shall  direct. 

Death,  or  puriishment  at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  for 
stealing  or  killing  cattle,  sheep,  goats,  homes,  Ac.  &c. 

Slaves  conspiring  to  run  away  from  the  islands,  or  aiding 
in  such  conspiracy,  to  suffer  transportation!  or  a  discnetioaary 
punishment,,  short  of  life  and  liipb. 
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Free  people  of  colour  aiding  slaves  to  quit  the  islands,  to 
be  transported,  and  safer  death  if  they  return. 

White  persons  guilty  of  the  same  offence  shall  forfeit  a 
hundred  pounds,  and  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  twelve 
months,  subject  also  to  the  suit  of  the  person  injured. 

Lawful  to  proceed  against  those  who  may  have  aided 
slaves  in  getting  off,  whether  the  principal  be  convicted  or 
not  under  this  act. 

Slaves  not  to  carry  about  dry-goods  for  sale.  Such  goods 
may  be  seized  by  any  white  person,  delivered  to  the  provost, 
( and  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  treasures. 

No  slave  to  vend  spirituous  liquors*  If  done  without  tbe 
knowledge  of  his  owner,  the  slave  to  be  publicly  whipped  $ 
if  done  with  the  knowledge,  the  owner  to  forfeit  fifty 
pounds. 

Slaves  guilty  of  any  kind  of  gaming  to  be  publicly  whip- 
ped $  and  tavern-keepers  suffering  slaves  to  game,  to  get 
drunk,  or  to  tipple  in  their  houses,  or  to  stay  therein  after 
eight  at  night,  or  selling  spirituous  liquors  to  slaves  when 
forbidden  by  the  owners,  to  forfeit  fifty  pounds. 

On  any  capital  offence  being  committed,  justice  to  issue 
his  warrant  for  apprehending  the  offender,  and  order  evidence 
to  come  before  him,  and  on  commitment  of  the  offender, 
the  witnesses  to  be  bound  over  to  attend  the  trial,  in  not  less 
than  ten  nor  more  than  thirty  days.  The  justice  then  to 
certify  the  committal  to  another  justice,  and  the  two  justices 
then  to  summon  seven  jurors,  five  of  whom  shall  try  the 
prisoner,  on  whom,  if  found  guilty,  sentence  to  be  passed  by 
the  justices.  Justices  also  empowered  to  hold  slave-courts, 
upon  the  first  Tuesday  in  January,  April,  July,  and  October, 
.  to  be  holden  for  five  days  successively,  for  the  trial  of  all 


Justices  may  respite  execution  for  any  term  not  exceed- 
ing thirty  days. 

Not  less  than  two  justices  and  five  jurors  shall  form  a 
court,  and  upon  such  trial  no  peremptory  challenge  of  any 
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juror,  or  any  exception  to  the  form  of  the  indictment  shall 
be  allowed. 

Execution  to  be  performed  by  hanging,  and  with  due 
solemnity,  and  where  several  slaves  are  capitally  convicted 
for  the  same  offence,  only  one,  except  in  case  of  murder  or 
rebellion,  shall  suffer  death. 

Slaves  wilfully  giving  false  evidence  are  to  suffer  the 
same  punishment  as  the  person  accused  would,  if  guilty,  be 
liable  to  suffer. 

Gaol  fees  for  slaves  who  die  in  custody  to  be  paid  by  the 
public. 

Records  of  proceedings  to  be  kept  by  the  clerk  of  the 
peace,  who  is  to  receive  three  pounds  for  attending  the  trial, 
and  entering  up  the  record :  twenty  pounds  penalty  for  non- 
attendance. 

Constables  to  attend  slave-courts,  under  a  penalty  of 
twenty  pounds  for  neglect,  and  to  receive  forty  shillings  for 
attendance. 

Jurors  who  neglect  to  attend,  or  depart  without  leave, 
to  forfeit  six  pounds. 

Not  more  than  sixty  pounds  to  be  allowed  by  the  public 
for  any  slave  executed  or  transported. 

Money  arising  from  the  sale  of  slaves  sold  for  transpor- 
tation, to  be  paid  into  the  public  treasury. 

Slaves  returning  from  transportation  shall  suffer  death. 

Persons  concealing  slaves  against  whom  warrants  shall 
be  granted  to  forfeit  1002. 

Manumitted  negroes,  mulattos,  &c.  to  be  tried  in  the 
same  manner  as  slaves  for  all  misdemeanors  under  felony, 
and  the  evidence  of  slaves  shall  be  admitted. 

Crimes  under  felony  committed  by  slaves,  may  be  tried 
in  a  summary  manner  by  any  two  justices  of  the  peace,  who 
may  inflict  any  punishment  not  exceeding  fifty  lashes. 

When  a  workhouse  is  established,  runaways  taken  up  to 
be  committed  to  it  only. 
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Powers  vested  in  justices  and  vestries  to  be  executed  by 
justices  or  vestries  in  islands  where  there  are  not  both. 

Fines  not  exceeding  $01.  to  be  recovered  in  a  summary 
manner,  by  distress ;  and  if  exceeding  90i.  in  the  court  of 
the  islands— half  to  the  parish,  half  to  the  informer. 

This  act,  originally  passed  for  two  years,  was  continued 
by  subsequent  acts  of  180$  and  1809. 

An  Act  for  the  more  effectually  preventing  the  desertion  of  slaves, 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned. — [1800.] 

Names,  ages,  places  of  abode,  and  births  of  free  negroes, 
&c.  &c.  to  be  registered  in  the  police  office,  and  a  certificate 
to  be  given  to  the  person  so  enrolled. 

Book  to  be  kept  at  the  police  office,  to  register  names, 
&c  and  certificates  to  be  granted.  Such  book  to  be  good 
evidence  against  any  negro,  &c.  ftc.  not  enrolled  therein,  in 
all  questions  where  his  or  her  freedom  shall  come  in  con- 
test 

When  there  are  more  than  five  runaways  in  number,  in 
New  Providence,  acting  magistrate  to  send  out  a  number  of 
male  free  people  of  colour  in  search  of  them,  end  to  relieve 
the  persons  sent,  every  seven  days. 

A  list  of  free  people  of  colour  no  employed,  to  be  kept, 
and  white  persons  to  be  appointed  to  command  them. 

Governor  authorized  to  offer  a  reward  for  apprehending 
runaways. 

Free  persons  of  colour,  opposed  in  the  execution  of  this 
act,  may  wound  and  kill  runaways,  and  in  case  of  being 
sued,  may  plead  this  act. 

Free  persons  of  colour  to  wear  silver  medals  of  the  size 
of  a  dollar,  on  which  shall  be  engraved  their  initiaifl,  with 
the  number  of  their  certificate,  and  the  word  "  Free/'  If 
found  without  the  medal,  may  be  committed  to  gaol  till  they 
provide  themselves  with  it. 
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Free  persons  of  colour  net  tunning  out  when  summoned* 
shall  be  imprisoned,  not  exceeding  twenty  days,  and  pay  the 
legal  fees. 

List  of  runaways  to  be  kept  at  the  police  office,  and 
owners  not  returning  the  names  of  runaways  shall  be  fined 
twenty  pounds. 

Persons  sued  for  any  thing  done  under  this  act  may  plead 
the  general  issue,  and  recover  double  costs. 

Act  passed  for  two  years,  and  continued  1802,  for  ten 
years* 

An  Act  for  fixing  the  mode  of  trying  questions  reUtfme  to  the 
Freedom  of  Negroes  and  other  person*  of  colour,  and  for 
suspending  certain,  acts  therein  mentioned,— ~[l4th  January, 
1805.] 

Acts  contrary  to  this  suspended  during  its  oontinuance. 

Chtfitas  to  freedom  to  be  tried  only  in  the  general  court. 

On  any  application,  in  behalf  of  a  negro  claiming  freedom, 
to  the  general  court,  or  in  time  of  the  vacation  to  any  of  the 
judge*  of  it,  or  in  out  islands,  to  any  two  magistrates,  or 
in  certain  cases,  to  any  one  magistrate,  it  shall  be  lawM  for 
the  paid  court,  Ac.  Ac.  with  the  assistance  and  concurrence 
of  three  or  more  freeholders,  to  direct  the  person*  t»  state  the 
grounds  of  the  claim,  and  if  they  shall  appear  to  be  sufficient 
grounds,  then  to  appoint  a  person  to  be  the  guardian  of  the 
said  negro  for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting  a  suit  to  try  the 
claim,  and  the  plaintiff  shall  be  admitted  to  sue  in  forma 
pauperis. 

If  the  claim  be  made  in  an  out  island  and  properly  sup* 
ported,  the  magistrates  and  three  freeholders  may  oblige  the 
person  holding  the  claimant  to  resign  all  right  to  him,  or  to 
give  sufficient  security  to  send  the  claimant  to  Nassau,  within 
six  weeks,  for  the  trial  of  the  cause.  Magistrates,  &c. 
neglecting  or  refusing  to  take  cognizance  of  such  claim  are 
to  forfeit  a  hundred  pounds 5  half  to  his  Majesty,  half  to  the 
informer. 
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While  the  suit  is  peadieg,  the  claimant  to  be  in  safe 
custody  in  the  gaol,  or  workhouse  j  but  an  order  may  be 
made  for  delivering  the  claimant  into  the  custody  of  his  or 
her  guardian,  and  sufficient  recognizance  being  taken  for  the 
appearance  of  such  negro  claimant,  and  the  payment  of  such 
wages  as  the  court  may  award,  should  judgment  be  given  for 
the  defendant. 

In  such  action  only  the  plantifTs  title  to  freedom  shall  be 
tried ;  reserving  to  him  the  right,  in  case  of  his  claim  being 
allowed,  of  bringing  an  action  against  the  defendant  for 
wages. 

Former  decisions  not  to  be  overhauled. 

Act  passed  for  three  years,  and  continued,  29th  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1808,  for  seven  years* 


An  Act  to  prevent  persons  on  Turks  Island*  from  rei 
.  Spirituous  Liquors  without  being  licenced,  from  trafficking 
with  slates,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,  and 
to  suspend  so  much  of  an  Act  made  in  the  forty-fifth  fear  of 
his  Majesty's  reign,  intituled  "  An  Act  to.  prevent  persons 
.  on  the  Out  Islands  retailing  Spirituous  Liquor*  without  being 
licensed,  from  trafficking  with  staves',  and  for. other  purposes 
therein  mentioned"  as  extends  to  Turks  Islands  aforesaid. 
[31*<  December,  1808.] 

No  persons  on  Turks  Islands  to  retail  spirituous  liquors 
without  license,  obtained  under  the  governor's  hand  and 
seal,  on  the  certificate  of  five  resident  justices  that  the  appli- 
cant is  fit  to  be  trusted;  for  which  license,  to  be  renewed 
yearly,  ten  pounds  shall  be  paid. , 

No  spirituous  liquors,  to  be  retailed  before  si*  o'clock  in 
the  morning,,  nor  after  eight  in,  the  evening.     L 

Persons  having  licenses  to  retail  spirituous  liquors  shall 
have  their  names  marked  over  their  doors. 

Keepers  of  dram-shops,  &c.  to  be  punishftfl,  by  fine  pr 
imprisonment,  for  purchasing  salt  from  slaves. 
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Brnou  tatting*  liquors  in  let*  te  Ifceee  galloaaare  to 

^400004)  retafters. 

Three  or  metei  justice*  of  the  peace  to  try  o&ocea  under 
tUs  ad.— Act  petted  for  two  yeas* 

<tfn  «4c<  /or  r^gula^ing  tAs  hire  of  slaves,  carts,  waggons,  and 

confer,  1808.] 

.  Acting  magistrate  abatt  register  the  nam**  of  slaves ,  and 
ftmfch  badges*  upon,  payment  <*f  one  dollar  each, 

Badges  shall  not  be  worn  by  anyoJft*r>tla,veft  tba*»  these 
far  wkom  too  same  are  obtained^  aftdr  on  the  death  of  a  slave 
the  badge  shall  be  returned,  under  penalty  of  five  pounds*, 

No  person  shall  let  for  hire  any  cart,  waggon,  or  dray, 
without  a  license  from' the  coromfsaionere  of  the  reads>  under 
ten  pounds  penalty. 

Licensed  cart  to:  have  she  name,  of  the  owj*et  painted 
thereon,  and  be  numbered  and  regM&ensd  m  the,  policy  tffc*. 

Owners  of  carts,  Ac.  liable  for  any  damage  done  tbemjb#» 
ojr  by  the  store*  haying  efettsga  thexeef. 

Penalty  of  twenty  sJaflftegt  e»  drjpe**  ef  cajft;  u4*Qg 
thereon  within  the  town,  and  tuj>uaba> 

Rates  of  porterage,  cartage,  &e.  to  be,  fixed  by  theism- 
missioners. 

Pines  under  fOh  to  be  recovered  before  the  poftee  magi- 
strates j  above  SGI.  in  the  general  court 

Act  to  continue  iu  force  ten  years. 


BARBADOES. 

An  Aa%  iasecratae  tha  sum  awak.  jwtyafrte  byjbmne*  law*  on,  J&f 
manumission  of  a  slave,  and  for  their  better  support  iftftea 

Instead  oibOt.  as  by  the  former  acts,  every  person  manu- 
mitting a  slave,  to  pay  3002.  for  the  waiuftmiAtjktn  of  a  female 
vol.  iv.  h 
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slave*  and  9001.  for  a  male;  the  female  slave  so  manumitted 
shall,  in  consequence,  receive  from  the  parish,  the  turn  of 
181.  per  annum,  and  the  male  121.  per  annum* 

The  provisions  of  the  act,  bearing  date  the  £8d  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1783,  are  extended  to  this  act. 


An  Act  for  the  better  Protection  of  the  Slave*  of  this,  island.— 

[9th  April,  1805.] 

Any  person  killing  any  slave  without  provocation,  on  con- 
viction by  the  evidence  of  a  white  person,  to  suffer  death, 
without  benefit  of  clergy. 

No  person  so  convicted  to*  forfeit  his  lands,  goods*  negroes, 
or  chattels. 

4n  Act  for  the ,  Punishment  of  such  Slaves  as  shall  be  found 
practising  Obeah. — [4th  November,  1806.] 

*  Any  slave  convicted  of  causing  the  death  of  a  slave,  by 
pretending  to  supernatural  power,  or  by  obeah,  to  suffer 
death. 

Any  slave  convicted  of  intending,  to  give,  or  of  giving 
any  poison  to  a  slave,  in  the  practice  of  obeah,  though  death 
may  not  ensue,  to  suffer,  with  their  acoassaries,  death,  trans- 
portation, or  such  other  punishment  as.  the  court  may  direct. 

» 

An  Act  to  remove  doubts  concerning  the  Trioi  of  Slaves  manu- 
mitted after  the  commission  of  felonies  4>f  which  they  may 
stand  accused.— [14th  March,  1809.] 

A  slave  accused  of  felony  shall  be  tried  as  a  slave,  not- 
withstanding any  manumission  executed  after  the  commission 
of  the  felony. 

All  manumissions  of  slaves  accused  of  felony,  executed 
between  the  commission  thereof  and  trial  of  the  slaves,  shall 
be  void. 

An  Act  for  more  fully  ascertaining  the  Slave  Population  of  the 
Island  of  Barbadoes.—[?th  January,  1807.] 
The  president  or  commander-in-chief  to  appoint  a  re- 
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gisttar,  who  shall  be  personalty  resident  on  the  island;  and 

who  shall  never  receive  permission  to  be  absent  more  than 

twelvemonths. 

-     Bvery  person  to  give  in  a  list  of  stares,  with  descriptive 

particulars,  in  a  schedule  of  six  columns,  according  to  a 

prescribed  pattern. 

Triennial  returns  to  be  made,  stating  additions  to,  and 
deductions  from,  the  numbed  of  slaves,  and  the  causes,  and 
such  returns  to  be  verified  by  oath  or  affirmation. 

Due  notice  to  be  given,  by  the  registrar,  of  the  period 
when  the  return  must  be  made. 

lists  and  schedules  to  be  preserved  by  the  registrar,  and 
to  be  correctly  copied  ih to  a  book  or  set  of  books,  access  to 
which)  or  extracts  from,  may  he-  obtained  on  payments  a 
fee. 

When  all  the  schedules  are  entered  in  the  book  or  books, 
the  registrar  shall  announce  that  they  are  open  for  gratis  in- 
spection, during  two  months,  that  all  persons  interested  may 
be  satisfied  of  their  accuracy. 

Persons  omitting  to  give  in  lists  shall  forfeit  one  hundred 
pounds  for  every  slave  omitted,  and  if  such  slave  be  an 
African,  he  or  she  shall'  be  -entitled  to  freedom,  unless  his 
owner  shall  within  six  months  establish  by  evidence  that 
such  slave  or  slaves  had  been  legally  imported)  and  such 
African  so  become  free  shall  receive  four' pounds  per  annum 
from  the  treasurer  of  the  island  during  life. 

Persons  retaining  as  a  slave  any  African  illicitly  imported 
shall  forfeit  not  exceeding  five  hundred  pounds,  and  be  im- 
prisoned in  the  common  gaol,  not  exceeding  two  years. 

Persons  aggrieved  by  the  proceedings  of  the  registrar  may 
appeal  to  the  governor  and  council. 

The  registrar  shall  make  correct  duplicates  of  the  books, 
and  verify  them  by  his  affidavit,  which  books  verified  by 
the  governor,  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  secretary  of  state  for 
the  colonial  department. 

No  erasure  to  be  admitted,  but  corrections  to  be  made  by 
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striking  a  line  of  red  ink  through  the  ettor,  and  adding  the 
proper  words  in  the  margin,  signed  by  the  registrar* 

Fraudulent  alterations  by  the  registrar,  or  any  other  per- 
son, to  be  punished  by  fine  of  not  move  than  6092.  and  im- 
prisonment of  not  more  than  two  yean. 

Fines  to  be  paid  to  his  Majesty,  towards  defraying  the 
expenses  of  government. 

Copy  of  the  registration  of  any  .negro  to  be  sttfiaiant 
proof  of  his  slavery. 

Salary  of  the  registrar  to  be  two  hundred  pounds  currency, 
and  the  further  sum  of  six  hundred  pounds,  when  he  thill 
produce  to  the  comntander-in-ehief  for  the  time  being  au- 
thenticated duplicates  of  this  books  of  registry. 

All  fines  of  which  the  made  of  recovery  has  net  •fete*  cer- 
tified, may  be  recovered  on  complaint  to  any  justice  of  the 
peace,  in  the  same  way  as  servant'*  wages. 


«HWM 


BERMUDA. 

An  Act  to  repeal  an  Act,  intituled  "  An  Act  for  the  S*c*rt% 
of  the  Subject,  to  prevent  tk$  forfeiture  ef  life  end  eetate 
upon  killing  a  negro  or  other  *faee.<-i-[)7Je  July,  1789.] 

An  Act  to  regulate  the  Emancipation  of  tHaoes,+nd  to  dioato* 
free  negroes  and  persons  of  colour  from  being  seised  of  real 
estate.— [?th  August,  1806.] 

No  slave  under  forty  years  of  age  shall  be  emancipated, 
except  upon  condition  that  he  leave  these  islands  within 
three  months. 

Such  emancipated  slave,  if  found  within  these  islands 
after  the  expiration  of  the  said  term,  shall  be  committed  to 
prison,  and  be  transported  by  the  public  treasurer.  If  he 
prove  his  inability  to  obtain  a  conveyance,  or  give  other  suf- 
ficient cause,  a  further  allowance  of  two  months  may  be 
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given  to  him  $  but  if  again  found,  he  shall  be  committed 
and  transported. 

If  such  slave  shall  return  to  these  islands,  he  shall  be 
taken  up,  transported,  And  sold  in  behalf  of  the  public. 

If  the  slave  to  be  emancipated  exceed  forty  years  of  age, 
the  owner  shall  pay  502.  into  the  public  treasury  to  remain  as 
a  fund  to  indemnify  the  public  for  any  charge  incurred  on 
account  of  emancipated  slaves. 

Any  negro  or  coloured  person,  pretending  to  be  free, 
shall  be  liable  to  be  called  before  any  magistrate,  and  if  the 
provisions  of  the  act  have  not  in  his  case  been  adhered  to,  he 
shall  be  committed  to  prison,  advertised  lour  successive 
weeks,  and  if  no  claimant  appear,  he  shall  be  shipped  off  by 
the  treasurer.  Should  a  claimant  appear,  and  make  good 
his  title,  he  shall  receive  the  slave  on  paying  expenses. 

No  free  negro,  or  person  of  colour  shall  be  capable  of  ac- 
quiring or  being  seised  of  any  real  estate  whatever  alter  the 
passing  of  this  act.  All  sueh  real  estates  shall  be  forfeited 
and  sold,  and  the  net  proceeds  granted  to  his  Majesty  to- 
wards defraying  the  expenses  of  government.  This  clause 
shall  not  extend  to  any  real  property  legally  acquired  before 
the  passing  of  this  act. 

The  creditors  of  any  free  negroes,  lto<  sbaH  not  be  pre- 
judiced by  any  forfeiture  to  arise  under  this  net. 

No  house,  land,  or  tenement,  shall  be  leased  to  any  free 
negro  for  a  longer  term  than  seven  years. 

Act  to  continue  in  force  for  seven  years  after  the  royal 
assent  is  made  known. 


118  APPENDIX. 


DOMINICA. 

An  Act  to  revise  and  make  perpetual  an  Act  of  this  island,  tn- 
tituled  "An  Act  for  the  encouragement,  protection,  and 
better  government  of  slave*." — [15th  March,  1793.] 

An  Act  "to  revive  an  Act  'of  this  island,  intituled  "  An  Act  to 
establish  a  Company  of  Rangers,  for  the  apprehending  and 
suppressing  of  runaway  slaves,  and  for  obliging  the  pro- 
prietors,  renters,  or  employers  of  all  slaves  belonging  to,  or 
employed- on,  the  several  plantations  or  lands  in,  this  island, 
to  furnish  a  proportion  of  the  slaves  to  be  sent  into  the  woods 
after,  and  in  search  of,  runaways;  to  provide  officers  for 
such  company,  by  engaging  such  proper  white  persons  and 
people  of  colour 'US  may  be  disposed  to  be  employed  on  the  said 
service,  and  for  granting  encouragement  for  the  apprehending 
or  destroying  of  any  of  the  said  runaways ;  and  to  empower 
magistrates,  on  the  requisition  of  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  said  company  of  rangers,  to  issue  their  warrant  to  call 
to  the  assistance  of  the  said  company  of  ranger  $  a  certain 
number  of  slaves  from  the  neighbouring  plantations  in  cases 
of  emergency,  and  to  prevent  .the  importation  of  slaves  con- 
victed or  known  to  have  been  guilty  of  murder,  insurrection, 
or  other  capital 'offences,  and  to  prevent >the  sale  .of  gun- 
powder, fire-arms,  or  other  offensive  weapons  to  runaways** 
— \\Sth  March,  1790.] 

An  Act  to  enable  the  commanding  officer  of  the  corps  of  rangers 
employed  in  suppressing  the  runaway  slaves,  to  procure  such 
slaves fbr  guides  as  he  shall  think  best  qualified  to  discover 
the  camps  or  places  of  resort  of  the  runaways  in  the  woods.'* 
— [6th  December,  1794.] 

Authorizes  the  commanding  officer  to  take  any  slave  or 
slaves ;  for  the  service  of  which  slave  the  proprietor  shall 
receive  three  shillings  per  diem,  and  if  the  slave  be  killed,  or 


APPENDIX.  110 

maimed,  the  proprietor  shall  receive  bis  value  according  to 
estimate,  out  of  the  public  treasury. 

r 

t 

An  Act  for  the  more  effectual  apprehending  of  Runaway  Slaves; 
-  and  to  oblige  the  provost  marshal  of  this  island  to  receive 
into  his  custody  in  the  common  gaol  all  runaway  slaves,  and 
to  advertise  them  in  the  newspaper  of  the  island,  and  if  not 
claimed  within  a  limited  time,  to  oblige  him  to  sell  them  for 
the  public  benefit ;  for  appointing  a  committee  of  the  council 
and  assembly  to  inspect  the  common  gaol  from  time  to  time, 
and  for  other  purposes  in  this  act  mentioned. — [30th  April, 
179*.] 

i 

Any  white  or  free  person  may,  and  is  required,  to  ap- 
prehend any  slave  or  slaves  who  may  appear  to  him  to  be 
runaway,  and  conduct  them  to  the  common  gaol,  for  which 
he  shall  receive  sixteen  shillings  and  sixpence,  and  a  shilling 
per  mile  for  travelling  money.  Such  slave  shall  be  adver- 
tised, and  if  not  claimed  shall  be  sold,  but  if  claimed  shall  be 
restored,  on  payment  of  expenses. 

White  or  free  person  is  required  to  apprehend  any  slave 
found  out  of  the  plantation  of  his  owner,  or  town  where  he 
resides  (except  slaves  bringing  water  or  necessaries  for  the 
owner,  or  attending  some  white  or  free  person,  and  exeept 
tradesmen  -  employed  on  any  plantation  and  not  belonging 
thereto)  without  the  written  permission  of  his  owner  or  em- 
ployer.  Reward  the  same  as  above  $  and  the  owner  to  pay, 
and  if  he  refuses,  may  be  distrained  on. 

Provost  marshal  to  receive  slave*  so  brought,  pay  the 
reward,  advertise  the  slave  thrice,  and  post  up  the  name  of 
the  slave  on  the  door  of  his  office,  under  penalty  of  five 
pounds.  Slave  to  be  sold,  if  not  claimed  within  three 
months.  Produce  of  sale,  deducting  expenses  of  fees,  to  be 
paid  to  the  owner  on  application,  within  a  year,  and  if  not 
then  applied  for,  to  be  retained  for  the  benefit  of  the  colony. 

Provost  marshal  to  be  allowed  eighteenpence  for  the  daily 
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knap  of  *aah  nsnaway  store,  seven  and  sitpeoce  for  each  dis- 
charge, and  sixteen  and  sixpence  far  advertising. 

A  committee  consisting  of  two  members  of  the  council, 
appointed  by  the  president,  and  three  members  of  the  as- 
sembly, named  by  the  speaker,  or  a  majority  of  the  five,  au- 
thorised to  inspect  the  gaol,  and  inquire  into  the  treatment 
of  slaves,  and  allowance  of  food  3  and  to  fine  the  gaoler  five 
pounds  in  default  of  having  performed  his  duty  on  these 
heads. 

An  Act  to  make  the  testimony  of  slaves  admissible  in  certain 

eases  and  under  certain  restrictions  for  a  limited  time,  to 

forfeit  runaway  slaves  who  have  been  absent  Jrom  their 

masters  a  certain  time,  and  to  oblige  the  inhabitants  of  this 

island  having  intelligence  of  the  situation  or  motions  of  the 

runaway  slaves,  to  communicate  the  same  to  the  persons,  and 

in  the  manner  prescribed  by  this  act,  and  to  prevent  persons 

from  harbouring  slaves  on  their  plantations  or  in  their 

.    houses,  without  a  written  permissionfrom  the  owner  or  per* 

son  having  charge  of  such  slaves,  and  for  other  purposes. 

• 

No  white  or  free  man  of  colour  shall  seJl  or  barter  any 
gunpowder,  fire-arms,  or  other  offensive  weapon,  salt,  safe 
provisions,  clothes,  or  other  necessaries  whatever,  or  hold 
intercourse  with  any  runaway  slave*  knowing  him  to  be 
suck,  under  penalty  of  being  deemed  guilty  of  a  high  mis- 
demeanor,  and  punished  by  fine,  pillory,  imprisonment  and 
banisbnaeat,  or  any  or  either  «f  them  at  the  discretion  of  the 
court. 

When  any  person  is  charged  of  any  of  the  preceding 
crime*,  >t  Bfa&U  be  lawful  to  support  the  charge  by  examining 
on  oath,  as  witness,  any  slave  or  slaves,  other  than  those  of 
the  party  Accused,  provided  that  no  white  or  free  coloured 
mm  be  convicted  unless  on  the  accordant  and  clear  testimony 
of  aft  least  two  slaves,  examined  out  of  hearing  of  «*eh  etbar  $ 
and.M  poison  thall  be  so  convicted  unless  the  proaeootion  be 
viikm  twalve  months  after  the  cosTHaissipsi  of  ska  osYenoe. 
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All  mate  slaves  absent  for  twelve  months  previous  to  their 
commitment,  shall  be  forfeited  and  banished  at  least  twenty*  ' 
five  leagues,  unless  condemned  to  death  by  law.  Such  slave 
to  be  sold  by  the  provost  or  his  deputy,  within  three  days, 
and  the  money,  deducting  charges,  shall  be  paid  to  the  owner. 
Persons  purchasing  such  slave  shall  enter  into  recogni- 
zances, in  double  the  value  of  the  slaves,  to  banish  him  within 
seven  days,  and  if  such  slave  shall  remain  in  the  island  after 
seven  days,  then  the  recognizances  to  be  forfeited,  and  the 
amount  paid  into  the  public  treasury.  *  v 

Persons  to  give  the  earliest  possible  information  which 
they  may  obtain  of  runaways;  tinder  penalty  of  100!.  if  the 
offender  be  a  white  man,  and  not  more  than  thirty-nine 
lashes  if  a  slave. 

Any  slave  harbouring  or  assisting  a  runaway  slave  shall 

be  punished  by  not  more  than  thirty-nine  stripes  on  his  bare 

breech ;  any  white  person  shall  forfeit  twenty- five  pound* 

for  the  first  offence,  fifty  for  the  second,  and  for  the  third* 

imprisonment  for  a  month,  and  the  pillory,  and  also  he  liable 

to  actionr  from  the  owner,  who  Shall,  in  case  of  his  obtaining 

a  verdict,  be  allowed  twelve  shillings  pet  diem  for  every  day, 

and  full  costs.   Testimony  of  slaves,  not  those  of  the  accused, 

to  be  admitted.    Any  person  employing  a  slave,  who  has 

not  a  written  permission  from  his  owner,  shall  forfeit  twelve 

shillings  per  day,  to  be  recovered  with  full  costs. 

Any  proprietor  having  a  warrant  may  enter,  and  on  entry 
being  refused,  may  break  open,  by  day  or  night,  any  negro* 
house,  to  search  for  runaway  slaves,  and  no  owner,  renter, 
4c.  &e.  shall  hinder  them  under  penalty  of  a  fine,  not  under 
five  nor  •Kceeding  ten  pounds.  Any  person,  however,  making 
search,  or  aiding  in  it,  without  first  giving  notice  when  there 
k  any  white  man  on  the  plantation,  or,  under  colour  of 
snoh  search,  beating,  abusing,  wounding,  or  hurting  any 
slave  withoat  just  cause,  shall  he  fined  not  less  than  five  or 
more  than  ten  pounds.    Same  penalty  against  Any  proprietor 
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refitting  to  search  or  cause  to  be  searched  his  negro-houses, 
on  application  being  made  to  him  before  warrant  obtained, 
provided  the  owner  of  the  runaway  make  oath  that  he  had 
received  information,  and  that  there  was  probable  cause  to 
suspect  that  it  might  be  true. 

When  a  warrant  is  issued  against  any  slave,  the  proprietor 
must  deliver  him  up,  under  penalty  of  twenty  pounds,  unless 
he  makes  oath  that  the  slave  is  a  runaway,  and  cannot  be 
found  after  diligent  search. 

An  Act  for  the  Trial  and  effectual  Punishment  of  such  Runaway 
Slaves  as  may  hereafter  be  taken  and  be  known  to  be  chiefs 
or  leaders  of  camps  or  bands  of  runaway  Slaves  in  the  woods. 
—-[16**  October,  1800.] 

All  runaway  chiefs  to  suffer  the  pains  and  penalties  which 
by  the  laws  of  England  are  usually  inflicted  on  rebels  and 
traitors. 

* 

An  Act  for  the  Banishing  of  sundry  Runaway  Slaves,  now  in 
confinement,  and  also  for  the  banishment  of  such  runaways 
of  certain  descriptions,  as  shall  hereafter  be  taken  or  sur- 
render themselves^  and  for  other  purposes. — [19**  Dec. 
1800.] 

Provost  marshal  to  sell  by  auction  all  runaway  slaves  in 
custody.  The  purchaser  to  send  them  off  within  forty-eight 
hours  after  their  delivery  to  him  5  and,  should  the -slave  re- 
turn, he  shall  be  forfeited  and  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the 
colony. 

All  slaves  who  have  been  runaways  in  camps  in  the 
woods,  or  runaways  from  their  masters  above  six  months,  as 
well  those  in  confinement  as  those  who  have  been  runaways 
and  have  returned  to  their  owners  within  three  months  last 
past,  but  have  not  been  examined  or  tried,  or  shall  hereafter 
be  taken,  or  shall  surrender,  shall  be  delivered  to  their  re- 
spective  masters  or  employers,  on  condition  of  their  sending 
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them  from  the  colony,  under  pain  of  forfeiture  of  the  slave 
and  twenty  pounds  currency.  Not  to  extend  to  slaves  under 
the  age  of  twelve  years. 

Act  authorises  the  governor  to  send  off  a  free  negro  named 
Pharcella,  he  having  forfeited  his  freedom,  by  violating  the 
terms  on  which  he  obtained  it. 

An  Act  to  regulate  the  Manumitting  of  Slaves  in  this  island,  to 
impose  a  tax  on  manumissions,  and  to  impose  a  tax  upon 
all  free  and  manumitted  persons  coming  to  this  island* — 
[l6thJune,  1810.] 

On  manumitting  slaves  born  in  the  island,  or  originally 
imported  from  Africa,  or  imported  under  ten  years  of  age, 
the  sum  of  sixteen  pounds  ten  shillings  shall  be  paid  into  the 
public  treasury,  and  the  treasurer  shall  sign  a  receipt  for  the 
same.  On  the  manumission  of  all  other  slaves  thirty-three 
pounds  shall  be  paid. 

No  manumission  shall  be  received  by  the  registrar  with- 
out the  treasurer's  receipt  being  produced ;  and  to  the  manu- 
mission shall  be  annexed  an  affidavit  stating  whether  the 
slave  was  born  in  the  island,  or  from  where  and  at  what  age 
imported. 

No  person  of  colour  coming  from  any  other  island  or 
colony  shall  be  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  free  or  manumitted 
persons,  without  recording  his  manumission,  and  paying  & 
tax  of  thirty-three  shillings  into  the  public  treasury.  Pro- 
vided that  any  person  born  free  and  coming  to  the  island, 
shall  bring  a  certificate  from  the  place  where  he  was  born  or 
last  resided,  purporting  that  he  was  born  free,  or  shall  pro* 
duce  two  credible  witnesses  to  the  same  purpose,  or  who 
shall  swear  that  they  have  known  him  five  years  as  a  free  roan, 
then,  on  paying  a  tax  of  thirty-three  shillings,  he  shall  be 
entitled  to  the  privilege  of  a  free  man.  , 

No  slaves  manumitted  by  will  shall  be  deemed  fre$  persons 
till  they  have  been  duly  manumitted  by  the  persons  executing, 
the  will,  and  till  the  tax  shall  have  been  paid. 
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Repeals  the  "  Act  to  impose  a  further  tax  on  the  manu- 
mission of  slaves  in  this  island,  and  for  other  purposes." 

An  Aet  for  ascertaining  the  number  of  white  persens,  frtt 
persons  of  colour,  and  staves,  in  this  island.— [19th  Feb- 
ruary, 1811.  J 

Town-wardens  for  the  town  of  Roseau,  and  way-wardens 
of  parishes  and  districts  appointed  commissioners  for  the 
purposes  of  the  act. 

Commissioners,  thirty  days  after  publishing  of  the  act, 
and  second  Tuesday  of  every  January,  to  issue  warrants  to 
constables,  under  penalty  of  fifty  pounds,  to  summon  all  the 
white  inhabitants  to  give  an  account  of  their  families  and 
slaves. 

Commissioners  authorized  to  summon  overseers,  and  all 
persons  who  can  give  information,  and  who  must  attend, 
under  penalty  of  five  pounds. 

Fifty  pounds  penalty  for  neglecting  or  refusing  to  attend 
and  give  in  lists,  and  the  same  on  each  repetition  of  the 
offence. 

List  to  contain  the  names  and  descriptions  of  all  slaves, 
runaways,  free  persons  of  colour,  whites  and  proprietors. 
No  return  to  be  made  in  any  other  parish  than  that  in  which 
the  slaves  are  usually  employed. 

Returns  so  to  be  made  as  not  to  evade  the  militia  service. 
Each  white  or  free  man  must  specify  on  oath  his  place  of 
residence. 

All  negroes  and  persons  of  colour,  claiming  to  be  free, 
must  produce  their  manumissions;  and  the  commissioners 
shall  return  to  the  treasurer  the  names  of  all  negroes  and 
people  of  colour  whose  manumissions  have  not  been  legally 
recorded,  or  who  shall  neglect  to  produce  the  manumissions 
to  the  commissioners. 

Commissioners  may  levy  the  penalties  of  the  act  by  war- 
rant under  their  hand  and  seal,  directed  to  the  provost. 

Commissioners  shall  annex  to  the  returns  a  certificate  that 
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tbcy  have  actually  sworn  to  the  truth  the  white  or  free  per- 
sons named ;  and  the  treasurer  shall  receive  no  returns  without 
a  certificate. 

Commissioners  subject  to  penalty  of  fifty  pounds,  if  they 
neglect  or  refuse  to  make  returns  to  the  treasurer,  or  to  levy 
penalties,  within  thirty  days;  and  the  same  penalty  for  every 
thirty  days*  delay. 

Farms-place  plantation  to  be  returned  in  the  parish  of 
St.  Andrew,  and  not  of  St.  David. 
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An  Act  for  obliging  the  owners  of  canoes,  boats*  and  petty" 
augers,  to  take  out  a  license,  and  give  security  that  the 
same  shall  not  be  the  means  of  enabling  slaves  to  mate  their 
escape,  or  to  be  carried  off  or  transported  from  this  colony; 
and  for  authorizing  and  enabling  the  commander-in-chief 
to  hire  two  small  vessels  to  cruize  round  the  coast,  for  the 
purpose  of  inspecting  and  seizing  all  such  vessels  as  may 
inmw  to  he  pnployoi  in  ourrying  off  $U*m>  or  under  sus- 
picious erroumstance*  of  s**h  utfem&mss+-[%4th  October, 
WW] 

No  person,  after  the  1st  of  November,  to  keep,  under 
penalty  of  XQOl.  any  canoe,  boat,  or  pettyauger,  without 
license  from  a  magistrate  under  his  hand  and  seal. 

Justice*  directed  to  give  audi  license  without  fee  or  re- 
ward, upon  recognisance  being  entered  into  with. two  or 
more  sureties  in  certain  penalties  from  1804.  to  lOQOi.  for 
vessels  from  14  feet  keel  to  SO  feet  keel  and  upwards. 

Condition  to  be  void  if  snail  eanoe,  ftc.  be  not  the  means 
of  my  slave  escaping  from  the  inland;  or  on  paying  the 
<?w*erof  slaves  carried  off,  ISO*,  each. 

Owner  of  eanoe,  &e,  within  three  days,  to  have  his  name, 
parish,  and  number  painted  on  the  stern  or  other  conspicuous 
part. 
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AH  magistrates  to  inquire  after,  and  examine  such  canoes, 
&c.  and  cause  the  owners  to  comply  with  this  act. 

In  default  on  the  part  of  such  owners,  the  justice  to 
seise  such  canoes,  &c.  and  deliver  same  to  harbour-master  of 
St.  George's,  who  is  to  take  charge  of  same  until  owners 
conform  with  this  act,  or  until  the  expiration  thereof,  when 
he  is  to  deliver  them  to  such  owners  on  payment  of  reasonable 
charges,  and  sixteen  and  sixpence  each  canoe. 

Justices  sending  canoes  to  St.  George's  to  grant  warrants 
on  the  treasurer  for  necessary  expenses. 

Commander-in-chief  empowered  to  hire  two  vessels  not 
exceeding  sixty  tons  burthen,  and  for  a  period  not  exceeding 
three  months,  and  to  arm,  man,  and  fit  the  same  to  cruize 
round  the  coast  of  this  colony  j  to  inspect  and  seize  such 
vessels  as  appear  to  be  employed  in  taking  off  slaves,  or 
Under  suspicious  circumstances  described  in  act  for  the  better 
regulation  of  foreign  vessels. 

To  issue  his  warrant  on  treasurer  for  payment  of  the 
hire  of  such  vessels. 

An  Act  for  the  more  effectual  Trial  and  Punishment  0/ criminal 
Slaves,  and,  to  authorize  hi*  Majesty  $  justices  of  the  peace 
to  appoint  constables  in  cases  of  emergency. — [24t&  October, 
1789.] 

On  complaint  being  made  to  any  .magistrate  of  any 
heinous  crime  committed  by  a  slave,  justice  to  issue  his  war- 
rant for  apprehending  the  offender,  and  to  summon  all  persons 
that  can  give  evidence.  And  if,  on  examination,  probability 
of  guilt  appears,  to  commit  offender  to  prison  3  within  ten 
days  to  associate  with  him  one  or  more  justice,  and  bo  asso- 
ciated to  issue  their  warrants  to  a  constable  to  summon  three 
freeholders  to  join  said  justices  at  such  time  and  place  as  they 
shall  appoint,  not  exceeding  four  days.  These  free  persons, 
having  taken  an  oath  to  try  fairly,  constitute  a  court,  with  full 
power  to  try  the  offender,  to  call  evidence  before  them,  to 
admit  the  evidence  of  one  slave  against  another,  and  forth- 
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cause  immediate  execution  in  capital  cases,  to  be  done 
by  the  marshal,  and  in  other  cases  by,  the  clerk  of  the 
marshal. 

Jurors  summoned,  and  not  attending,  to  forfeit  60J. 

Any  slave  who  shall  personally  insult,  abuse,  or  threaten 
any  white  or  free  coloured  person,  or  conceal  any  slave, 
knowing  the  same  to  be  runaway,  or  found  gaming,  beating 
drams,  &c.  at  improper  hours,  or  fighting,  or  shall  be  guilty 
of  any  crime  deemed  larceny  by  the  laws  of  England,  such 
slave  shall  be  punished  at  the  justice's  discretion,  such  punish- 
ment not  to  extend  to  life  or  limb. 

Any  two  justices,  in  cases  of  emergency,  to  appoint  con- 
stables. 

Persons  refusing  to  serve,  liable  to  punishment,  as  if 
appointed  at  the  sessions. 

Act  passed  for  two  years,  and  in  1791  for  two  years 
further,  and  till  some  other  provision  should  be  enacted. 

An  Act  to  amend  an  Act,  intituled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  the  fur- 
ther sudden  increase  of  free  negroes  and  mulattos;"  and 
mho  to  amend  an  act,  intituled  "  An  Act  for  the  better 
Government  of  Slaves,  and  for  the  more  speedy  and  effectual 
suppression  of  runaway  slaves;"  and  to  ascertain  what  shall 
be  evidence  of  the  sealing  of  certificates  respecting  enfran- 
chisement, as  directed  to  be  made  by  the  guardians  of  slaves. 
—[2nd  April,  1792  J 

Acts  of  freedom  by  deed,  last  will,  or  otherwise,  may  be 
recorded  at  any  time. 

Originals  of  such  acts,  or  certified  copies,  may  be  pleaded 
and  given  in  evidence  in  all  courts  of  law  and  equity,  pro* 
vided  that  any  intermediate  bona  fide  purchaser  or  incum- 
brancer, not  to  be  thereby  affected  without  notice. 

Negroes  and  mulattos  claiming  to  be  free  by  birth,  to 
prove  such  claim  by  the  affidavit  of  two  credible  freeholders, 
before  two  justices  of  the  peace. 

Justices  to  grant  certificate  of  such  claim  and  proof. 
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Where  there  is  neither  manumission  nor  pseof  of  freedum 
by  birth,  a  claim  of  freedom  by  repute  way  be  proved, 
certified,  and  given  in  evidence  in  like  manner,  if  the  party 
has  been  so  reputed  free  for  fire  years  ?  —such  prim*  fount 
proof  not  conclusive  if  opposed  by  contrary  evidence;'— but 
the  party  claiming  to  be  free  not  to  be  debarred  from  ad- 
ducing further  proof  of  his,  her,  or  their  freedom. 

Persons  falsely  swearing  under  this  aet,  or  promising 
athers  to  do  so,  guilty  of  perjury  or  subornation  of  perjury, 
punishable  bv  the  laws  of  England. 

The  1st,  2d,  3d,  4th,  5th,  6th,  and  7th  clauses  of  the  act 
of  April  $3,  1767,  repealed. 

Certificates  obtained  subsequent  to  the  said  recited  act, 
and  not  recorded  within  the  time  limited  thereby,  and  certifi- 
cates obtained  after  the  time  prescribed  by  the  said  act,  and 
before  the  publication  of  this  act,  declared  to  be  valid  and 
effectual.— Such  certificates  not  conclusive,  but  may  be  op- 
posed by  further  evidence. — Party  producing  such  certificates 
not  to  be  debarred  from  producing  other  proof  of  his  or  her 
freedom.  ' 

Originals  of  all  manumissions  duly  proved,  or  office- 
copies  thereof,  duly  certified  according*  to  law,  declared  to  be 
good  evidence  at  law  or  in  equity. 

Where  certificates  of  guardians,  under  the  act  ofJebruary, 
1791,  (expired)  have  not  been  valid  and  signed  in  presence 
of  witnesses,  proof  of  the  signatures  of  such  guardians 
made  prma/keU  evidence  of  such  sealing. 

Marshal  not  to  sell  runaway  slaves  without  giving  puttie 
notice  in  the  Island  Gazette.  And  if  no  gazette,  by  a  written 
advertisement,  to  be  affixed  for  six  successive  week*  |e  $he 
door  of  the  church,  court-house,  and  marshal's  office, . 

Marshal  answerable  in  an  action  of  damages  to  the  pasty 
aggrieved,  if  he  neglect  to  advertise  slaves ;  if  notejajmed 
within  six  weeks,  to  be  then  sold  by  public  oujery. 

Proceeds,  after  deducting  aU  charges,  to.  he  pakL  hjf  the 
marshal  to  the  owner  of  such  shwe,  or  if  the  ewner  ia  not 


APPENDIX.  199 

known,  to  the  public  treasurer,  for  such  owner,  when  he 
shall  appear. 

Sach  sales  not  conclusive  against  owners  not  resident  at 
the  time  in  the  country. 

:  Sueh  owner,  upon  payment  or  tender  of  all  monies  ac- 
tually paid,  and  expenses  incurred,  may  claim  restitution  of 
such  slave  within  twelve  months  after  such  sale,  and  main- 
tain the  same  by  action  of  ejectment,  trover,  or  detinue, 
against  the  purchaser  or  possessor. 

Clause  twenty-first  of  the  act  of  the  91st  of  April,  1767, 
is  repealed.— This  act  a  public  act. 

An  Act  for  the  more  effectual  Trial  and  Punishment  of  Slaves, 
who  may  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  concerned  in  the 
rebellion  and  insurrection  now  existing  in  this  island. — 
17  tk  June,  1796.] 

Slaves  suspected  of  being  concerned  in  the  insurrection 
and  rebellion  to  be  tried  by  a  court  hereinafter  mentioned, 
and  punished  as  hereinafter  directed. 

Slaves  when  taken  or  surrendered  to  be  first  examined  by 
a  justice  of  peace,  who  is  to  return  the  examinations  to  the 
commander-in-chief  within  twenty-four  hours.  Justice  to 
commit  offender  to  prison  if  he  sees  probable  ground  of  sus- 
picion; there  to  be  detained  for  trial.  Commander-in-chief 
to  issue  his  warrant  to  three  or  more  justices  to  proceed  to 
try  the  offender.  Justices  within  twenty-four  hours  after  re- 
ceiving sueh  warrant  to  issue  a  precept  to  some  constable  to 
summon  five  white  persons  as  jurors,  and  to  fix  a  time  for 
trial,  and  to  cause  at  such  trial  witnesses  to  come  forward. 
Notices  to  witnesses  who  are  slaves  to  be  served  on  their 
owner.  Punishment  of  death,  banishment,  or  hard  labour 
in  chains,  on  prisoner  pleading  guilty.  If  prisoner  pleads 
not. guilty,  justices  to  choose  three  of  the  ^ve  jurors  to  try 
cause,  who  are  to  be  sworn  to  try  truly.  Justices  sentence 
to  be  final,  and.  to  be  executed  at  any  time  they  shall  appoint 
after  thirty-six  hours.  Commander-in-chief  may  respite  or 
vol.  iv.  t 
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pardon  any  criminal  Evidence  of  stares  to  be  good  for  and 
against  each  other.  Justices  may  adjourn  the  trial  for  forty- 
eight  hours  in  case  of  abwnce  of  material  witness  If  witness 
does  not  then  appear  trial  to  go  on.  Justices  to  make  regular 
minutes,  and  return  them  into  the  secretary's  office  In  six 
days.  Punishment  of  death  to  be  inflicted  publicly,  and 
prisoner  not  to  be  intoxicated  when  executed.  No  other 
mode  of  execution  but  hanging  allowed.  When  criminals 
sentenced  to  imprisonment,  or  hard  labour  for  life,  they  are 
to  be  be  employed  under  overseers  and  a  proper  guard,  in 
clearing  the  woods  in  the  interior,  and  making  roads.  Con- 
stables to  attend  the  trial  and  execution. 

Court  may  adjourn  as  often  as  they  please  for  forty-eight 
hours. 

Slaves  giving  false  evidence  liable  to  the  same  punish- 
ment  as  the  offender,  if  he  had  been  found  guilty.  Justices 
to  explain  to  slave  witnesses  the  punishment  for  false  testi- 
mony. Owner  refusing  to  produce  slaves  summoned  as 
witnesses,  to  forfeit  50/. 

Justice  refusing  to,  act  to  forfeit  SOL  to  be  recovered  by 
attaching  the  body.  Constable  refusing  to  do  bis  duty  liable 
to  a  fine  of  251.  to  be  recovered  in  the  same  manner. 

Jurors  and  free  witnesses  refusing  to  serve  or  attend, 
liable  to  a  fine  of  25/.  and  three  months  imprisonment. 

Slaves  sentenced  to  death,  confinement,  or  banishment, 
to  be  valued  by  the  justices  and  jurors.  Such  valuation  not 
to  exceed  1002.  currency.  To  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  from 
the  public  treasury  to  the  owner  of  the  slave.  Slaves  so 
valued  to  be  the  property  of  the  public.  Any  owner  suspect* 
ing  any  slave  of  any  crime  specified  in  this  act,  and  not 
carrying  him  before  a  justice,  liable  to  be  imprisoned  for 
one  year. 

All  fines  levied  under  this  act  to  be  a  fund  in  the  treasurer's 
hands  for  the  purposes  thereof. 

Reasonable  expenses  incurred  to  be  paid  by  the  treasurer 
by  warrant  from  the  justices. 

Commandeivin-chief  to  have  the  direction  of  all  slaves 
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Sentenced  under  this  act*  and  all  monies  not  otherwise  or- 
dered to  be  paid  by  tfciB  act  for  the  purposes  thereof,  to  be 
payable  by  warraat  from  the  commander-in-chief. 

An  Act  for  the  Punishment  of  Slaves  under  sentence  of  banish- 
ment or  confinement  to  hard  labour  in  chains,  who  sfiall 
escape,  or  attempt  to  escape,  from  their  places  of  confinement 
or  employment,  and  to  make  it  lawful  for  the  magistrates 
to  condemn  to  hard  labour,  in  chains  fbr  life,  or  for  a 
limited  time,  slawes  convicted  under  the  several  acts  for  the 
trial  and  punishment  of  criminal  slaves.— [}3th  May, 
1797.] 

Slaves  sentenced  to  banishment  from  this  island,  or  to  be 
confined  to  hard  labour  in  chains  for  life,  or  shorter  period, 
and  who  shall  escape,  break  loose,  or  run  away  from  place 
of  confinement,  or  be  absent  forty  eight  hours  from  custody 
of  person  having  charge,  to  Suffer  death  or  other  punishment 
according  to  discretion  of  magistrate. 

Slaves  charged  with  crime  of  escaping  from  place  of  con- 
finement, to  be  tried  according  to  act  for  punishing  negroes 
guilty  of  high  treason.  Record  of  former  conviction  of  such 
slave,  and  of  sentence  passed  on  him,  together  with  evidence 
of  any  one  free  person  or  slave,  of  his  having  escaped  from 
place  of  confinement,  or  absence  for  forty-eight  hours  or 
more  from  custody,  declared  to  be  sufficient  proof  of  con- 
viction. 

Slaves  returning  from  transportation  Under  this  act,  to 
suffer  death. 

Justices  of  the  peace  before  whom  any  slave  shall  be  tried 
for  any  offence>  and  who  shall  be  convicted  thereof,  the  pun- 
ishment for  whieh  would  be,  agreeably  to  Said  acts  now  in 
force,  corporal  punishment  or  imprisonment  for  life,  to  con- 
demn such  slave  or  slaves,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  be  worked  in 
chains  for  any  limited  time,  or  life ;  or  when  for  life,  to  be 
appraised,  paid  for,  and  become  the  property  of  the  public. 

And  whe<p  Slaves  who  are  sentenced  to  work  in  chains  for 
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life,  or  for  a  limited  time,  shall  commit  the  .offence*  created 
in  the  first  clause,  they  shall  be  tried  in  like  manner* 

Information  being  given  to  any  justice,  of  any  slaves  hav- 
ing escaped,  or  run  away  from  place  of  confinement,  or  from 
keeper,  magistrate  to  issue  his  warrant  to  constables  to  ap- 
prehend persons  concealing  them,  and  on  conviction,  if  free, 
to  be  committed  to  gaol  for  any  time  under  thirty  days  with- 
out bail ;  and  if  slaves,  to  be  worked  in  chains  not  exceeding 
thirty  days. 

Free  persons  giving  the  above  information  of  concealment, 
to  get  six  pounds  twelve  shillings, if  slave,  to  get  three  pounds 
six  shillings. 

This  act  declared  to  be  a  public  act. 

An  Act  for  the  better  protection,  and  for  promoting  the  natural 
increase  and  population  of  Slaves  within  the  Island  of 
Grenada,  and  such  of  the  Grenadines  as  are  annexed  to  the 
government  thereof,  for  compelling  an  adequate  provision 
for  and  care  of  theth,  as  well  in  sickness  and  old  age  as  in 
health ;  and  for  constituting  and  appointing  guardians  to 
effectuate  and  carry  into  execution  the  regulations  and  pur- 
poses of  this  act — [9th  Dec.  1797.] 

Every  proprietor,  owner,  or  possessor  of  any  plantation 
or  estate,  shall  provide  for,  and  allow  to,  at  least  every  head 
-of  a  family  of  slaves,  thereunto  attached,  one  good  and  com- 
fortable house,  with  one  or  more  cabanes  or  beds  to  sleep 
upon,  raised  at  least  one  foot  from  the  ground ;  and  shall 
also  allot  and  appoint  for  every  slave  (domestics  excepted) 
above  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  as,  and  for  his  or  her  proper 
.ground,  such  a  quantity  or  portion  of  the  land  of  the  said^ 
.plantation  or  estate,  to  which  such  slave  may  be  attached,  or 
of  such  other  contiguous  lands  as  shall  be  approved  by  the 
guardians  of  slaves  appointed  in  manner  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, as  sufficiently  near  and  convenient  for  such  provision 
ground,  as  in  the  estimation  of  the  guardians  for  that  parish 
wherein  such  plantation  or  estate  shall  be  situate,  or  the  ma- 
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jority  of  them,  shall  be  deemed  sufficient,  when  under  proper 
cultivation,  to  produce  such  a  quantity  of  ground  provisions, 
as,  with  the  ordinary  allowance  of  salt  provisions,  of  the 
quantity  whereof  such  guardians  are  to  judge,  will  be  com- 
pletely adequate  to  the  maintenance  and  support  of  such 
slave  3  and  shall  allow  every  such  slave,  from  noon,  in  some 
one  day  in  every  week,  or  one  whole  day  in  a  fortnight, 
besides  Sunday  (except  in  time  of  crop),  for  the  purpose  of 
working  and  cultivating  his  or  her  grounds?  which  said 
grounds,  when  onee  allotted,  shall  not  be  exchanged  or  taken 
away  from  any  such  slave,  without  his  or  her  consent,  by  him 
or  her  expressed  to  the  guardians  of  such  district  or  parish, 
whilst  such  slave  shall  remain*  on  the  estate  to  which  such  N 
land  so  allotted  to  him  or  her  belongs  (except  in  manner  and 
upon  the  terms  next  hereinafter  mentioned)  9  that  is  to  say, 
provided  always,  that  if  the  person  having  the  charge  of  any 
plantation  or  estate  shall  find  it  necessary  or  expedient  to 
change  the  provision  grounds  allotted  to  the 'slaves  of  such 
plantation  or  estate;  and  such  consent  of  the  slaves  shall  not 
be  expressed  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any 
such  person  to  allot  other  sufficient  grounds  for  that  purpose, 
and  to  call  on  the  guardians  of  the  district  or,  parish  to 
examine  and  approve  of  the  quantity,  quality,  and  situation 
of  such  proposed  new  provision  grounds  $  and  if  the  said 
guardians,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  approve  of  such  new 
provision  grounds,  then  and  in  every  such%case,  from  and 
after  the  expiration  of  twelve  calendar  months  after  such 
new  allotment  and  approbation  as  aforesaid,  or  such  longer 
period,  according  to  the  season  of  the  year;  as  the  guar* 
dians  shall  judge  necessary  to  enable  the  slaves  to  put 
such  newly  allotted  grounds  into  proper  cultivation,  but  not 
sooner  or  otherwise,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  such 
person  to  take  in,  and  put  into  cultivation,  the  grounds  so 
first  allotted  for  the  use  of  the  slaves. 

Owners  of  estates,  from  the  situation  or  nature  of  the  soil 
not  affording  sufficient  provision  grounds,  to  have  it  in  their 
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option  to  make  allotment*  el  ground,  or  to  give  a  weekly 
allowance  of  provisions  in  lieu  thereof,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  guardians. 

Annual  allowance  of  decent  and  sufficient  clothing,  to  be 
approved  by  the  guardians,  under  penalty  of  five  pounds  for 
each  slave  not  clothed. 

Slave  not  attached  to,  or  resident:  on  estates,  to  be  pro- 
vided by  the  proprietors  with  comfortable  lodging,  ample 
aiid  wholesome  food,  and  decent  clothing. 

Proprietors  of  slaves,  or  attorneys  of  such  proprietor**  or 
in  their  absenee,  the  manager,  overseer,  &cu  restrained  from 
inflicting  on  any  slave  any  corporal  punishment*  other  than 
confinement,  and  whipping  not  to  exceed  thifty~&jne  leebes 
at  one  time,  and  for  any  one  offence*  Proprietors  <*r  attorneys 
being  resident,  the  manager,  onrerseer,  &e<  not  ta  inflict  any 
eorporal  punishment,  other  than  confinement,  w  whipping 
not  to  exqeed  twelve  lashes  at  one  time,  or  fb*  one  offence. 
Twenty  pounds  penalty  for  inflicting  *  greater  number  of 
lashes  on  the  same  day,  or  before  the  delinquent  is  recovered 
from  the  effect  of  any  former  punishment..  Proviso,«~when 
the  fault  committed  is  of  such  enormity  as  to  deserve  a  more 
exemplary  punishment,  the  delinquent  is  to  be  punished  at 
the  discretion  of  two  justices  of  the  peace*  No  further 
punishment  to  be  inflicted  for  that  offence  under  penalty  of 
twenty  pounds. 

Proprietor,  attorney,  manager*  &e.  inflicting  a  greater  or 
other  punishment  than  before  described,  to  be  punished  by 
fine  or  imprisonment,  or  both  j  and  proprietors  committing 
any  atrocious  acts  of  inhumanity  and  mayhem,  on  slaves*  the 
guardians  empowered  to  dispose  of  such  slaves.  Money 
arising  from  such  sale  to  be  paid  to  the  proprietor. 

Slaves  not  to  be  compelled  to  work  before  day  breaks  or 
after  sun-set,  except  in  making  sugar*  or,  carrying  grass  or 
stock-meat,  under  penalty  of  ten:  pounds* 

Owners,  &«.  of  slaves  net  to  dfocarA  them  oft  account  of 
age  or  disorder,  but  to  pconfe  then*  with  «*«ry  necessary, 
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and  not  suffer  them  to  wander  about,  Lawful  for  white  or 
free  coloured  person  to  take  up  such  slaves  found  wandering 
at  large,  and  carry  them  before  a  magistrate  or  guardian. 
Penalty  of  tea  pounds  if  owner,  &e.  from  neglect  or  mal- 
treatment, are  found  offending.  Owners  to  enter  into  re- 
cognisance that  such  slave  shall  in  future  be  well  treated. 
On  refusal  or  neglect,  the  justice  or  guardian  to  commit  such 
alave  to  the  charge  of  the  cage-keeper,  and  owners,  &c.  to 
pay  four  shillings  and  sixpence  per  diem  for  feeding  and 
lodging  such  slave,  to  be  recovered  weekly  on  the  goods  and 
chattels. 

Owners,  &c.  to  endeavour  the  instruction  of  their  slaves 
in  the  Christian  religion,  and  to  cause  them  to  be  baptised. 
Clergyman  to  perform  the  same,  and  other  duties,  gratis. 

Hospitals  upon  every  plantation  to  be  erected  in  a  healthy 
situation*  Managers  to  keep  hospital  books  with  the  names 
of  the  tick,  the  time  of  their  admission,  dismission,  or  death. 
Account  of  the  births  and  deaths,  to  be  annually  given  in, 
upon  oath,  to  the  commissioners  appointed  for  taking  the 
taxable  objects,  under  penalty  of  twenty  pounds. 

Surgeon  or  medical  attendant  to  certify  the  causes  of  the 
deaths  of  such  slaves. 

Female  slaves  having  six  children  living,  exempt  from 
hard  labour,  and  the  owner  exempt  from  taxes  for  such 
female  slave. 

And  in  order  to  prevent  any  person  from  mutilating  or  • 
dismembering  any  slave  or  slaves,  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  that  if  any  master,  mistress,  owner, 
possessor,  or  other  person  whatsoever,  shall,  at  his,  her,  or 
their  own  will  and  pleasure,  or  his,  her,  or  their  direction,  or 
with  his,  her,  or  their  knowledge,  sufferance,  privity  or  con- 
sent, mutilate  or  dismember,  or  cause  to  be  mutilated  or  dis- 
membered, any  slave  or  slaves,  he,  she,  or  they  shall  be 
liable  to  be  prosecuted  by  information  or  indictment,  for 
every  stock  offence,  in  the  court  of  King's  Bench  and  grand 
sessions,  or  any  other  court  of  similar  jurisdiction  in  these 
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Islands ;  and  upon  conviction,  shall  be  punished  by  fine,  not 
less  than  one  hundred,  nor  exceeding  five  hundred  pounds, 
and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  twelve  months,  for -each 
and  every  slave  so  mutilated  or  dismembered;   and  such 
punishment  is  declared  to  be  without  prejudice  to  any  action 
that  can  or  may  be  brought  at  common  law  for  recovery  of 
damages  for  or  on  account  of  the  same;  and  in  very  atro- 
cious cases,  where  the  owner  of  such  slave  or  slaves  shall  be 
convicted  of  such  offence,  the  justices  of  the  court'  before 
whom  such  offender  shall  have  been  tried  and  convicted,  are 
hereby  empowered,  in  case  they  shall  think  it  necessary  for 
the  further  protection  of  such  slave  or  slaves,  to  declare  and 
adjudge  him,  her,  or  them  free,  and  discharged  of  and  from  all 
manner  of  servitude  to  such  owners,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses whatsoever  ;  and  in  all  such  cases,  the  justices  of  such 
court  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  if  to  them  it 
shall  appear  necessary,  to  order  and  direct  the  fine  adjudged 
by  them  to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  these 
islands  to  the  use  of  the  public  $  the  treasurer  for  the  time 
being,  in  consideration  thereof,  paying  to  such  of  the  said 
slaves  so  freed  and  discharged  from  servitude  as  aforesaid, 
the  sum  of  ten  pounds  per  annum  towards  his,  her,  or  their 
maintenance  and  support  during  life;  and  in  case  of  any  such 
mutilation  or  dismembering  of  any  slave  or  slaves  being  com- 
mitted as -aforesaid,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the 
said  guardians,  or  any  one  or  more  of  them,  upon  complaint 
and  application  to  him  or  them  made  by  such  slave  or  slaves 
so  mutilated,  and  they  are  hereby  required,  upon  view  and 
certainty  of  the  fact,  to  send  such  slave  or  slaves  so  muti- 
lated forthwith  to  the  nearest  cage  where  such  offence  shall 
have  been  committed ;  and  if  such  complaint  and  informa- 
tion that  any  slave  or  slaves  is  or  are  so  mutilated  shall  arise 
from  the  probable  intelligence  of  any  other  slave,  or  other- 
wise, to  issue  their  or  his  warrant  to  any  constable,  ordering 
*        him.  immediately  to  proceed  to  the  place  where  such  slave  or 
slaves  so  mutilated  may  be,  and  bring  him,  her,  or  them,  and 
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if  under  confinement,  to  release  and  bring  him,  her,  or  them 
before  such  guardian  or  guardians,  who  on  view  and  cer- 
tainty of  the  fact  a*  aforesaid,  shall  send  such  slave  or  slaves 
so-mutilated,  to  the  nearest  cage  as  aforesaid  j  which  slave 
or  slaves  shall  be  there  safely  kept  by  the  cage-keeper,  but 
not  worked,  at  the  public  expense,  until  the  determination 
of  the  prosecution,  which  the  said  guardians  are  hereby  di- 
rected and  required  to  pursue  and  carry  into  effect  against 
the  perpetrators  of  the  said  mutilations,  in  manner  aforesaid  $ 
and  the  keeper  of  such  cage  is  hereby  required  to  receive 
such  slave  or  slaves  into  his'  custody,  and  during  such  time 
as  such  slave  or  slaves  shall  be  detained  in  the  cage,  to  pro* 
vide  and  allow  a  sufficient  quantity  of  proper  food  daily  for 
his,  her,  or  their  sustenance  and  support,  at  the  expense  of 
the  person  offending  as  aforesaid,  and  under  the  direction 
and  approbation  of  the  said  guardians,  who  are  hereby  au- 
thorized to  issue  their  warrant  for  payment  of  the  same,  to 
be  levied  on  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  offender. 

Assembly  to  appoint  guardians   on  the  first   meeting 
thereof,  every  year. 

Guardians  to  take  the  following  oath  :~ 
«  I,  4.  B.do  swear,  that  1  will  diligently,  truly,  faithfully, 
and  impartially  perform  the  office  of  Guardian  of  Slaves, 
in  the  parish  of  *    [or,  the  town  of  Saint 

George]  for  which  I  am  appointed  this  present  year, 
and  will  not,  for  favour  aad  affection,  or  any  other  con- 
sideration whatsoever,  excuse  any  person  or  persons 
offending  against,  or  neglecting  his,  her,  or  their  duty, 
as  enjoined  by  an  act,  intituled,  '  An  Act  for  the  better 
protection,  and  for  promoting  the  natural  increase  aad 
population  of  Slaves  within  the  Island  of  Grenada,  and 
such  of  the  Grenadines  as  are  annexed  to  the  govern- 
.  ment  thereof;  for  compelling  an  adequate  provision  for 
and  care  of  them,  as  well  in  sickness  and  old  age  as  in 
health  j  and  for  constituting  and  appointing  guardians 
to  effectuate  and  carry  into  execution  the  regulations 
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and  purposes  of  this  act/  nor  will  1,  for  hatred,  malice, 
ill-will  or  partiality,  prosecute,  present  or  punish  any 
one,  hot  in  all  things  will  comply  with,  *  and  conform 
to,  the  directions,  orders,  and  duty  enjoined  me  by  the 
said  act,  according  to  the  best  of  my  understanding, 
skill,  power,  and  judgment.-— So  help  me  God." 
Penalty  of  fifty  pounds  on  guardian  refusing  to  act,  or  to 
be  sworn,  &c.    Guardians  having  served  one  year,  not  com- 
pellable to  serve  again  until  the  expiration  of  two  years* 

Guardians  required  once  in  every  six  months  to  visit  the 
estates  in  their  several  districts, 'to  hear  and  inquire  into  the 
complaints,  and  to  inspect  the  grounds,  &c.  of  the  staves. 
And  to  examine  manager,  &c.  respecting  any  suspicious  cir- 
cumstance relative  to  their  treatment,  &e-  Manager  to  take 
an  oath  to  give  true  answers,  and  be  fined  fifty  pounds  on 
refusing  to  be  sworn  5  and  to  be  prosecuted  for  perjury  on 
false  swearing. 

Persons  manumitting  slaves  to  pay  one  hundred  pounds 
into  the  public  treasury ;  the  treasurer  is  directed  and  required 
to  certify  on  the  back  of  the  manumission,  that  such  sum 
has  been  to  him  paid $  and  no  manumission  executed  after 
the  publication  of  this  act,  without  such  certificate,  shall  be 
of  ariy  force  or  validity  whatsoever. 

Each  person  manumitted,  to  receive  ten  pounds  annually 
during  life ;  to  be  paid  every  six  months. 

Any  manumitted  person  being  absent,  may  receive  his 
annuity,  on  producing  a  proper  certificate  from  his  place  of 
residence. 

Persons  manumitted,  being  convicted  of  any  heinous 
offence  or  disorderly  conduct,  shall  forfeit  the  annuity,  or 
part,  in  proportion  to  the  heinousness  of  the  offence. 

Persons  whose  usual  residence  has  been  in  this  govern- 
ment, and  obtaining  a  manumission  in  any  other  place, 
deemed  void,  until  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  be  paid 
by  every  such  person  into  the  treasury. 
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Penalties  and  forfeitures  are  to  be  recovered  in  the  court 
of  common  pleas. 

Guardians  being  sued  or  molested,  to  plead  the  general 
issue. 

Act  to  remain  in  force  for  two  years,  and  till  further  pro* 
vision  wade* 

An  Act  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  Act,  commonly  called  4<  The 
Guardian  Act"  as  gives  an  annuity  of  ten  pounds  to  any 
slave  manumitted,  aoccrding  to  the  direction  of  that  act; 
and  for  certain  other  purposes, — [25th  October,  1806.] 

The  20tb»  21st,  and  part  of  23d  clauses  of  the  before  re* 
cited  act  giving  an  annuity  of  10Z.  to  be  repealed,,  but  this 
act  not  to  extend  to  the  annuities  of  those  who  have  already 
paid  the  100Z. 

Every  owner  manumitting  his  slave  to  pay  the  treasurer 
of  the  island  100/.  And  no  manumission  will  be  admitted 
until  a  certificate  of  the  money  paid,  is  entered  ou  the  manu- 
mission, and  recorded  in  the  register's  office.  • 

No  other  evidence  of  freedom  will  be  received  unless  by 
such  certified  manumission;  or  a  copy  thereof  from  the 
register's  office,  if  the  original  is  lost. — This  to  be  deemed  a 
public  act. 


JAMAICA. 

An  Act  to  repeal  "  An  Act  for  the  better  Order  and  Govern* 
ment  of  the  Negroes  belonging  to  the  several  negro  tovms, 
and  for  preventing  them  from  purchasing  of  slaves;  and  for 
eneeuraging  the  said  negroes  to  go  in  pursuit  of  runaway 
times,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned}'  and  for 
giving  the  Maroon  negroes  further  protection  and  security ; 
far  altering  the  mode  of  trial,  and  for  other  purposes.— 
\?th  December,  179  L] 

Former  act  on  this  subject  repealed. 

If  Maroons  are  disobedient,  excite  or  join  in  tumults,  de- 
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part  without  leave,  or  stay  ont  longer  than  permitted,  they 
are  to  be  tried  and  punished  by  superintendent  and  negro 
officers* 

Governor  to  grant  a  general  commission  to  superinten- 
dents to  hold  courts.    They  are  to  report  proceedings  to  him. 

If  superintendents  or  negro  officers  are  neglectful  or 
partial,  they  are  to  be  tried  by  a  court  martial. 

On  complaint  of  robberies.  &c.  by  Maroons,  justices  to 
issue  warrants.  Slaves  to  be  evidence  against  them.  They 
are  to  be  tried  where  parochial  business  is  usually  transacted. 
Justice  to  call  in  two  other  justices,  (who  must  attend 
or  forfeit  twenty  pounds  each)  and  they  are  to  summon  a 
jury  ten  days  between  complaint  and  trial.  Jury  to  consist 
of  twelve  white  men,  and  be  sworn .  I  f  Maroon  found  guilty, 
justices  may  give  sentence  of  death,  transportation.  &c. 
Unless  for  rebellion,  governor  to  confirm  sentence  of  death 
or  transportation,  previous  to  execution. 

Challenges  must  not  be  made,  nor  form  objected  to. 
Executions  to  be  performed  publicly,  and  by  hanging  only. 
Only  one  to  suffer  for  the  same  offence. 

Maroons  not  to  be  worked  with  slaves. 

Court  to  inflict  punishment  for  false  evidence. 

Records  to  be  kept  by  clerk  of  peace  who  must  attend 
trials,  record  proceedings  in  five  days,  and  deliver  a  copy, 
under  penalty  of  twenty  pounds.  He  is  to  be  paid  five 
pounds.  Deputy  marshal  to  attend  at  trials  and  executions, 
under  penalty  of  twenty  pounds,  and  be  paid  five  pounds. 
When  it  is  deemed  necessary,  Maroons  may  be  tried  in  county 
towns.  Security  to  be  given  for  their  appearance  there  in  a 
month.  If  security  not  given,  justice  may  commit  offenders 
and  witnesses.    Expenses  of  trials  to  be  paid  by  the  public. 

Superintendent,  &c.  not  to  permit  any  large  assembly  of 
slaves  in  the  day,  nor  any  meetings  in  the  night,  under  pain 
of  being  broke.    Complaint  to  be  made  in  ten  days. 

Maroons  inveigling  or  harbouring  slaves,  to  be  trans- 
ported. 
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If  they  quit  their  towns  without  leave,  or  stay  out  seven 
days  beyond  their  time,  the  marshal  of  the  precinct,  under 
penalty  of  twenty  pounds,  to  send  them  home  for  trial. 

Slaves  purchased  by  them  to  be  forfeited.  Persons  selling 
slaves  to  them,  or  buying  any  in  trust  for  them,  to  forfeit 
one  hundred  pounds. 

Superintendents  on  sending  out  parties  are  to  give  orders 
to  the  commanding  officer  of  such  party,  specifying  at  whose 
request  such  party  is  ordered  out,  the  names  of  the  officers 
and  men  composing  such  party,  and  the  time  when  such 
party  is  to  return j  and  that,  on  the  return  of  such  party,  the 
superintendent  in  the  town  from  whence  sueh  party  was  sent 
out,  shall  and  he  is  hereby  obliged  to  make  oath,  on  the  back 
of  such  order  or  orders,  that  the  service  on  which  such  party 
or  parties  were  sent  out,  was  duly  performed,  or  as  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  may  happen  to  be ;  which  oath  any 
magistrate  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  admi- 
nister: provided  always,  that  no  superintendent  shall  order 
any  party  to  remain  out  at  any  time  exceeding  twenty  days. 

Maroons  to  have  forty  shillings  and  mile  money  for  every 
runaway  they  take  while  on  parties j  and  twenty  shillings  for 
those  taken  when  not  on  parties.  If  payment  refused,  ma* 
gistrate,  under  penalty  of  twenty  pounds  to  issue  a  distress 
warrant.  No  Maroon  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  more  money 
than  one  shilling  per  mile  for  the  first  five  miles,  and  sixpence 
for  every  mile  exceeding  that,  either  to  tjie  next  workhouse, 
or  to  the  proprietor's  house  next  adjoining  the  spot  where  he 
took  up  the  negro  or  other  slave. 

White  people  not  to  employ  Maroons  without  written 
agreement,  under  penalty  of  twenty  pounds. 

Debts  owing  to  or  from  Maroons,  to  be  settled  as  di- 
rected by  9  Geo.  II.  cap.  9. 

If  white  or  free  persons  assault  Maroons,  they  may  be 
prosecuted,  and  |>unished  by  fine  or  imprisonment,  or  both. 

Superintendent  to  make  quarterly  returns  j  and  not  be 
absent  from  his  town  above  a  fortnight  without  leave.  If  he 
fails  in  those  respects,  he  may  be  broke. 
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Maroons  to  repair  roads,  being  paid,  not  exceeding  fifty 
pounds  per  annum  for  each  town. 

Maroon  parties  to  be  paid  by  the  receiver-general  for  the 
time  being,  to  the  officer  among  the  negroes  in  each  party  in 
the  rank  of  a  captain,  two  shillings  and  sixpence  per  day; 
for  lieutenant,  one  shilling  and  threepence  per  day;  and 
every  common  man,  one  ryal  per  day,  when  on  actual  duty, 
and  no  longer,  and  have  provisions  and  ammunition  5  not 
more  than  twelve  men  to  be  in  each  party. 

When  Maroons  wish  to  live  out  of  the  negro  towns,  they 
are  to  resign  their  lands  at  quarter  sessions. 

Magistrates  to  have  their  declaration  recorded,  and,  undet 
penalty  of  twenty  pounds,  give  them  a  copy  of  it. 

They  are  then  to  be  no  longer  subject  to  the  superin* 
tendent,  but  enjoy  the  privileges  of  free  people.  Men  must 
enlist  in  the  militia. 

This  act  to  be  explained  to  Maroons,  quarterly. 

Persons  of  jurors,  &c.  protected. 

Maroons  sentenced  to  be  transported,  are  to  be  sold  by 
receiver-general.    If  they  return,  they  suffer  death. 

Penalties  under  twenty  pounds  to  be  recovered  in  a 
summary  manner  by  distress  and  sale,  and  above  that  in  the 
courts.    One  half  to  the  king,  half  to  the  informer. 

This  act  not  to  abridge  the  governor's  power;  but  he 
cannot  send  any  persons  off  the  island  against  their  will. 

An  Act  to  repeal  an  act,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  regulate  the 
Sales  of  newly  imported  Negroes,  and  to  prevent,  as  Jar  as 
possible,  the  separation  of  different  branches  of  the  same 
family ,"  and  to  regulate  the  sales  of  newly  imported  negroes; 
and  to  prevent  as  far  as  possible,  the  separation  of  different 
branches  of  the  same  family. — \\Oth  May,  1792.] 

New  negroes  not  to  be  sold  on  board  vessels,  but  a  pro- 
per place  to  be  procured  on  shore  for  the  sale,  under  penalty 
of  five  hundred  pounds. 
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Factor  to  swear  that  he  has  classed  relations  together. 
Penalties  to  be  recovered  in  the  supreme  court.    Half  to     > 
the  king  j  half  to  the  informer. 

An  Act  to  repeal  certain  acts  and  clauses  and  parts  of  acts 
therein  mentioned,  to  prevent  the  hiding,  concealing,  in- 
veigling, detaining,  knowingly  harbouring  or  employing  the 
slaves  of  others;  to  prevent  the  transportation  of  slaves  by 
mortgagers  and  tenants  for  life  and  years;  and  for  regu- 
lating abuses  committed  by  slaves. — [llth  Dec.  1795.] 

Although  the  act  99  Geo.  III.  c.  3.  be  expired,  the  pro* 
visions  in  clause  1,  are  to  remain  in  force. 

Sending  off  the  island,  marking  or  defacing  marks  of 
other  persons'  slaves,  made  felony  without  benefit  of  clergy; 
aa  well  as  stealing  slaves  with  intent  to  send  them  off,  but 
is  not  to  work  corruption  of  blood. 

Persons  who  conceal,  inveigle,  &c.  the  slaves  of  others, 
to  forfeit  one  hundred  pounds  and  be  imprisoned,  but  not  if 
they  got  possession  of  them  in  a  regular  manner. 

Persons  who  under  pretence,  of  title,  detain  slaves,  whom 
others  have  had  for  six  months,  to  forfeit  one  hundred 
pounds. 

Persons  detaining  leased  slaves  beyond  the  time,  to  suffer 
as  inveiglers  j  unless  at  expiration  of  the  term,  the  slaves 
are  ran  away.    Oath  of  lessee  to  be  admitted. 

Chief  justice,  &c.  on  complaint,  to  issue  warrants  to 
apprehend  offenders,  and  commit  them  to  prison,  or  admit 
them  to  bail  till  trial,  which  must  be  in  ten  days. 

Jury  to  be  summoned  to  meet  where  parochial  business 
is  transacted,  for  trial  of  offenders  within  that  time,  from 
which  jury  no  person  is  to  be  exempt. 

Inveigled  slaves  also  to  be  apprehended,  that  they  may  be 
produced  at  the  trial. 

Witnesses  refusing  or  neglecting  to  attend,  to  be  fined, 
and  fine  distrained  for ;  and  in  want  of  distress,  their  persons 
imprisoned. 
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Provost  marshal  to  produce  such  persons  in  nis  custody  as 
may  be  deemed  material  for  examination. 

Warrants  to  be  returned  under  penalty  of  fifty«-pounds. 

Magistrates  may  on  good  cause,  adjourn  from  time  to 
time  not  exceeding  ten  days  at  each  adjournment. 

Chief  justice,  &c.  authorized  to  carry  this  act  into  execu- 
tion. Complaint  being  made  to  one  justice,  he,  under  pe- 
nalty of  fifty  pounds,  must  call  in  an  associate,  who,  under 
like  penalty,  must  assist.  Complaint  to  be  made  in  a  limited 
time. 

Magistrates  empowered  to  fine  jurors  not  attending. 

Clerk  of  the  peace  to  attend  the  trial  and  draw  up  the 
charge,  and  to  record  in  his  office  affidavits,  &c.  but  not  ex* 
animations. 

Magistrate  to  inquire  into  the  charge  by  the  oaths  of 
twelve  freeholders. 

Owners  of  inveigled  slaves  allowed  as  good  evidences, 
although  they  prosecute. 

Jurors  not  to  depart  till  they  return  their  inquest. 

Inquest  being  returned,  magistrates  to  pronounce  sen- 
tence, and  order  delivery  of  the  slaves.  Inquest  to  bar  other 
charges. 

Proceedings  not  to  be  removed  till  after  judgment,  nor 
be  set  aside  for  want  of  form. 

Clerk  of  the  peace  to  have  one  pound  each  day  for  at- 
tending, and  five  pounds  for  recording  the  proceedings  >  and 
on  neglect  of  duty  is  to  forfeit  one  hundred  pounds. 

Expenses  awarded  to  be  paid  to  the  defendant,  in  case  of 
acquittal,  or  prosecutor  committed. 

Fines  imposed,  by  this  act,  to  be  levied  by  distress  and 
sale,  and  if  no  goods,  offender  to  be  imprisoned  till  payment. 
Fines  to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  receiver-general, 
lines  on  justices,  to  be  recovered  by  bill,  plaint  or  informa- 
tion in  the  supreme  court. 

Prosecutor  if  not  examined  as  a  witness,  to  have  half 
the  penalties;  if  he  is,  the  whole  to  the  government. 
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Clerk  of  the  peace  to  draw  the  jury  by  ballot. 

Martial  law  not  to  interrupt  proceedings. 

All  parties  attending  these  trials,  protected  in  their 
persons. 

Persons  maliciously  prosecuted,  to  have  redress  in  the 
supreme  court. 

Replevins  being  brought  against  marshals  for  slave?,  to 
be  advertised  four  weeks  previous  to  trials. 

Mortgaged  slaves,  &c.  not  to  be  sent  off  the  island  with- 
out order  of  law,  under  the  penalty  of  one  hundred  pounds. 

Persons  letting  houses  to  slaves,  suffering  them  to  build 
any,  permitting  them  to  work  without  a  license,  or  go  where 
they  please,  to  forfeit  twenty  pouads,  to  be  recovered  by  sum- 
mary process.    Half  to  the  king ;  half  to  the  informer. 

Justices  to  order  houses,  &c.  of  slaves  to  be  pulled  down, 
under  the  penalty  of  fifty  pounds  for  neglect  or  refusal. 

Penalty  of  one  hundred  pounds  on  the  provost-marshal, 
if  any  person  committed  under  this  act  escape  from  prison. 

An  Act  to  make  provision  for  the  families  of  such  free  people 
of  colour,  and  of  free  negroes  enrolled  in  the  militia,  as 
shall  be  killed  or  disabled  in  the  public  service.— [%2d  De- 
cember, 1795.] 

If  persons  herein  mentioned  be  killed,  their  families  are 
to  have  annuities  at  discretion  of  justices  and  vestry 5  which 
are  to  be  paid  by  receiver-general  on  his  having  certificates.— 
No  annuity  to  exceed  fifty  pounds.—* If  mothers  die,  children 
to  have  annuities  till  sixteen  years  of  age 5  such  persons,  if 
disabled,  are  to  have  annuities,  not  exceeding  seventy  pounds, 
while  they  remain  in  the  island,  and  are  incapable  of  militia 
duty. 

An  Act  to  amend  an  act  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fifty-eight,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  ascertain  and 
establish  the  boundaries  of  Trelateney  Town,  and  to  settle 
and  allot  one  thousand  acres  of  land  for  Accompong9s  Town, 
vol.  iv.  k 
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and  to  ascertain  the  boundaries  thereof;**  and  to  appoint  cer- 
tain commissioners  to  sell  the  lands  granted  to  the  Trelawney 
Maroons,  with  a  reservation  of  so  much  thereof  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  use  of  the  troops  that  may  be  quartered 
there.— [1st  May,  1796.] 

31  Geo.  II.  cap.  9.  The  negroes  of  Trelawney  town 
having  revolted,  are  declared  to  have  forfeited  their  claim  to 
the  lands  described  in  the  above  act. 

Commissioners  of  board  of  works  appointed  commis- 
sioners to  sell  the  fifteen  hundred  acres  of  land  formerly 
allotted  to  Trelawney  town ;  and  two  months'  notice  of  the 
sale  to  be  given.  , 

In  case  cash  or  island  certificates  cannot  be  obtained  from 
the  purchasers,  Credit  may  be  given  on  security,  and  a  deposit 
of  ten  per  cent,  of  purchase-money.— Three  hundred  acres  to 
be  reserved  for  the  use  of  his  Majesty's  troops. 

The  purchase-money,  or  security  for  the  same,  to  be 
lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  receiver-general. 

A  surveyor  to  be  appointed,  who  is  to  lay  out  the  land  in 
lots  of  one  hundred  acres. 

Receiver-general  to  have  a  commission  of  two  and  a  half 
per  cent. 

An  Act  to  prevent  the  return  to  this  island  of  the  rebellious 
Maroons  of  Trelawney  Town,  sentenced  to  transportation ; 
and  for  other  purposes. — [1st  May,  1796.]  , 

The  negroes  of  Trelawney  Town  having,  broke  oat  into 
rebellion,  and  been  compelled  to  sue  for  mercy,  are  to  be 
transported  from  the  island;  and  if  they  escape  from  con- 
finement, or  return  from  transportation,  they  are  to  be  tried 
by  32  Geo.  III.  cap.  4.  and  on  conviction  to  suffer  death* 

Persons  aiding  them  to  escape,  or  harbouring  them  after 
their  return,  guilty  of  felony. 


APPENDIX!  147 

An  Act  to  prevent  any  intercourse  and  communication  between 
the  slaves  of  this  island,  and  foreign  slaves  of  a  certain 
description  -,  and  for  other  purposes.— [14th  March,  1799.] 

All  slaves  who  have  resided  in  St.  Domingo,  or  any  other 
island,  &c.  belonging  to,  or  under  government  of  France, 
since  23d  August,  1791,  to  be  exported  within  six  months, 
under  penalty  of  two  hundred  pounds  for  each $  except  such 
as  have  been  certified  under  35  6.  III.  cap.  £3.  or  36  O.  III. 
cap.  19.  as  well  as  domestic  slaves  of  French  persons  in 
Kingston  or  Port-Royal,  who  shall  obtain  certificates. 

No  such  slaves  to  be  sold,  manumised  or  purchased,  ex- 

■ 

cept  for  exportation,  under  penalty  of  three  hundred  pounds. 

■         

Former  as  well  as  future  sales  of  such  slaves  declared 
void  i  except  in  small  numbers  from  one  person  to  another ; 
and  these  must  also  be  exported. 

After  six  months,  no  French  slaves,  as  above  described, 
to  be  hired,  possessed,  harboured,  or  entertained  in,  nor  to  be 
brought  into  this  island  $  and  no  foreign  slaves,  as  before 
described,  to  remain  in  this  island;  except  domestic  slaves 
having  certificates,  who  may  abide,  and  be  hired  or  employed 
in  Kingston  and  Port-Royal. 

On  information,  or  suspicion  of  foreign  slaves  being 
hired,,  harboured,  Jcc.  after  the  time  limited  by  law,  any,  ma- 
gistrate may  associate  two  others  with  himself,  and  inquire 
into  the  grounds  thereof;  and  if  well  founded,  may  summon 
parties  to  produce  such  slaves,  and  witnesses  to  give  evidence 
respecting  them. 

If  persons  summoned  shut  their  gates,  or  otherwise  pre- 
vent or  evade  the  service,  copy  of  summons,  affixed  to  or  left 
at  dwelling  to  be  good  service. 

Persons  disobeying  such  summons,  or  behaving  contuma- 
ciously before  the  magistrates,  may  be  committed  to  gaol  for 
three  months. 

Persons  convicted  of  hiring  or  entertaining  such  slaves, 
contrary  to  law,  to  be  fined  two  hundred  pounds  for  each 
slave  hired,  &c.  besides  two  hundred  pounds  for  each  such 
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slave  they  refuse  or  neglect  ta  produce  before  the  magistrates, 
and  to  be  imprisoned  until  fine  paid. 

Informer  may  prosecute,  but  penalty  on  conviction  to  go 
to  the  public. 

On  refusal  to  produce  such  slaves  before  magistrates 
when  summoned,  warrant  to  be  issued  for  their  apprehension. 

Persons  resisting  such  warrant  to  forfeit  two  hundred 
pounds. 

Deputy-marshals  making  other  levies  in  civil  causes, 
while  executing  such  warrants,  levies  to  be  void.  The  officer 
to  be  liable  to  all  damages,  and,  on  conviction,  to  be  im- 
prisoned for  six  months. 

Proceedings  against  such  slaves  declared  to  be  a  criminal 
process,  and  only  such  descriptions  as  may  identify  them 
necessary. 

Proscribed  slaves  produced  before  magistrates,  or  appre- 
hended by  warrant,  to  be  committed  to  gaol  until  transported, 
unless  proof  is  made  that  they  are  not  of  such  description. 

Justices  to  issue  their  order  to  provost-marshal  to  sell 
such  slaves  for  transportation.  Copy  of  proceedings,  and 
order  to  be  sent  to  clerk  of  peace  to  be  recorded.  Penalty  of 
five  hundred  pounds  on  gaol-keepers  refusing  to  receive  and 
detain  such  slaves. 

Provost-marshal  to  execute  such  order  of  justices  as  soon 
as  may  be,  under  penalty  of  five  hundred  pounds.  Sales  to 
be  advertised  for  two  weeks. 

Purchasers  of  such  slaves  to  give  bond  in  five  hundred 
pounds  penalty,  to  export  them  within  thirty  days,  and  to 
keep  them  in  confinement  during  that  time;  bond  to  be 
lodged  in  clerk  of  peace's  office. 

Purchaser  to  make  oath,  that  slaves  shall  be  exported,  and 
thai  they  shall  not  be  relanded. 

No  slave  to  be  delivered  until  bond  taken,  and  oath  made, 
under  penalty  of  three  hundred  pounds  on  provost-marshal, 
&c.  and  if  slave  found  again,  to  be  forfeited. 

Such  slaves  going  at  large,  may  be  apprehended  by  any 
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person,  and  on  due  proof,  resold  by  order  of  a  magistrate, 
for  transportation,  and  one  moiety  of  the  proceeds  to  be  paid 
to  the  informer. 

Foreign  persons  of  colour  or  negroes  going  at  large,  ex- 
cept on  the  properties  they  belong  to  (unless  protected  under 
39  Geo.  III.  cap.  30,  or  by  certificate,  or  under  the  care  of  a 

*  « 

white  person  conducting  them  for  transportation)  to  be  ap- 
prehended and  carried  before  a  magistrate,  who  is  to  associate 
with  two  others,  and  take  examination  j  and  unless  residence 
be  sanctioned,  to  commit  them  to  gaol,  and  cause  them  to  be 
sold  for  transportation. 

In  such  cases  where  there  is  doubt,  the  onus  probandi  to 
lie  on  the  claimant. 

Slaves  formerly  transported  from  this  island,  already  re- 
turned, or  who  may.  return  thereto,  to  be  treated  in  all 
respects  as  proscribed  slaves.  * 

.  If  foreign  slaves  are  found  employed  in  droggers,  &c. 
the  vessel  to  be  seized  and  condemned. 

.  In  such  case,  the  slaves  to  be  sold  for  transportation. 
Proviso.  Not  to  extend  to  vessels  in  foreign  trade,  or  trading 
under  free  port  acts. 

Foreign  seafaring  slaves  not  to  go  about  at  large  on  shore, 
under  pain  of  being  apprehended  and  dealt  with  as  proscribed 
slaves,  if  of  that  description  \  and  of  being  sent  to  the  work- 
house if  they  are  not. 

Foreigners  or  negroes  found  exciting  sedition,  or  sus- 
pected thereof,  to  be  apprehended  and  committed  to  gaol  for 
trial:  (in  which  the  evidence  of  slaves  is  to  be  admitted)  and 
if  convicted,  to  suffer  death.  In  doubtful  cases,  transporta- 
tion for  life. 

Regulations  for  foreign  slaves  in  Kingston  and  Port 
Royal  i  the  owners  of  such,  on  thirty  days  from  25th  March, 
annually,  are  to  give  in  their  names  and  descriptions  at  clerk 
of  peace's  office,  and  certificates  are  to  be  granted  them  5  to 
be  in  force  for  qne  year*    Slaves  to  be  registered. 

No  stamp  duty  or  fee  on  certificates  5  and  if  lost,  they 
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may  be  renewed,  paying  a  fee  of  two  shilling!  and  sixpence 
to  clerk  of  the  peace. 

Clerk  of  peace  to  make  return  to  custos  of  certificates 
granted  annually,  in  forty  days  from  25th  of  March,  which 
is  to  be  transmitted  to  governor,  under  penalty  of  one  hun- 
dred pounds,  for  which  he  is  to  receive  one  hundred  pounds 
yearly,  by  an  order  on  receiver-general. 

No  foreign  domestic  slaves  to  be  hired  out,  tyut  in  Kingston 
or  Port- Royal,  nor  to  be  sent  into  the  country  (in  which 
cases,  certificate  of  no  avail)  nor  to  be  hired  on  board  vessels, 

*  »  *  »    ,     » 

under  one  hundred  pounds  penalty.  In  case  of  seizure  of 
vessel,  for  having  such  slaves,  onus  probandi  to  lie  on 
claimant.  '  Proviso.  Foreign  slaves  who  have  never  been  in 
St.  pomingo,  or  any  other  \sland,  &c.  belonging  to  France, 
or  to  any  nation  at  wax  with  Great  Britain  since  hostilities 
commenced,  as  well  as  those  who  quitted  St.  Domingo,  &c. 
before  23d  August,  1791,  not  affected  by  this  act.  '    ' 

Persons  swearing  falsely  to  obtain  certificates,  guilty  of 
perjurv. 

In  case  of  suspicious  slaves  being  brought  to  be  certifi- 
cated, they  are  to  be  proceeded  against  as  proscribed  Blares  j 
unless  proof  is  made  that  they  are  not  of  such  description. 

All  foreign  slaves  found  in  Kingston  or  Port-Royal  with- 
out certificates,  after  24th  April,  to  be  taken  up  and  examined 
(except  seafaring  slaves  on  the  wharfs)  and  if  certificate  lost, 
by  negligence,  owner  to  be  fined  ten  shillings,  and  slaves 
senjt  to  workhouse  j  but  if  it  appears  that  any  slave  appre- 
hended has  not  been  certificated,  they  are  to  be  proceeded 
against  as  directed  in  the  case  of  proscribed  slaves. 
'  Constables,  &c.  wilfully  destroying  certificates,  to  be 

fined  twenty  pounds. 

Governor,  by  proclamation,  may  order  all  foreign  do- 
paestic  slaves  to  be  exported,  and  in  ease  of  non-compliance, 
may  issue  his  warrant  to  provost-marshal  to  take  up  and 
confine  them. 

Masters  of  vessels,  on  arrival,  to  declare  on  oath  to  naval 
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officer,  if  slaves  on  board  his  vessel  other  than  the  crew, 
and  specify  particulars  in  writing.  Proviso.  Vessels  from 
the  coast  of  Africa  excepted. 

Masters  of  vessels  neglecting  to  declare,  to  forfeit  seventy 
pounds  for  each  slave  found  on  board  $  to  be  recovered  before 
three  magistrates.    Vessel  to  be  detained  until  fine  paid. 

No  slave  to  be  landed  without  a  permit  from  naval  officer, 
under  penalty  of  two  hundred  pounds  and  six  months  im- 
prisonment. 

Naval  officer  to  grant  no  such  permits  under  penalty  of 
two  hundred  pounds,  unless  oath  be  made  by  the  owner,  that 
such  slave  is  not  of  the  description  before  proscribed. 

Person*  herein  swearing  falsely,  guilty  of  perjury. 

Qn  information  that  permits  have  been  fraudulently  ob- 
tained, slaves  to  be  apprehended  and  proceeded  against  as 
directed  in  respect  to  those  proscribed. 

Naval  officer  to  receive  a  fee  of  five  shillings  for  each 
permit,  including  the  declaration  list,  &c.  New  negroes  ex- 
cepted j  the  fee  to  be  paid  by  the  owner. 

foreign  slaves  tak.en  in  the  attempt  to  be  landed,  to  be 
proceeded  with  as  if  found  on  shore. 

Indemnity  for  persons  executing  this  act*  Actions  to  be 
commenced  within  six  months.  General  issue  may  be  pleaded* 
Treble  costs  to  defendant,  if  a  verdict  in  his  favour. 

Neglect  of  duty  in  agents  to  incur  a  penalty  of  one  hun- 
dred pounds. 

Penalties  to  be  recovered  in  the  supreme  court  of  judica- 
ture, or  in  the  courts  of  assise,  and  offenders  to  be  committed 
to  gaol  till  paid.    Half  to  the  king,  half  to  the  informer. 

36  Geo.  III.  cap.  19,  repeated.  Offences  committed 
uiujer  it,  punishable  as  before. 

An  Act  to  authorize  ana*  empower  the  commander-in-chief  for 
the  time  being  to  cause  parti?*  to  he  raised  and  fitted  out 
for  suppressing  any  rebellion*  and  for  going  in  pursuit  of, 
and  reducing  runaway  slaves. — [29rt  October,  1807.] 
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Governor  authorized,  on  application,  to  order  out  parties 
of  militia  in  pursuit  of  rebellious  or  runaway  slaves. 

When  the  exigency  of  the  case  requires  it,  those  parties 
may  be  drawn  from  different  adjoining  parishes. 

During  rebellion,  drafts  may  be  made  from  the  militia  in 
general. 

A  bounty  of  ten  pounds  to  be  paid  to  free  volunteers. 

Members  of  assembly,  custos,  &c.  to  be  commissioners 
for  the  purposes  of  this  act. 

They  may  contract  for  fresh  beef,  &c.  for  parties  j  and 
may  impress  cattle,  &c*  if  not  to  be  had  by  contract.  Pro- 
viso. That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  in  anywise  defeat 
or  interfere  with  any  contract  entered  into,  or  to  be  entered 
into,  for  the  subsistence  of  his  Majesty's  troops  quartered  in 
this  island. 

Commissioners  empowered  to  raise  shot  and  baggage 
negroes  for  parties.  Proviso.  That  the  number  of  the 
slaves  which  shall  be  required  from  the  several  and  respective 
estates  or  individuals  in  any  parish,  or  district  of  a  parish, 
shall  be  in  proportion  to  the  whole  number  belonging  to  such 
estate  or  individual. 

They  may  also  impress  cattle,  carts,  wains,  &c.  for  the 
public  service. 

Notice  to  be  given  to  estates  of  allotments  of  slaves* 
cattle,  &c.  In  case  of  refusal  to  furnish  allotments,  a  fine  of 
one  hundred  pounds  to  be  imposed,  and  a  warrant  for  im- 
pressing to  be  issued.  Provided  always,  that  no  chief  boiler, 
head  driver,  or  tradesman  shall  be  so  impressed. 

Commissioners  may  hire,  or,  on  necessity,  impress  boats, 
wherries,  &c.  for  public  service. 

Officers  commanding  parties  on  exigency,  may  impress 
carriages,  cattle,  &c.  giving  certificates  thereof  to  the  owners; 
who  are  to  receive  compensation,  to  be  ascertained. 

Slaves  to  be  valued,  and  if  killed  or  disabled,  their  owners 
to  receive  adequate  compensation  3  to  be  paid  by  receiver- 
general,  on  production  of  certificate.    If  not  paid,  to  bear 
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interest  from  date.    Slaves,  &c.  dying  in  public  service  to  be 
paid  for. 

Provision  for  families  of  free  persons  killed  in  public 
service  to  be  made  according  to  the  act  36  Geo.  III.  eap.  15, 
intituled,  "  An  Act  to  make  provision  for  the  families  of  such 
free  people  of  colour,  &c.  as  shall  be  killed  or  disabled  in 
the  public  service." 

Pay  of  parties :— commanding  officer  twenty  shillings 
per  diem;  other  commissioned  officers  fifteen  shillings  per 
diem;  non-commissioned,  seven  shillings  and  sixpence; 
private  white  man  five  shillings  5  free  Indian,  &c.  five  shil- 
lings 5  each  slave  three  shillings  and  sixpence  to  be  paid  to 
their  owners. 

Pay  only  while  on  duty  5  to  be  paid  to  commanding 
officer,  on  delivering  a  muster  roll  and  receipt. 

Rewards  to  parties  for  taking  or  killing  rebellious 
slaves : — fifteen  pounds  for  each  rebellious  negro,  &c.  killed ; 
twenty  pounds  for  each  taken  alive;  for  every  runaway 
slave  above  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  the  sum  of  ten  pounds, 
and  no  more  \  and  forty  shillings  for  every  negro,  mulatto, 
or  other  boy  or  girl,  under  fourteen  years  of  age,  which 
such  party  shall  bring  in  alive;  slaves  killed  to  be  certified 
on  oath  by  the  commanding  officer  or  two  other  officers. 

Rewards  divided  into  six  parts  : — one  among  the  com- 
missioned officers,  five  among  the  non-commissioned  and 
privates.  The  slaves  to  share  in  the  proportion  of  one 
third  less  than  free  men,  and  to  have  the  reward  for  their 
own  use. 

Rebellious  slave  taken  to  be  committed  to  gaol. 

Commissioned  officers  to  be  tried  by  a  general  court 
martial,  and  private  men  by  a  general  or  regimental  court 
martial,  according  to  their  offence. 

Persons  drafted  subject  to  trial  for  refusing  to  march. 

Orders  of  general  officers  on  the  staff  to  be  obeyed. 

Officers,  privates  and  slaves,  of  parties,  free  from  arrest. 

Commissioners  to  attest  accounts,  &c.  which  being  sworn 
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to  hy  claimant,  are  to  be  audited  by  commissioners  of  ac- 
counts; who  may  grant  certificates  for  the  same,  bearing 
interest. 

Commissioners  under  this  act  indemnified. 
AcfM  of  any  two  commissioners  to  be  valid. 
Penalty  of  fifty  poinds  on  commanding  officer,  &c.  for 
neglect  of  duty. 

Power  of  colonels  to  act  on  emergency  not  interfered 
^with. 

Penalties  under  twenty  pounds  are  to  be  recovered  by 
warrant  of , distraint  j  those  above  twenty  pounds  in  the 
,supreme  cqurt;  half  to  the  king,  half  to  the  informer. 

Indemnity  to  public  agents :— they  may  plead  the  general 
isa^e,  and  an  proving  that  they  acted  according  to  the  act, 
shall  have  treble  cQS,ts, 

An  Act  for  providing  a  maintenance  for  people  of  free  condi- 
tion confined  for  debt,  and  slaves  confined  in  the  county 
gaols  of  this  island. — [28th  November,  1807] 

Two  shillings  and  sixpence  per  diem  for  maintenance,  to 
be  allowed  .to  each  person  of  free  condition  cqnfined  for 
.debt  in  the  gaols  of  this  island,  also  five  shillings  per  week 
for  slaves  in  confinement.  Provided  nevertheless,  and  the 
.said  gaol-keeper  is  requir^,  under  the  like  penalty,  to  fur- 
nish every  debtor  or  slave  bei^g  sick,  jvith  such  necessaries 
:ffi  the  physician  -pr  surgeon  having  the  ipedicajL superintend- 
£noe  off  uc)}  gaol  shall  4irePt  in  writing  tp  be  provided ;  jra4 
in  order  to  make  compensation  to  the  said  gaol-keepers  for 
such  sums  as  they  shall  advance  in  pursuance  of  this  a*t,  it 
£hajl  be  lawful  for  them  to  charge  (after  the  rate  ,of  six 
jppurids  per  centum  per  apnugi  on  all  suops  actually  advanced 
by  them  from  the  time  of  ihejr  respective  advances,  and 
which  Jtoffil  be  aUpyved  and  paid  thaaaid  gaol-Jteepers. 

An  4?t  to  reppal  stpcral  act*  therm  mentioned  respecting 
doves,  to  declare  slam  assets  for  payment  of  debts  and 
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legacies,  and  in  what  manner  they  shall  descend  and  be 
held  as  property,  and  be  sold  and  conveyed  in  certain  cases. 
— 128th  November,  1807-] 

Whereas  on  the  expiration  of  a  certain  act,  intituled, 
"  An  Act  to  repeal  the  several  acts  and  clauses  of  acts  re- 
specting  slaves  therein  mentioned,  and  for  the  better  order 
and  government  of  slaves,  and  other  purposes,  the  several 
acts  and  clauses  of  acts  in  and  by  the  said  act  repealed,  will  » 

revive  and  be  in  force.    And  it  is  expedient  that  all  the  said 
acts  and  clauses  of  acts,  and  also  certain  other  enactments  re- 
specting slaves  should  be  and  stand  repealed,  to  the  end  that 
the  code  for  the  protection  and  government  of  slaves  may  Jt^e 
Simplified,  and  as  much  as  may  be  consolidated:     $e  it 
therefore  enacted,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted,  that  frpm  and 
after  the  first  day  of  December  next,  all  and  every  the  laws 
and  acts  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  every  part  thereof,  be 
and  stand'  repealed ;  any  thing  in  the  said  laws,  or  in  any 
other  law  contained,  to  the  contrary  in  any  anywise  notwith- 
standing;  videlicet,  An  Act  of  the  governor,  council,  and 
assembly  of  this  island,  intituled,  "An  Act  for  regulating 
servants,"  passed  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1681 ;  also  one 
other  act  of  the  lieutenant-governor,  council,  and  assembly, 
intituled,  tc  An  Act  for  the  better  order  and  government  of 
slaves,**' passed  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1696;  also  one  other 
act,  intituled,  "  An  Act  for  the  more  effectual  punishing  of 
crimes  committed  by  slaves,"  passed  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1717 j  also  one  other  act,  intituled,  "An  Act  for  the  en- 
couragement of  voluntary  parties  to  suppress  rebellious  and 
runaway  negroes,"  passed  in  the  year  of  our  Lord   1718  j 
also  one  other  act,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  inflict  further  anjl 
other  punishments  on  the  transgressors  of  two  several  acts, 
the  one  intituled,  '  An  Act  for  the  better  order  and  govern- 
ment  of  slaves,'  and  the  other  intituled,  '  An  /Vet  to  prevent 
the  enticing  or  enveigling  of  slaves  from  the  possessors,  and 
for  the  preventing  the  transportation  of  slaves  by  mortgagers 
and  tenants  for  life  and  years ;  and  for  regulating  abuses 
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committed  by  slaves/  "  passed  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1725 ; 
also  one  other  act  to  repeal  part  of  an  act,  intituled,  "  An 
Act  for  the  more  effectual  punishment  of  crimes  committed 
by  slaves,  and  to  oblige  the  several  parishes  to  pay  for  all 
negroes  executed  in  each  respective  parish/*  passed  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1740;  also  one  other  act,  intituled,  "An 
Act  to  explain  and  amend  an  Act,  intituled,  "  An  Act  for 
the  better  order  and  government  of  slaves,  and  for  making 
free  and  rewarding  a  negro  named  Hector,  belonging  to 
Thomas  Fuller,  esquire,  and  paying  his  said  master  the 
value  of  the  said  negro,' "  passed  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1744 ;  also  one  other  act,  intituled,  (i  An  Act  to  inflict 
further  and  other  punishments  on  runaway  slaves,  and  such 
as  shall  entertain  them,"  passed  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1749  -,  also  one  other 'act  to  amend  an  act,  intituled,  "  An 
Act  to  repeal  part  of  an  act,  intituled, '  An  Act  for  the  more 
effectual  punishment  of  crimes  committed  by  slaves,  and  to 
oblige  the  several  parishes  to  pay  for  all  negroes. executed  in 
each  respective  parish,* "  passed  in  the  said  year  of  our  Lord 
1749 ;  also,  "  An  Act  to  prevent  the  clandestine  killing  and 
-  marking  of  cattle,  and  for  the  better  regulating  of  hunting/' 
passed  in  the  said  year  of  our  Lord  1749 ;  also  one  other  act, 
intituled,  "  An  Act  to  explain  part  of  an  act,  intituled,  '  An 
Act  for  the  better  order  and  government  of  slaves,  and  for 
inflicting  further  and  other  punishments  on  persons  killing 
negroes  or  slaves/"  passed  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1751 » 
also  one  other  act,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  remedy  the  evils 
arising  from  irregular  assemblies  of  slaves,  and  to  prevent 
their  possessing  arms  and  ammunition,  and  going  from  place 
to  place  without  tickets,  and  for  preventing  the  practice  of 
obeah,  and  to  restrain  overseers  from  leaving  the  estates 
"under  their  care  on  certain  days,  and  to  oblige  all  free 
negroes,  mulattos  or  Indians,  to  register  their  names  in  the 
vestry-books  of  the  respective  parishes  of  this  island,  and  to 
carry  about  them  the  certificate,  and  wear  the  badge  of  their 
freedom  3  and  to  prevent  any  captain,  master  or  supercargo 
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of  any  Teasel  bringing  back  slaves  transported  off  this 
island,"  passed  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1760  5  also  one  other 
act,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  explain  and  amend  an  act,  inti- 
tuled, '  An  Act  to  remedy  the  evils  arising  from  irregular  as- 
semblies of  slaves,  and  to  prevent  their  possessing  arms  and 
ammunition,  and  going  from  place  to  place  without  tickets, 
and  for  preventing  the  practice  of  obeah,  and  to  restrain 
overseers  from  leaving  the  estates  under  their  care  on  certain 
days,  and  to  oblige  all  free  negroes,  mulattos  or  Indians,  to 
register  their  names  in  the  vestry-books  of  the  respective 
parishes  of  this  islaxid,  and  to  carry  about  them  the  certifi- 
cate, and  wear  the  badge  of  their  freedom ;  and  to  prevent 
any  captain,  master  or  supercargo  of  any  vessel  bringing 
back  slaves  transported  off  this  island,*'  passed  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  1761  j  also  one  other  act,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to 
repeal  an  act,  intituled,  '  An  Act  for  the  more  effectual  pre- 
venting negroes  and  other  slaves  from  deserting  from  their 
owners,  and  departing  from  this  island  in  a  clandestine  man- 
ner, and  to  punish  such  persons  as  shall  be  aiding,  assisting 
or  abetting  such  slaves  in  their  escape,  and  for  the  more 
effectual  preventing  negroes  and  other  slaves  from  deserting 
from  their  owners,  and  departing  from  this  island  in  a  clan- 
destine manner,  and  to  punish  such  persons  as  shall  be 
aiding,  assisting  or  abetting  such  slaves  in  their  escape,* " 
passed  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1771 ;  also  one  other  act, . 
passed  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1778,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to 
explain,  alter  and  amend  an  act,  passed  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1696,  intituled,  '  An  Act  for  the  better  order  and  go- 
vernment of  slaves  ,* "  and  also  one  other  act,  intituled,  "  An 
Act  to  repeal  several  acts  and  clauses  of  acts  respecting 
slaves,  and  for  the  better  order  and  government  of  slaves, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  the  twenty-second  day  of 
December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1787* 

Slaves  not  to  be  free  by  becoming  Christians ;  they  are 
to  be  taken  for  debts  when  no  other  effects  can  be  got. 

Their  children  stand  in  the  parents  situation  :  provided 
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nevertheless,  that  nothing  in  this  clause  shall  extend,  or  be 
construed  to  extend,  to  leases  heretofore  made,  any  thing  in 
this  or  any  other  act  to  the  contrary  in  anywise  notwith- 
standing. 

8  Gul.  III.  cap.  2,  clause  40  in  last  recited  act  to  be  con- 
sidered as  in  full  force,  it  having  been  made  void  by  mis- 
take. 

Slaves  for  dower  may  be  taken  for  debts.  Husband's 
sale  of  his  slaves  to  bar  the  widow. 

Books  to  be  kept,  wherein  entries  must  be  made  of  slaves 
bought  and  sold.  Substance  of  the  entries,  which  shall  con- 
firm titles  j  but  such  entries  not  to  be  effectual  to  transfer 
slaves  of  a  femme  covert.  Erasure  of  entries  to  be  punished 
like  erasure  of  records ;  also  a  clerk  refusing  to  make  entry 
when  legal  fee  tendered,  to  forfeit  ten  pounds. 

An  Act  for  the  protection,  subsisting,  clothing,  and  for  the  bet* 
ter  order,  regulation,  and  government  of  slates;  and  for 
other  purposes.— [14th  December,  1809.] 

Slaves  to  be  allowed  one  day  in  every  fortnight,  besides 
Sundays,  except  during  crop,  under  penalty  of  twenty 
pounds. 

Negro  grounds  to  be  inspected  every  month.  Where 
there  are  not  proper  lands,  each  slave  is  to  have  provision' 
equal  to  three  shillings  and  fourpence  per  week. 

Proper  clothing  to  be  given  to  slaves  annually,  under 
penalty  of  fifty  pounds". 

Yearly  accounts  to  be  given  in  of  the  provision  made  for 
and  clothing  delivered  to  slaves,  under  penalty  of  fifty 
pdunds. 

Possessors  of  slaVes  not  to  turn  them  away  oh  account  of 
infirmity,  but  keep  theni  on  their  properties,  and  provide  for 
them,  under  penalty  of  twenty  pounds.  Wandering  slaves 
may  be  taken  up  and  sent  to  the  workhouse  to  be  supported, 
till  possessor  summoned,  and  matter  inquired  into.    If  pos- 
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sessor  found  guilty  and  refuse  to  pay  penalty,  workhouse 
fees,  &c.  he  is  to  be  sent  to  gaol  till  he  pay. 

Justices  and  vestries  to  lay  taxes  for  support  of  disabled  ' 
negroes,  who  are  to  be  passed1  to  the  parishes  where  their 
former  owners  resided,  as  are  those  free  poor  who  have  been 
manumised.    Vestries  to  make  regulations  for  their  accom- 
modation. 

In  the  case  of  manumised  persons  becoming  burthensome 
to  any  parish,  such  parish  may  have  recourse  to  the  security- 
bond  entered  into  under  15  Geo.  III.  cap.  18. 

Property  of  owners  liable  for  support  of  deserted  slaves, 
though  not  in  the  parish  they  become  burthensome  to. 

Disabled  slaves,  the  property  of  insolvent  debtors,  in 
custody  of  provost  marshal,  may  be  removed  by  order  of  two 
magistrates  in  the  parish  where  their  owner  resided.  Such 
order  being  recorded  in  clerk  of  peace's  office,  provost  mar- 
shal and  his  deputies  indemnified  in  acting  under  it. 

If  negroes  afflicted  with  the  yaws  are  allowed  to  leave  the 
property  and  travel  about  the  country,  the  owner,  &c.  per- 
mitting the  same  to  forfeit  twenty  pounds  for  each. 

Field  slaves  are  to  have  half  an  hour  for  'breakfast,  and 
two  hours  for  dinner,  and  not  to  work  before  five  nor  after 
seven,  except  during  crop,  under  penalty  of  fifty  pounds. 

Slaves  to  be  allowed  the  usual  holidays ;  but  they  are  not 
to  have  two  successive  days,  except  at  Christmas.  If  per- 
sons allow  them  more  holidays  at  those  seasons,  they  forfeit 
fire  pounds. 

Slaves  taking  up  runaways,  or  discovering  their  being 
harboured,  are  to  be  rewarded  at  discretion  of  a  magistrate. 
If  they  kill  or  take  rebels  they  are  to  be  also  rewarded. 

Persons  wilfully  killing  slaves  to  suffer  death.  Blood 
not  corrupted  thereby. 

Persons  mutilating  slaves,  or  consenting  thereto,  may  be 
fined  one  hundred  pounds  and  imprisoned  twelve  months, 
besides  being  liable  to  an  action  of  damages.  Court  may  in 
atrocious  cases  manumit  mutilated   slaves,  and  order  the 
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penalty  to  be  paid  to  vestry,  who  are  to  allow  the  slaves  tea 
pounds  per  annum.  Slaves  complaining  to  a  magistrate  may 
be  sent  to  the  workhouse,  to  be  supported  and  attended  till 
meeting  of  vestry,  who  are  hereby  created  a  council  of  pro- 
tection, and  are  to  inquire  into  such  mutilations,  and  pro- 
secute the  offenders.  Owners  may  be  sued  for  costs.  Work- 
house keeper  to  produce  mutilated  slaves  at  first  vestry  under 
penalty  of  twenty  pounds. 

Justices  being  informed  that  slaves  are  mutilated  or  con- 
fined  without  support,  are  to  issue  their  warrants,  in  order 
that  they  may  be  brought  before  them. 

Persons  cruelly  beating  slaves,  or  confining  them  without 
support,  may  be  fined  and  imprisoned  at  discretion  of  the 
court,  and  also  be  liable  to  actions  of  damages. " 

No  slave  to  have  more  than  ten  lashes  at  a  time  for  one 
offence,  unless  the  owner,  &c.  or  supervisor,  &c.  be  present, 
nor  more  than  thirty-nine  on  any  account  in  one  day,  under 
penalty  of  not  less  than  ten  pounds  nor  more  than  twenty 
pounds. 

Penalty  of  from  five  pounds  to  fifty  pounds  on  persons 
putting  weights  or  chains  on  slaves,  or  iron  collars,  other 
than  a  light  iron  one  without  hooks,  to  indicate  that  such 
slave  is  an  incorrigible  runaway.  Justices  under  penalty  of 
one  hundred  pounds  to  have  such  collars,  &c.  taken  off. 

No  slave  to  travel  (unless  to  market)  without  a  ticket, 
under  penalty  of  forty  shillings  on  the  owner  &c.  if  he  can- 
not prove  he  gave  a  ticket,  or  that  the  slave  went  with- 
out his  consent.  If  justices  do  not  inflict  this  penalty,  they 
forfeit  five  pounds. 

Tickets  to  be  only  for  one  month.  Free  people  granting 
tickets  to  slaves  of  others  to  be  punished  as  the  court  shall 
direct.  White  people  doing  so  shall  also  be  punished  at  dis- 
cretion of  the  court.       v 

Penalty  of  fifty  pounds  for  not  endeavouring  to  suppress 
unlawful  assemblies  of  slaves.  Information  must  be  given 
within  fourteen  days.    Civil  and  military  officers  to  suppress 
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such  assemblies.  Overseers,  &c.  who  suffer  suoh  awemblhs 
to  be  imprisoned  six  months ;  if  information  given  within 
fourteen  days.  Slaves  may  have  diversions  on  the  proper- 
ties they  belong  to,  if  no  drums,  &c.  are  used  3  but  they 
must  be  over  by  ten  at  night  Negro  burials  to  be  over  by 
sunset,  or  owner,  &c.  forfeits  fifty  pounds.  Burials  in  the 
towns,  Ac.  must  also  be  over  before  sunset,  free  people 
suffering  assemblies  at  their  houses  to  be  imprisoned  5  if 
complained  of  in  fourteen  days. 

Owners,  &c.  of  slaves  knowingly  permitting  them  to 
keep  horses,  &c.  to  forfeit  thirty  pounds  for  each  offence. 
When  stock  given  in,  oath  to  be  made  that  none  of  the 
horses,  &c.  belong  to  any  slave,  under  penalty  of  thirty 
pounds  for  neglect  or  refusal.  Any  person  discovering 
horses,  &c.  belonging  to  slaves,  must  send  them  to  the 
pound.  Such  horses,  &c.  to  be  four  weeks  advertised,  and 
sold,  if  .not  claimed. 

Female  slaves  who  have  six  children  living  are  exempted 
from  hard  labour,  and  their  owners  from  taxes  for  them; 
proof  being  given  that  the  mother  and  children  are  living. 

Slaves  concerned  in  rebellion,  or  committing  murder, 
&c  to  suffer  death,  transportation,  &c. 

If  slaves  offer  violence  to  white  or  free  people,  court  to 
order  punishment 5  unless  sufficient  reason  shewn. 

Slaves  possessing  fire-arms  are  to  be  tried  and  punished 
by  death,  transportation,  or  other  punishment. 

Slaves  pretending  to  supernatural  power  may  be  sen- 
tenced to  death,  &c.  Slaves  preparing  or  giving  poison, 
though  death  does  not  ensue,  are  to  suffer  death.  Slaves 
having  any  poisonous  drugs,  pounded  glass,  &c.  in  their 
possession,  to  be  transported,  or  punished  at  the  discretion 
of  the  court. 

Slaves  found  at  any  meeting,  formed  for  administering 
unlawful  oaths,  &c.  are  to  be  punished  as  court  shall  direct* 
as  are  white  or  free  people  present  at  such  meeting.  Per* 
sons  having  knowledge  of  such  unlawful  meetings,  and  not 
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giving  information  thereof,  to  be  punished  at  discretion  of 
court. 

Slaves  stealing  horned  cattle,  sheep,  horses,  &c.  may  he 
condemned  to  death.  If  slaves  have  in  their  possession 
twenty  pounds  of  meat  unaccounted  for,  they  are  to  be 
whipped  not  exceeding  thirty-nine  lashes  5  and  if  above 
twenty  pounds,  justices  to  assign  punishment  not  affecting 
life. 

Slaves  maiming  or  injuring  horned  cattle,  horses,  &c.  to 

« 

be  punished  with  fifty  lashes,  or  two  months  hard  labour  j 
and  if  the  animal  die,  the  punishment  to  be  death,  trans- 
portation, or  confinement  to  hard  labour  for  life.  Wantonly 
cutting  and  chopping  any  other  slave,  discretionary  punish- 
ment, short  of  death $  second  offence  death,  or  transporter- 
tion4br  life. 

Slaves  clearing  their  grounds  by  fire  shall  be  punished  far 
misdemeanor.  Overseers,  &c.  having  knowledge  that  any 
fire  has  been  made  for  such  purpose,  and  not  doing  their 
utmost  to  extinguish  it,  to  be  fined  at  discretion  of  two 
justices. 

Slaves  absent  five  days,  or  found  eight  miles  from  home 
without  tickets,  to  be  deemed  runaways. 

Slaves  who  hare  been  here  two  years,  and  shall'ran  away 
for  six  months,  to  be  punished  as  the  court  shall  direct. 
Those  who  continue  absent  for  a  shorter  period,  not  more 
than  six  months,  to  be  flogged,  or  kept  to  hard  labour  for 
three  Aontfcte.  Slaves  harbouring  runaways  to^be  adjudged 
by  a  slave  court.  Owners,  ftc.  to  pay  ten  shillings  and  uiUe- 
ttoney  for  each  runaway  taken  up,  but  this  not  to  be  given 
to  the  Maroons  in  addition  to  the  established  reward  for 
them.  Runaways  to  be  conveyed  to  owners,  or  to  a  work- 
house or  nearest  gaol.  Workhouse  or  gaol-keeper  to  pay 
reward  and  ihile-money  under  penalty.  Workhouse  or  gaol- 
keeper  to  advertise  weekly,  in  each  eounty,  all  runaways  in 
their  possession,  and  full  descriptions  of  them,  under  penalty 
of  ten  pounds.    Charges  three  shillings  and  fourpence  for 
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each .  paper  per  month,  which  owner*  ate  to  i*imbur*e» 
Printer**  aeoouhts  to  be  paid  annually  by  treasurers.  Slav* 
may  toe  detained  till  advertising  is  paid  for,  as  watt  as  the 
reward,  with  twelve  and  half  per  cent.  Sixpence  per  dap 
far  maintenance,  twopence  per  .day  for  medical  care  where 
necessary*  which  changes  mast  be  attested.  The  owner  of  a 
stare aball  not  foe  answerable  for  workhouse  foes  during  the 
slave's  committal.  Slaves  in  confinement  to  have  sufficient 
provisions,  under  penalty  of  ten  pounds  5  that  is  to  any,  not 
tags 'than  one  quart  of  unground  Guinea  or  Indian  corn,  dr 
three  pints  of  the  flour  ar  meal  of  either,  or  three  pints  of 
Wheat  iour,  or  eight  foil-grown  plantains,  or  eight  pounds 
of  cocoas  or  yams,  and  also,  one  nesting  or  shad,  or  other 
salted  provisions  equal  thereto,  and  shall  also,  under  the 
like  penalty,  provide  and  supply  every  such  slave,  confined 
as  aforesaid,  with  good  and  sufficient  clothing  where  neeee* 
taiyt 

Public  notice  to  be  given  by  supervisors,  &c.  of  replevin*, 
Ac.  brought  against  them  for  slaves  in  the  workhouse.  If 
any  person  give  notice  to  supervisors,  &c.  of  an  intention  to 
tiefcfid'Such  actions,  supervisors  must  detain  in  custody  the 
slaves  in  dispute  under  penalty. 

Runaways  to  be  committed  to  workhouses  only. 

Slaves  attempting  to  depart  this  island,  or  assisting 
others  in  such  attempts,  may  be  sentenced  to  death.  Free 
people  of  colour  assisting  slaves  in  going  off,  are  to  be  trans- 
ported, and  suffer  death  if  they  return.  If  white  people 
do  so,  they  forfeit  three  hundred  pounds  for  each,  and  may 
be  imprisoned  a  year.  Accessaries  may  be  proceeded  against, 
though  principals  ne>  not  convicted. 

If  slaves,  not  authorized,  travel  with  dogs,  &e.  or  hunt 
with  instruments  of  death,  punishment  may  be  awarded  by 
two  justices.  On  complaint  of  felonies,  burglaries,  &e.  by 
slaves,  justice  to  issue  a  warrant.  Slaves  to  be  evidence 
against  each  other.  Justices  to  call  in  two  other  justices, 
(who  must  attend,  or  each  forfeit  twenty  pounds)  and  they 
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are  to  summon  a  jury,  from  which,  master  or  attorney,  Ac- 
are  excepted.     Jurors  not  attending  to  forfeit  five  pounds. 
Nine  persons  to  compose  a  jury.  If  slaves  convicted,  justices 
may  give  sentence  of  death,  transportation,  &c.    Justices 
may  suspend  execution  for  thirty  days,  if  they  see  cause  j 
and  must  do  it  on  application  of  the  jury j  except  in  cases 
of  rebellion,  when  they  may  order  immediate  execution. 
When  business  of  quarter  session  ended,  justices  to  form 
themselves  into  a  slave  court,  for  the  purpose  of  gaol  de- 
livery.   Not  less  than  three  justices  to  constitute  a  court  for 
trial  of  slaves  in  certain  cases.    Where-  slaves  are  indicted 
for  murder,  if  malice  prepense  do  not  appear,  verdict  of 
manslaughter   may  be  returned.     Jurors   summoned  for 
quarter  sessions  must  serve  in  slave  courts,  under  penalty  of 
five  pounds.    Penalty  of  ten  pounds  on  persons  warned  to 
attend  trials  and  neglecting  to  do  so.    Jurors,  witnesses, 
&c.  under  this  act,  protected  in  their  persons ;  and  slave* 
from  being  levied  on.    Records  to  be  kept  by  clerk  of  the 
peace,  who  must  attend  trials,  and  record  proceedings  in 
thirty  days,  under  penalty  of  twenty  pounds.    Deputy  mar- 
shals must  warn  jurors,  and  attend  at  such  trials, '  under 
penalty  of  fifty  pounds.    Punishment  on  slaves  for  giving 
false  evidence,  to  be  the  same  as  the  accused  would  have 
suffered  if  guilty.    If  slaves,  against  whopi  warrants  are 
issued,  are  concealed  by  owners,  &c.  they  forfeit  one  hun- 
dred pounds.    Six  days  notice  of  trial  to  be  given  to  owners, 
&c.  of  slaves.    Where  owners  reside  in  a  different  pariah  to 
that  in  which  their  slaves  may  have  committed  offences,  and 
are  to  be  tried,  the  notice  to  be  transmitted  to  the  clerk  of 
the  peace  of  the  parish  where  the  owner  resides.    Execution 
must  be  public  and  solemn.  Slaves  sentenced  to  be  executed 
or  transported  to  be  valued  by  the  court.    Provost  marshal 
must  execute  orders  of  slave-courts  as  soon  as  possible,  under 
penalty  of  two  hundred  pounds.    Valuation  of  slaves  sen- 
tenced to  death,  &c.  under  this  act,  to  be  paid  by  receiver- 
general.    Purchasers  of  slaves  sentenced  to  transportation  to 
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give  bond  in  five  hundred  pounds  penalty  to  transport  them 
in  thirty  days.    Bond  to  be  lodged  in  clerk  of  peace's  office. 
Purchasers  to  make  oath  that  slaves  shall  be  transported,  and 
-that  they  shall  not  be  relanded.    No  slave  to  be  delivered 
until  bond  taken  and  oath  made,  under  penalty.  Such  slaves 
going  at  large  may  be  apprehended  by  any  person,  and  on 
due  proof  resold.    If  slaves  return  from  transportation,  they 
are  to  suffer  death.    Masters  of  vessels  bringing  back  trans* 
parted  slaves  to  forfeit  three  hundred  pounds  for  each,  and 
suffer  imprisonment  at  the  discretion  of  the  court.    Slaves 
sentenced  to  confinement  in  workhouse  for  two  years,  es- 
caping, may  be  ordered  fifty  lashes  and  recommitted :  and 
those  sentenced  for  life  escaping,  may  be  transported.    If 
marshal,  constable,  &c.  suffer  them  to  escape,  they  forfeit 
fifty  pounds  and  may  be  sued  for  their  value.    Fees  of  slaves 
discharged  by  proclamation  to  be  paid  by  the  public,  proof 
being  given  that  they  were  properly  maintained.    Gaol* 
keepers  not  to  work  out  slaves  sent  to  them  for  confinement, 
4inder  penalty  of  fifty  pounds.    Two  justices  may  inquire 
Into  inferior  crimes,  giving  notice  to  owners,  &c.  of  slaves, 
and  order  punishment.    Clerks  of  peace  to  attend  such  sum* 
•mary  trials,  under  penalty  of  fifty  pounds  for  which  they  are 
to  be  paid  one  pound  six  shillings  and  eightpence.    Justices 
to  enforce  this  act  as  well  during  martial  law  as  at  otl^er 
times. 

Penalties  not  before  disposed  of,  under  fifty  pounds  to  be 
recovered  by  summary  process)  above  fifty-pounds  in  the 
supreme  courts.  Half  to  the  parish;  half  to  the  informer. 
Proceedings  to  be  commenced  within  twelve  months.  Of- 
fences committed  under  former  act  may  be  heard,  tried,  &c. 
as  if  it  were  still  in  force. 

An  Act  to  enable  persons  of  colour,  and  negroes  of  free  condi- 
tion, to  save  deficiencies  for  their  own  slaves,  and  for  the 
slaves  of  each  other.— [4th  December,  1813.] 

53  Geo.  III.  eap.  97,  clause  4,  repealed. 
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Person*  of  colour,  or  negroes  of  free  conditio*)*  allowed 
to  keep,  hire,  or  employ  persons  of  the  same  free  condition, 
agreeably  to  the  number  of  slaves  they  possess,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  scale  and  proportion  of  the  above  act,  notwith- 
standing any  thing  in  the  said  aot  contained. 

They  are  to  save  deficiencies  for  themselves,  or  fot  others, 
in  all  eases  wherein  white  persona  are  allowed  by  the  above 
net  to  do  00. 

In  all  other  eases  aot  herein  mentioned,  all  duties,  &*. 
and  forms,  mutatis  mutandis,  to  be  considered  applicable  to 
such  person*. 

This  act  to  be  in  force  until  31st  December,  1816. 

An  Act  to  repeal  several  act*,  and  the  clause  of  em  act  ef  this 
island,  respecting,  persons  of  free  condition,  and  for  grant- 
ing to  such  persons  certain  priv*kges.~~[<Uh  Zfce.  1813.} 

#1  Geo.  II.  cap.  7 ;  $  Gtfo.  HI.  cap.  B,  96  Geo.  III.  cap. 
23  5  and  $5  Geo.  III.  cap.  17,  clause  1,  repealed. 

Persons  of  free  condition  bote  in  this  iskmd  or  mara- 
mised  pursuant  to  law,  and  baptized,  permitted  to  give  evi- 
dence in  future  in  the  courts  of  this  island;  but  not  unless 
baptised  six  months  previously  to  give  evidence,  and  manu- 
mitted twelve  months  previously. 

All  persons  of  free  condition,  in  the  several  parishes  of 
this  island,  to  give  in  their  names  and  places  of  abode,  aad 
certificates  to  be  granted  them.  Such  certificates,  or  the 
record  thereof,  to  be  considered  good  proof  of  freedom, 

Persons  of  free  condition  committing  perjury  to  be 
punished  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  Great  Britain. 

JOtoggera  plying  round  the'  island  may  be*  navigated  by 
persons  of  free  condition,  or  slaves,  but  the  master  to  be  a 
native  subject  of  free  condition. 


An  Act  to  enable  the  justices  and  tmtty  of  Ike  several  perishes 
of  this  island  ia  Jit  out  parties  pf  afHftdential  slaves*— {4th 
December,  181$.]  , 
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Oq  representation  of  justices  and  vestry  of  any  parish, 
governor  empowered  to  authorize  them  to  hire  and  fit  out 
parties  of  confidential  slaves  to  go  in  pursuit  of  runaways, 
aqd  to  appoint  officers  thereto.  There  must  be  at  least  one 
white  person  with  every  twenty  negroes.  Such  officers  and 
nonrcpmmissioned  officers  to  be  appointed  by  warrant  under 
hand  of  custos  or  senior  magistrate ;  and  they  are  to  be  paid 
agreeably  to  the  rate  allowed  by  48  Geo.  III.  cap.  4.  Be- 
sides their  pay  and  hire,  such  parties  are  to  be  allowed  the 
like  inwards  as  are  granted  by  the  above  act.  All  slaves  . 
going  on  such  parties  are  to  be  valued  and  appraised  j  and 
if  any  be  killed,  the  owner  to  be  allowed  such  value ;  and  if 
any  disabled,  adequate  compensation  to  be  given.  Tax  to  be 
levied  on  each  parish  for  defraying  the  above  expenses ;  but 
nothing  in  this  act  to  interfere  with  the  Party  Law  or  Mi* 
litia  Law.  In  case  two  parishes  join  to  fit  out  parties,  officer 
whose  warrant  is  of  the  oldest  date  is  to  have  the  command* 

An  Act  for  rendering  more  effectual  two  certain  acts  of  this 
island,  respecting  foreign  slaves  and  foreigners  of  a  certain 
description ;  one  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-nine,  and  the  other  passed  in  the  year  one 

i 

thousand  eight  hundred  and  one. — [23d  November,  1814.] 

39  Geo.  III.  cap.  29  *  41  Geo.  III.  cap.  17,  are  the  two 
acts  alluded  to. 

Additional  declaration  to  be  made  by  aliens  on  their  ar- 
rival in  this  island.  In  the  event  of  refusal,  or  making  false 
declaration,  to  be  tried,  and  committed  to  gaol,  to  wait  the 
pleasure  of  the  governor. 

Aliens  to  produce  the  certificate  of  the  naval  officer  before 
a  justice  of  the  peace  j  and  in  Kingston  before  the  corporate 
body,  within  twenty-four  hours  after  obtaining  the  same; 
and  pennission  to  reside  in  the  parish  is  to  be  granted  them^ 
if  no  good  cause  to  the  contrary.  Gpvernor  m*y  order  off 
the  island  any  alien  offending  herein. 

In  the  event  of  there  not  being  a  proclamation  in  force* 
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masters  of  vessels  not  to  suffer  persons  to  land  before  the  ar- 
rival of  the  ship  in  port,  under  penalty  of  one  hundred  pounds 
for  each  alien  j  and  if  the  alien  land  without  his  consent,  he 
shall  report  it  to  the  naval  officer  or  his  deputy,  under  forfei- 
ture of  one  hundred  pounds. 

Aliens  are  to  appear  with  their  certificates  once  a  year 
before  the  justice  of  the  peace,  and  in  Kingston  before  the 
corporate  body,  under  penalty  in  case  of  refusal  of  being 
committed  to  gaol. 

Captains  commanding  companies  or  troops  of  militia,  or 
aliens  enlisting,  must  return  their  names  and  residences,  &c« 
to  the  colonel,  under  penalty  of  ten  pounds. 

Persons  having  aliens  in  their  employ  or  resident  with 
them  must  give  in  an  account  of  them  to  police  officer  (if  in 
Kingston),  and  to  clerks  of  peace  in  other  parishes,  under 
penalty  of  one  hundred  pounds :  and  those  employing  any 
in  future  must,  within  fourteen  days,  make  a  return  of  them 
under  the  same  penalty.  The  like  notice  to  be  given  on 
aliens  quitting  their  employment  or  residence. 

Fee  to  the  police  officer  and  clerks  of  peace  to  be  two 
and  sixpence,  and  penalty  if  they  neglect  to  enter  such  re- 
turns, to  be  five  pounds.  Punishment  on  masters  of  vessels 
neglecting  to  comply  with  the  regulations  contained  in  the 
act  of  41  Geo.  III.  cap.  17*  shall  be  imprisonment  for  three 
months,  and  the  penalty  imposed  by  that  act.  Negroes,  &c. 
from  St.  Domingo  found  here,  without  a  license  from  the 
governor,  to  be  deemed  persons  of  a  dangerous  description. 
Twenty  pounds  reward  to  persons  apprehending  them  and  to 
witnesses. 

Governor  empowered  to  order  search  to  be  made  for 
aliens,  and  to  apprehend,  secure,  and  send  them  off  the  island, 
if  necessary  for  public  safety.  Under  such  orders  of  the  go- 
vernor, persons  may  command  access  for  search  by  force. 
Officers,  &c.  of  militia  disobeying  such  orders,  to  be  tried  by 
a*  court  martiaL  Persons  sent  off  the  island  under  this  act, 
to  suffer  death  if  they  return.    Expenses  incurred  to  be  paid 
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by  the  receiver-general,  after  being  audited  by  the  commis- 
sioners of  public  accounts.  Owners,  Ac.  of  dragging  vessels 
carrying  aliens  or  foreign  slaves  from  one  port  to  another 
without  a  passport,  to  forfeit  seventy  pounds  for  each.  This 
act  to  be  in  force  until  31st  December,  1817* 

An  Act  for  the  more  particular  return  of  slaves  in  this  island, 
end  the  enrolment  thereof — [29£/i  November,  1816.] 

Proprietors  to  return  perfect  lists  of  slaves,  according  to 
an  annexed  schedule,  with  a  particular  description  of  name, 
person,  &c.  &c.  Runaway  slaves,  within  the  last  three  years, 
to  be  described  and  marked  as  runaway.  But  no  tenant  or  te- 
nants, by  parole  only,  of  slaves,  to  be  bound  to  make  a  return, 
unless  the  person  of  whom  they  hire  shall  be  an  absentee,  or 
unrepresented  in  the  island  by  attorney  or  agent.  Schedules 
to  be  delivered  on  application,  and  payment  of  not  exceeding 
fivepence  a  sheet.  Returns  to  be  verified  on  oath;  only  af- 
firmation if  a  quaker.  Returns  to  be  renewed  every  third 
year,  and  increase  or  decrease  specified 4  same  proviso  as  in 
the  first  clause  with  respect  to  tenants. 

Slaves  belonging  to  the  crown,  and  employed  about  the 
person  of  the  governor,  shall  be  made  and  verified  on  the 
oath  of  the  governor's  private  secretary,  or  lieutenant-gover- 
nor, under  penalty  of  one  hundred  pounds. 

No  clerk  of  vestry,  under  penalty  of  five  hundred  pounds,, 
to  receive  any  return,  either  original  or  triennial,  after  the. 
twenty-eighth  of  September  in  the  year  of  each  return  j  ex- 
cept when  it  shall  appear  on  oath  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
justices  and  assembled  vestry,  that  the  neglect  or  delay  in 
giving  in  the  return  arose  from  inadvertence  or  unavoidable 
cause.  Clerk  of  the  vestry  to  indorse  on  the  return  the  date 
of  its  being  filed  with  him.  Returns  to  be  considered  as 
public  records,  and  if  injured  by  the  negligence  of  the  clerk 
of  the  vestry  he  shall  forfeit  one  hundred  pounds.  Clerks  of 
the  vestry,  under  penalty  of  five  hundred  pounds  and  inaa- 
paeity  of  holding  office,  shall  cause  returns  to  be  copied, 
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make  affidavit  to  the  correctness  of  the  copy,  and  came  copy 
to  be  delivered  at  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  island* 
Secretary  of  the  governor  to  deliver  to  the  governor,  for 
transmission  to  his  Majesty's  secretary  of  state,  the  certified 
copy  of  the  returns  under  penalty  of  five  hundred  pound*. 
Extracts  from  the  original  returns  to  be  received  as  legal 
evidence.  A  hundred  pounds  penalty  for  every  slave  not  re- 
turned ;  penalty  to  be  recovered  in  the  supreme  court ;  half 
to  the  prosecutor,  half  to  the  crown.  Also  owners  so  neg- 
lecting to  be  proceeded  against,  as  and  for  an  importation  of 
slaves  contrary  to  the  abolition  laws ;  but  may  plead,  and 
give  proof  to  the  contrary.  If  judgment  be  had  for  the 
Grown,  order  shall  be  made  for  the  delivery  over  of  the  slave, 
who  shall  be  disposed  of  as  if  imported  contrary  to  the  abo- 
lition law. 

Secretary  to  be  paid  by  the  public,  for  recording  authentic 
copies  of  returns  at  the  rate  which  he  is  entitled  to  charge 
lor  recording  the  deeds,  as  also  shall  the  vestry  clerk.  In- 
dividuals to  pay  for  extracts.  Time  for  making  return  may 
be  extended,  when  previously  passed  by  through  inadveiv 
tteace,  on  petition  to  the  governor.  Proceedings  against  de- 
faulters may  be  stayed,  before  judgment  passed,  on  the 
petitioner  paying  the  costs  of  all  parties.  False  oaths  or 
affirmations  to  be  punished  as  perjury.  Penalties,  the  re- 
covery oT  which  is  not  provided  for,  to  be  recovered  in  the 
supreme  court  -,  one  half  to  the  king,  the  other  to  the  in- 
former. All  returns,  papers,  &c.  made  necessary  by  the  act, 
to  be  exempt  from  stamp  duty. 

An  Act  in  furtherance  of  the  abolition  laws  within  this  island^ 

— [19*fc  December,  1816.] 

/ 

Importation  of  slaves  declared  unlawful  sinee  the  passing 
of  the  British  abolition  acts.  No  property  can  be  had  in  any 
slave  sinee  imported.  Any  person  wilfully  keeping  a  slave 
unlawfully  imported  shall  forfeit  one  hundred  and  forty 
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pounds  oumncy,  and  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  twelve 
months* 

Justices  of  the  peace,  upon  information  verified 
by-  affidavits  of  credible  witnesses,  may,  in  conjunction 
wWi  two  other  justices,  summon  the  party  accused  befon* 
them,  and  command  them  to  produce  the  slave  or  slaves 
respecting  whom  the  information  is  laid,  and  if  the  charge 
be  found  to  be  true  the  slave  shall  be  forfeited;  Summons 
affixed  at  the  gate,  or  left  at  the  dwelling-house,  shall  be 
valid,  where  it  cannot  be  personally  served.  Persons  re- 
fusing to  appear  on  summons,  may  be  apprehended  on  www 
Tent.  On  the  slave  in  question  not  being  produced,  justices 
shall  issue  warrant  to  bring  him  before  them.  Gates  may  be 
broken  open  by  the  officers  on  refusal  to  deliver  up  the 
African  said  to  be  illegally  imported.  Penalty  of  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  pounds  on  pereons  resisting  the  officers. 
Process  to  be  considered  as  a  criminal  one.  Parties  who  are 
proceeded  against  may  appeal  to  the  governor,  to  whom 
justices  must  transmit  copies  of  the  proceedings.  Witnesses 
not  appearing  when  summoned  shall  forfeit  fifty  pounds. 
Witnesses  white  attending  or  coming  to  attend,  or  returning, 
to  be  protected  from  arrest.  Witnesses  refusing  to  be  ex* 
amined  on  oath,  to  be  imprisoned,  not  exceeding  three 
months  >,  or  prevaricating,  shall  be  subject  to  the  usual  pe- 
«  natty  of  the  law  for  such  offence.  Justices  of  the  peace  to 
certify  condemnations  to  the  governor. 

After  the  passing  of  this  act,  no  negro  arming  in  any 
ship  or  vessel  to*  land  without  a  permit  in  writing  from  the 
naval  officer  or  his  deputy,  except  such  seafaring  negroes,  are 
bona  ftde  employed  as  mariners  on  board,  on  pain,  if  free,  of 
being  committed  to  gaol  lor  three  months,  and,  if  not  free, 
of  being  sent  to  the  public  workhouse  for  three  months,  for 
the  purpose  of  further  proceedings  in  their  behalf  as  shall 
seem  expedient.  Master  of  vessels  arriving  shall  declare  on 
oath,  and  also  give  in  a  list,  of  what  negroes  he  may  have 
on  board  j  and  on  refusal,  shall  be  subject  to  a  penalty  of  one 
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hundred  and  forty  pounds.  Sane  penalty  and  twelve  months 
imprisonment,  for  any  master  of  vessel  landing  a  slave  with- 
out a  permit  in  writing  from  the  naval  officer  or  his  deputy. 
Perjury  in  any  master  to  swear  falsely  in  this  respect.  Naval 
'Officer  entitled  to  ten  shillings  for  each  permit.  Naval  officer 
not  to  grant  permit,  under  penalty  of  one  hundred  and  fotfy 
pounds,  before  master  has  made  declaration  on  oath. 

In  case  of  an  attempt  to  land  slaves  fraudulently  from 
any  vessel,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person  to  seize  the  slave 
and  carry  him  before  a  justice,  who,  with  two  others,  on  the 
fact  of  clandestine  landing  being  established,  shall  declare 
the  slave  forfeited  to  the  crown.  For  every  African  so  con- 
demned a  reward  of  fifty  pounds  shall  be  paid  to  the  in- 
former. 

Any  person  sued  for  acts  done,  -in  pursuance  of  this  act, 
may  plead  the  act,  give  it  in  evidence,  and  incase;  of  a  ver- 
dict, shall  have  treble  costs.  No  writ  shall  be  sued  out 
against,  or  copy  of  process  served  on,  any  justice  of  peace, 
or  person  acting  under  his  directions,  for  any  thing  done  in 
.pursuance  of  this  act,  until  notice  in  writing  is  previously 
.given  to  him,  indorsed  by  plaintiff's  attorney  $  and  no  evi- 
dence shall  be  given  but  what  is  contained  in  the  notice* 
Treble  costs  to  defendant  on  a  verdict  being  given  for  him. 

All  public  officers  refusing  or  neglecting  to  perform 
<the  duties  imposed  by  the  act  shall  forfeit  fifty  pounds,  in 
cases  where  no  penalty  is  provided  by  other  clauses  of  the 
act.  Justices  may  commit  to  gaol,  for  penalties  recoverable 
before  them,  till  penalties  be  paid.  All  penalties,  the  mode 
of  recovering  which  is  not  specified,  shall  be  recovered  in  the 
supreme  court  of  judicature,  or  court  of  assize,  and  no 
essoign,  protection,  &c.  &c.  &c.  shall  be  granted,  or  non  vuH 
uUerius  prosequi  be  entered. 
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NEVIS. 

An  Act  to  prevent  slaves  from  selling  sugar,  rum,  molasses, 
syrups,  canes,  cane  sugar,  live  stock,  butcher's  meat,  and 
other  things:  also,  from  carrying  off  this  island  live  stock 
and  butcher's  meat,  without  tickets  from  the  owners  or  mana- 
gers.— [1 1  th  February,  1796.] 

Slaves  forbidden  to  sell  any  thing,  without  a  ticket  from 
under  the  hand  of  the  slave  owner,  except  fire-wood,  grass' 
vines,  herbs,  pulse;  grain,  roots,  food  made  of  roots,  drabs, 
sea-fish,  and  the  slave's  own  particular  manufacture.  Ticket* 
to  specify  the  name  and  quality  of  the  thing  to  be  sold,  and 
to  be  valid  only  one  day.  Property  under  the  value  of  six 
shillings,  offered  by  a  slave  without  a  ticket,  may  be  seized 
and  converted  to  his  own  use  by  any  white  person.  When 
property  above  the  value  of  six  shillings,  the  slave  to  be  de- 
livered to  the  provost  marshal,  or  his  deputy,  or  the  keeper"' 
of  the  common  gaol.  Slave  to  be  delivered  to  his  owner 
with  the  goods,  on  Hie  owner  paying  six  shillings.  Slaves 
may  be  punished,  not  exceeding  thirty-nine  lashes,  for  sell* 
log  Without  a  ticket.  Slaves  selling  sugar,  cane-liquor,  &c. 
&c»  &c.  without  a  ticket,  to  receive  thirty-nine  lashes.  Per- 
sons buying  may  be  indicted  as  receivers  of  stolen  goods, 
independent  of  a  penalty  of  twenty  pounds. 

No  master  or  commander  of  a  boat  or  vessel  shall  take 
on  board  any  live  stock  or  butcher's  meat,  or  live  stock  to 
be  transported  to  another  place,  without  a  ticket,  under 
penalty  of  twenty  pounds. 

Persons  giving  slaves  a  ticket  in  the  owner  or  manager's 
name,  without  their  consent,  to  forfeit  twenty  pounds.  Per- 
sons taking  property  from  a  slave  which  he  is  allowed  to 
sell,  or  having  a  ticket,  to  be  fined  twenty  pounds, — part  of 
the  fine  to  satisfy  the  slave  for  his  loss,  the  remainder  to  the 
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poor  of  the  parish.  Nothing  in  this  act,  however,  to  affect 
any  thing  in  an  act  of  the  11  Geo.  II.  and  of  the  4  Geo.  I. 

Where  no  white  evidence  can  be  obtained  against  any 
white  offender  under  this  act,  the  presumed  offender  must 
pay  the  penalty,  or  clear  himself  upon  oath. 

Fines  to  be  levied  by  distress  and  sale,  and  if  the  fine  be 
not  paid  in  three  days  the  goods  to  be  sold.  Overplus,  de- 
ducting charges,  to  be  paid  to  the  offender.  Penalties,  half 
to  the  king,  half  to  the  informer.  Where  no  enects,  the  de- 
linquent to  be  imprisoned  for  three  months.  Treble  coats  to 
defendants  obtaining  a  verdict  when  protocoled  for  executing 
this  act.  Act  to  continue  in  forte  seven  years,  awl  till  ftfae 
end  of  the  sitting  assembly. 

An  Act  for  the  encouragement  of  such  negroes  and  other  sieves. 
as  shall  behave  themselves  courageously  against  the  enemy, 
in  time  of  invasion. — [4*&/«we,  1795*]  , 

Earcry  juegio  who  in  time  <rf  invasion  shall  .^atoragewady 
conduct  himself,  and  behave  mftafe  fidelity  to  his  master,  to  en 
to  distinguish  himself  shall  tbe  rewarded  either  voth  freedotfc? 
ora  sumof  roopey,  as  the oonneH  and  assembly .may dw 
proper. 

Every  negro,  so  emancipated*  shall  be  valaadioaoMh  by 
two  freeholders,  and  the  valuation  shall  be  paid  to  the  me* 
tar  by  the  public  treasurer,  and  if  at  the  time  there  ahdll  not 
be  sufficient  money  to  pay  the  same,  the  waster  shall  reed* 
eigVt  per  oeat.  per  annum  interest,  till  the  principal  ia>paid. 

Every  negro  killed  shall  he  paid  for  by  the  feeaeuryt 
Such  as  are  maimed  in  action  ^1»11  be  aaade  free>  and  receive 
five  pounds  annually,  during  life,  from  the  tBeasaty. 
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SAINT  CHRISTOPHER. 

An  Act  for  raising  a  tax  of  fifteen  shilling*  per  poll  on  all 
negro  and  other  slaves,  and  six  pounds  per  centum  on  the 
yearly  value  of  all  houses,  warehouses,  stores,  shops,  and 
tenements  within  the  several  towns  of  this  isjand,  to  be  ap- 
plied for  and  towards  the  purchase  of  a  certain  number  of 
negroes  and  other  slaves  for  the  use  of  the  public  of  this 
island;  and  for  directing  and  appointing  in  what  manner 
such  negro  and  other  slaves  shall  be  employed.— -[20th  Be* 
eember,  1789.] 

A  hundred  and  twenty  slaves  to  be  purchased  for  the 
fortifications  of  the  island.  Each  owner  to  have  the  power 
of  selling  one  slave  on  this  occasion.  Slaves  to  be  solely 
employed  on  the  fortifications.  Commissioners,  or  any  three 
of  them >  to  enquire  into  the  employment  of  the  slaves,  attd 
if  they  find  them  misemployed,  to  report  to  the  council  anS 
assembly,  who  may  sell  the  skives.  Slaves  to  be  stfld  by  the 
commissioners,  as  soon-  as  the  works  are  completed.  Monejr 
arising  from  the  sale  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury,  under  pain 
of  treble  forfeiture.  Council  and  assembly,  or  any  seven  of 
them,  to  name  commissioners.  Money  for  purchase  of 
negroes,  to  be  raised  by  a  poll  tax  of  fifteen  shillings  on  each 
slave,  and  six  per  cent,  on  houses,  &c.  &c.  Owners  and 
agents  to  deliver  in  a  list  upon  oath  of  slaves,  under  penalty 
♦f  two  hundred  pounds.  Commissioners  to  give  notiee  to 
owners  when  to  appear  and  return  the  number  of  slaves,  and 
value  of  houses,  &c,  &c.  Treasurer  ordered  to  prosecute  all 
who  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  returns.  Governor  empower- 
ed to  name  commissioners  in  plaee  of  those  dead  or  absent. 
Treasurer  to  give  notice  to  persons  to  come  and  pay  the  tax, 
and  defaulters  to  be  distrained  on.  Provost  marshal  to  for- 
feit three  hundred  pounds,  if  he  neglect  to  distrain  on  de- 
faulters.   Owners  who  have  sold  slaves  to  the  public,  to  be 
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paid  for  them  at  three  equal  payments.  Governor  to  issue 
order  for  the  payments.  Treasurer  to  forfeit  one  thousand 
pounds,  in  case  of  neglecting  to  execute  the  act.  Penalties 
two  thirds  to  the  public,  One  third  to  the  informer.  Treble 
costs  to  the  defendants  prosecuted  for  having  executed  this 
act. 

An  Act  to  restrain  thefts  committed  by  negro  and  other  slaves  ; 
and  to  prevent  the  dishonest  traffic  carried  on  by  such  as 
deal  with  them.—[±th  May,  1790.] 

Any  negro  having  in  his  possession  any  sugar,  cotton, 
molasses,  rum,  canes,  sprouts,  pewter,  brass,  &c.  &c.  er  any 
kind  of  merchandize,  except  such  provision  as  may  have  been 
given  them  for  allowance,  without  a  ticket  or  paper  from  his 
master  or  mistress,  containing  an  account  of  the  same,  or 
without  his  master  or  mistress  being  present,  shall  be  appre- 
hended and  carried  before  a  justice,  who  shaU  commit  him 
to  gaol,  to  be  tried  within  forty-eight  hours,  and  if  found 
guilty  he  shall  be  publicly  whipped.  The  informer  shall  re- 
ceive a  reward  of  eight  and  threepence  from  the  master  of 
the  slave,  and  the  sugar,  syrup,  cotton,  molasses,  rum,  sprouts, 
canes,  magoss  and  oats  found  on  the  negro  shall  be  forfeited 
to  the  informer;  and  all  other  property  shall  be  returned  to 
the  master,  on  his  proving  his  right  to  them. 

No  white  person  to  bargain  with  negroes  for  any  article 
but  provisions,  under  the  penalty  of  ten  pounds,  or,  if  the 
goods  shall  exceed  that  value,  to  the  penalty  of  double  their 
value  and  a  month's  imprisonment.  Two  months  further 
imprisonment,  on  non-payment  of  penalty.  For  second, 
offence  twenty  pounds  and  three  month's  imprisonment,  or 
double  the  value  of  the  goods,  if  over  twenty  pounds.  Fur* 
ther  imprisonment  of  three  months  on  non-payment  of 
penalty.  Negroes  convicted  of  purchasing  from  negroes  to 
be  punished  not  exceeding  fifty  lashes.  Penalties  one-fourth 
to  the  informer,  the  rest  to  the  treasury. 

Lawful  for  justices  to  issue  search  warrants,  on  white 
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person  sweating  to  hit  belief  thai  an y  of  the  specified  articles 
are  concealed.  Persons  in  whose  houses  concealed  articles 
art  found,  if  they  cannot  giv*  a  satisfactory  account  of  the 
manner  in  which  they  obtained  them*  shall  be  held  to  havfe 
illegally  purchased  them,  and  be  punished  accordingly. 

Five  supervisors,  with  salaries  of  fifty  pounds  each,  to  be 
appointed  to  carry  this  act  into  effect,  by  the  governor  or 
commander-in-chief.  Said  supervisors  required  to  be  watch* 
ful  in  detecting  offenders.  They  must  attend  when  sum- 
moned  by  the  council  and  assembly,  or  any  member  thereof, 
and  give  an  account  on  oath  of  their  conduct,  and  if  not 
found  diligent,  shall  be  mulcted  in  the  salary  due,  rendered 
incapable,  and  fitted  fifty  pounds,  and  in  case -of  refusal  to 
pay,  be  imprisoned  three  months. 

No  negro  to  be  permitted  to  be  in  the  streets  of  alleys  of 
any  town  between  ten  at  night  and  Ave  in  the  morning, 
without  a  ticket  or  note,  or  a  lighted  candle  in  a  lantern. 
Supervisors  to  use  all  diligence  in  apprehending  such  slaves, 
and  commit  them  to  the  oage,  to  be  punished,  not  exceeding 
thirty-nine  lashes.  Owners  to  pay  the  expense  of  apprehen- 
sion, &c.  &c. 

White  or  free  persons  beating,  ill-treating,  or  taking 
away  by  force,  from  any  negro  or  other  slave,  any  articles 
for  which  they  shall  produce  a  ticket,  or  which  they  have  a 
right  to  sell,  shall  be  summoned  by  a  justice,  who.  shall  <ex> 
amine  them  on  oath,  and  if  they  do  not  prove  a  negative  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  magistrate,  the  offender  shall  be  fined 
not  exceeding  ten  pounds,  to  be  levied  on  the  goods  and 
chattels,  or  be  committed  to  gaol,  not  exceeding  thirty  days, 
in  default  of  goods  to  distrain  on.  Persons  refusing  to  ap- 
pear on  summons,  shall  be  fined  fifty  pounds,  or  be  com- 
mitted for  three  months. 

White  or  free  person  selling  by  retail  sugar,  syrup,  rum, 
or  molasses,  shall  be  obliged,  when  called  on,  to  produce  a 
certificate,  under  the  signature  of  the  seller  to  them,  or  shall 

VOL.  IV.  J* 
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be  considered  as  having  purchased  them  in  contravention  of 
this  act. 

Fines  and  penalties  to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  pub* 
lie  treasurer.  Justices,  supervisors,  or  others,  prosecuted  for 
any  thing  done  in  enforcing  the  act,  shall,  on  obtaining  a 
verdict,  be  entitled  to  treble  costs. 

An  Act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  support,  and  to  ex- 
tend certain  regulations  for  the  protection  of  slaves,  to  pro- 
mote and  encourage  their  increase,  and  generally  to  melio- 
rate their  condition. — [April  21,  1793.] 

Owners  of  slaves,  under  penalty  of  ten  shillings  per  head 
for  each  slave,  for  every  omission,  shall  weekly  provide  for 
every  slave  at  the  rate  of  nine  pints  of  corn  or  beans,  or  eight 
pints  of  pease,  or  wheat  or  rye  flour,  or  Indian  corn  meal,  or 
nine  pints  of  oatmeal,  or  seven  pints  of  rice,  or  eight  pints 
of  Cassava  flour  or  farine,  or  eight  pounds  of  biscuit,  or 
twenty  pounds  of  yams  or  potatoes,  or  sixteen  pounds  of 
eddoes,  tanias  or  tyres,  or  thirty  pounds  of  plantains  or  ba- 
nanas, and  also  one  pound  and  one  quarter  of  herrings, 
shads,  mackarel,  or  other  salted  provisions,  or  double  the 
quantity  of  fresh  fish  or  other  fresh  provisions,,  all  of  good 
and  wholesome  quality.  Owner  or  director,  however,  to 
have  the  absolute  right  of  distributing  the  provision  in  pro- 
portions, according  to  difference  of  labour,  strength*  size, 
and  age.  But  every  aged,  infirm,  or  sickly  slave,  or  afflicted 
with  any  loathsome  or  contagious  disorder,  or  incapable  of 
labour,  shall  receive  weekly  at  least  one  full  rate  of  allow- 
ances as  aforesaid.  If  owners,  under  any  pretext,  neglect  to 
give  the  allowance  to  sickly  and  infirm  slaves,  they  shall  for- 
ieit  twenty  shillings,  unless  such  slave  be.  provided  for  in  the 
hospital  or  sick  house. 

Owners  in  the  Leeward  Islands  allowed  to  diminish  the 
allowance  one-ififth  when  actually  making  sugar. or  cutting 
canes  \  but  no  owner  or  director  within  the  Virgin  Islands  to 
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be  allowed  to  make  the  diminution  in  any  week  in  which 
he  shall  have  been  actually  employed  in  manufacturing  sugar 
or  grinding  canes.  Out  of  crop,  such  owner  in  the  Virgin 
Islands  may  make  a  reduction  of  one-fifth,  on  giving  suffici- 
ent land  to  make  up  the  difference,  and  where  the  land  is  not 
productive>  shall  make  up  the.  quantity  in  provisions.  No 
money  to  be  given  instead  of  provision,  unless  in  case  of  un- 
equivocal necessity,  under  penalty  of  fifty  pounds.  The 
commutation  for  provisions,  when  absolutely  necessary,  to 
be  four  shillings  a  week,  and  two  half  days  to  each  slave. 

Whenever  the  quantity  of  provision  land,  cultivated  with 
the  owner's  time,  shall  be  in  proportion  of  one  acre  for  every 
ten  slaves,  and  its  produce  in  proportion  to  one  half  the 
quantity  of  provisions  allowed  by  the  act,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  owner  to  diminish  one  half  the  quantity  of  dry  pro- 
visions, leaving,  nevertheless,  the  fulj  quantity  of  fresh  pro- 
visions. Proprietor  must  certify  the  quantity  of  ground  on 
oath. 

Proprietors  to  allot  to  each  slave  a  piece  of  well-lying 
ground,  forty  feet  square  at  least,  immediately  round  or  close 
to  his  house,  if  it  can  be  done  without  pulling  down  or 
•injuring  another  negro-house,  and  if  not,  in  some  other 
commodious  part,  under  penalty  of  five  pounds,  or  if  he 
have  not  land  enough,  shall  make  annual  compensation 
equal  to  the  value  to  the  slaves*  under  a  like  penalty  of  five 
pounds. 

Proprietors  shall,  twice  a  year*  on  the  first  of  January 
and  first  of  August,  give  each  male  slave  a  jacket  of  sound 
woollen  cloth,  and  a  pair  of  trowsers  made  of  good  sound 
Osnaburgs,  and  to  each  female,  a  good  wrapper  of  woollen 
cloth,  and  an  Osnaburgh  petticoat,  unless,  with  consent  of 
the  slave,  he  shall  furnish  such  slave  with  a  good  and  suffi- 
cient blanket  and  a  hat  or  cap. 

Proprietors,  under  penalty  of  one  hundred  pounds,  to 
make  affidavit  once  a  year  that  they  have  complied  with  the 
act.     Slaves  allowed  half  an  hour  for  breakfast  and  two 
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hours  for  dinner,  during  which  time  he  shall  not  he  put  to 
any  labour,  under  penalty  of  not  less  than  twenty  shillings, 
nor  more  than  five  pounds,    No  owner  to  set  his  slave  to 
work  before  five  in  the  morning,  nor  after  seven  in  the  even- 
ing, unless  in  crop  time,  or  from  some  evident  necessity, 
under  penalty  qf  five  pounds.    Vestries,  or  council,  or  jus- 
tices, ordered  to  provide  at  the  public  expence,  for  aged  or 
«     infirm  slaves,  whose  masters  cannot  be  discovered.    Pro- 
prietors manumitting  infirm  and  disabled  slaves  shall  pay 
three  hundred  pounds  into  the  treasury,  the  interest  of  which 
shall  be  drawn  by  the  slave  so  manumitted,  and  on  the  death 
of  the  slave  the  money  shall  go  to  the  public  service.    Pro- 
prietors shall  keep,  and  produce  when  legally  called  upon,  * 
weekly  account  of  provisions  purchased,  or  commutation 
money  paid,  under  penalty  of  five  pounds  each  week  omitted ; 
also  an  account  of  clothing  given  to  slaves,  under  penalty  of 
,   twenty-five  pounds,  and  shall  forfeit  twenty-five  pounds  on 
refusing  to  produce  such  account. 

White  or  free  coloured  person,  not  owner  or  director, 
beating  or  ill  treating  slave,  or  taking  away  any  article  for 
which  a  slave  has  a  ticket,  or  has  a  right  to  sell,  or  shall 
refuse  to  pay  slave  for  any  article  purchased  from  him,  or 
shall  knock  off  the  head  of  a  slave,  or  trample  in  the  dirt,  Ice. 
&c.  'any  article,  shall,  on  complaint  made,  be  summoned  by 
a  justice  or  justices,  and  be  compelled  to  answer  on  oath,  and 
on  refusal  to  attend,  or  failure  to  exculpate  himself,  shall  be 
n  fined  not  more  than  ten  pounds,  to  be  levied  by  distress,  and 

in  default  of  goods  shall  be  committed  for  not  more  than  one 
month ;  and  justices  may,  if  they  think  proper,  give  the  fine 
as  a  compensation  to  the  slave  who  has  been  ill  treated. 

Any  person  cruelly  whipping,  maltreating,  beating,  im- 
prisoning, or  keeping  in  confinement,  without  sufficient 
support,  any  slave  shall  be  indicted  for  the  same,  and  suffer 
such  punishment,  by  fine  or  imprisonment,  or  both,  as  the 
<jourt  may  think  proper  5  and  the  court  may,  if  it  think  ne- 
cessary, dispose  of  the  slave  by  auction  to  another  owner. 


Justices  on  receiving  information  of  such  offences, aujbprteed> 
la  call  the  slave  before  them,  or  go  t0>hUn>'toiiiQutsa>  and* 
itoay  send  such  slave  to  some  p*blia  place  of  aeouritjtof  to 
the  workhouse,  till  fnsthev  in,f*iry  be  made.  •  No-c^u?*^ 
irons  to  be  used,  other  than  such  as  are  absolutely  nqoessgry 
few  securing  a  slave,  under  .penalty  of.  one.  hundred  pounds 
on>  conviction*  Justices  to  order  /each  collars  to  betaken  off, 
and!  to  (Unset  the  offender  to  b*prosecoted,  if  the  offieswsj  ape 
pear  to  have  been  wantonly  committed.  Qwrferoto  provide 
audi  shivee  with  medical  assistance,  and  aeeessajy  fco<Jj  wine* 
and  nourishment,  under  penalty  of  fifty  pounds*  Coroner** 
iasjsmtj  of  three  persona,  shall  be  summoned  on  every  slave, 
who,  not  under  the  age  of  aix  years,  or  natural  decay,  shall 
die  suddenly  without  bating  been  visited  by.ieifte  .medical 
person  at  least  forty-eight  tours  before*  death.  Jjf  aster*  nagr< 
to  give  notice  "within  eu  hours,  or  having  slave  so 
\  within  eighteen  hour*,  or  without  haying  given  now 
tioe,  shall  forfeit  ontt.iHwdised  pounds.  White  or,  free,  pejtso* 
charged' w5th  murder  or  maiming  a  slave,  whether>suoh;  slave 
belong  tot  s«ch  persbn  or  not;  to  be  tried  as  for  the  murder 
of  a  white,  but  conviction  not  to  affect  property*  <:  •  .  i;  ; 

.  And  whereat  the:  marriage  of  :sleves  cannot  gM  ffcpy:#*rr 
tienlar  right  either  to/  the  contracting:  parties  or-  tin  thcifc 
children,  and  it  being  unnecessary:  and ,  even  improper  to 
enforce  the  celebration  of  any  religious  rites  among,  the, 
slaves  in  order  to  sunottfy  contracts,,  the  JaLtfyf ul>  j^rfoqpaiwa 
M  which  can  be,  looked  for  onjy  by*  a  regular  ijpp?oxgnienk 
in  rehgion,  morality*  and  civilisation,  qnd  should  B0t,be^njH 
mediately  enforced  by  any  compu>ory  methods;;,  lest,  the 
violation  of  saerbd  vox**  be  too  often ;  added  to  the  prime  of 
infidelity ;  and  whereas  it  seems  more  eligible  to  encourage 
nhan  compel  audi  improvement  in>  neligion,.  morality,  and 
efrittzation  among:  such  slaves,  fertheporposesiaforesarri,  and 
lor  other  good  purposes  5  be  it  tihereforevfurtflsd*  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  that  every  owner  :and:dareetarr  of  any 

4 

slaves  on  any  estate  within  the  Leeward  hlonds,  shall  within 
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two  months  'After  the  publication  of  this  act;  end  aha  on  the 
first  day  of  January  every  year,  convene  and  assemble  toge* 
ther  the  slaves  under  his  direction,  and  enquire  which  of 
them  have  a  husband  or  wife,  or  move  than  one,  and  if  en 
acknowledgment  be  made,  in  consequence  of  such  enquiry, 
of.  more  than  one  husband  or  wife,  then  such-  owner  or  d*» 
rector  shall  compel  such  skive  making  such  acknowledgment^ 
to  elect  some  one  slave  only  as  his  or  her  husband  or  wife; 
and  when  such  election  Is  made,  such  owner  or  director  shall 
enter  the  same  in  a  book  to  be  kept  fbr  that  purpose,  and 
make  the"  same  as  public  as  possible,  by  convening  oneo  i» 
every  twelve-  months  all  the  slaves  upon  such  plantation* 
and  reading  to  them  the  same  in  a  distinct  and  audible  voice* 
at  the -same  time  extolling  thegqod  'behaviour  of  those  wfco 
have  been  faithful  to  their  engagements,  and  reprobating  the 
misconduct  of  those  who  have  meted  to  the  contrary,  doing 
his  utmost  to  keep  together  in  harmony  the  parties  who  have 
mad*  such-  election,  and  to  encourage  all  the  other  tlafeef  of 
which  he  is  manager,  master,  or  director,  as  they  shall  arrive 
at  the  age  of  maturity,  to  make  such  ekefyn  as  aforesaid; 
and  adhere  aa  strictly  as  possible  to  the  some  j  and  every 
owner  or  director  of  any  female  *iave  w  hoi  shall  have  a  child 
while  she  preserves  her  fidelity  to  such  Engagement  as  afore-' 
said,  or  is  reputed  so  to  do/  shall  in  si*  weeks  after  the  fe&tb 
of  such  child,  if  the  same  be  then  living,  pay  and  give  to  the 
mother  of  such  child  four  dollars,  and-  the  same  ^sum,  with 
one -dollar,  moire,  for  every  other  child  she  sbalJL  bear  and 
have  trader  the  same  circumstances ;  and  if  any  owner  or  di- 
rector shall  emit  in  any  respect  to  comply  with  and  fulfil  the 
directions  of  this  clause,  he*  shall  forfeit. the  sum  of  fifty 
pounds  for  every  such  omission. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 'afortaaid,  that 
every  owner  or  director  shall'  give  to  everyiraulttandrfemnlo 
slave  who  ahaU  Jive-  together  faithfuUyi  and:  peaceably  aa 
aforesaid  a*  man  .and  wile,  one  dollar-each  for  every  yeah 
that  thdy  dwiULao  lite*  together*    .  .;     •?,•<•. 
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.«..  And  be  it  fortber  enacted  by  the*  authority  aforesaid,  that 
cs  soon  as  anyrfemale  slave*  shall  h*»e  six  children  living, 
tad  who  hove  bee*  born  during  such  cohabitation  as  afore* 
said,  the  youngest  of  which  shaft  be  serea  years  of  age,  the 
owner  or  director  of  such  female  slave  shall  niot  obiigewteh 
female  elave  to  do  any  other  than  light  work,  undergo* 
penally  of  twenty  pounds. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  'that 
no  t>wner  or  director  of  any  slavey  nor  any  overseer/  nor  any 
other  description  of  white  roeri  on  any  plantation, ■«  shaii 
weaken  the  effect  of  the  exhortations  and  enquiries  enjoined 
by  this  law,  by  his  own  irregular  conduct  in  cohabiting  or 
having  criminal  commerce  with  any  female  slave  write*  shall 
have  elected  her  husband  as  aforesaid  3  every  such  person, 
for  every  such  offence,  being  thereof  convicted  by  legaHestft* 
meny  before  any  two  or  more  justices  of  the  peace,  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  the  aum  of  one  hundred  pounds. 
.  And  whereas  it  appears  to  be  impracticable  and.  iaeiee» 
total  to  endeavour  to  compel  any  slaves  to  adopt  and  conform 
themselves  to  any  religious  establishment,  although'' they 
may  be  brought  gradually  to  a  considerable  degree. of-xe* 
ligkms  knowledge  by  attention  on  the  part  of  *beir  owner* 
and  director*  and  the  clergy  $  be  it  therefore  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  in  case  any  owner  or  director 
shall  in  any  manner  whatever  restrain  or  prohibit,  or  cause 
to  be  restrained  or  prohibited  any  slave  (excepting  such 
whose  services  are  necessary  on  a  Sunday)  under  his  or  her 
direction,  from  receiving  religious  instruction  by  attending 
On  Sunday  at  any  church  or  chapel,  or  any  other  place  of 
worship  held  by  the  regularly  established  clergy  of  any  re* 
ligious  christian  sect  tolerated  in  the  Leeward  Islands,  or  by 
receiving  baptism  according  to  the  rites  of  the  regularly 
established  church  or  other:  tolerated  christian  church/such 
owner  or  director,  for  every  such  offence,  shall*  forfeit  the 
sum  of  five  pounds  j  and  in  case  any  regular  clergyman  who 
has  any  living  in  any  of  the  Leeward  Islands  shall  refuse  or 
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neglect,  when  thereto  reasonably  requited;  to  ibapfue  any 
slave  without  feeor  reward,  en  any  Sunday  imvnediBtefty  after 
divine  service,  such  clergyman  shall  forfeit  *ntl  pay  far* very 
•deb  refusal  and  neglect  the  sum  of  thirty  shitting*  J  pro-* 
vided  thai  such  clergyman  shall  not  be-ceaipeBed  sa  to  do  in 
ease  of  the  ignorance  or  ill  charaKter.ofsnchf  stave  to  requiff* 
ing  to  be  baptized,  but  that  in  all  snch  oases  eoeh  dergyaanuj 
Shall,  endeavour,  by  exhortattdn.and  instruction,  teiqualiry 
snob:  slave  ae  lie  may  so  reject,  to  be  thereafter  baptized  and 
rieceived  iirto  the  fakh  of  Christ>  church,    i 

Owners  or  director*  snail  order  sick  slates.  to.be  visited 
by  a  medical  man,  under  penalty,  of  iee  poohd>.  .Medical 
man  or  proper  white  assistant  shall  be  employed;  to  visit  each 
estate  twice  a  week,  whether  called  or  not,  unlet*  he  ha*  a 
notice  from  proprietor  that  he  is  not  wanted,  Under  penalty 
of  five  pounds  on  the  medical  man  failing  In  hW  duty. 
Medical  man  to  attend  within  eight  hours  after  he  has  heard 
of  thecal!  for  him,  under  penalty  of  ten  pounds.  Proprietor 
shall  hare  on'  bis  esfete  to  commodious  hospital  with  propel1 
eonverijences,  and  shall  attend,  fn  his  own  pdrson,  or  by 
some  one  "under  his  direction,  -as  often  as  may  be  requisite; 
Sot  see  that  every  thing  is  provided,  under  penalty  of  one 
hundred  pounds.  Owners -to  keep  on  the  estate  a  book, 
under  penalty  of  forty  shillings,  in  which  the  medical  man 
shall,  under  the  same  penalty,  enter  his  directions  as  the 
medicines  and  diet  for  the  slaves,  and  shall  enter  his  pre- 
scriptions at  the  end  of  his  directions.  Special  calls  to  the 
medical  man  to  be  sent  in  writing  in  the  book,  with  a  state* 
ment  of  the  case,  under  penalty  of  forty  shillings.  Medical 
man.  to  keep  on  every  estate  under  his  care  a  smalt  quantity 
of  such  medicines  as  may  safely  be  trusted  with  unskilful 
persons,  with  directions  for  their  use,  tinder  penalty  of  forty 
shillings.  Every  proprietor  not  a  medical  man  himself,  must 
employ  by  the  year  some  medical  gentleman  properly  quali- 
fied, provided  he  can  procure  one  on  reasonable  terms,  under 
penalty  of  ten  shillings  for  each  slave. 


ftmpamfaoB*  under  penalt*  <ef  *•*  HwMf^|nN«)d^  on 
tbeifift* of  January  in  eachyear,  *o*Hat>  thtotat  mjtettq&ftf 
the  ooinctt  of  ataeeabiyy  to  4d&w  io,  oft  oath,  *:fttiM**f 
Wrtfis  and  deatae^aad  the  roanae*  far  which  sujeb.slatfes  haase 
been  atteindeftte.  ProptietoBt  leuttwtog.  Wore  th*tfa»e»to 
feiae  Jni  retanuvto  the  timer  o&f* tvova).  .  noose* or»  <s«fgoa* 
oiencfc  pfajftatiest  to.  return  aiti;acco*nt  of -4ea*be,  causes  of 
deaths,  andejipcnafy  of  »ae^ua>ed  pounds*  ^Femjta  &kgr*e 
Are  months  gone  witl*  *chiM  -to  Ink  employed  only  ©J* Jtgift 
work,;ortaking  oareaf  ekifctaMi*  awl  to  l|&  punifthed^iiJty  by 
eonfttiemtqty  nodtfr  penalty  of  five:  pounds!  A  rootaty^tigro* 
house  eftvto  rooms  to  bebutk  loir  every  QtigKO  worta*  preg* 
na«t> o£  b<^  firMf  child,  and.  proprietor  not  tei  Q^toj 
mdevpedalty  of  twenty  pounds*  46  <layt  in  at  tiitfh04pi*£fo| 
]ytog>4n<  women.  When  kvaioesgoi  ofieloyca  thfefemata* 
shall  not  exceed  the  males,  ten  shilling*  to  hfe  paid,  lor  every 
nraleeo  imported,  and.  fifty  pounds  far  every  infirm^  and)  egad 
•egKK  alave  imported  after  Abe  espirajtan  ofi  two  years,  feoot 
the  publication*  of  the  act  Pepahiea  to  be  reeo  veneii ;  by  4*ajfc 
rant  under  the  hand*  of  two  or  more  justices,  ami  levied  ,*ra. 
goods.  1m  default  of  gooes,  impntoaroeot  for  not  ittore4ha(» 
an  iDontinv  nor  less  than  ft***  days.  PeMons  convicted  may 
appeal  to  the  next  superior  court  of  criminal  jurisdiction, ,. . 

Debts  contracted  for  provisions  to  be  paid,  in  case  of 
mortgage,  sale,  &c.  in  preference  to  all  debts,  except  those 
of  the  crown,  provided  such  debts  shall  have  been  contracted 
within  twelve  months  before  action  commenced  for  their  re- 
covery. Persons  in  distressed  or  embarrassed  circumstances 
not  to  sell,  give  away,  or  exchange,  any  provisions  or  cloth* 
ing  specifically  obtained  for  their  slaves,  and  regularly  enter- 
ed in  a  book  according  to  the  directions  given  by  this  act, 
under  penalty  of  five  hundred  pounds,  or  on  non-payment* 
one  year's  imprisonment.  Justice©,  on  complaint  of  such 
embesBiement,  may  order  the  book  of  entries  to  be  produced, 
and  to  examine  witnesses  on  oath,  and  to  bind  over  the  pre* 
sumed  offender,  in  a  recognizance  of  five  hundred  pounds  to 
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appear  kt  the  proper  court,  and  the  same  as  to  witnesses,  and 
the  prodtetkm  of  the  b^k  ta  com*.  Persona  so  aconsed  of 
emfe«rieroerit>>a«d  not  proving  that  proriaaons  and  ckrtbing 
were  obtained  on  their  own  credit,  and  not  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  aefc,  shall  be  held  to  have  violated  the  act 
Declaration*-  In  any  salty  fordothieg  and  provisions  obtained 
und#r  this  act,  not  to  mention  another  oaaeeofaetieii  than 
the  delivery  ©f  the  provisions  and  Nothing,  and  juries  not  to 
find  greater  damages  thaw  the  value  j  nor  shall  any  damage 
be  found  unless  a  particular  account  be  given  d£  the  quanti- 
ties furnished,  and  the  price,  and  unless  the,  proper  memo- 
randum have  'been  made  in  the  book.*  Entry  of  vendiet  to 
specify  that  H*  is- under  thp<act.  Slaves  belonging,  to  the 
persons  so  obtaining  provision  and  clothing  to  rebound  for 
the  same;  Judgments  recovered  against  executors  ion  money 
dae  for  negro,  dothiag  and  provision,  to  be  satiefied  in  pre- 
forenoe  to- all  others  but  debte  to  the  croWn,  Doubts  relative 
to  any  pact  of  the  act,  to  be  construed  most  favourably  for 
its  e&eeutfcw.  Treble  coals  to  persons  peosecuAed  for  eoforc* 
ing  tins  net.  Not  to!  be  construed  to  hinder  the  legislature 
of  any  of  the  Leeward  Islands  from  passing  laws  relative  to 
states;  Penalties  to  he  recovered  by  indictment  or  informa- 
tion, and  paid  into. the  treasury* 

An^Actfor  regulating  the  manumission  of  slaves, — \\9th  July* 

1802.1 

Proprietors  desirous  of  manumitting  must  apply  to  the 
president  of  the  council  and  speaker  of  the  assembly  by  pe- 
tition, and  obtain  their  consent  to  lodge  five  hundred  pounds 
in  the  public  treasury.  Manumissions  void  unless  recorded 
within  thirty  days.  Five  handred  pounds  to  be  paid  into  the 
treasury  for  a  natiye  slave. or  two  year's  resident,  and  one 
thousand  pounds  for  others,  if  the  permission  be  not.  obtained. 
Secretary  or  register  not  to  record  manumission  without  the 
treasurer's  receipt,  under  penalty  of  paying  the  sum.  No 
negro  to  be  manumitted  by  will  without  a  bequest  of  five 
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hundred  pounds,  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  within  six 
months.  Executor*  may  apply  for  the  consent  of  the  legit* 
latere,  which,  if  obtained,  the  slave  shall  be  free  without 
payment  of  five  hundred  pounds.  On  proprietor's  dispensing 
wfth  the  future  service  of  a  slave,  a  justice  may  order  the 
provost  marshal  to  sell  him  to  the  highest  bidder,  and  the 
paiichase  money  shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury. 

An  Jet  to  explain  and  render  more  effectual  an  act,  intituled 

"  An  Jet  to  re$train  thefts  committed  by  negroes  and  other, 

,  gloves,  and  to  prevent  the  dishonest  traffic  carried  on  by  such 

a$  deal  with  them.—\\Qth  June,  1808.]     ;  . 

Supervisors  authorized  to  keep  any  property  which  they 
may  seize  upon  any  delinquent,  unless  it  exceed  the  value  of  five 
pounds,  or  shall  have  been  stolen  from  a  slave.  Supervisors 
to  take  offenders  to  the  common  cage,  and  as  soon  as  possible 
before  a  magistrate.  Supervisors  directed  to  be  particularly 
vigilant  j  to  receive  a  dollar  for  the  apprehension  of  each 
offender.    Teh  pounds  penalty  on  failure  of  duty. 


SAINT  VINCENT. 

An  Act  to  putiish  those  who  shall  murder  or  maim  slaves  in  the 
Island  of  Saint  Vincent  and  its  dependencies. — [23<2  Sep- 
tember, 1801.] 

Maliciously  killing  slave  deemed  murder.  Maliciously 
wounding  a  slave,  a  misdemeanor. 

Offenders  to  be  punished  by  fine,  imprisonment,  or 
capital  punishment,  and  be  liable  to  civil  actions.  Fines 
vested  in  his  Majesty  for  the  public, 

An  Jet  to  oblige  proprietors  and  possessors  of  slaves  in  their 
own  right,  or  rights  of  others,  managers  and  conductors  of 
estates,  to  give  in  returns  of  runaways,  and  punishing  obeah 
me».— [IQth  August,  1803.] 


m  ahsnrix. 

Beturas  4o  be  nwAe  of  rftfeaway*.  .  Justice  of  pea*« 
obliged  to  receive  returns  and  deliver  them  to  provost'  mar* 
ehdL     Penalty  in  cases  of  rcipes*  o*  negiecj,  to  be*  fifty 

.  SUAemejrt  of.  possessora  of  skv*s'  to*,  be  fetnialvd  by 
promos*  uwftsW.  Punishment  for  tk»  h^fcyoriag  of  wuh 
aways  by  any.  coloured  free- petto*,  to  be  twice  stewttiftgra 
1  the  pillory  two  hours  each  time.  White  person  may  clear 
himself  oifoath,  and  so  doings  the  accuser  sfhafi  be  punish- 
ed by  te  moderate  whipping.  In  case  of  runaways  discovered 
on  estates,  proprietor  to  be  summoned,  and  examined  on 
oath,  and  to  be  subject  to  the  penalties  on  refusing  to  appear 
or.  to  answer, 

•  Obeah  practices  to  be  pwusfeed  by  whipp tog,  or  tf  death 
have;  ensued,  to  be  punished  by  death. 

An  Jet  to  appoint  commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
an  exact  account  of  the  number,  of  the  coloured  free.people* 
and  number  of  negroes  within  this  government,  and  its, da- 
pendencies. — [9th  January,  1805.] 

Commissioners  for  taking  account  of  negroes  are  to 
summon  proprietors,  &c.  to  make  a  return  of  negroes,  speci- 
fying age,  sex,  &c.  &c.  &c.  Persons  neglecting  or  refusing 
to  comply,  to  forfeit  twenty  pound*  for  eter^  five  d&y,s<neg- 
lecju  Same  with  neglect  to  free  black*  and  coloured,  who 
must  appear,  under  penalty  of  five  pounds/  and  fifteen  days 
imprisonment.  Free  black  and  coloured  persons  wha  have 
not  been  served  with  a  notice,  shall,  nevertheless,  appear 
within  fifteen  days  after  the  publication  of  the  act,  and  an- 
swer all  questions. 

Security  for  good  behaviour  to  be  given.  Commissioners 
appointed,  who  are  to  make  returns  to  the  house  of  assembly  $ 
like  returns  to  be  made  every  year.  Fines  to  be  paid  into 
the  treasury. 
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An  Act  to  revive  an  act,  intituled*  *'  An  Act  to  appoint  com* 
mksioners  for  the  purpose  of  Morning  an  exact  account  of 
the  numbers  of  negroes  tot  thk  government  and  it*  depen- 
dencies."—[4th  September,  letlj 

An  Act  te  eapktmand  amend  an  act,  intituled,  "  An  Act  for 
making  slaves  real  estate,  and  the  better  government  of 
slaves  and  free  negroes"~-[l9th  June*  18130 

Any  slave  feloniously  taking  goods  or  money  to  the  value 
of  twenty  shillings  from  any  other  person,  or  stealing  in  a 
house  to  the  amount  of  six  pounds,  guilty  of  felony  without 
benefit  of  clergy.  Slave  setting  fire  to  any  Swelling  guilty  of 
felony. 

Slaves  guilty  of  crimes  which  affect  their  lives  to  be  tried 
as  free  persons  in  the  court  of  session.  Court  to  appoint 
counsel;  and  in  cases  of  conviction,  owner  to  be  paid  the 
fees  upon  prosecution  of  slaves  in  the  court  of  sessions,  to  be 
paid  by  the  prosecutor  if  the  prosecution  be  adjudged  frivol- 
ous, or  by  the  owner  if  he  have  endeavoured  to  obstruct  the 
course  of  justice  against  the  slave.  Larcenous  thefts,  and  other 
offences  not  affecting  the  life  of  a  slave,  to  be  tried  and  pu- 
nished accordingly  by  two  justices. 

Manumission  registered  in  other  colonies  to  be  held  valid. 
Punishment  of  proprietors  maltreating  their  slaves  shall  be 
fine  or  imprisonment  or  both.  The  court  may  dispose  of 
such  slaves,  if  they  see  fit;  and  order  the  proceeds  to  be 
paid  to  the  owner,  or  otherwise.  Persons  maltreating  slaves 
not  their  property,  punished  by  this  act ;  and  liable,  more^ 
over,  to  prosecution  at  civil  law.  Justices  to  take  cogni- 
zance of  complaints  respecting  cruelty  exercised  upon  any 
slaves ;  and  to  provide  a  place  of  security  for  them,  when 
in  particular  cases  they  shall  think  it  necessary.  Provided, 
that  every  thing  in  this  act  contained  do  first  receive  the  ap- 
probation of  his  Majesty. 


» 

An  Act  to  repeal  the  fourth  dame  of  an  act,  intituled*  "  A$t 
Act  to  explain  and  amend  an  act,  intituled,  '  An  Act  for 
making  slaves  real  estate*  and  the  better  government  of 
slaves  and  free  negroes,*  and  to  amend  and,  re-enact  the 
earner— &Qth  March,  I&IB^ 

Slaves  to  be  tried  as  white  persons,  save  that  slave  evi- 
dence shall  be  admissible.  Court  to  appoint  counsel  for  the 
prisoner.  If  slave  found  guilty,  owner  to  be  paid  the  value* 
Slave  guilty  of  perjury,  liable  to  same  punishment  as  free 
person. 

A  Bill  for  establishing  a  registry  of  negro  and  other  slaves,  in 
the  Island  of  Saint  Fincent  and  its  dependencies.— [XSth 
March,  1817.] 

A  public  registry  to  be  established  for  the  registration  of 
all  negro  and  other  slaves,  to  be  registered  or  returned  for 
registration  on  or  before  the        .  Registry  books  to  be  pro- 
vided for  the  purposevof  the  registry.     On  or  before  the 
day  of  all  persons  in  possession  of  slaves  to  return  lists 

or  schedules  thereof  upon  oath  to  the  secretary  of  these 
islands  tvithin  a  limited  time,  with  the  names,  description, 
and  other  particulars,  of  the  parties  making  such  returns. 
The  schedules  to  describe  the  names,  colours,  employment, 
age  and  country  of  each  slave,  according  to  a  formula  pre- 
fixed to  each  list.  The  returns  to  be  delivered  to  the  secre- 
tary or  his  deputy  on  oath.  The  returns  to  be  registered 
within  a  limited  time  in  the  books  of  registry,  exactly  ac-  . 
cording  to  the  returns.  No  erasures  to  be  permitted  in  the 
registry  books.  Office  copies  of  the  registered  lists  or  returns 
to  be  delivered  to  the  owners. 

When  all  the  returns  are  registered,  notice  thereof  to  be 
given,  and  the  means  of  supplying  omissions  within  a  limited 
time  to  be  therein  specified*  Governor  may  direct  returns  to 
be  received  and  registered  after  the  limited  time,  in  cases  of 
accident  or  unavoidable  impediment,  and  not  from  wilful  de- 
fault.   The  primary  or  original  registration  of  slaves  to  be, 
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authenticated  and  closed  at  the  end  of  a  certain  period*  and 
certified  #u  affidavit  by  the  secretary. 

After  tbe  cxpiratioa  of  three  years  from  the  completion 
of  the  original  registry,  and  after  each  succeeding  period  of 
years,  returns  to  he  delivered,  containing  an  account 
of  all  births  and  deaths  of  slaves  since  the  preceding  returns $ 
with  an  account  of  all  deductions  from/ or  additions  to,  the 
former  stock  of  slaves  by  other  means.  Such  lasfc»mentioned 
return  to  he,  delivered  on  oath*  Persons  omitting  to  register 
slaves  to  forfeit  •  pounds  for  each  slave  unregistered  $ 

one  moiety  to  his  Majesty,  and  the  other  to  the  informer.  If 
the  party  so  offending  be  the  mortgagee,  or  be  .acting  in  any 
other  capacity,  to  be  subject  to  the  same  penalty,  and  liable 
to  the  civil  suit  of  the  party  aggrieved,  and  to  the  payment 
of  double  costs.  Omission  of  returns  from  accident  or  un- 
avoidable impediment,  or  default  of  persons  not  the  absolute 
owners,  to  be  supplied  on  applying  to  the  governor,  stating 
the  facts  of  the  case. 

If  returns  be  wilfully  refused  for  registration  by  the  secre- 
tary, or  if  he  make  any  fraudulent  entries  or  erasures,  he 
shall  upon  conviction  forfeit  his  office,  be  subject  to  the  pains 
and  penalties  of  forgery,  and  be  liable  to  an  action  for 
damages  by  all  parties  aggrieved.  Penalties  for  6uch  of- 
fences by  other  persons,  according  to  the  law  against  forms 
of  records.  Deputies,  &c.  to  be  subject  to  the  like  penalties, 
and  forfeit  their  office.  All  other  persons  so  offending  to  be 
subject  to  like  pains  and  penalties,  and  forfeit  to  his  Majesty 
all  such  slaves  as  shall  be  the  subject  of  such  fraudulent 
entry.  Any  person  falsely  returning  as  slaves  persons  not 
belonging  to  him,  except  runaway  slaves,  as  hereinafter 
mentioned,  to  forfeit  for  each  slave  pounds.    Proviso, 

that  such  penalty  shall  not  extend  to  pases  of  slaves  actually 
employed  on  the  plantation,  or  in  the  service  of  the  owner 
named  in  the  return,  except  when  proved  that  the\return  was 
fraudulently  or  wilfully  false.  Nor  to  ©laves  who  feage  ab- 
sconded from  their  owners,  &c,  so  as  such  owners,  &c. 
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specify  ike**  ia  tin  -affidavit  ori  mtakmg  nednrns>  a*d  also  set 
forth  the  best  description  of  such  negroes  they  can  famish, 
with  'a  statement  of  facts  which  prevent  them  ftwhTOdraply- 
ing  with  the  obligations  of  the  abt  >' 

The  certificate  *f  the^eeteitaryto  be<evi4encfc.  Secretary 
to  be  entitled  to  oertein  foes. 

After  cluing  original  registry  cm  party  etaittrtttg^tfc  tb 
slaves,  as  owner,  &c.  complaining  of  such  tkive^befcg  ottfit* 
ted  to  be  registered,  governor  to  appoint  receiver  of  tihfe* 
gistered  slaves,  receiver  giving  security  to  return  lists  •tfhereor". 

Governor  to'  take  prompt  nfeeaSttres  for  the  eiecntioft  of 
his  order.  Magistrates  and  others  to  be  aiding  therein  raider 
penalty  of  pounds.    Receiver  on  taking  possession  to 

tetarn  lists  of  slaves  to  the  governor  to  be  registered,  sub* 
jeet  to  a  penalty  for  each  slave  outfitted.    After  any 

slave  not  duly  registered  to  be  forfeited  to  his  Majesty.  Go- 
vernment to  make  order  for  safe  custody,  &c.  of  negroes 
until  final  judgment. 

Bounty  per  head  pounds  to  the  informer  for 

every  able-bodied  slave  not  above  years  old,  who  has 

not  been  duly  registered,  and  has  been  condemned  in  conse- 
quence. Persons  herein  swearing  falsely  guilty  of  perjury. 
Negroes  and  coloured  persons  coming  from  other  islands  to 
produce  a  freedom,  or  deemed  runaways. 


TOBAGO. 

An  Act  for  the  good  order  and  government  of  slave*,  and  for 
repealing  an  act  of  this  island,  intituled,  "  An  Act  for  the 
good  order  and  government  of  slaves,  and  for  keeping  them 
under  proper  restraint ;  for  establishing  the  method  of  trial 
in  capital  cases,  and  other  regulations  for  the  greater  se- 
curity of  that  part  of  the  inhabitants  property .^-{Revwed, 
l&th  March  1794.] 

Any  slave  maiming,  &c.  or  attempting  to  maim,  &c.  a 
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person,  shall  suffer  death,  transportation,  or  other 
punishment.  Any  slave  who  shall  insult,  &c.  a  white  per-  . 
son,  shall  he  whipped.  Compassing  the  death  of  a  white 
person  shall  suffer  death,  transportation  or  other  punishment. 
Any  stare  murdering,  maiming,  &c.  any  other  slave,  setting 
fire  to  canes,  &c  j  giving  poison  -,  running  off  the  island $ 
stealing  to  the  value  of  six  pounds ;  maiming  or  destroying 
cattle;  shall  suffer  death  or  arbitrary  punishment.  Slaves 
absenting  themselves  for  a  certain  time  shall  suffer  death,  or 
arbitrary  punishment.  Proviso, — the  slave  must  be  a  year 
in  the  island,  or  absent  a  certain  time.  Slaves  of  the  age  of 
sixteen  absenting  themselves  in  gangs  for  a  limited  time  j 
greatest  offender  shall  suffer  death.  Any  slave  knowing  of  a 
runaway,  and  harbouring  and  receiving  such,  shall  suffer 
death  or  arbitrary  punishment.  White  or  free  person  har- 
bouring and  receiving  shall  forfeit  twenty  pounds  for  first 
offence,  fifty  pounds  for  second  offence,  one  hundred  pounds 
for  third  offence.  If  cannot  pay  fines  to  be  imprisoned,  first 
offence  thirty  days,  second  ditto  three  months,  third  ditto  six 
months.  Prosecution  to  be  commenced  within  one  month 
after  offence  of  concealing,  &c.  Prosecution  for  running 
away  to  be  commenced  within  three  months  after  return. 

No  slave  shall  have  in  his  custody  or  carry  fire  arms,  un- 
less in  pursuit  of  runaways,  or  under  the  direction  of  a  white 
man,  without  a  ticket  from  his  owner  or  manager.  Any 
runaway  carrying  off  fire  arms,  shall  suffer  death  $  if  not  ab- 
sent for  twenty-four  hours,  shall  be  whipt.  Any  criminal 
slave  shall  be  apprehended  by  a  justice,  and  tried  within  ten 
days  by  two  justices  and  three  freeholders.  Jury  to  take  an 
oath  to  try  justly.  Testimony  of  slave  to  be  admitted)  if 
found  guilty,  shall  receive  sentence  of  death  or  other  punish- 
ment. Justices  to  give  notice  of  the  sentence  to  the  com- 
mander-in-chief. Proviso,— in  case  of  an  insurrection,  the 
court  to  issue  a  warrant  to  the  provost  marshal,  &c.  who 
shall  execute  the  sentence.  If  evidence  not  sufficient  to 
condemn,  shall  receive  corporal  punishment.    If  owner  will 

VOL.  iv,  * 
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not  pay  damages,  criminal  to  be  adjudged  the  property  tif 
the  party. 

If  any  justice  or  freeholder  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  try 
any  slave,  he  shall  forfeit  twenty  pounds.  Not  reporting 
the  sentence,  shall  forfeit  ten  pounds. 

If  any  free  person  shall  be  convicted  of  carrying  off,  or 
attempting  to  carry  off  any  slave,  shall  suffer  death.  If  any 
proprietor  shall  bring  back  any  slave  whom  he  knew  to  be 
transported,  such  slave  shall  be  forfeited  and  sold  for  public 
uses.  Purchasers  to  give  bond  to  transport  such  slave  within 
one  month.  No  slave  shall  carry  a  cutlass  or  offensive  weapon, 
except  upon  the  occasions  mentioned  in  this  clause,  Without 
a  ticket  from  his  owner,  under  the  penalty  of  being  whipped* 
Any  slave  convicted  of  gaming,  shall  be  whipped. 

All  slaves  found  off  their  owner's  plantation  without  per- 
mission in  writing,  to  be  deemed  runaways ;  any  person  may 
apprehend,  and  carry  them  to  their  owner.  Apprehender  to 
receive  a  dollar,  if  absent  one  day ;  thirty  shillings  if  absent 
more  than  two  days  -,  and  ninepence  per  mile.  If  owner  not 
known,  to  be  delivered  to  the  provost  marshal,  who  shall 
advertise  them  in  the  gazette.  If  no  gazette,  then  at  Scar- 
borough, George  Town,  and  Plymouth,  for  six  weeks.  If 
provost  marshal  foil  so  to  do,  shall  forfeit  five  pounds.  If 
slave  so  advertised,  not  claimed  within  six  weeks,  to  be  sold 
by  outcry,  and  after  deducting  charges,  price  to  be  deposited 
in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  the  island,  to  the  use  of  the 
public  until  the  owner  shall  appear.  Provost  marshal  to 
render  an  account  upon  oath.  Any  slave  taking  up  a  run- 
away shall  have  the  benefit  of  it  5  any  person  depriving  a 
slave  of  such  benefit  to  forfeit  treble  the  value. 

No  person  except  provost  marshal,  shall  keep  runaways 
above  ten  days  5  nor  shall  he  or  any  other  person'  employ 
them,  nor  suffer  those  in  custody  to  want  proper  food,  &c. 
under  the  penalty  of  fifty  pounds.  And  if  any  of  them  shall 
die  for  want  of  food,  &c.  the  provost  marshal  to  forfeit  dou- 
ble the  value  to  the  owner.    A  surgeon  to  be  called  to  the 
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slave  dangerously  ill,  to  be  paid  by  the  owner.  Persons 
claiming  slaves  to  swear  to  the  property.  Marshal  to  keep 
runaways  till  paid  for  taking  them  up,  with  two  shillings  and 
sixpence  per  pound  for  laying  out  the  money,  and  one  shilling 
and  sixpence  for  every  twenty- four  hours  the  slave  hath  been 
in  custody.  Marshal  to  forfeit  to  the  owner  the  value  of  the 
slaves  allowed  (to  escape.  Marshal  disposing  of  slaves  not 
having  been  six  weeks  in  custody,  to  forfeit  the  value.  Slaves 
to  be  sold  by  public  outcry  at  Scarborough  between  the  hours 
of  ten  and  twelve. 

Any  person  may  destroy  plantations  deserted  for  Ax 
months. 

Owners  of  plantations  to  have  one  acre  of  ground  in  pro- 
visions for  every  five  slaves  under  the  penalty  of  ten  pounds 
for  every  acre  wanting.  Justices  at  the  quarter  sessions  in 
January  and  July  to  direct  two  freeholders  to  inspect  the 
provision  ground,  and  to  inspect  upon  oath  the  sufficiency  or 
insufficiency  thereof.  The  justices,  upon  report  of  the 
ground  being  insufficient,  to  issue  a  precept  to  a  constable 
to  summon  the  proprietor  to  appear  at  the  next  quarter  ses- 
sions, to  shew  cause  why  the  penalty  of  ten  pounds  should 
not  be  levied  $  and  failing  to  appear,  or  appearing  not  shew* 
log  sufficient  cause  of  excuse,  the  penalty  to  be  adjudged  to 
the  treasurer  for  the  public  uses  of  the  island,  to  be  levied  on 
the  goods  of  such  proprietor.  Proprietors  of  plantations  not 
cleared1  for  two  years,  neglecting  to  feed  their  negroes  pro- 
perty, to  forfeit  ten  shillings  for  every  slave  on  the  planta- 
tion* to  the  use  of  his  Majesty. 

Slaves  to  have  clothing  once  a  year,  under  the  penalty  of 
thirty  shillings  for  every  slave  unclothed. 

Persons  wickedly  killing  negroes  to  be  adjudged  guilty  of 
murder,  and  suffer  death  according  to  the  laws  of  England, 
forfeiture  of  lands  and  chattels  only  excepted.  Slaves  de- 
serving punishment  may  be  chained  and  moderately  whip- 
ped >  but  not  to  be  tortured,  mutilated,  or  punished  with 
cruelty.    Persons  killing  slaves  stealing  or  running  away, 
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and  by  night,  out  of  their  owner's  ground,  and  refusing  to 
submit,  shall  not  be  liable  to  fine  or  prosecution.  Slaves 
killed  running  away,  &c.  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the  public 
treasury.  One  slave  killing  another,  the  price  paid  by  the 
public  on  executing  the  murderer,  to  be  equally  divided  be- 
tween the  owners  of  the  murderer  and  murdered.  Slaves 
committing  capital  offences,  shall  suffer  death,  or  such  other 
punishment  as  the  justices  and  freeholders  shall  think  fit. 
When  only  one,  or  less  than  the  whole  of  the  criminals  shall 
suffer  death,  the  rest  to  be  returned  to  the  owners,  after  re- 
ceiving corporal  punishment;  the  owners  of  the  slaves  so 
returned,  shall  bear  a  proportional  share  of  the  loss  of  the 
slaves  put  to  death  >  and  the  owners  of  those  put  to  death 
and  returned,  to  pay  proportionally  the  damage  done  by  the 
criminals,  not  exceeding  the  value  of  the  slaves  executed* 

Owners  concealing  negroes  guilty  of  felony,  (running 
away  excepted)  and  neglecting  to  prosecute  for  six  weeks 
after  notice  of  the  crime,  shall  be  debarred  from  receiving 
any  consideration  for  the  slave  so  convicted  5  and  the  price  al- 
lowed by  the  public  shall  be  paid  to  the  informer.  Any  person 
sending  off  the  island  any  slave  belonging  to  him  who  hath 
killed  another  slave,  shall  pay  the  price  of  the  slave  killed. 

Any  free  person  who  shall  sell,  or  give  to  a  slave  fire 
arms,  to  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  pounds  for  each 
offence ;  and  refusing  to  pay,  to  be  levied  on  his  goods.  The 
goods  so  to  be  levied  on  to  be  sold  by  outcry.  Marshal  to 
retain  five  per  cent,  on  the  monies  forfeited  with  all  expenses. 
And  for  want  of  distress,  the  body  of  the  party  offending  to 
be  attached,  and  committed  to  gaol  till  the  same  shall  be 
paid. 

Any  free  person  selling  spirituous  liquors  to  any  slave, 
without  permission  of  the  owner,  to  forfeit  a  sum  not  less 
than  ten  pounds  nor  exceeding  fifty  pounds,  one  half  to  the 
informer,  and  the  other  to  the  public  uses  of  the  island.  Pro- 
prietors permitting  slaves  to  beat  drums,  or  assemble  for  bad 
purposes,  to  forfeit  ten  pounds. 
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Proprietors  in  the  first  week  of  January,  April,  July,  and 
October,  in  every  year,  to  give  in  upon  oath,  a  list  of  the 
names  and  descriptions  of  their  runaway  slaves,  under  the 
penalty  of  five  pounds  for  each  neglect.  The  justice  to  re* 
turn  such  lists  within  fourteen  days  to  the  register's  office,  to 
be  entered  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  by  the 
register,  who  shall  be  entitled  to  ninepenee  per  head  for  each 
runaway  negro  so  entered,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  public 
treasury. 

No  person  to  permit  slaves  to  hire  out  themselves,  nor 
shall  hire  any  slaves  but  from  their  masters,  under  the  pe- 
nalty of  ten  pounds.  Mulattos  hawking  any  goods,  shall 
forfeit  them,  and  be  further  punished  as  the  magistrate  shall 
think  fit/  Proviso, — that  the  same  shall  not  prohibit  the 
selling  of  provisions,  &c. 

Justices  to  do  their  duty  when  martial  law  shall  be  in 
force.  Justices  at  their  sessions  in  October  in  every  year,  to 
limit  the  number  of  holidays  to  be  given  to  slaves  at  Christ- 
mas. The  provost  marshal,  his  deputy,  or  constables,  re* 
fusing  to  do  their  duty,  to  forfeit  twenty  pounds  for  each 
offence. 

Penalties  to  be  applied  one  half  to  the  king,  one  half  to 
informer.  Actions  must  be  brought  within  twelve  months* 
Treble  costs  to  defendants  sued  for  executing  this  act. 

An  act  of  the  8  Geo.  III.  for  the  good  government  of 
slavcfe,  &c.  repealed. 

An  Act  for  establishing  regulations  respecting  slaves  arriving  in 
this  island,  or  resident  therein,  except  such  as  are  imported 
direct  from  the  coast  of  Africa. — [Passed  3lst  May,  1794; 
revived  12th  October,  1799.] 

Every  master  of  a  vessel  to  declare  at  the  custom-house 

r 

on  his  arrival,  the  number  and  particular  description  of  any 
slaves  he  may  have  on  board,  under  penalty  of  thirty-three 
pounds*  Such  slaves  not  to  be  landed  without  permission 
in  writing  from  the  governor  or  commander-in-chief.  Slaves 
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landed  without  permission,  to  be  forfeited.  Slaves  landed 
without  permission,  to  be  taken  up  and  sold  by  the  provost 
marshal.  Slaves  resident  now  in  the  island  shewing  any 
Spirit  for  promoting  seditious  principles,  to  be  tried,  and  if 
condemned  to  death,  may  be  sold  and  transported.  Slaves 
convicted  on  information  of  their  masters  to  be  appraised, 
and  the  value  paid  to  their  masters.  This  act  to  continue  in 
rorce  three  years. 

An  Act  to  prevent  more  effectually  slaves  absenting  themselves 
•    from  the  service  qf  their  matters,  owners,  or  renters. — p>#A 
November,  1807J 

Slaves,  above  the  number  of  two,  absenting  themselves 
without  leave,  or  running  away,  the  ringleaders  or  greatest 
offenders  shall  suffer  death,  or  other  punishment. 

An  Act  to  amend  an  act,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  prevent  the 
clandestine  departure  of  persons  from  the  island.— ~[%9th 
April,  1814.] 

Every  person  underwriting  another  whose  name  is  set  up 
fa  the  aecretary's  office,  shall,  previously  to  underwriting, 
make  a  positive  affidavit  of  the  debt  doe  to  him  by  the  per- 
son he  is  about  to  underwrite,  before  one  of  the  justices  of 
the  court  of  common  pleas,  and  lodge  the  same  in  the  secre- 
tary's office:  and  without  such  affidavit,  no  underwriting 
shall  prevent  the  secretary  from  issuing  a  ticket  to  a  person 
setting  up  his  name.  The  secretary  of  the  island  shall  pub- 
lish in  the  gazette  every  Week,  the  names  of  persons  putting 
up  their  names  to  depart  the  island;  and  shall  publish  the 
date  of  his  issuing  tickets,  whether  taken  out  by  complying 
With  the  setting  up  of  the  name  for  fourteen  days*  or  upon 
giving  security  5  provided  that  it  shall  not  be  necessary  to 
publish  any  name  more  than  once. 
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An  Act  to  compel  person  manumitting  in  this  island^  to  pro- 
vide for  their  support,  and  to  restrict  manumission  of  slaves 
belonging  to  other  islands. — [19th  October,  1814.] 

No  manumission  shall  be  deemed  valid  unless  the  public 
treasurer's  receipt  be  indorsed  upon  it  for  one  hundred 
pounds.  Every  Mich  manumission  to  be  recorded  in  the 
secretaries  office.  Every  person  having  such  manumission, 
entitled  to  eight  pounds  per  annum  during  natural  life.  At 
decease,  sum  paid  shall  remain  £00*  public  uses  of  the  colony. 
No  manumission  under  last  will  and  testament  to  take  effect, 
until  one  hundred  pounds  is  paid  into  the  treasury;  Person 
so  manumitted,  and  receipt  duly  recorded,  entitled  to  same 
dividend  as  ordered  in  former  clause.  Manumission  of  slave 
or  slaves  belonging  to  other  islands,  shall  be  proved  or  re- 
corded without  receipt  required  being  indorsed  thereon. — 
Secretary  not  to  record  manumission  without  receipt,  under 
penalty  of  one  hundred  pounds.  No  dividend  payable  upon 
*ums  paid  into  treasury  for  manumission  of  slaves  belonging 
to  other  islands ;  but  sums  so  paid,  shall  be  applicable  im- 
mediately to  public  uses  of  the  colony. 

An  4ct  to  establish  a  public  registry  of  all  slaves  in  the  colony 
of  Tobagp.— -[$34  January,  I8I7,] 

Public  registry  of  slaves  established  in  this,  island.  Re- 
gistrar appointed,  who  is  to  neon  oath.  Treasurer's  office 
to  be  the  office  of  registry .  Register  books  to  be  provided  at 
*  public  expense.  ^11  pemoas  in  possession  of  slaves  to  return 
lists  or  schedules  thereof  upon  oath  to  the  registrar  within  a 
limited  time,  with  their  names,  descriptions,  and  other  par- 
ticnlars.  The  returns  to  be  personally,  delivered  by  the 
persons  making  the  same  to  the  registrar.  The  return  to  be 
registered  within  a  limited  thrie.  Returns  or  schedules  to 
be  entered  In  the  books  of  registry  in  a  prescribed  manner  and 
ibrm. 

When  the  books  are  filled,  new  books  to  be  opened,  and 
paged  in  continuation.     Indexes  of  plantations  or  owners 
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names  to  be  prefixed  to  eacji  book.  No  erasure  to  be  per* 
mitted  in  the  books  of  registry.  Office  copies  of  the  regis- 
tered lists  or  returns  to  be  delivered  to  the  owners.  Governor 
may  direct  to  be  received  and  registered  after  the  limited 
time  in  certain  cases.  The  primary  or  original  registration 
of  slaves  to  be  authenticated  and  closed  with  the  affidavit  of 
the  registration.  Duplicate  books  of  the  original  entry  to 
be  prepared  and  transmitted  to  England. 

Annual  returns  of  slaves  to  be  hereafter  made. 

Annual  returns  to  be  delivered  on  oath,  according  to  * 
form.  The  former  register  of  slaves  to  be  corrected,  enlarge 
ed,  and  continued,  according  to  the  annual  returns.  Animal 
returns  to  be  registered  according  to  a  given  manner.  At 
-the  end  of  the  registration  of  each  annual  return;  the  whole 
number  of  slaves  then  belonging  to  each  plantation  or 
owner  be  summed  up  and,  entered.  On  proving  that  re- 
turns have  not  been  wijfully  omitted,  the  governor  may 
allow  of.  the  return  being  received.  General  accounts  or  ab- 
stracts of  all  annual  returns  to  be  made  out  by  the  registrar 
and  authenticated  on  oath,  and  transmitted  to  England.  If 
returns  unduly  received,  or  refused  for  registration  by  the 
registrar,  parties  aggrieved  may  appeal  to  the  governor,  and 
from  hint  to  the  king  in  council,  giving  security. 

Penalties  on  the  registrar  for  making  or  permitting  any 
false  or-  fraudulent  entries  in  the  books  of  registry,  and  for 
fraudulent  erasures j  the  same  as  on  forgers  of  public  records. 
Penalties  for  falsely  returning  as  slaves  persons  not  belong- 
ing to  the  plantation  or  owner  to  be  one  hundred  pounds. 

Penalties  on  persons  wilfully  neglecting  to  make  original 
or  annual  returns  to  be  one  hundred  pounds. 

When  slaves  become  entitled  to  the  provisions  of  the 
abolition  act,*  by  the  wilful  default  of  any  person,  the.  de- 
faulter to  be  liable  in  damages  to  the  party  prejudiced.  .  Pe- 
-  nalties  on  persons  holding  any  negro,  &c.  in  slavery,  by 
means  of  any  false  returns,  to  be  two  hundred  pounds. 
Negroes  and  people  of  colour  to  present  themselves  before 
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the  governor,  a  member  of  council,  or  registrar  of  slaves, 
within  ten  days  after  their  arrival,  and  produce  certificate, 
&c.  of  freedom,  or  be  liable  to  be  ordered  to  depart  this 
colony.  The  certificate  of  the  registrar  to  be  evidence  of  the 
registration  of  slaves.  After  the  closing  of  the  original  regis- 
try, no  estate  or  property  in  slaves  to  be  created  or  transferred 
unless  they  shall  have  been  duly  registered.  Provided  al- 
ways, that  no  deed  or  instrument  shall  be  avoided  by  reason 
of  any  clerical  error,  &c.  in  the  name  or  description  of  slaves. 
Nothing  herein  to  avoid  or  impeach  any  will,  &c.  for  want 
of  the  registered  names  and  description  of  slaves.  Returns 
made  under,  this  act  to  supersede  the  necessity  of  all  annual 
returns  of  slaves  now  required  to  be  made  under  the  Road 
Bill,  Deficiency  Bill,  or  Annual  Money  Bill. 

Registrar' 8  salary  to  be  five  hundred  pounds  for  the  first 
year,  and  four  hundred  pounds  for  each  subsequent  year; 
with  certain  fees* 

Perjury  committed  in  any  manner  relating  to  this  act, 
to  be  punished  as  in  cases  of  wilful  perjury  at  common  law. 

Nothing  contained  in  this  act  to  be  construed  to  abridge 
the  rights  and  privileges  granted  to  this  island  by  former 
proclamations,  treaties,  and  acts.  This  act  to  be  printed, 
and  distributed  by  the  governor,  president  of  the  council, 
speaker  of  the  assembly,  and  registrar  of  slaves. 

This  act  to  be  deemed  a  public  act,  and  taken  notice  of 
aa.such. 


302  APPENDIX. 


SOME  ACCOUNT 


or  THE 


BRITISH  SETTLEMENTS 


ON 


THE  MUSQUITO  SHORE. 


Drawn  up  far  the  Ute  of  Government  m  1773. 


Having  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  his  Majesty's  council  of  this 
island,  it  has  lately  fallen  to  my  lot  to  be  nominated  in  a 
committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  rise  of  some  distur- 
bances and  disputes  among  the  British  inhabitants  on  the 
Musqtiito  shore.    In  this  capacity  many  letters  and  papers  of 
importance  have  been  submitted  to  my  inspection,  and  sundry 
examinations  of  persons  taken  before  me;  from  whence,  and 
some  other  very  authentic  and  well  selected  information, 
communicated  to  me  by  some  intelligent  friends  who  resided 
many  years  on  the  spot,*  I  have  stated  the  following  par- 
ticulars, which,  I  trust,  not  only  prove,  beyond  all  contradic- 
tion, the  right  of  the  British  crown  to  the  sovereignty  of  this 
delightful  and  most  valuable  country,  but  also  show,  that 
such  advantages  will  naturally  result  to  ourrevenues,  com- 

•  For  the  description  which  follows  of  the  country,  and  its  native  inhabi- 
tants, I  am  principally  indebted  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  W*****t  who  resided  some 
years  on  the  Musquito  shore,  and  which  I  give  chiefly  in  his  own  words,  be- 
cause I  cannot  hope  to  add  perspicuity  or  force  to  his  very  satisfactory  and 
elegant  account; 


APPENDIX.  205 

merce,  aad  navigation,  from  its  further  settlement  and  im- 
provement! such  easy  channels  be  opened,  from  our  pos- 
session of  it,  of  attacking  the  Spanish  dominions  in  time  of 
war,  and  such  grateful  returns  be  made  to  the  private  ad- 
venturer for  whatever  sums  may  be  expended  in  its  cultiva- 
tion, as  well  deserve  the  most  serious  attention  of  government* 
Lest,  however,  it  should  be  supposed,  that  my  duty,  as  one 
of  his  Majesty's  council  requires  me  to  suppress  every  infor- 
mation which  I  have  received  on  this  occasion,  I  think  it 
necessary  to  premise,  that  I  have  stated  no  one  fact  or  cir- 
cumstance, but  what  is  of  public  concern  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Great  Britain,  and  of  common  notoriety  on  the  Musquito 
shore.  But,  though  I  have  strictly  observed  this  rule, 
throughout  the  whole  of  this  paper,  I  think  myself,  at  the 
same  time,  free  to  declare,  that  neither  in  my  capacity  above- 
mentioned,  nor  otherwise,  have  I  yet  met  with  any  informa- 
tion, reasoning,  or  occurrence,  whatever,  which  either  ought 
to,  or  can,  in  the  smallest  degree,  invalidate  or  weaken  the 
account  which  I  am  about  to  give. 

*  With  this  plea  I  proceed : — and,  first,  in  regard  to  the 
right  which  Great  Britain  has  to  the  dominion  of  this 
country;  the  following  facts  appear  to  me  to  be  clear  and 
incontrovertible  5  namely,  that  the  native  Indians  of  this 
country  have  never  been  conquered  by,  nor  did  they  ever 
submit  to,  the  Spanish  government ;— that  the  Spaniards 
had  never  any  settlement  among  them 5— that,  during  the 
course  of  upwards  of  one  hundred  years,  they  have  main* 
tafned  a  strict  and  uninterrupted  alliance  and  friendship  with 
the  subjects  of  Great  Britain : — that  they  have  made  a  free 
and  formal  cession  of  the  dominion  of  their  country  to  his 
Majesty* s  predecessors,  acknowledging  the  king  of  Groat 
Britain  for  their  sovereign,  before  the  American  treaty  con* 
eluded  at  Madrid  in  1670 :— th*t  this  cession  of  the  Indians 
to  the  British  crown  was  accepted  ion  behalf  of  the  king  of 
Great  Britain,  has  been  frequently  and  very  formally  repeat-  , 
ed  by  the  natives  5— end  finally,  that  this-  accumulation  of 
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British  right  was  not  impaired  by  the  last  treaty  of  peace. 
These  positions,  I  say,  appear  to  me  certain  and  indis- 
putable. 

The  first  two  are  admitted  by  the  Spaniards  themselves. 
In  regard  to  the  next,  namely  the  alliance  of  the.  natives  with 
the  subjects  and  crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  their  submission 
to  its  government,  previous  to  1670;  the  following  circum- 
stances, which,  I  presume,  may  be  abundantly  confirmed  by 
original  papers  now  in  the  plantation  office,  are  recorded  by 
Sir  Hans  Sloane,  who  was  himself  present  in  Jamaica,  when 
the  Musquito  king,  in  person,  applied  to  the  Duke  of  Albe- 
marle, governor  of  that  island,  in  the  reign  of  James  the 
Second,  to  renew  his  allegiance,  and  to  crave  protection. 

"  The  memorial  and  substance,*'  says  Sir  Hans,  "  of 
what  he  (the  Musquito  king)  and  the  people  with  him  repre- 
sented to  the  Duke  of  Albemarle,  was,  that  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  the  First,  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  by  virtue  of  letters 
of  reprisal,  possessed  himself  of  several  islands  in  the  West 
Indies,  particularly  that  of  Providence  (since  called  by  the 
Spaniards  St.  Cataiina),  which  is  situated  13°  10'  N»  lat. 
lying  east  from  Cape  Gracias-a-Dios   (vulgarly  known  by 
the  name  of  the  Musquitos)  between  thirty  and  forty  leagues  j 
which  put  the  said  earl  upon  all  ways  and  means  of  future 
correspondence  with  the  natives  of  the  said  cape  and  neigh- 
bouring country  $  and,  in  some  little  time,  he  was  so  suc- 
cessful as  to  gain  that  point,  and  prevailed  with  them  so  far 
as  to  persuade  them  to  send  home  the  king's  son,  leaving 
one  of  his  people  as  hostage  for  him,  which  was  Colonel 
Morris,  now  living  at  New  York.    The  Indian  prince  going 
home  with  the  said  earl,  staid  in  England  three  years,  in  which 
.  time  the  Indian  king  died,  and  the  natives  haying  in  that  time 
intercourse  and  commerce  with  those  of  Providence  were  soon 
made  sensible  of  the  grandeur  of  his  Majesty  of  Great  Britain, 
and  how  necessary  his  protection  was  to  them;  upon  the 
return  of  the  said  Indian  prince,  they  persuaded  him  to  resign 
up  his  authority  and  power  over  them,  and  with  them  una* 
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nimously  declare  themselves  the  subjects  of  his  laid  Majesty 
of  Great  Britain  $  in  which  opinion/'  continues  Sir  Hans, 
"  they  have  ever  since  persisted,  and  do  own  no  other  su- 
preme command  over  them." — Hist,  of  Jamaica,  1st  Edit, 
vol,  i.  p.  76.) 

In  the  month  of  June,  1670,  the  famous  American  treaty 
was  signed  at  Madrid,  of  which  the  7th  article  stands  as 
follows : 

"  The  king  of  Great  Britain,  his  heirs,  and  successors, 
shall  have,  hold,  and  possess,  for  ever,  with  full  right  of 
sovereign  dominion,  property,  and  possession,  all  lands, 
countries,  islands,  colonies,  and  dominions,  whatever,  situ- 
ated in  the  West  Indies,  or  in  any  part  of  America,  which 
the  said  king  of  Great  Britain,  and  his  subjects,  do  at  this 
present  hold  and  possess  $  so  that  in  regard  thereof,  or  upon 
any  colour  or  pretence  whatever,  nothing  may,  or  ought, 
ever  to  be  urged,  nor  any  question  or  controversy  moved, 
concerning  the  same,  hereafter."  Let  us  now  refer  to  the 
last  treaty  of  peace,  of  which  the  17th  article  is  as  follows  s 
"  His  Britannic  Majesty  shall  cause  to  be  demolished  all  the 
fortifications  which  his  subjects  shall  have  erected  in  the  Bay 
of  Honduras,  and  other  places  of  the  territory  of  Spain,  in  that 
part  of  the  world,  within  four  months  after  the  ratification 
of  the  treaty,*'  &c. 

From  ignorance,  as  it  would  seem,  that  the  first  of  these 
articles  ever  existed,  or  from  some  most  unaccountable  mis- 
apprehension and  misconstruction  of  the  second,  has  solely 
•risen  any  doubt  of  his  Majesty's  just  right  to  the  sovereignty 
of  this  country;  for,  it  must  be  remembered,  that  the  Mua- 
quito  shore  is  no  part  of  the  Bay  of  Honduras,  nor  was  it 
ever  esteemed  as  such  by  the  Spaniards  themselves,  as  plainly 
appears  by  every  chart  of  this  coast  in  use  among  them.  The 
bay  or  gulf  of  Honduras  extends  from  Cape  Catoche,  in 
N.  lat.  81°  0'  W.  Ion.  86?  £0'  (reckoning  from  London),  to 
Cape  Honduras,  in  lat  N.  16°  and  W.  Ion.  85°  55'.  From 
£ape  Honduras  to  the  northern  branch  or  mouth  of  the  Lake 
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Nicaragua,  commonly  called  St.  John's  River,  in  1st.  about 
10°  25',  lies  the  sea  coast  of  the  country  commonly  called 
the  Mosquito  shore ;  a  country  on  which  the  Spaniards  never 
bad  any  footing,  claim  of  occupancy,  or  possession,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  world  to  this  day.  If  they  had,  they  re* 
linqaished  it  by  the  first  of  the  foregoing  articles ;  for  the 
native  Indians  of  this  country,  who  had  happily  preserved 
their  freedom  and  independency,  amidst  the  general  carnage 
and  desolation  which  the  Spaniards  had  spread  over  the  ter- 
ritories around  them,  had  already  applied  for  and  obtained 
the  British  protection  5  acknowledging  the  king  of  England 
for  their  sovereign,  as  we  have  already  shown ;  so,  that  in 
fact,  they  were  included  in  the  very  words  of  the  above 
article,  being  at  that  time,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  sub- 
jects of  the  British  crown.  This,  their  submission  to  the 
sovereignty  of  Great  Britain,  was  not  only  most  solemnly 
renewed,  by  the  Musquito  king  in  person,  to  the  Duke  of 
Albemarle,  when  governor  of  Jamaica,  as  before  stated,  but 
it  is  a  fact,  not  to  be  denied,  that  they  have  made  it  a  point 
to  give,  to  almost  every  succeeding  governor,  fresh  assurances 
of  their  allegiance;  in  consequence  of  which,  Great  Britain 
did,  for  upwards  of  a  century,  afford  them  protection;  and 
has  for  many  years  constantly  distributed  annual  presents 
among  their  native  chieftains.  In  the  year  1741,  a  regular 
establishment  of  troops,  under  the  command  of  a  superin- 
tended, was  fi*ed  there  j  and  an  administration  of  justice, 
by  magistrates  and  courts  of  quarter  session,  was  constituted 
in  1744,  which  continued  to  subsist  under  the  auspices  of 
government,  till  the  last  peace,  when  the  troops  and  military 
stores  were  removed,  and  orders  given  to  dismount  the  guns, 
and  dismantle  the -fortifications  which  our  people  had  built, 
for  the  protection  of  themselves  and  their  faithful  ftienlly 
allies,  the  native  Indians,  who  were  now  to  be  exposed  to 
the  implacable  resentment  of  a  power  from  which  they  had 
every  thing  to  dread,  and  by  which,  but  for  our  protection, 
they  had  long  ago  been  exterminated.     These  impolitic 
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orders  were  evidently  grounded  on  a  most  unaccountable 
notion  that  the  Musquito  shore  was  part  of  the  Bay  of  Hon* 
duras ;  an  astonishing  instance  of  inattention,  to  call  it  by  no 
harsher  name.  As  it  is  no  part  of  the  Bay  of  Honduras,  so 
neither  is  it  any  part  "  of  the  territory  of  Spain  in  that  part 
of  the  world ;"  for  admitting  the  Spanish  claim  of  predis- 
covery  of  the  whole  of  this  coast,  aided  as  it  was  by  the  be* 
nevolent  grant  of  Pope  Alexander  the  Sixth,  and  admitting 
even  (which  I  have  shown  is  not  the  case)  that  the  subject) 
of  England  had  no  intercourse  with  the  country  previous  to 
the  conclusion  of  the  American  treaty  in  1670,  will  it  be  pre* 
tended,  in  a  nation  so  enlightened  as  ours,  that  circumstances 
Of  this  kind  are  sufficient  to  justify  the  pretensions  of  the 
Spanish  crown  to  enslave  a  free  people,  who,  if  not  the  sub* 
jeets  of  Great  Britain,  are,  by  the  laws  of  God  and  the  uner- 
ring dictates  of  human  nature,  free  at  this  day,  to  yield  al* 
legiance  to  what  power  they  please } 

Having  thus  briefly  shown,  that  the  right  of  Great  Britain 
to  the  sovereign  dominion  of  this  country  is  founded  on  the 
best  of  all  titles,  namely,  the  unrestrained  and  spontaneous 
consent  of  its  free  and  ancient  inhabitants,  I  shall  now  give 
the  best  account  I  am  able  of  the  country  itself. 

The  sea  coast,  as  before  described,  extends  from  Cape 
Honduras  to  the  northern  branch  of  the  Nicaragua  or  St. 
John's  river,  a  space  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  leagues  j 
And  if  the  distant  mountains,  which  bound  the  Spanish  terri- 
tories behind,  be  considered  as  the  inland  line,  Great  Britain 
possesses  an  extent  of  country  here,  more  than  half  as  large 
as  the  kingdom  of  Portugal. 

Of  the  present  British  settlements,  the  three  principal  are 
Black  River,  about  twenty-six  leagues,  nearly  east,  from  Cape 
Honduras  $  Cape  Gracias-a-Dios  in  lat.  14°  54',  about  fifty* 
four  leagues,  nearly  E.  S.  E.  from  Black  River;  and  Blew- 
fields,  about  seventy  leagues,  nearly  south,  from  Cape  Gra~ 
cias-a-Dios. 

From  Blewfields  to  Black  River  the  country  is  generally 
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flat  for  many  miles  from  the  sea  coast  3  but  it  rises  into  hills 
much  sooner  to  the  westward  of  Black  River,  and  to  the 
southward,  of  Blewfields. 

J&veiy  variety  of  animal  and  vegetable  nature,  for  use  or 
beauty,  for  food  or  luxury,  has  been  most  liberally  bestowed 
on  this  country.    It  is  every  where  plentifully  watered;  and 
the  soil  is  almost  every  where  fertile  in  a  very  uncommon 
degree,  and  capable  of  producing,  in  the  utmost  perfection, 
whatever  is  produced  between  the  tropics.   The  cotton  bush, 
the  cocoa  or  chocolate-nut,  and  veneiloes,  flourish  spontane- 
ously aU  over  the  country.    Indigo,  too,  is  a  native,  and 
appears  to  be  of  the  same  sort  with  that  of  the  neighbouring 
province  of  Gnatimal,  which  is  accounted  the  best  of  any. 
The  sugar-cane  arrives  here  to  as  great  perfection  as  in  any 
of  the  islands}  and  the  quantity  of  mahogany  and  sarsa- 
parflla,  annually  exported  from  hence  to  Great  Britain,  ren- 
ders the  settlement  already  an  object  of  no  small,  importance 
in  the  scale  of  her  commerce  and  navigation.  The  rivers  and 
coasts  abound  with  excellent  fish  5  and  the  finest  turtle,  both 
for  food  and  shell,  is  found  here  in  greater  plenty  than  in  any 
part  of  the  known  world.   To  which  it  may  be  added,  and  it 
is  a  circumstance  of  no  small  utility  in  an  infant  settlement, 
that  the,  mouths  of  many  of  the  principal  rivers  produce  a 
prodigious  quantity  of  oysters,  both  of  the  mangrove  and  fiat 
species  j  of  the  latter  sort,  there  are  banks  that  appear  inex- 
haustible $  so  that  with  respect  to  food,  the  inhabitants  of 
this  country  seem  almost  to  be  exempted  from  the  general 
curse  entailed  on  our  first  parents. 

In  1770  there  were,  exclusive  of  the  natives,  about  four- 
teen hundred  inhabitants,  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  of  whom 
two  hundred  and  six.  were,  whites,  about  as  many  more  of 
v  mixed  blood,  and  about  nine  hundred  slaves.    Of  these,  one 

hundred  and  thirty-six  whites,  one  hundred  and  twelve  mix- 
tures, and  about  six  hundred  slaves,  were  at  or  within  a  few 
miles  of  the  Black  River;  which,  however,  is,  in  almost 
every  view,  one  of  the  most  ineligible  situations  for  a  capital ; 
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and^  indeed,  it  became  the  first  settlement  chiefly  on  account 
of  what  causes  this  ineligibility :  its  nearness  to  one  extremity 
of  the  shore,  and  there  being  only  about  six  feet  Water  on  its 
bar,  having  rendered  this  river  the  readiest  and  safest  retreat 
for.  our  logwood  cutters,  who  were  driven  from  the  Bay  of 
Honduras  in  1730. 

B)ewfield8  has  very  greatly  the  advantage  over  Black 
River  in  several  respects,  and  bids  fair  to  become  a  place  of 
importance.  There  is  generally  twelve  or  thirteen  feet  water 
'at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour.    The  Bluff,  an  extensive 
rocky  eminence,  of  very  easy  defence,  has  naturally  almost 
every  requisite  for  a  town,  and  presents  So  bold  a  bank  to  the 
harbour,  that  vessels  of  any  burden  may  lie  close  to  it  when 
they  load ;  and  several  noble  rivers,  after  having  watered 
some  of  the  richest  land,  perhaps,  in  the  world,  empty  them- 
selves in  the  vast  lagoon  of  which  this  harbour  is  part.    But 
it  is  full  of  worms,  and  much  too  far  to  the  southward. 

The  harbour  of  Cape  Gracias-a-Dtos  is  formed  by  an  arm 
of  the  sea,  large  enough  to  hold  the  navy  of  Great  Britain, 
and  open  only  from  E.  by  S.  to  S.  S.  W.  from  which  points 
the  wind  seldom  blows  there.  The  inhabitants  live  on  the 
edge  of  a  very  large  savanna,  perpetually  covered  with  the 
most  fattening  pasturage,  and  bounding  on  the  river  Wanks,* 
which  arises  very  near  the  South  Sea,  and  after  successively 
passing  the  Spaniards,  Indians  friendly  to  the  Spaniards, 
Indians  friendly  to  us,  and  Musquito  Indians,  rolls  over  a 
shallow  bar  into  the  sea  at  this  cape. 

The  strength  of  current,  and  various  course  of  this  river, 
and  many  other  obstructions  to  measurement  of  distance, 
make  it  very  difficult  to  ascertain  the  breadth  of  the  conti- 
nent $  but  mules  have  been  brought  down  to  the  cape,  from 
a  place  supposed  to  be  considerably  more  than  a  hundred. 

*  Or  Vankes ;  called  also  Yare.  and  Yowra,  and  Cape  river,  a$d  said  to  be 
full  of  falls.  The  Black  river  of  the  text  is  the  Rio  Tinto  of  the  Spaniards. 
The  Boca  del  Toro,  and  Chiriqui  Lagoon,  subsequently  mentioned,  are  not  to 
fee  found  in-the  ordinary  English  jiapi.—E. 

VOL.  IV.  o 
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leagues  up  the  river,  from  whence  it  is  said  to  be  only  two 
days*  ride  through  the  woods  to  the  Spanish  city  of  Loon. 

There  are  several  small  settlements  between  this  eape  and 
Blewfields,  and  one  still  farther  to  the  southward. 

The  Musquito  Indians,  properly  so  called,  and  who  have 
bean  so  justly  remarkable  for  their  fixed  hereditary  hatred  of 
the  Spaniards,  and  attachment  to  us,  were  formerly  very 
numerous,  but  they  were  much  reduced  some  years  ago  by 
the  small  pox.  Their  present  number  is  from  seven  to  ten 
thousand  fighting  men,  formed  into  different  tribes,  both  by 
nature  and  policy;  by  nature, from  the  general  distinction  of 
pure  Indians  and  Samboes ;  by  policy,  as  living  and  acting 
under  several  chieftains,  called  Icing,  governor,  general,  and 
admiral,  each  of  whom  has  a  different  territory,  and  nearly 
independent  jurisdiction,  though  the  king  has  an  imperfectly 
defined  supremacy  both  in  power  and  dominion* 

The  general's  people  are  Samboes,  and  stretch  from 
Black  River  to  near  Cape  Gracias-a-Dios.  The  king's  chief 
residence  is  about  twelve  leagues  south  of  the  cape,  his  peo- 
ple are  also  Samboes,  and  his  immediate  precinct  reaches  to 
the  cape,  and  runs  far  up  the  country.  The  governor's  pre- 
cinct joins  to  the  king's,  and  extends  between  twenty  and 
thirty  leagues  to  the  southward,  till  it  meets  the  admiral's. 
The  people  under  these  chieftains  are  pure  Indians. 

The  Samboes  are  supposed  to  derive  their  origin  from  a 
Guinea  ship,  which,  it  is  said,  was  wrecked  on  the  coast 
above  a  century  ago.  Certain  it  is,  that  their  hair,  com- 
plexion, features,  and  make,  clearly  prove  an  African  an- 
cestry ;  from  whom  they  have  also  inherited  some  of  the 
worst  characteristics  of  the  worst  African  mind;  for  they 
are  generally  false,  designing,  treacherous,  knavish;  impu- 
dent, and  revengeful.  , 

The  pure  Indians  are  so  called,  because  they  are  free 
from  any  mixture  of  negro  blood  5  and  their  general  conduct 
gives  a  very  favourable  idea  of  Indian  nature.  They  are 
seldom  guilty  of  positive  evil,  and  often  rise  to  positive  good, 
when  positive  good  does  not  require  much  exertion  of  mind. 
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Their  modesty,  docility,  good  frith,  deposition  to  friendship 
and  gratitude,  ought  to  engage  equally  our  regard  and  pro- 
tection ;  for  the  same  virtues  that  render  them  amiable;  will 
be  likely  to  bring  on  their  destruction  from  the  enterprising 
ambition  of  the  Samboes. 

The  proper  management  of  those  heterogeneous  people, 
watching  over,  guiding,  and  tempering  the  Sambo  restless- 
ness, and  giving  encouragement  and  activity  to  the  inoffen- 
sive, but  indolent  disposition  of  the  pure  Indians,  seem  to  be 
some  of  the  most  important  objects  of  our  policy. 

The  British  settlers  have  hitherto  been  employed  chiefly 
in  cutting  mahogany,  digging  sarsaparilla,  getting  tortoise* 
shell,  and  purchasing  skins  of  the  Indians,  of  which  the  far 
greater  part  has  been  shipped  to  England  in  British  vessels, 
•the  exports  in  1769  were  about  800,000  superficial  feet  of 
mahogany,  000,000  lbs.  of  sarsaparilla,  and  10,000  lbs.  of 
tortoise-shell.  There  is  also  a  small  trade  with  the  bordering 
Spaniards,  and  a  few  mules  are  occasionally  sent  to  Jamaica. 

But  a  little  encouragement  would  soon  rouse  a  more  ex- 
tensive and  liberal  spirit;  the  spirit  of  cultivation,  which, 
'even  in  the  present  state  of  the  colony,  has  begun  to  exejt 
itself  with  the  fairest  appearance  of  success j  a  little  industry 
would  soon  discover  an  almost  inexhaustible  variety  of 
woods,  gums,  and  dyes,  and  the  country  abounds  in  very 
valuable  ship-timber. 

Much,  however,  remains  still  to  be  done,  befbre  much 
benefit  can  be  derived,  either  to  the  colony  or  to  the  mother 
country,  from  what  has  been  done  already.  Of  the  motives 
which  have  hitherto  prevented  the  British  ministry  from 
giving  form  and  permanency  to  the  settlement,  and  affording 
it  that  open  countenance  and  full  support  under  which  it 
would  certainly  and  rapidly  rise  to  a  place  of  the  first  impor- 
tance, it  becomes,  me,  perhaps,  to  pronounce  with  caution ; 
but,  I  hope,  I  shall  not  offend  in  observing,  that  the  dubious 
and  unavowed  plan  of  conduct  with  which  government  has 
conducted  itself,  in  regard  to  this  colony,  ever  since  the  con- 
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elusion  of  ,the  last  peace,  neither  tends  to  its  speedy  increase, 
nor  much  redounds,  to  the  honour  and  dignity  of  a  great  and 
powerful  nation.  Either  the  native  Indians  have  purchased 
our  protection  by  the  cession  of  their  country,  and  an  unin* 
terrupted  allegiance  of  upwards  of  a  century,  or  they  have 
not.  If  they  have,  end  the  contract  was  reciprocal;  if  the 
fullest  protection  and  support  was  repeatedly  promised  them, 
on  the  part  and  by  the  authority  of  the  British  crown j  if,  in 
consequence  thereof,  they  have  hitherto  received  our  people 
with  open  arms,  have  constantly  encouraged  and  assisted 
them  to  the.,  utmost  of  their  power,  always  considering  our 
enemies  as  theirs  j  if,  by  these  means,  they  have  incurred  the 
implacable  resentment,  not  only  of  the  Spanish  nation,  but  also 
of  many,  powerful  Indian  tribes,  in  alliance  with  that  crown, 
and  entailed  inevitable  destruction  on  themselves  and  their 
children,  in  case  we  now  desert  them  $  and  finally,  if  the 
many  advantages  above  stated  are  likely  to  accrue  to  oar 
commerce  and  navigation  from  the  possession  of  this  conn- 
try }  if  these,  1  say,  are  facts  notorious,  (and  no  person  I  am 
persuaded,  who  has  any  knowledge  of  the  subject,  will  at* 
tempt  to  prove  the  contrary,)  it  will,  perhaps,  be  difficult  to 
assign  a  reason  which  bears  even  the  colour  of  plausibility, 
for  the  neglect  and  disregard  which  is  now  shown  to  these 
poor,  friendless,  and  affectionate  people,  and  to  the  interests 
of  the  British  settlers  among  them,  who,  indeed,  are  now 
daily  decreasing,  and  if  the  present  system,  with  regard  to 
them,  is  much  longer  pursued,  must* either  quit  the  country 
or  perish  in  the  ruin  that  seems  to  await  them. 

Considered  in  every  point  of  view,  the  desertion  of  this 
colony  appears  impolitic  and  extraordinary.  The  easy  means 
of  attacking  the  Spanish  dominions  in  time  of  war,  and  even 
shaking  her  va$t  empire  in  South  America  to  the  foundation, 
by  the  Way  of  the  lake  of  Nicaragua,  afford  so  mighty  a  pro- 
spect of  conquest,  wealth,  and  glory,  to  the  British  arm?,,  that 
X  cannot  persuade  myself  government  has  ever  been  rightly  in- 
formed in  a  circumstance  of  so  great  importance.  .  I  have 
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been  assured,  if  I  am  not  greatly  deceived  in  my  recollection* 
that  a  vessel  of  thirty  ton*  has  sailed  up  to  the  entcanee  Qf 
thia  lake,  which  very  vessel  afterwards  made  a  voyage  to 
Jamaica.  From  tht  interior  boundary  of  the  lake,  to  the 
nearest  part  of  the  South.  Sea  coast,  the  distance  does  not 
exceed  ten  or /twelve  leagues,  through  a  level  country  $  it  is 
true,  indeed,  the  entrance  into  the  river,  from  the  harbour 
of  St.  John's,  is  somewhat  obstructed  by  a  bar,  on,  which 
there  «re  only  five  feet  water  j .  but  the.  iuconveniency  result- 
ing from  hence  may  be  cured  surely,  in  a  great  measure,  in 
case  an  anpament  is  sent  there,  by  constructing  the  transport 
vessels,  for  conveying  troops  up  the  lake,  with  flat  bottoms. 

* 

The  harbour  above-mentioned,  called  St*  John's,  is  very  ca- 
pable of  containing  from  ten  to  fifteen  ships  of  war,  with 
shallow  water  births  of  about  three  fathom;  and  there  is 
room  enough  for  one  hundred  sail  of  transports  besides, 
whieh  will  lie  perfectly  secure  from  the  north  and  south 
winds,  the  only  dangerous  winds  on  the  coast. 

The  harbour  of  Cape  Gracias-a-Dios  has  been  mentioned 
already^  but  the  finest  harbour  in  all  the  continent,  from 
Honduras  to  Porto  Bello,  is  undoubtedly  the  Boca-del-Toro, 
a  place  not  only  capable  of  containing  the  whole  navy  of 
Great  Britain,  with  good  anchorage  throughout,  but  which 
has  within  it  many  excellent  harbours,  sheltered  from  the 
wind  at  every  point  of  the  compass  j  it  commands  a  tract  of 
country  one  hundred  miles  in  extent,  and  joins  a  lagoon, 
called  the  Chiriqui  lagoon.  The  rivers  that  empty  them* 
selves  into  this  lagoon  are  indeed  little  known  to  any  people, 
except  our  Musquito  Indians>  who  say  they  have  traced  some 
of  them  quite  back  to  the  Spanish  settlements.  They  aver, 
that  there  is  a  lagoon  on  the  South  Sea  coast,  right  opposite 
to  the  Chiriqui  lagoon,  and  that  these  lagoons  have  a  com- 
munication with  each  other,  by  means  of  some  of  the  rivers 
above-mentioned :  certain  it  is,  than  from  a  hill  on  the  in* 
terior  banks  of  the  Chiriqui  lagoon,  there  is  a  spacious 
prospect  qf  both  seas.    The  navigation  into  the  harbour  we 


914  APPENDIX. 

arc  now  speaking  of  will  be  attended  with  no  kind  of  diffi- 
culty to  ships  of  the  largest  tonnage,  the  smallest  depth 
being  fire  fathom. 

But  the  lake  of  Nicaragua,  beyond  all  dispute,  presents 
the  most  obvious  and  certain  channel  of  attacking  the  Sponi* 
ards  with  success  in  the  richest  of  their  South  American 
settlements  j  and  for  this  reason  alone,  if  for  no  other,  it  is 
an  object  of  the  greatest  importance  to  Great  Britain— *I  was 
going  to  add,  of  more  value  than  even  the  possessis*  e/  fits* 
tMar  itself.* 

B.  EDWARDS. 

Jamaica,  10ft  No*.  1US. 


•  The  ccce«ou  of  Governor  Johnstone's  laying  the  above  Memorial  before 
Parliament,  was  the  seizure  of  the  sloop  Morning  Star,  (Alexander  Blair  and 
Dr.  Charles  Irving  owners,)  by  two  Spanish  gnarda-costas,  at  the  settlement 
at  Black  river,  1776.  Lords  North  and  George  Germaine  were  of  opinion, 
that  the  act  ctmrrfajned  of  was  not  a  Spanish  aggression,  but  an  act  of  piracy 
committed  by  a  privateer  of  the  revolted  British  colonies. — E. 
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-  ? " 
A  DESCRIPTIVE  AND  DIDACTIC  POEM, 


BY  THE  LATK 


BRYAN  EDWARDS,  ESQ. 


▲DVEVHftBftlENT. 


Tmis  little  Poem  is  imperfect  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  It  is  presumed, 
however,  that  the  subject  of  It  is  as  happily  adapted  for  descriptive  and  di- 
dactic poetry,  as  any  that  can  be  imagined.  The  magnificent  scale  whereon 
natural  objects  in  this  part  of  the  globe  we  .in  general  formed,  the  beauty  and. 
novelty  of  the  scene,  could  not  fail _to  supply,  an  abjc  artist  with  many  new, 
striking, and  pictuiwqae  images* .  'rk^,*pdyuw^co}l9ten&  topics  (among 
others,  the  tot .  voyage :  aiwhdiaeoyen\es^^ia^hu*-r'the  subsequent  con- 
quests and  cruelties  of  IbtfSpanitireWfhe'jirt^^  and  method 
of  cultrvatkw-^e' slavery  ati&  sttjfcrstjtiojM^ofvtfa^  African  Negroes— the  dis- 
eases of  the  cHnrttfe^&fc  g^  Irrqp2arl!!e8  -*f ahttt*,  and  the  devastations 
which  are  sometimes  occasioned  fcy  ^ooctr,  harrscanes,  and  earthquakes), 
afford  rich  materials  for  a  Poem,  that  nughf  profe  at  once  oi^mal,  instructive, 
pathetic,  and  sublime; 

Animated  by  this  idea,  the  author,  at  a  very  early  period  of  life,  presumed 
to  sketch  out  a  West  Indian  Georgic,  in  four  books,  of  which  the  lines  now 
printed  constituted  the  first;  and  he  had  nearly  completed  the  second,  when 
his  maturer  judgment  led  hut  to  believe,  that  he  had  undertaken  a  task  to 
which  his  *bititie*  were  not  competent;  I&  however,  by  preserving  and  pub- 
lishing what  he  thus  admits  to  be  imperfect,  he  shall  incite  some  person  of 
pester  talent  to  adopt  and  complete  the  theme,  he  shall  think  that  his  labours 
have  net  been  in  vain. 


JAMAICA. 


CONTENTS  OF  THE  FIRST  BOOK. 

Subject  proposed. — Invocation  to  the  memory  of  a  friend. — Address  to  Great 
Jhitam.-~Mountamous  face  of  the  country. — Tfie  islands  of  the  Atlantic 
ocean  supposed  to  have  been  formerly  part*  of  a  great  tkrtttfcfnt^TfteTkfcwf. 
toges,  which  the  islands  in  general  have  derived  JromtHe*  separate  jMfafcg 
out  and  illustrated  by  +4i*pla$  of  the  inconveniences  towhich  the  inhabitants 
of  South- America  (under  the  torrid  tone)  are  subject.— Jamaica  ^particular 
highly  favoured  in  tkefragrancy  of  i$s  woods,  theMtobrity  qf  Us  kk%  and 

the  abvndancetfit*MWilt*Btsp*mw^ 

tide  scene  on  its  b&fa^Desetjgjjpn  qf  th*  rmning  at;  sun-rite  on  the  sea- 
coast. — Return  to  the  mountains, — Their  wonderful  use  in  the  torrid  regions 
as  being  the  parents  qf  springs  and  rivers. — A  morning  scene  in  the  mountain' 
pus  parts  qf  the  country.— Beautiful  prospect  qf  the  plows  and  surrounding 
country,  trees,  fc. — Heat  at  noon,  and  iu  effects  on  the  animal  creation^ 
Evening,  and  sudden  approach  qf  night.- — Land  breeze.^-Beauty  qf  the 
Heavens, — Fire-flies.-— Rising  of  the  moon.—Jnvocation  to  the  spirits  qf  the 
ancient  natives.— Their  destruction  by  the  Spaniards  lamented,  and'spetchrqf 
Incotel,  one  qf  the  Indian  chiefs,  to  the.  last  tad  remnantvf to/oita&s ; 
which  concludes  the  Book,  .  * .  i-  - 


Jamaica's  beauteous  iale  and  genial  dime 
I  sing.    Attend,  ye  Britons !  nor  disdain 
*Th*  adventurous  muse  to  verdant  vales  that  soars, 
And  radiant  realms,  beyond  th*  Atlantic  wave  $ 
Ardent  to  gather  for  her  Albion's  brow 
A  tropic  wreath,  green  with  immortal  spring. 


Guide  of  my  earliest  yooih— a  seraph  now 

In  Heaven— tho',  there,  far  nobler  themes  employ 
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Thy  rapturous  hours !  will  thou,  my  Tbalb*  (as  wont 
Ere  fate  forbade)  inspire  |»y  numbers  >    Thee, 
Lov'd  and  lamented  friend !  1  stQl  invoke. 
Whose  magip  verse  with  love  of  song  first  fir'd 
My  glowing  bosom,  and  whose  guardian  hand. 
In  life's  gay  morn,  fro©  passjon's  dejvipus  maae 
Oft  turn'd  my  erring  feet    Thy  favourite  groves 
'  Onee  more  I  seek,  and  many-*  well-known  haunt 
Revisit,  where  the  tender  thought  recals 
Thy  social  converse,  and  approving  smile,   . 
That  cheer*d  in  happier  days  the  sultry  dime, 
And  half  suppressed  thf  involuntary  sigh 
For  distant  Albion !    Oh,  propitious  still, 
Dear  honoured  shade,  {so  pleas' d  in  lift  to  stray 
Down  soft  affection's  path,)  on  angel  wings 
Descending,  hover  o'er  jqay  Jonely)  walk,. .. - 
And  still,  thro'  life's  pej|*lefciog  labyrinth,  lead 
My  wayward  footsteps  y  nor  sometimes  forget 
The  muse,  that  now  thy  onee-lov'd  island  sings: 
By  thee  first  taught*  thy  frieodly  voice  still  soothes 
Her  evening  slumbers,  prompts  her  matin  song. 

And  thou,  dear  soil  maternal !  tho*  from  thee 

Again  I  wander,  from  my  glowing  breast 

Nor  distant  skies,  nor  intervening  seas, 

Shall  rase  thy  lov'd  idea-^-native  clime 

Of  beauty,  virtue,  liberty,  and  law ! 

And  when  my  beaten  bark,  retaining,  dares  . 

Once  more  the  rough  Atlantie,  and  thy  eiift  ' 

(Old  Ocean's  boast)  high  o'er  the  dusk-green  wave 

Catch  my  full  eyes,  fond  fancy  plcaa'd  shall-  paint 

Thy  vallies  doubly  fertile,  doubly  bright 

Thy  hills:  then  shall  tb*  accordant  mnse exalt 

With  higher  rapture,  and  with  strengthen' d  wing 

Explore  a  loftier  flight— thy  praise  her  theme. 

*  The  Reverend  Ibmc  Tcale,  who  died  in  Jamaica,  10th  January,  1764.— E. 
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Meanwhile,  ye  torrid  heavens,  not  undismay'd, 
(The  path  untrod)  nor  with  undented  tight, 
I  seek  your  burning  confines ;  where:  sublime 
Yon  wonderous  mountains  rise*  Whose  shaggy  sides 
Invest  thv  ethereal  enure,  and  whose  brows 
Th*  eternal  vapour  shrouds !    Great  nature  there 
Reigns  in  dread  majesty,  and  unshorn  strength. 
Ye  hoary  piles,  ye  heaven-aspiring  ciifih! 
Say,  did  th*  Almighty  Father  bid  upheave, 
Thro*  the  torn  bosom  of  th*  astonished  deep; 
Your  many-tower* d  heights,  what  time  his  voice 
Creative  first  inform'4  th'  inactive  mass  } 
Or  laid  the  Sovereign  Architect  alone        ....... 

Your  firm  foundations  in  th'  unfathom'd  wives, 

And  saw  your  lofty  peaks-emerging  rile 

Slow  and  progressive  i   Ages  thus  (if  thus 

Th*  Eternal  plann'd)  have  roU'<l  ewef,  nor  seen 

Your  mighty  infancy  5  and«tiU  perhaps 

Shall  long  revolving  ages  roll,  ere  stops 

Your  giant  growth !    Oft  'midst  your  secret  shades 

(Conflicting  thunders  echoing  deep  below) 

Musing  I  wander,  and  admiring  trace 

Old  Ocean's  abdicated  empire  there, 

I  see,  in  Wonderous  strata,  deep  and  vast, 

Extraneous  forms,  once  subjects  of  the  main, 

The  branching  coral,  and  the  pearly  shell, 

Left  by  the  refluent  waters,  as  the  earth 

From  chaos  rose;  or  when  th*  uplifted  surge 

Broke  from  his  strong  foundations,  and  overwhelmed 

The  sons  of  men  impenitent !    Some  deem 

The  mountains  then,  proud  Teneriffe's  giant  Peak, 

Atlas,  and  mightier  Andes,  first  display'd 

Their  uncouth  summits— fix'd  in  awful  sign 

Of  wrath  divine  awak'd !  that  many  a  realm— 

Seat  of  proud  empire  since— was  but  a  wreck 

Of  the  crush*d  world,  and  even  th'  Atlantic  isles 
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But  splendid  niins  j  tbcrdifpces'd  remains 

Of  some  fair  continent;  widfr.opgeading  once 

From  Apalachia's  bills  to  Fs*ia*s  gu&*~ 

The  Mine!  perchance,  of  which  Egyptus*  lore 

To  godlike  Solon  told;    But  pitying  Henveoy 

Still  merciful  in  anger,  merfe'd  and  sper'd 

The  scattered  fragments;  o'er  them  graarowe  threw 

The  robe  of  radiant  hearty,  and  ordaiu'd . 

Sweet  plenty  crown  their  vales*  and  health  their  shores. 

•     *  « 

Ye  happy  islands,  in  the  uronderovs  change 
Rejoice !  nor  envy  Mexico V  proud  realm** 
Nor  rich  Potosi's  ore,  sad  source  of  crimes >' 
And  seas  of  guiltless  blood !    Th*  uahealtbfol  mine 
Useless  and  barren,  'till  efcchahg'd  its-  dross 
For  nobler  products.    Thousands,  too,  condemned  • 
(Hard  fate!)  t'exptone  the*  latent  metals,  die  <  '. 
Inglorious.    Even  the  ambient  air  is>  fraught 
With  poison :  the  poor  slave;  that  has  not  seen, 
*  For  many  a  mournful  year,  the  ckeerfiri  day, 
Falls  not  alone :  from  earth's  deep  caverns  rise  ■ 
Foul  baleful  blasts,  that  scatter  late  around ; 
While  the  dank  wood,  which  never  enn-heam  piero'd, ' 
Boundless  as  ocean,  as  the-J>elage  old,  ;'-■-• 
Blends  the  moist  yapow,  and  infects  the  heavens. 

Nor  only  the  dank  wood,  and  noaioua  mine,1  >  "  . 
Mark  the  wild  wastes  beneath  the-burning  zna«» 
On  Darien's  marshy  shores,  and  th*  raak*  plain*  ' , 
Of  hot  Guiana,  to  the  sick^irrDg  gale;  .  -  .  . 
O'er  many  a  savage  solitary  league;1*      <•'•>' 
The  silent  sullen  pool  maHgnant  breathe*    • 
Putrid  contagion.    The  proud  iakethafcJwwsy 
In  fabulous  lore,  Dorado's  golden  wall, 
Sleeps  stagnate;  or,  by  autumn's  floods  when  swain, 
Spreads  wider  ruin ;  teeming  monstrous  births 
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And  reptile  tribes  in  myriads,  without  rame, 
Unclean  and  noisome.    In  the  tainted  tame 
Pale  Death  exults,  and  soolb  his  prey  afar! 

*  •  *  * 

Rejoice,  ye  beauteous  islet !  -  wheee  happier  shores 

Nor  foul  infection  blots*'  nor  births  obscene 

Dare  enter.    Thee,  Jamaita,  chiefly  tfcee, 

Be  grateful  even    Fragrant  arefthy  woods, 

Thy  hills  salubrious,  and  thy  valleys  gay, 

Tho*  fierce  the  sun  that  gilds  thy  sultry  plains, 

Shades  unpolluted,  sweetly  murmuring  rills, 

Are  thine:  from  every  hill  exuberant  Jaws 

The  bubbling  fountain,  whence  *hy  fainting  sons 

Drink  life  and  joy.    Now,  while  the  dairiiag  heavens 

Pour  on  my  aching  brows  their  JittS  intense, 

Waft  me,  ye  winds,  ye  salutary  gales, 

To  the  cool  margent  of  Agitata.'*  *  flood*  , 

Whose  deep  delicious  shades  the  noontide  beam 

Knows  not  to  pierce !   Where  Legftae&*  blue  hills 

Aerial  rise,  in  formidable  state, 

'Mid  clouds  and  storms  sublime,  the  parent  god 

Holds  his  imperial  throne;  there,  joyful,  sees, 

The  tributary  vapours  spread,  and  hears  . 

Elate,  as  to  his  deep-ton'd  yo{ee  accords 

The  deeper  thunder.    From  his  secret  urn 

A  thousand  rivulets  stream  5  soft  warbling  some ; 

Others  precipitant,  with  loader  tone, 

Call  the  fiVd  eye  to  where  the  vmt  oascade 

Falls  bright  in  awful  jbeauty ;  'till  the  god 

His  vagrant  train  unites,  and  to  the  vale 

Fours  fierce  th*  impetuous  tQrrent.    Gently  now, 

Pleas'd  with  the  eool  reoess;  the  copioas  flood 

Oft  turns  delighted,  lingering  as  b$  rolls  i 

•  Arirer  so  called*  ip.  the  mountains  of  Jamaica. 
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And  ever  gently  roll,  sweat  strata,  as  now 
Soft  murmuring  |  in  thy  erytfal  -waters  still 
My.  languor  solace,  and  affliction's  sons 
Drink  sweet  oblivion.    Bathe  your  wearied 
Ye  Lybian  maidens,  unreproved,  unaw*d : 
(Nor  sportive  smiles,,  nor  hovering  loves,  disdain 
Your  harmless  revels.)    While  the  yielding  wave 
Some  clasp  with  circling  arm,  and  buoyant  float 
The  profluent  eddy;  othen,  bolder  still, 
Plunge  in  the  blue  profound,  and  pless'd  far  off 
Emerge  exulting.    In  the  jocund  toil 
They  waste  th*  uaeonscSous  hours  5  forgot  awhile— 
Could  slavery  but  forget— past  cruel  wrongs, 
And  dread  of  future  woes.    But  soon  (too  soon  t) 
The  sportive  smiles,  and  hovering  loves,  are  fled — 
For  now,  the  bank  obtained  (th*  invidious  term 
,  Of  sweet  indulgence  pass'd),  afflictive  thought, 
And  aching  memory,  and  anxious  dread, 
Cloud  each  dejected  brow.    Soft  Ebo  *  nymphs 
Awake  the  plaintive  lay  j  their  own  sad  fate, 
Tern  from  their  native  fields  and  sable  loves, 
Lamenting  loud.    The  hard  impending  rocks 
Their  sighs  re-echo,  and  the  Agualta  flows 
In  deeper  murmurs.    On  the  willow'd  bank, 
By  Babylon's  proud  stream,  thus  Israel's  sons 
BewailM  their  captive  doom,  and  Zion  Idst! 

But  see  triumphant,  through  the  gates  of  morn — 

Not  with  meek  roseate  smile,  and  gentle  step 

Soft-stealing — but  with  ardent  eye  inflam'd, 

Day's  radiant  god  his  burning  axle  whirls, 

And  unrelenting,  o'er  the  scorched  plains, 

Leads  the  hot  Hours.    Quick  from  his  piercing  gaze 

*  The  Ebo  Negroes  are  the  gentlest  and  mildest  df  all  the  nations  of  Africa. 
They  new  rise  itito  rebellion ;  but  often  sink  under  a  sense  of  their  conditio! , 
and  destroy  themselves. 
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Shrinks  the  young  Twilight,  and  attghfted  seeks 
Th*  embowering  grove,  and  mountain's  western  shade. 

Tis  langour  all !    Wide  o'er  the  sultry  shove 
The  biasing  torrent  spreads :  th*  unruffled  sea 
Shines  like  fusM  silver;  and  the  solar  ray, 
Thence  fierce  reflected,  darts  redoubled  fire. 
No  kindly  interposing  cloud  is  seen  % 
No  zephyr  breathes.    The  stagnate  air  o'erpowers 
Life's  functions ;  and  chill  age,  and  ardent  youth, 
Oppress'd  alike,  invoke  the  lingering  breeze. 

He  comes !  he  comes !  the  white  crown'd  wave  afar, 
The  salutary  power  proclaims.    And  now, 
(Heated  and  rarefied  the  eastern  heavens,) 
His  parent  sun  he  follows,  and  elate, 
Leads  o'er  the  laughing  land  his  sportive  train. 
Oh  blow,  delightful  gales,  and  on  your  wings 
Sweet  coolness  bring!    So,  from  my  airy  bowers, 
Shall  bloated  Febris  fly :  the  Iberian  vales 
Her  fit  abode,  where  Cuba's  slothful  sons, 
In  woods  ne'er  open'd  to  the  cheering  ray, 
Their  languid  hours  drag  on;  forbidding  thee, 
Kind  breeze,  to  enter :  thee,  best  friend,  to  life ! 

Nature  revives !   The  vivid  ether  flows 

Pure,  balmy,  vigorous  j  to  the  sinking  soul 

Breathing  elysium.    Meantime  Ocean  smiles, 

And  day's  fierce  tyrant  pours,  or  seems  to  pour,-' 

A  milder  radiance  and  a  soften'd  beam. 

Rejoicing  in  the  gale,  a  lovelier  green 

Th*  extended  cane-field  wears,  and  gently  waves 

Luxuriant.    To  the  unpolluted  ear 

How  musical,  amid  the  verdant  ranks, 

The  breeze  soft  whispering !    Nor  antmieful  aven 
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His  mightier  voice  resounding,  when  the  wave*, 
Driven  by  his  breath,  rage,  idly  on  the  shore. 

Yet  days  there  axe  when  unrelenting  heat   • 
Unconquer'd  triumphs ;  wh$  n  the  healing  breeze 
Comes  not,  or,  struggling,  flags  his  weary,  wings 
Oppress*d.    Even  now,  your  lone  retreats,  ye  bills, 
Once  more  I  seek  $  your  cool  pure  atmosphere 
I  drink,  and  live.    Meantime  the  varied  scene, 
Awfnl  and  boundless,  draws  th*  enchanted  eye, 
Till  wonder  ends,  in  rapt  devotion  lost ! 

Regions  of  ancient  glory,  boast, no  more 

Your  cloud-crown'd  summits1.    Where  is  now  thy  pride, 

Fani'd  Appenine  ?    Girt  with  a  triple  zone    . 

(Themselves  a  world)  to  Chili's  southern  bounds,    . 

Stretch  the  vast  Andes  $  with  whose  mighty  crests 

Compar*d,  the  Alpine  heights,  abash'd,  sink  down 

Their  heads,  astonied :  and  old  Etna  shrouds 

In  smoke  and  murky  flame  his  conscious  shades. 

Nor  let  presumptuous  man,  with  bounded  view, 

Arraign  the  Mighty  Maker,  and  misdeem, 

Of  wisdom  infinite^  that  varied  thus 

The  earth,  and  fix*d  thv  aspiring  mound  sublime ! 

Oh  rashly  impious  f  ye  who  deem  th'  All  wise 

Hath  form'd  aught  erring—from  the  Sovereign  Hand 

Snatch  the  dread  sceptre,  and,  far  wiser  ye, 

Sweep  from  th'  astonish'd  earth  the  Nubian  hills, 

And  Tibet's  heights  remote;  or,  bolder  still, 

Bid  Chimborazo  *  sink,  or  lo !  (a  name 

Alone)  Nilus  and  Ganges  shall  be  sought 

In  vain,  and  wondrous  Amazon  no  more 

Monarch  of  floods,  o'er  leagues  unnumber'd  roll. 

*rOto  highest  of  the  Andes. 
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For,  from  the  boundless,  deep  by  (he  hot  tun 
x  '        Exhal'd,  ere  on  the  wings  of  jaigbty  wind* 
Upborne,  aloft  th'  aerial  waters  float 
Expansive :  by  th*  attractive  hills  coadena'<J, 
The  congregated  vapours  ponderous  pqu^     . 
Their  liquid  treasures,  that  would  else,  perchance* 
Roam  useless  through  the  void,  ox  haste  uncheck'd 
Back  to  their  native  sea,  while  the  parch'd  world 
In  unextinguishable  thirst  would  burn. 

Even  when  relentless  o'er  th'  Atlantic  isles 

Drought  lifts  his  iron  hand  (chief  when  the  sun, 

Turn'd  towards  the  northern  tropic,  gives  to  blow, 

With  strength  redoubled,  the  diurnal  breeze, 

While  far  aloof  the  spiry  clouds  are  driven) 

Even  then,  yon  towering  hills  rise  not  in  vain ; 

For  still,  at  Heaven's  command,  the  Deep  unlocks 

His  unexhausted  fountain,  and  his  waves 

Pour  through  the  secret  mazes  of  the  earth. 

In  silent  progress,  permeates  and  ascends 

The  finer  fluid — from  th'  abhorr'd  embrace 

Dissolved  of  pungent  brine — till  from  the  peak, 

(That  towers  with  loftier  brow,  as  wider  spreads 

The  subject  continent)  impetuous  gush 

The  defecated  waters :  to  the  vale 

Jocund  they  haste :  the  thirsty  traveller  hears, 

Well  pleas'd,  their  voice  soft  warbling :  Earth,  meantime, 

In  lovelier  verdure  blooms :  the  liquid  train 

Bid  soft  fertility  smile  wide  around, 

And  spring  awaits  them  3  'till  the  deep  recals 

His  truant  offspring,  and  th'  eternal  round 

Again  propitious  speeds.     So  flows,  in  man, 

The  crimson  fluid  j  from  the  heart  propell'd, 

Through  tubes  unnumber'd,  to  the  heart  again. 

Now,  while  pale  Phosphor  scarce  his  glimmering  lamp 
Withdraws,  and  ere  the  short-liv'd  twilight  flies, 
vol.  v.  11 


926  APPENDIX. 

Wide  o'er  th'  irriguous  valley  deep  below, 

See  the  dense  vapours  (that  in  day's  proud  reign 

Inflated  rise,  and  in  the  ambient  air 

Melt  from  th'  imperfect  sight,)  by  night's  cold  hand 

Compress'd,  still  linger  o'er  their  parent  springs— 

A  wondrous  scene !  to  fancy's  plastic  eye, 

As  if  main  ocean  from  his  mound  had  broke, 

The  world  o'erwhelming !  nor  reluctant  I 

Quit  sleep's  soft  empire,  and,  descending  prone, 

Yield  my  parch'd  bosom  to  the  chill  embrace  > 

For,  pleas'd,  th'  inspiring  hour  Hygeia  crowns, 

And  renovated  Nature  glad  resumes 

Her  vernal  charms,  and  pours  forth  all  her  sweets. 

Mid  the  deep  wilderness,  where  spicy  groves 

Spontaneous  rise,  what  grateful  incense  fills 

Th'  attemper'd  atmosphere  !  Pimenta's*  shades, 

Rich  with  oppressive  bliss,  the  sense  o'erpower; 

And  Jasmin  tendrils,  with  the  Cyprian  leaf, 

(The  consecrated  myrtle)  glad  entwin'd, 

Their  milder  balms  diffuse.    Nor,  coy,  denies 

A  brighter  Flora  to  the  opening  dawn, 

Her  beauteous  tribute ;  o'er  the  fragrant  hedge, 

•Where  the  green  Lime  her  sweet  refreshment  breathes, 

Pride  of  the  morn,  in  radiant  beauty,  blows 

The  crimson  Sena  f.     To  the  soften'd  skies, 

Meantime,  the  varying  Rose  %  (fair  India's  boast,) 

*  Jamaica  pepper,  or  allspice.  The  botanic  name  is  caryaphyllus.  Nothing 
can  be  more  beautiful  or  delicious  than  a  grove  of  these  trees,  which  now  grow 
spontaneously  and  in  great  abundance  in  the  parishes  of  St.  Ann  and  Trelawny. 
It  is  peculiar  to  Jamaica. 

t  The  botanic  name  is  poinciana.  It  Is  commonly  known  by  the  name  of 
Barbados'  pride.  Sir  Hans  Sloane  calls  it  sena  spuria,  arborta  spmos*>ot  bastard 
sena,  and  it  has  nearly  the  same  virtues  as  the  Alexandrine  tena,  and  resembles 
it  in  the  pod.  The  flowers  are  transcendently  beau  dial,  and  make  an  elegant 
red  syrup  of  a  purgative  quality,  and  the  root  affords  a  scarlet  dye. 

$  Commonly  called  the  China  rose ,  but  improperly .  Itis  the  kibiscusmutvh 
bilis,  or  changeable  rose,  of  Linnaeus.  Early  in  the  morning  it  is  of  a  most  per- 
fect and  beautiful  white ;  about  noon  it  Assumes  a  rose  colour ',  and  bwmesof 
a  deep  red  at  night,  when  it  contracts  and  dies* 
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Spreads  her  chaste  bosom  in  the  lily's  hue 
Array'd :  till,  by  the  garish  day  oppress'd, 
Her  flowrets  droop,  and,  deeply  blushing,  veil 
Their  virgin  glories.     Beauty's  emblem  this, 
Our  morning's  wonder,  and  our  evening's  sigh*. 

But  transitory  all ! — Even  while  I  gaze, 
The  vision  flies.    Chang'd  is  the  vernal  scene, 
The  cool,  the  shady ;  nor  the  balmy  tribes, 
Nor  twilight's  humid  hand,  can  long  thy  rage 
Omnipotent,  solstitial  heat,  repel ! 
From  the  pierc'd  vale  th*  incumbent  vapours  rise, 
Into  thin  air  diffus'd.    The  sultry  blaze 
Ascends  all-conquering,  and  the  mountains  burn. 
Yet,  though  the  glorious  god  (emerging  thus 
In  fierce  effulgence)  from  the  startled  plains 
Lifts  the  dense  curtain,  he  unfolds  to  view 
Far  nobler  scenes — thy  triumph,  Industry ! 
A  verdant  ocean  see !  Th*  ambrosial  cane 
O'er  many  an  acre  spreads,  till  Ocean's  self 
Bounds  the  rich  level,  and  exulting  bears 
The  sail  of  commerce  on  his  burnish' d  breast. — 
But  thine  the  flowing  charm,  th'  unbounded  range, 
Almighty  nature — thiae  the  woodland  reign ! 
Even  on  the  summit,  by  disparting  clouds 
Reveal'd,  and  clifite  sublime,  thelpa)m-treef  towers, 
And  stems  of  wondrous  growth,  sons  of  the  zone, 
To  whom  even  Britain's  oak  diminished  bends  j 
Th'  immortal  mastic,  mamonee's  %  graceful  shaft, 
And  far-fam'd  acajou  §  spread  deep  around, 

*  A  line  from  Young's  Night  Thoughts. 

t  The  species  of  paim  here  meant  is  the  paltneto-royai  of  Barbados,  which, 
as  Mr.  Long  observes,  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  trees  in  the  world.  Ugon 
mentions  some,  at  the  first  settlement  of  Barbados,  above  two  hundred  feet  in 
height;  and  Ray  speaks  of  another  two  hundred  and  seventy -feet;  one  hun- 
dred feet  is  a  very  common  height. 

t  Bastard  mammee,  called  by  the  Spaniards  8mOa  Maria* 

$  Mahogany. 
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Impenetrable  umbrage.    Ceiha*here 
Extends  his  uncouth  arms,  and  scatters  wide 
His  silky  down  $  yet  yields  yon  mightier  figf 
Pre-eminence:  meantime,  Pomona  showers—- 
Warm'd  by  the  genial  clime,  uncourted  showers — 
Her  choicest  treasures;  avocado  mourns 
Her  marrowy  pear  unetopt ;  and  tamarind  sheds 
Her  racy  pods,  and  mild  banana  droops, 
Unnotic'd.    These,  and  others  numberless, 
Mock  the  proud  infidel,  and  loud  proclaim 
Almighty  goodness,  boundless  love  divine! 

But  see,  rejoicing  in  his  strength,  the  sun 

Mounts  te  meridian  glory :  Fiercer  yet 

The  broad  refulgence  spreads,  till  the  wide  heavens 

Blaze  one  vast  field  of  undulating  fire. 

Ye  eastern  skies  unfold !  ye  breezes  blow ! 

I  pant :  I  burn.     O  spread  thy  world  of  shade, 

Mqjestic  cedar !    Open  all  your  springs, 

Ye  gelid  fountains  !    Bring  your  gifts,  ye  powers 

That  o'er  these  gardens  of  the  sun  preside : 

•The  Spanish  name  of  the  wild  cotton-tree;  its  botanical  name  is  bombas. 

t  This  monarch  of  the  woods,  whose  empire  extends  over  Asia  and  Africa, 
as  well  as  the  tropical  parts  of  America,  is  described  by  our  divine  poet  with 
great  exactness ; 

The  fig-tree,  not  that  kind  for  fruit  renqwrfd, 
But  such  as  at  this  day  to  Indians  known, 
In  Malabar  and  Decan,  spreads  her  arms, 
Branching  so  broad  and  long,  that  in  the  ground 
The  bearded  twigs  take  root,  and  daughters  grow 
Above  the  mother  tree,  a  pillar' d  shade, 
High  over-arch'd,  and  echoing  walks  between! 

Paradise  Lost,  book  IX. 

It  is  called  in  the  East  Indies  the  banyan  tree*  Mr.  Marsden  gives  the 
following  account  of  the  dimensions  of  one  near  Manjee,  twenty  miles  west  of 
Fatna,  in  Bengal :  diameter,  three  hundred  and  sixty-three  to  five  hundred 
and  seventy-five  feet;  circumference  of  shadow,  at  noon,  one  thousand  one 
hundred  and  sateen  feet;  circumference  of  the  several  stems,  in  number  fifty 
or  sixty,  nine  hundred  and  twenty-one  feet.    Hist.  Sumatra,  p.  131. 
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The  generous  grape,  the  milky  coco. bring. 
Or  bid  the  lemon,  and  the  pungent  lime, 
Their  cooling  beverage  pour :  my  fainting  soul 
Imbibes  the  melting  pulp,  and  tastes  of  heaven ! 

Offspring  of  heat,  and  countless  as  the  stars 

That  beam  resplendent  round  the  throne  of  night, 

Gay  insect-tribes,  ten  thousand  beauteous  dyes 

And  orient  colours  waving,  in  the  shine 

Exulting  sport.    Their  hum  is  harmony, 

The  voice  perchance  of  gratitude  to  heaven ; 

How  gently  soothing,  if  the  plaintive  dove 

Blend  her  mild  melody !    The  general  song 

Lulls  to  soft  slumber  in  the  feverish  hour. 

Yet  thin  the  plumy  choir— for  Nature,  here 

Content  to  lavish  on  the  feather'd  race 

All  beauty's  radiance,  gives  to  other  climes  . 

The  tribes  melodious :  Philomel*  alone— 

Not  her  the  queen  of  European  groves, 

Yet  no  mean  rival— from  the  towering  palm 

Pours  forth  the  note  still  varying :  all  the  night,  , 

Even  as  the  Philomel  of  British  shades, 

She  sings  rejoicing.    But  afflictive  heat, 

Intensely  ardent,  to  earth's  centre  now 

Hath  pierc'd,  and  animated  nature  all 

Droops  wearied ;  to  the  gloomiest- covert  haste  . 

The  plumy  nations }  him  alone  except, 

Like  the  stern  eagle  solitary  seen, 

The  ravening  gallinazo.f    On  the  wing 

He  dares  th'  unmitigated  blaze,  and  tower* 

Aloft  j  thence  with  inexorable  eye 

To  trace,  on  th'  unfrequented  shore  remote, 

The  parent  crocodile.    Lo,  this  the  hour 

(The  world  reposing,  as  if  midnight  reign'd) 

*  The  mock-bird,  or  American  nightingale. 

t  The  Turkey  vulture,  vulgarly  called  the  carrion-crow. 
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She  from  the  brackish  stream,  her  cool  retreat, 
Creeps  cautious  j  and  by  wondcrous  instinct  led, 
To  earth's  all-fostering  bosom  soft  consigns 
The  vital  shell.    The  general  mother,  pleas'd, 
Receives  th*  incipient  nature — soon  to  wake 
The  latent  life.     But  see,  th'  insatiate  fowl, 
Thither  descending  prone,  th'  incumbent  glebe 
Explores,  and  riots  on  the  embryo  young. 

Exhausted  thus,  whilst  nature  languid  droops, 

Me  too,  reclined  amid  the  coco-grove, 

Or  where  the  interwoven  plantain  spreads 

Her  verdant  canopy,  let  gentle  sleep 

Envelop,  till  the  sultry  hours  are  past. 

The  sportive  zephyrs,  rustling  o'er  my  head, 

Shall  fan  the  undulating  air,  and  soothe 

My  slumbers — to  the  paradise  of  dreams 

My  waking  fancy  waft.    Ill-fated  he, 

The  heedless  wanderer  on  Asia's  plains, 

Whom  treacherous  sleep  overtakes.    Hrm,  from  her  lair, 

Marks  the  /ell  panther :  as  aghast  he  wakes, 

On  his  scar'd  visage  full  her  flaming  eyes 

Are  hVd,  while  from  her  hollow  breast  she  heaves, 

Horrid  and  dreadful,  the  fate-boding  sigh ! 

Nail'd  by  the  fascinating  glare,  his  limbs 

Forget  their  functions,  and  supine  he  dies ! 

Far  happier  we,  who,  fenc'd  by  ocean,  sleep 
Secure  in  soft  serenity,  and  wake, 
As  now,  to  gladness  5  for  the  heavens  relent. 
See,  a  mild  tempering  haze  diffusive  shades 
The  bright  cerulean,  as  the  radiant  god 
Impetuous  hastens  to  th*  Atlantic  wave : 
Yet,  sinking,  he  dilates,  and  in  his  strength 
Still  glories.    O'er  the  abdicated  skies 
Now  gaily  spread  ten  thousand  golden  forms 
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And  gorgeous  phantoms,  empyrean  flame 
And  worlds  of  fire.    So,  momentary  glares 
Thy  gilded  reign,  Ambition ;  and,  as  night 
Thus  comes  abrupt.  Oblivion  spreads  her  veil, 
Shades  thy  proud  triumphs,  and  shuts  out  the  scene  ! 

0  ye  soft  gales,  who  in  the  train  of  night 
Your  downy  pinions  wave,  who  all  the  day 
Repose  amid  the  mountains*  cool  retreats, 
Your  course  delay  not !  The  diurnal  breeze 
Now  slumbers  on  the  tranquil  wave  exhaust : 
Fan  the  still  air,  ye  gales :  with  balmy  breath 
Inspire  th'  enliren'd  functions !  Now  on  high 
Refulgent  Venus  and  the  starry  train 
Spangle  the  vivid  hemisphere.     Around, 
Myriads  of  insect-meteors,*  living  lamps, 
People  the  glittering  air !     A  fairy  world 

1  tread  :  aland  of  genii !     Airy  shapes, 
Oft  visible  to  contemplation's  eye, 

Roam  in  the  midnight  hour  these  sacred  shades j 
Nor  unobserv'd  while  now  the  starry  train 
Burn  with  diminish* d  lustre ;  for,  behold, 
The  radiant  moon  bids  meaner  glories  fade.      x 
No  cloud  her  course  obscures,  and  high  she  towers, 
Guiding  in  awful  majesty  through  heaven 
Her  silver  car,  triumphant  o'er  the  dark. 

Sure  'tis  illusion  and  enchantment  all ! 

For  still  fond  fancy,  through  the  shadowy  glade, 

Sees  visionary  fleeting  forms :  still  hears 


*  These  are  the  fire-ties,  which  abound  in  the  interior  parts  of  thecountry, 
and  to  a  stranger  have  a  wonderful  and  singular  appearance.  They  consist  of 
different  species,  some  of  which  emit  a  light,  resembling  a  spark  of  fire,  from  a 
globular  prominence  near  each  eye  ;  and  others  from  their  sides,  in  the  act  cf 
respiration.  They  are  far  more  luminous  than  the  glow-worm,  and  fill  the  air 
on  all  sides,  like  so  many  living  stars,  to  the  astonishment  and  terror  of  a  tra- 
veller unaccustomed  to  the  country.    In  the  day  time  they  disappear. 
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Sounds  more  than  human.    Once  a  gentle  race 

Own'd  these  fair  valleys.    From  the  birth  of  time 

These  groves,  these  fountains,  and  these  hills  were  theirs. 

Perhaps  e'en  now  their  spirits  delighted  haunt 

Their  once-lov'd  mansions.    Oft  the  pensive  muse 

Recals,  in  tender  thought,  the  mournful  scene, 

When  the  brave  Incotel,  from  yonder  rock, 

His  last  sad  blessing  to  a  weeping  tnrin 

Dying  bequeath'd.     "  The  hour,*'  he  said,  "  arrives, 

By  ancient  sages  to  our  sires  foretold  ! 

Fierce  from  the  deep,  with  Heaven's  own  lightning  ann'd, 

The  pallid  nation  comes !    Blood  marks  their  steps ; 

Man's  agonies  their  sport,  and  man  their  prey ! 

"  What  piercing  shrieks  still  vibrate  on  the  ear ! 

Th'  expiring  mother  lifts  her  feeble  arm 

In  vain  to  shield  her  infant ;  the  hot  steel 

Smokes  with  their  mingled  blood  j  and  blooming  youth. 

And  manly  strength,  and  virgin  beauty,  meet 

Alike  th'  untimely  grave;  till  fell  revenge 

Is  cloy'd  and  tir'd  of  slaughter.    See,  full  gorg'd, 

The  vulture  sickens  o'er  his  waste  of  prey, 

And,  surfeitawell'd,  the  reeking  hound  expires! 

"  Yet  pause  not,  Spaniard  !- whet  thy  blunted  steel  j 

Take  thy  full  pastime  in  the  field  of  blood  ! 

But  know,  stern  tyrant,  retribution's  hour 

Ere  long  shall  reach  thee.    Though  this  orice-lov'd  isle, 

For  crimes  yet  unaton'd,  dread  Zbmi  thus 

To  desolation  and  to  death  consigns, 

And  thou  the  instrument  of  wrath  divine  $ 

In  yonder  orb,  now  darken'd  in  his  course, 

Read  thy  own  doom,  more  dreadful !    With  the  slain, 

The  murderer  falls !  Th'  oppressor  and  th'  oppress* d 

Mingle  in  dust  together !     Where  are  now 

Thy  blood-polluted  glories  ?  Ah !  too  late, 
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Learn,  when  avenging  Heaven  presumptuous  guilt 
Gives  to  its  own  fell  purposes  a  prey, 
More  mark'd  its  fate,  more  terrible  its  fall ! 


"  So  perish  the  false  triumphs  and  vain  hopes 

Of  mad  Ambition,  and  remorseless  pride, 

That  make  weak  man  the  murderer  of  man ! 

O.  my  associates,  dry  those  scalding  tears ! 

One  little  moment,  and  we  shall  arrive 

At  those  bless'd  islands,  where,  from  guilt  refined 

By  sharp  affliction,  we  no  more  shall  feel 

Death's  torpid  grasp,  and  agonizing  pang! 

There,  with  our  lov'd  forefathers,  shall  we  rove 

Through  palmy  shades ;  in  limpid  fountain  bathe  j 

Repose  in  jasmin  bowers  at  sultry  noon  5 

And  when  cool  evening  tempers  soft  the  air, 

Unenvied  gather,  from  his  unprun'd  bough, 

The  fragrant  guovya*.    On  our  cheeks  no  more 

The  burning  tear  shall  linger  $  not  a  sigh 

Swell  the  light  bosom ;  but  immortal  joy 

Fill  every  thought,  and  brighten  every  eye.  \ 

Meantime,  those  happy  interdicted  shores 

Our  blood  stain'd  foes  shall  seek  $  but  seek  in  vain* 

The  hurricane  shall  rave,  the  thunder  roll, 

And  ocean  whelm  them  in  his  deepest  tide, 

Or  leave  transhVd  on  the  hard  pointed  rock, 

The  sport  of  howling  winds.    How  shall  we  laugh 

When  the  pale  coward  slaves  we  view  remote, 

Present  th'  uplifted  hand,  th'  imploring  eye, 

To  those  their  cruelty  denied  to  breathe 

Sweet  native  air !    Their  conscious  groans  shall  fill 

Our  great  revenge  $  our  wondrous  wrongs  repay ! " 

*  Psodiumjrvcticosum,  commonly  called  the  guava.  It  grows  spontaneously 
in  all  parts  of  the  island,  and  to  most  people  is  a  very  agreeable  fruit.  P. 
Martyr  relates,  that  it  was  in  high  esteem  among  the  natives.  The  seeds  are 
an  excellent  astringent  medicine  in  fluxes. 
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INSCRIPTION 


AT  THS  UtTBANCS  Of 


A  BURIAL  GROUND  FOR  NEGRO  SLAVES. 


On  a  plantation  in  Jamaica,  belonging  to  Mr.  Edwards,  his  negroes  bad  cho- 
sen for  their  burial  ground,  a  retired  spot,  in  a  grove  of  pimento  or  allspice. 
It  was  a  place  extremely  solemn  and  angularly  beautiful ;  and  Air.  Edwards 
directed,  that,  in  case  of  bis  death  in  Jamaica,  he  should  be  buried  in  the 
midst  of  them.  As  the  ground  was  exposed  to  the  intrusion  of  cattle,  he 
caused  a  fence  to  be  raised  round  it,  and  inscribed  these  lines  on  the  little 
wicket  at  the  entrance. 


Stranger  !  whoe'er  thou  art,  with  reverence  tread, 

Lo !  these,  the  silent  mansions  of  the  dead ! 

His  life  of  labour  o'er,  the  wearied  slave 

Here  finds,  at  length,  soft  quiet  in  the  grave. 

View  not  with  proud  disdain  the  unsculptured  heap, 

Where  injured  innocence  forgets  to  weep, 

Nor  idly  deem,  although  not  here  are  found 

The  solemn  aisle  and  consecrated  ground, 

The  spot  less  sacred : — o'er  the  turf-built  shrine, 

Where  Virtue  sleeps,  presides  the  Power  Divine. 
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THE  VOW. 


O  clear  that  cruel,  doubting  brow, 
I'll  call  on  mighty  Jove 

To  witness  this  eternal  vow  3— 
Tis  you  alone  I  love ! 


t€ 


t€ 


Pray  leave  the  god  to  soft  repose," 

The  smiling  maid  replies, 
For  Jove  but  laughs  at  lovers*  vows, 

And  lovers'  perjuries." 


'  By  honour'd  Beauty's  gentle  power ! 

By  Friendship's  holy  flame ! ' 
"  Ah  !  what  is  Beauty  but  a  flower, 

And  Friendship  but  a  name  1 " 

"  By  those  dear,  tempting  lips,"  I  cried. 

With  arch,  ambiguous  look, 
Convinced,  my  Chloe  glanced  aside, 

And  bade  me  kiss  the  book. 
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INDEX. 


A. 

Abercrombie,  Sir  Ralph,  appointed  to  the  command  in  the  West 
Indies,  iv.  52.  Reduces  St.  Lucia,  64.  Recovers  St.  Vincent's 
and  Grenada,  72.  Conquers  Trinadad,  83.  Fails  in  an  attempt 
upon  Puerto  Rico,  89. 

Acott,  Lieutenant,  skilful  manoeuvres  of,  iv.  183. 

Act,  George  II.  cap.  7.    Cruelty  of,  ii.  188.    Repeal  of,  iv.  421.  ' 

■  ,  navigation,  abstract  of,  as  relating  to  the  plantations,  ii.  445. 
Acts  supplementary  to  the,  453.  Might  be  relaxed  with  advan- 
tage; 455.    Said  to  be  violated,  v.  50. 

Addington,  Mr.  speech  on  the  slave  trade,  iv.  398.  Termed  the 
black  government  of  St.  Domingo  an  usurpation,  v.  23. 

Africa,  British  commodities  exported  to,  ii.  (fe.  Number  ©f  vessels 
from  Great  Britian  to,  in  87  years,  #26. 

African  coast,  limit  of  the  part  traded  with,  ii.  $8.  DeseriptidnToT 
the,  59. 

"    ■  companies,  history  of  the  institution  of  the,  ii.  52. 

■  Institution  formed,  iv.  442.    Vigorous  exertions  of  the, 

443,  446, 462,  467. 

■"  trade  laid  Open,  ik  54.     Act  of  1750  for  regulating 


the,  57. 
Africans  tatow  themselves,  ii.  152. 
Agouti,  description  of  the,  i.  113. 

AinsHe,  governor,  proclamation  of,  v.  101.    He  is  recalled,  102. 
Albemarle,  duke  of,  i.  228.     Arbitrary  conduct  of,  229. 
— — ,  duchess  of,  curious  history  of,  i.  229. 
Albino,  account  of  negro,  ii.  73. 
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Alcedo,  superstition  of,iv,  296. 

Alco,  description  of  the,  i.  11 6. 

Allen,  anecdote  of  the  courage  of,  iii.  l6l. 

All-spice,  mode  of  cultivating,  ii.  369.    See  Pibmejtto. 

Aloes,  different  species  of,  ii.  368.    Mode  of  preparing,  ib. 

America,  instances  of  ships  driven  there  from  the  African  coast,  i.  139- 
,  treaty  of  1794  with,  ii.  584. 

American  commercial  intercourse  with  the  West  Indies.  State  of, 
previous  to  the  American  war,  ii.  485.  Amount  of  imports  for 
three  years  preceding  the  war,  487.  Value  and  nature  of  the 
supplies,  488.  Benefit  of  the  trade  to  both  parties,  489*  Dr- 
Campbell's  opinion  on  the,  490.  Copy  of  Mr.  Pitt's  American  in- 
tercourse bill,  49I.  Order  of  council  confining  importation  to 
British  ships,  495.  Dispute  as  to  the  propriety  of  allowing  the 
intercourse,  496.  The  question  referred  to  the  Privy  Council, 
499.  Statement  of  the  arguments  on  each  side,  500.  British 
northern  colonies  proved  to  be  inadequate  to  supply  the  West 
Indies,  501.  The  Privy  Council  decides  against  the  colonists,  505. 
Fears  of  the  colonists,  510.  Report  of  a  committee  of  the 
Jamaica  Assembly  on  the  fatal  effects'of  stopping  the  intercourse* 
511.  Prohibition  act  of  1788,  516.  Failure  of  supplies  from 
Nova  Scotia,  517.  Exports  and  imports,  in  1787,  to  and  from 
British  North  American  colonies,  519.  Quantity  and  value,  in 
1787,  to  the  American  states,  520.  Prohibition  the  cause  of  three 
monopolies,  522.  Com  parative  prices,  of  staves,  &c.  523.  Treaty 
of  1794,  with  America,  524. 

■  ■  ,  dispute  between  the  Assembly  of  Jamaica  and  the  British 
ministry  respecting,  v.  39.  Bill  brought  into  Parliament  to  au- 
thorise the  king  in  council  to  permit  an  intercourse,  48.  Vehe- 
ment debates  in  consequence,  49. 

Amiens,  peace  of,  censured,  v.  23. 

Amis  de  Noirs,  account  of  the  society  of,  iii.  18.    Conduct  of  the,  92. 

Anana  carried  from  the  West  to  the  East,  i.  129.  Peter  Martyr  on 
the,  ib. 

Ance  la  barque,  storming  of  the  batteries  of,  iv.  202. 

AnguMa,  devastated  by  a  French  force,  iv.  76.  £>escription  of,  216. 
History  of,  217. 

AnHles,  whence  the  name  is  derived,  i.  4. 

ArtfMa,  an  imaginary  country,  i.  4. 
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Antigua,  discovery  of,  473*  No  springs  or  rivulets  in,  473.  First 
settlers  of,  473.  Abominable  conduct  of  Governor  Park,  476. 
480.  He  is  killed  in  an  insurrection  of  the  colonists,  482.  A 
pardon  granted  to  those  who  killed  him,  483.  Description  of  the 
island,  484.  Soil  of,  484.  Scarcity  of  rain  in,  484.  Population 
of,  484.  and  v.  Appendix,  11.  Division  of  into  parishes,  L  486* 
Harbours  of,  486.  -  Military  establishment  of,  486.  The  residence 
of  the  governor  of  the  Leeward  Islands,  486.  Legislature  of,  487* 
Inhabitants  encourage  religious  missionaries,  487.  Labours  of 
the  Moravians  in,  488.  System  pursued  by  the  Moravians  in, 
489*  Number  of  converted  negroes  in,  495.  Vessels,  and  pro- 
duce of,  in  1787,  506.  Exports  and  imports  of,  485,  and  v.  Ap- 
pendix, 38. 

■  >  intended  attack  of  the  French  upon,  defeated,  iv.  125. 
-  fleet  captured  by  Villeneuve,  iv.  147. 

■  ,  Sir  W.  Young  on  the  state  of,  iii.  265. 

,  slave  laws  of.  Act  for  repealing  40th  and  41st  clauses  of  an 
act  of  1728,  v.  Appendix,  96.  For  regulating  the  trial  of  slaves, 
97.    For  establishing  a  registry  of  slaves,  98. 

Ants,  the  cause  of  the  destruction  of  New  Seville,  L  I67.    Nearly 
destroyed  Hispaniola,  168. 

—  sugar,  description  of  the,  i.  383.  397. 

Arabia,  mode  of  gathering  coffee  in,  ii.  344. 

Arieloes,  account  of,  i.  91. 

Armadillo,  description  of  the,  i.  115. 

Arnold,  brigadier-general,  danger  of,  iii.  466. 

Arnould,  M.  on  the  utility  of  the  sugar  islands  to  France,  ii.  483. 

Amatto,  description  of  the  plant,  ii.  366.    Method  of  manufacturing, 
367-     Use  of,  367. 

Assienio  company,  establishment  of  the,  ii.  55. 

Assize-courts  in  Jamaica,  when  held,  i.  267. 

Attorney-general,  infamous  opinion  delivered  by  an,  ii.  351. 

Avocado  pear,  how  eaten  in  Jamaica,  iii.  244. 

Ayscue,  Sir  Charles,  reduces  fiarbadoes,  i.  342.    Terms  granted  by, 
343. 

B. 

Bahamas,  Mr.  Edwards's  brief  account  of  the,  i.  515.    Situation  and 
names  of  the,  iv.  218.    History  of  the,  219.    Become  a  rendez- 
vous for  pirates,  220.    Captured  by  the  Spaniards  under  Galvez, 
vol,  v.  q 
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.  221.  Recovered  by  Colonel  Deveaux,  221.  Number  of  inhabit* 
ante  in,  224,  and  v.  Appendix,  it.  Geological  structure  of,  it.  224. 
Produce  of,  225.  Government  of  the,  226.  Inhabitants  not 
attached  to  the  toil,  229.  Exports  and  imports  in  1800  and  1810, 
t.  Appendix,  38* 

Bahamas,  hurricanes  in  the,  v,  70, 71. 

,  cruelty  of  the  Spaniards  to,  the  governor  of  the,  i.  185. 

■  '  »  ,  slave  laws  of— -Act  to  prohibit  selling  foreign  slaves,  v.  Ap- 
pendix, 102. '  To  consolidate  the  slave  laws,  103.  To  prevent  the 
desertion  of  slaves,  1 10.  Relative  to  trying  questions  respecting 
the  freedom  of  negroes,  111.  To  prevent  persons  on  Turk's  islands 
from  selling  spirituous  liquors,  112.  For  regulating  the  hire  of 
slaves,  &c.  1 13. 

BaiUon,  M.  fidelity  of  a  negro  to,  iii.  80. 

Baker,  Mr.  excellence  of  his  treatise  on  sugar-making,  ii.  272. 

Balance  of  trade,  erroneous  mode  of  estimating  the,  ii.  553. 

Balcarras,  Earl  of,  wise  measures  in  the  Maroon  wars,  i.  550.  Sum- 
mons to  the  Maroons,  553.  Vote  of  thanks  from  the  Assembly 
to  the,  on  the  close  of  the  Maroon  war,  572.  Angry  correspond- 
ence with  General  M'Leod  relative  to  the  Maroons,  v.  12. 

Banks,  Sir  Joseph,  letter  of,  respecting  M.  Buee,  ii.  383. 

BaRu,  description  of,  iv.  259. 

Bancrqft,  Dr.  on  the  snakes  of  Guaina,  i.  25.  On  the  Chataibv  41. 
On  the  Arrowauks,  76.  Extracts  from,  on  the  manufacture  of 
indigo,  ii.  356.    On  nankeen  dye,  337. 

Banyan  tree,  dimensions  of  a,  i.  22. 

Barbadian  negroes,  freedom  of  speech  of  the,  iii.  244. 

Barbadoes,  by  whom  discovered,  i.  316.  Taken  possession  of  by  the 
crew  of  the  Olive  Blossom,  317.  Granted  to  Lord  Ley  by  James 
the  First,  318.  Settled  by  &r  W.  Courteen,  $10.  James  Town 
founded,  319.  Lord  Ley  cedes  his  claims  to  Lord  Carlisle,  320. 
Extract  of  the  grant  to  Lord  Carlisle*  320.  Lord  Carlisle's  patent 
revoked  and  again  confirmed,  322.  Ruin  of  Sir.  W.  Courteen's 
interest,  323.  Tyranny  of  Governor  Hawley,  325.  Salutary  laws 
passed  during  the  government  of  Governor  Bell,  325.  Great  emi- 
grations from  England  to,  327*  Number  of  whites  during  the 
civil  wars,  327.  Claims  of  the  Carlisle  family  first  relinquished 
and  then  revived,  328.  Lease  granted  to  Lord  Willoughby  by 
Lord  Carlisle,  328.    The  planters'  petition  against  Lord  Carlisle's 


•    s 
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claims,  330.  Dispute*  oh  the  subject,  33?*  Origin  of  the  4ft  g*r 
•  cent  doty,  332.  Tyrannical  mode  in  which  the  duty  was  enforced, 
334.  The  act  which  granted  the  duty,  335.  Unjustifiable  con- 
duct of  Lord  Clsjrendon  in  this  business,  900. .  Attachment  of  t^e 
Barbadians  to  the  regal  government,  342..;  They  .w  subdued  by 
the  parliament  forces  under  Sir  C.  Ayaflue,.34$.  Act  passed  to 
shackle  their  commerce,  344.  Size  of  Barbadoes,  344.  Soil  and 
former  population  of,  345,  Present  population  of,  346,  and  v.  Ap- 
pendix, 7.  Decline. of  the  produce  of,  i.  346*  Dreadful  hurri- 
cane in,  347.  Divisions  K)f  the.  island,  34$.  Exports  and  imports 
of,  350,  add  v.  Appendix,  39.  Sir  W.  Young's  description,  of  the 
appearance  of,  iii.  946.  Suffers  from  an  inundation,  v.  69. 
Barbados  originally  a  county  palatine,  \l  4l& 

,  petition. of. the  free  people  of  colour  rejected,  iv.  459* 

~ — ~~,  insurrection  in,  v.  1Q2.    Attributed  to  ijbe  slave  Bgfetry 
billi  iv.  484,  v.  104. 

>,  motion  of  Mr.  Palmer  respecting  the  insurrection  in,  jv. 


484.    Motion  of  Lord  Holland,  487. 

,  slave  laws  of,    Act  to  enerease  sums  payable  on  manu- 


mission, v.  Appendix,  113.  For  the  better  protection  of  slaves, 
114.  For  punishment  of  practising  Obeah,  114.  To  remove 
doubts  as  to  trial  of  slaves  manumitted  subsequent  to  commission 
of  felony,  114.  For  more  fully  ascertaining  the  slave^popuiatipn,  1 14. 

Barbuda,  description  of,  iv.  230. 

Barham,  Mr.  comes  over  to  the  cause  of  the  abolition,  iv.  436.  His 
itiotipn  to  prevent  British  capital  from  being  employed  in  the  slave 
trad*,  492.  His  motion  against  Sir  Charles  Qrey  and  Sir  John 
Jervis,  v.  3. 

Barlavenio,  a  Spanish  term,  defined,  i.  6. 

Bamave,  M.  report  respecting  St.  Domingo,  iii.  56.  Opinion  of,  re- 
specting interference  in  colonial  disputes,  61. 

Barton,  captain,  defeats  the  French  squadron  retiring  from  Anguilla, 
i^.77.  . 

Batavian  sugar-canes,  description  of  the,  i.  xlvii. 

Bate,  description  of  the  game  of,  i.  7Q. 

Bathe,  captain,  judicious  conduct  of,  iv.  43. 

Bay  ley,  Zachary,  epitaph  on,  i.  309. 

Bedford,  Mr.  description  of  the  scenery  of  Jamaica,  i.  £50. 

Beckwiih,  general,  reduces  Martintco,  iv.  184*  and  Guadaloupe>0O$* 


* 
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Bees  in  Dominica  carried  from  Europe,  i.  443. 
BehecMo,  description  of  an  entertainment  given  by  him  to  Bartholo- 
mew Columbus,  i.  84. 
BeUegarde  sets  fire  to  Trinitl,  iii.  446.    Defeated  by  the  British,  447, 

453.    Surrenders,  453. 
Benexet,  Anthony,  account  of,  iv.  318.     His  work  useful  to  Mr* 

Clarkson,  322. 
Berbice,  description  of,  see  Dbmbrara,  exports  and  imports  of,  in 

I8O9,  1810,  v.  Appendix,  39.    Population  of,  Appendix,  16.  . 
Berkshire  hill,  description  of,  iv.  261. 

Bermudex,  John,  said  to  have  discovered  the  Bermudas,  iv.  231. 
Bermudas,  Mr.  Edwards's  short  account  of  the,  i.  516.    Kindness  of 

the  whites  to  the  negroes,  616.    By  whom  discovered,  iv.  231. 

Settlement  of  the,  233.   Singular  voyage  performed  from  the,  234. 

Project  of  Bishop  Berkeley  for  founding  a  college  in  the,  235. 

Conquest  of  them  meditated  by  the  Americans,  236.    Climate  of 
>  the,  236.    Dangerous  navigation  of  the,  237.    Soil,  produce,  &c. 

of  the,  238. 

,  population  of  the,  v.  Appendix,  12.  Exports  and  imports 

of,  in  1609  and  1810,  Appendix,  39. 
',  hurricane  at  the,  v.  76. 
-,  slave  acts  of  the-~act  to  repeal  an  act  for  the  security  of 


the  subject,  v.  Appendix,  1 16.    To  regulate  the  emancipation  of 

slaves,  116. 
Bernaldes  describes  the  bravery  of  the  Charaibes,  i.  39* 
Berville  camp,  description  of,  iii.  469*.    Great  mortality  at,  470.  The 

British  capitulate,  472*    Massacre  of  the  royalists  by  H agues, 

473. 
Bimini  a  fabulous  river,  i.  16. 
Bissuo,  necessity  of  the  cession  of,  iv.  447. 
Blachione,  erroneous  expression  used  by,  ii.  434, 
Blanchelande,  M.  attacks  Tobago,  iv.  281. 

,  governor,  speech  of,  iii.  7.    Sent  to  France  and  be- 

headed,  11 7. 
Bloat  in  sugar  canes,  description  of  the,  if.  252. 
Bietqfieids,  excellent  situation  of,  v.  Appendix,  20y. 
Bloodhounds  brought  from  Cuba,  i.  568. 
Bocca  del  Toro,  excellence  of  the  harbour  of,  v.  Appendix,  213. 
Bohitos,  priests  of  the  Hispanioians,  i.  96. 
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Bompard,  repulse  of  the  English  at,  iii.  164. 

Botdlle,  Marquis  de,  conquers  Dominica,  i.  437*  Harsh  conduct  of 
at  Tobago,  iv.  283. 

Bounty,  account  of  the,  on  sugars,  ii.  553.  Little  more  than  a  mo- 
dification of  the  drawback,  560. 

Bourbon  Fort,  sieges  of  iii.  454,  iv.  188* 

Bougie,  Mr.  improved  mode  of  boiling  sugar,  ii.  267. 

Boyer  succeeds  Petion,  v.  lgi. 

Bradshaw,  captain,  gallantry  of,  at  Cape  Tiburon,  iii.  171. 

,  president,  said  to  be  interred  in  Jamaica,  i.  214.    His 
epitaph  a  modern  composition,  214. 

Brayne,  colonel,  appointed  governor  of  Jamaica,  h  208. 

Breadfruit  tree  introduced  into  the  West  Indies,  i.  xL' 

Bridge  town,  Barbadoes,  account  of,  i.  348. 

Bridgewater  first  petitioned  against  the  slave  trade,  iv.  317. 

Brisbane,  captain,  his  gallant  attack  of  a  Spanish  frigate  under  the 

.    Moro  fort,  iv.  15Q.     Conquest  of  Curacoa,  163* 

British  colonies,  list  of  the,  in  the  West  Indies,  v.  Appendix,  3f. 
,  description  of,  (additional)  iv.  215. 

Brougham,  Mr.  brings  in  a  bill  to  make  slave  trading  felony,  iv.  488. 
Speech  on  Mr.  Marryat's  motion,  455. 

Broughton,  Dr.  catalogue  of  the  Hortus  Eastensis,  iii.  367. 

Brown-bearded  cotton,  description  of  the,  ii.  312. 

Bucaniers  resorted  to  Jamaica,  i.  212.  Account  of  the  origin  of  the, 
iii.  132.  Compelled  to  make,  war  on  the  Spaniards,  134-  History 
of  the,  not  to  be  relied  on,  136.- 

Bucoament,  description  of  the  valley  of,  iii.  260. 

Bute,  Mr.  introduces  the  clove  tree  into  Dominica,  &  374.  De- 
scribes the  various  methods  of  curing  cloves,  380.  Letter  of  Sir 
Joseph  fiankes  respecting,  383. 

Buffon,  M.  error  of,  i.  xxxvii. 

Burgess  discloses  a  conspiracy  in  Jamaica,  v.  98. 

Burke,  Mr.  speech  on  the  slave  trade,  iv.  358. 

C. 

Cacabay,  description  of  the,  ii.  166. 

Cacao  once  employed  as  money,  ii.  359.  Manner  of  cultivating,  360. 
Produce  of,  360.    Once  extensively  cultivated  in  our  islands,  362. 
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Cultivation  destroyed  by  high  duties,  863.    Description"  of  the 

cacao  tree,  362. 
Cacao,  superstition  of  Alcedo  respecting,  iv.  296. 
Caciques,  kings  of  the  native  Indians,  i.  86. 
Caiba,  immense  size  of  the,  i.  21 . 
Campaigns.    See  West  Indies. 
Campbell,  Dr.  his  opinion  on  the  West-Indian  intercourse  with 

America,  ii.  490. 
Cane-trash  used  as  fuel,  ii.  262. 
Canning,  Mr.  motion  respecting  Trinidad,  iv.  425. 
Cape  Francois,  inhabitants  wish  to  become  British  subjects,  iii.  is. 

Description  of,  139.    Fears  excited  by  the  revolted  negroes,  7 1. 

Hastily  fortified,  77*    Destroyed  by  the  tevoltera,  124.    French 

account  of  the  destruction  of,  127.  Burned  by  Christophe,  v.  130 
Cape  Gracios  a  Bios,  description  of  the  harbour  of,  v.  Appendix,  209. 
Cape  Tiburon,  failure  of  attack  oh,  iii.  157,  424.    Successful  attack 

on,  160.    Repulse  of  Rigaud  at,  t65,  171.  Recovered  by  Rigaud, 

179. 
Cardenas,  offers  of,  to  (Mirer  Cromwell,  i.  189. 

Carenagey  Grenada,  fire  at,  v.  87. 

,  St.  Lucia,  excellence  of  the  harbour  of  the,  iv.  e74. 

Cariacou,  description  of,  i.  390. 

Carlisle,  earl  of,  obtains  a  patent  to  settle  Barbadoes,  i.  380.    Dis- 
putes On  this  subject,  322—333. 
'«■■'■        *■>     ■      preserved  the  ishmd  of  St.  Christopher's,  I.  456. 

■■  appointed  governor  of  Jamaica,  iii.'  897.    Com- 

mission and  instructions  of  Charles  II.  to,'  304,  364.  Correspon- 
dence between  his 'lordship  and  the  ministry,  respecting  the 
constiution  <6f  Jamaica,  306 — 328.  Correspondence  with  the 
committee,  309,  310,  324,  327,  32$.  Addresses  of  the  Assembly 
of  Jamaica  to  the,  314,  332,  342. 

Carmichael,  general,  reduces  Santo  Domingo,  iv.  197.   Able  conduct 
at  Tobago,  v.  92. 

Case  of  the  sugar  colonies,  arguments  from  the,  ii.  583. 

Castles,  Mr.  account  of  sugar  ants,  i.  397. 

Castries  destroyed  by  fire,  v.  90. 

Cattle  belonging  to  negroes  lose  theirspirit,  ii.  96; 

ftoyemte  attacked  by  the  British  and  Portuguese,  i*.  376.    Surrender 
Of,  181. 
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Gerillac,  count  de,  rapacity  of  the,  i.  357*  Code*  Grenada  t6  the 
French  West-India  Company,  358. 

Ceylon,  slavery  abolished  in,  iv.  481. 

Chacon,  Don  Joseph,  enlightened  government  of,  in  Trinidad,  iv. 
300.    Surrenders  the  island  to  the  British,  83. 

Charaibs,  on  the  original  country  of  the,  i.  $4.  Arabic  derivation  of 
the  name,  146.  Believed  to.be  a  colony  from  the  East,  30,  14*. 
Bravery  of  the,  39.  Cannibals,  40.  Hostile  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  larger  islands,  41.  Cannot  endure  slavery,  42.  Temper 
and  persons  of  the,  43,  44.  Strange  mode  of  adorning  themselves* 
45.  Used  poisoned  arrows,  46.  Horrible  ceremonies  of  the,  47, 
58.  Harsh  to  females,  50.  Very  careful  of  their  hair,  53.  Flatten 
the  heads  of  their  children,  34.  Dwellings  and  arts  of  the,  55. 
Agriculture  and  food  of  the,  57*  Believe  in  a  future  state,  6 1. 
Religion  of  the,  61.  Offered  sacrifices  to  malevolent  spirits,  66. 
Specimens  of  the  language  of,  145.  iiL  276.  Language  compare^ 
with  the  Hebrew,  145.  Comparison  of  the  customs  of  the  Cha- 
raibs and  those  of  eastern  nations,  147* 

■  massacred  in  St  Christopher's,  i.  457*    In  .Grenada,  356. 
.  ■    ■  description  of  the,  of  Dominica,  i.  444* 

»j  ■  ■  account  of  the,  of  St.  Vincent's,  i.  412.  Interview  of 
Captain  Uring  with  the,  416.  The  red  nearly  destroyed,  420. 
Treaty  concluded  with  the,  4$4»  448.  Stimulated  by  the  French 
to  attack  the  English,  iv.  15.    Transported  to  JjUttan,  74. 

Charibmm  islands  originally  made  .counties  palatine,  ii.  41,8. 

Charles  I.  some  of  his  judges  settle  in  Jamaica,  i.  213.  .    _ 

■  ■       II.  tyrannical  attempt  of,  upon  the  liberties  of  Jamaica,  iii. 

297—366. 

■  ■ '       V.  abolished  the  slave  trade,  iv.  309. 


Charmilly,  M.  sent  from  St.  Domingo  to  Jamaica,  iii.  14Q. 

Ckatoye,  proclamation  of,  iv.  15.  Massacres  his  prisoners,  15.  Is 
killed,  17. 

Chatoyer  visits  Sir  William  Young,  iii.  262. 

Chewstick,  use  and  description  of  the,  ii.  14. 

Chocolate,  wholesomeness  of,  ii.  364. 

Christian,  admiral,  disasters  sustained  by  the  fleet  of,  iv.  53. 

Ckrisicphe  burns  Cape  Francois,  v.  130.  Falls  back  from  Marma- 
lade, 150.  Treats  with  the  French,  130.  Takes  up  arms  again, 
143.  Assumes  the  government  at  Cape  Francois,  167.  Engages 
in  a  war  with  Petion,  175.    Assumes  the  title  of  king,  177. 
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Cinnamon  tree,  description  of  the,  i.  257. 

Clarendon,  lord,  reprehensible  conduct  of,  respecting  the  4f  per  cent, 
duty,  i.  336. 

Clark,  governor,  roasted  alive  by  the  Spaniards,  i.  185. 

Cfarkxm,  Mr.  occasion  of  his  first  hostility  to  the  slave  trade,  iv.  322. 
Devotes  himself  to  the  cause  of  the  abolition,  325.  Journeys  in 
search  of  evidence,  387,  34p,  370,  373,  428.  Visits  Paris,  363. 
Compelled  by  ill  health  to  retire,  409.  Rejoins  the  committee, 
428. 

Clayed  sugar,  how  made,  ii.  $74. 

Claying,  process  of,  how  discovered,  ii.  275.  Loss  in  weight  by, 
275. 

Clerk  of  the  supreme  court  qf  Jamaica,  office  of,  i.  271. 

Clove  tree,  Mr.  BueVs  attempt  to  cultivate  the,  ii.  374. 

Cloves,  modes  of  curing,  ii.  380. 

Cockpits,  description  of  the,  i.  56$. 

Cocoa  imported  1761  to  1806,  v.  Appendix;  30.  * 

Coffee,  cause  of  the  inferiority  of  West-Indian  to  Mocha,  ii.  338. 
Revenue  benefited  by  reduction  of  duty  on,  340.     Soil  proper  for, 
340.     Mode  of  planting,  341.    Produce  of,  343.    Mode  of  ga- 
thering and  curing,  344.    Imbibes  exhalations  from  other  bodies* 
-  348.    Expense  and  profit  of  the  culture  of,  351.    Observations  by 

'  *  Mr*.  Vaugban  on  the  cultivation  of,  in  St.  Domingo,  353* 

"■       "'■■'  exported  from  Jamaica  1787  to  1797,  i-  315. 

■    ■         imported  into  Great  Britain  1761  to  1806,  v.  Appendix,  26. 


-,  duty  upon;  reduced,  v.  59. 


Coisnon  sent  by  the  first  consul  to  Toussaint,  v.  127, 131. 

Cold  spring,  description  of,  i.  243. 

Colibry,  description  of  the,  i.  25, 

Colonial  laws,  abstract  of.     See  the  various  islands. 

;   ■ )      offices*  bill  opposed  by  Mr.  Creevey,  v.  63. 

Colonies,  benefit  of,  ii.  532. 

■  on  what  principles  settled  in  America  by  European  States, 

ii.443. 

Colour,  people  of.    See  People  of  Colour. 

Columbus,  object  of,  in  sailing  westward,  i.  2.  Guanahani  the  first 
land  seen  by,  7.     Kindness  of  Guacanahari,  xxxi.    Delighted 

•  with  the  first  view  of  the  West  Indies,  17.  Kindness  of  the 
native  Indians  to,  83.  Speech  of  a  native  Indian  to,  93.-  Forti- 
tude and  wisdom  of,  155.    Letter  of,  to  Ferdinand,  156.    Dis- 


» * 
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.  covered  Grenada,  353.  And  Trinidad,  iv.  276.  Named  Mont- 
serrat,  i.  496.     St.  Christopher's,  454.    Dominica,  431.    The 

•   Virgin  Islands,  499. 

Columbus  and  his  sons,  description  of  a  picture  of,  i.  xxiii. 

,  Diego,  casts  the  king  of  Spain  in  a  trial,  i.  160.  Sails  to 
Hispaniola,  161.  Contends  with  Ojeda  and  Nicuessa,  l6l.  Sop- 
presses  a  revolt  in  St  Domingo,  173.     Issue  of,  1?4. 

Commercial  monopoly .  with  respect  to  colonies,  account  of,  and  argu- 
ments on  the,  ii.  565— «570. 

Common  Jamaica  cotton,  description  of  the,  ii.  312. 

Concordat  between  the  mulattoes  and  whites,  ii.  86, 268. 

Cornwall,  description  of  the  county  of,  i.  263.    " 

Cortes,  the,  abolish  the  slave  trade,  iv.  449. 

Cotopaxi,  distance  at  which  its  explosions  are  heard,  i.  32. 

Cotton,  various  species  of,  ii.  310.  Most  profitable  sorts  of,  313. 
Dryness  essential  to  the  cultivation  of,  3 1 3.     Mode  of  cultivating,  ] 

314.    Prices  of  various  sorts  of,  316.    Price  of  land  for  cultivating,    / 
317.     Value  of  a  crop  of,  31 9.     Subject  to  be  destroyed  by  in- 
sects, 320.    Quantity  imported  into  the  West  Indies  and  Great 
Britain,  322.    Tenacity  of  the  thread  apun  from,  324.    Number 
of  persons  employed  in  the  manufacture  of,  324. 

■  wool,  imported  1761  to  1806,  v.  Appendix,  28. 

Council,  powers  of  the,  ii.  399.  Disadvantages  to  which  it  is  ex- 
posed, 401.  Arguments  against  its  participation  in  legislative 
authority,  403.  Original  intention  of  the,  405.  Origin  of  a  part 
of  its  power,  407.     Proposal  for  improving  the,  409. 

Courlanders  settle  Tobago,  iv.  277. 

Courteen,  Sir  W.  settles  Barbadoes,  i.  319.  He  is  ill-treated  by  the 
Earl  of  Carlisle,  322.  Final  ruin  of  his  interest  in  Barbadoes, 
323. 

Coventry,  Mr.  secretary,  correspondence  with  the  Earl  of  Carlisle,  iii. 
306,  307,  311,  325,  328. 

Coyaha  the  heaven  of  the  Hispaniolians,  i.  94. 

Creoles,  description  of  the,  ii.  11.  Description  of  the  Creole  ladies, 
12.  Early  powers  of  the  children,  14.  Less  cruel  than  Euro- 
peans to  slaves,  15.    Not  timid,  16. 

Creeuey,  Mr.  motion  on  the  4£  per  cent,  duty,  v.  21* 

Crete  a  Pierrot,  siege  of,  v.  138. 

Cromwell,  Oliver,  vindication  of  his  hostility  against  the  Spaniards,  i. 

. «    178.    Offer  of  the  Spanish  ambassador  to,  I89. 


.  * 
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Crvp  mmng  a  time  of  festivity,  ii.  259.    -Fatness  of  the  negroes  tad 

.     cattle  daring  the*  £59. 

Crown  denied  to  have  the  prerogative  of  establishing  despotic  govern- 
ments in  the  colonies,  ii.  414. 

Crust,  the,  description  of,  ii.  364. 

Cstanaboa,  account  of  the,  i.  87- 

CuLc,  first  settlement  of,  L  704 

Cwjjoe,  captain,  makes  peace  with  the  whites,  i.  SSI. 

Cuffey,  fears  excited  in  Jamaica  by,  iv.  101. 

Caragoa  surrenders,  iv.  118.  Captain  Brisbane  dispatched  against, 
160.  He  carries  the  ships  and  forts  by  storm,  162.  The  gover- 
nor capitulates,  164. 

Csjy/er,'general,  reduces  Tobago,  iiu  436. 

D. 

Dacres,  captain,  spirited  attack  upon  Samana,  iv.  105. 

Dalhnm*,  earl  of,  defeats  an  attempt  upon  Martinieo,  iv.  46. 

Dairytnpie,  general,  his  treaty  with  the  Charaibes,  i.  448. 

Dancer's,  .doctor,  account  of  the  bite  of  a  snake,  i.  83. 

JTJtoJsA  colonies  reduced,  iv.  1 15, 166. 

Dauxion  Lavaysse  sent  to  6c.  Domingo,  v.  186. 

Davenant,  Dr.  on  the  benefit  arising  from  colonies,  ii.  504. 

De  Castro,  Don  Raymond,  gallant  conduct  of,  iv.  87. 

DEmamlmc  not  the  original  settler  of  St.  Christopher's,  i.  456. 

D*£$iaing,  count,  reduces  Grenada,  i.  376.  Defeated  at  St  Lucia, 
iv.  269,  271. 

De  Grasse,  M.  certificate  in  favour  of,  iii.  xxi. 

Demerara,  Essequibo,  and  Berbtce,  boundaries  of,  iv.  241.  Climate 
ot*42.  Rivers  of,  843.  Productions  of,  244.  History  of,  847. 
Rebellion  of  the  slaves  in,  247.  Ceded  to  the  British,  249.  De- 
scription of  the  towns  of,  249.  Government  of,  251.  Militia 
and  military  force  of,  252. 

— —  reduced  by  Major-general  White,  iv.  64.  By  General 
Grinfield,  185. 

v  population  of,  v.  Appendix,  16. 

-,  exports  of,  from  1745  to  1785 ;  1803  to  1806 ;  1812  and 


mrr——*-~~, 


1813,  v.  Appendix,  No.  xlv. 
Denmark,  king  of,  abolishes  the  slave  trade,  iv.  406, 469- 
Dcstada,  eapture  of,  iv.  170. 
DessaHnes,  defends  Crete  a  Pierrot,  v*  138.    Takes  up  arms  again, 
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160.  Invested  with  the  chief  command,  153.  Hypocritical  pro- 
clamations of,  157.  Massacre  of  the  whites  by  order  of,  159. 
Foiled  in  an  attack  upon  Santo  Domingo,  16«.     Made  emperor, 

-  16*4.    Assassinated,  167. 

Deveaux,  colonel,  gallant  recovery  of  the  Bahamas  by,  iv.  222* 

D'Hautpoult,  the,  captured,  iv.  195.  ' 

Dickson*  captain,  spirited  conduct  of,  at  Gurupano  and  Rio  Caribe, 
iv.  106. 

Dirt-eating,  description  of  the  disease  of,  ii.  167. 

Distilleries,  sugar  admitted  to  the,  v.  62. 

Dolben,  Sit  WWum,  introduces  the  slave  carrying  bill,  33Q,  30G, 
373. 

Jhmimca,  why  so  named,  i.  431.  The  first  land  discovered  by 
Columbus  on  his  second  voyage,  431.  French  inhabitants  the 
most  numerous,  439.  Misconduct  of  the  French  planters  in  the 
American  war,  433,  485.  Advantageous  position  of,  434.  Con- 
quered by  the  Marquis  tie  BouiHe*,  43d.  Infamous  conduct  of 
Duchilleau  at,  438.  Description  of/442.  Produce  of,  443. 
,  description  of  the  Charaibes  of,  i.  444. 

*        "  ■",  clove  tree  introduced  into,  by  Mr.  Buee",  ii.  374,     

— — ,  population  of,  i.  444;  v.  Appendix  10  5  Exports  and  Im- 
ports of,  i.  447 ;  v.  Appendix,  40. 

— — — ,  disturbed  state  of,  in  1794,  iv.  4. 

invaded  in  1795  by  the  French,  iv.  49.    The  invaders 


compelled  to  surrender,  43.  Detection  of  a  plot  to  give  it  up  to  the 
French,  90.  Attack  in  1805  by  the  French,  iv.  138.  General 
Prevost  retires  to  Prince  Rupert's,  140.    The  French  retreat,  141. 

,  mutiny  of  the  eighth  West-India  regiment  in,  v.  93. 

-  ravaged  by  hurricanes,  v.  73, 75,  78,  79» 
""    ■    .  ',  Maroon  war  in,  v.  99. 

•,  slave  laws  of— Act  to  revive  an  act  tor  the  protection  of 


slaves,  v.  Appendix,  118 — to  revive  an  act  for  establishing  rangers, 
1 18 — to  enable  the  commanding  officer  of  rangers  to  procure 
slaves  for  guides,  118— for  more  effectually  apprehending  runaway 
slaves,  119—40  make  slave-testimony  admissible  in  certain  xases, 
120 — for  more  effectual  punishment  of  runaway  slaves,  193— -for 
banishing  sundry  runaway  slaves,  128-~to  regulate  the  mafMsmit- 
.ting  of  slaves,  123— for  ascertaining  the  number  of  white  persons, 
DM. 
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JfOyley,  colonel,  great  ability  and  courage  of,  L  SOQ.  Appointed 
governor  of  Jamaica,  214.     Sketch  of  the  instructions  to,  iii. 

287. 
Drake,  Sir  Francis,  bums  Santo  Domingo*  iii*  195.    Anecdote  of, 

295. 

Drawback,  definition  of,  ii.  552.  Ought  in  justice  to  be  allowed, 
556*.  •  Act  for  regulating  the,  599.  Bad  effects  of  lessening  the, 
v.  21. 

Duchillau,  marquis,  infamous  conduct  of,  at  Dominica,  i.  438. 

Duckworth,  admiral,  defeats  Admiral  Lesseigoes,  iv.  156. 

Dudonaii,  proposition  of,  to  General  Williamson,  iii.  414.  .  Defeat 
and  death  of,  415. 

Dundas,  Mr.  speech'  on  the  value  of  the  West-Indian  colonies,  ii. 
478.  Suggests  a  gradual  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  iv.  397- 
Resolutions  moved  by,  403.  Moves  a  vote  of  approbation  to  Sir 
Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jarvis,  v.  4.  Defends  the  ministers 
with  respect  to  the  mode  of  conducting  the  war  in  the  West 
Indies,  10.  Speech  against  evacuating  St  Domingo,  15.  Refuted 
by  Mr.  Fox,  17. 

,  major-general,  brutality  of  Hugues  to  the  body  of,  iii*  476* 
Monument  voted  to  him  by  Parliament,  v.  5. 

Dunder,  use  of,  ii.  279. 

Du  Parquet,  expedition  of,  against  Grenada,  i.  354. 

Du  Tertre,  account  of  the  cession  of  Grenada,  i.  355. 

Duties  on  West-India  produce  in  1792,  ii.  541. 

■  not  always  paid  by  the  consumer,  ii.  545,  551. 

■  ,  examples  of  the  error  of  levying  them  too  high,  iL  549* 
'   Dye-woods,  &c.  imported  1791  to  1806,  v.  Appendix,  34. 

E. 

Earth,  the  spherical  figure  of,  known  to  ancient  geographers,  i.  2. 
Earthquakes  not  unfrequent,  i.  12.    Port  Royal  destroyed  by,  231. 

In  1797  and  1811,  1812.  v.  80. 
East  Indian  sugar,  impolicy  of  encouraging,  ii.  581. 

■  trade  far  less  beneficial  than  West  Indian,  ii.  477- 
Eboes,  whence  brought  from,  ii.  61.    Character  of  the,  88.    Very 

timid,  89,  and  v.  Appendix,  208.    Are  cannibals,  ii.  90. 
Edwards,  Bryan,  sketch  of  the  life  of,  i.  ix.    Receives,  in  1791>  the 

deputies  from  St.  Domingo,  iii.  iv.     Visits  St.  Domingo,  vi. 
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Imagined  to  be  an  agent  of  the  British  ministry,  x.    Sources 

whence  he  obtained  information  on  St.  Domingo,  xiii.    Procures 

an  act  to  repeal  the  5th  George  II.  iv.  421. 
Effingham,  earl  of,  character  of  the,  ii.  392.  Funeral  and  monument 

voted  to  him  by  the  assembly  of  Jamaica,  303.    Inscription  on  the 

monument  of,  393. 
'  ,  friendly  reception  of  the  deputies  from  St.  Domingo, 

111.  v. 
Elizabeth,  queen,  expressed  her  detestation  of  the  slave  trade,  vn 

309.  .  ..  . 

Elletsm,  lieutenant-governor,  Jamaica  assembly's  address  to,  ii.  490* 

Reply  of,  4«7. 
El&s,  Mr.  C.  motion  of,  relative  to  the  treatment  of  slaves,  iv.  4*6. 
Emerald  destroys  a  French  flotilla,  iv.  125.    •  • 
English  harbour,  Antigua,  a  royal  navy  yard,  i.  486.    Defeat  of  the 

French  expedition  against,  iv.  125. 
Enrolments,  office  of,  in  Jamaica,  i.  270. 
Ernouf,  general,  compelled  to  surrender  Guadaloupe,  iv.  208. 
Esquwel,  Juan  de,  noble  conduct  of,  i.  l6f.    His  element  govern- 
ment of  Jamaica,  16*3. 

F. 

Falmouth,  description  of,  i.  263. 

Faulkner,  captain,  storms  Fort  Royal,  iit.  456.    Killed  in  capturing 

La  Pique,  iv.  9. 
Fedon,  general  of  the  revolters  in  Grenada,  iv.  35.    Massacres*  his 

prisoners,  39.      Routed  by  the  British,  41.      Believed  to  be 

drowned,  75. 
Ferrand  de  Beaudierre,  massacre  of,  iii.  24. 

,  general,  proclamation  of,  v. 
Fig  tree,  immense  size  of  the  Indian,  i.  21. 
Fvrardo,  admiral,  his  brutality  to  the  English,  i.  180, 
Fireflies,  description  of,  i.  10. 
Fires,  at  Roseau,  i.  440.    At  Puerto  d'  Espana,  iv.  303.     At  Mon- 

tego  bay,  v.  83.    At  Castries,  90.    At  Port  Royal,  90. 
Fish  imported  into  the  West  Indies,  v.  Appendix,  63— &. 
~  exported  from  British  North  American  colonies,  v.  Appendix, 

61. 
Fishing,  singular  mode  of,\u  126. 


IM  IttDlX 

WMh  colonel,  killed,  L  55Q.    HU  corpse  horribly  tressed  by  the 

Maroons,  6*g. 

« 

Fletcher,  Abraham,  gratitude  of  the  negroes  to,  ii-  7& 

i^  IftsoM*  surrenders,  iii.  l(fr    Eiiemy  reprised  at,  172.. 

— — •  ffowfas  surrenders,  iiu  450.  nr  1QQ, 

—  ffeur  de  rEpee  carried  by  storm  fay  the  English,  iaL  460-  Re- 
covered by  the  republicans,  406,  FaHore  of  the  British  in  an 
attempt  to  retake  it,  467. 

——Leydmt  gallant  assault  of,  it.  136. 

—  Royal,  scaled  by  Captain  Faulkner,  iii.  455* 

Jbcr  «nsf  o  htyper  tent,  dbajr,  Oftstjn  of  the,  L  331.  Harshly  en- 
forced, 3S4.  Act  for  granting  the,  335.  Reprehensible  conrfnot 
of  Lord  Clarendon  respecting  the,  3S&  Bad  effects  x>f  the,  348. 
Attempt  to  enforce 'it  in  Grenada,  352.  The  crown  defeated,  364. 
Granted  to  the  crown  by  the  inhabitants  of  Tbrtola,  SOS.  Pro- 
duce of,  in  twenty-one  years,  508.  In  three  years  (1704, 1795, 
1796),  518.  Pensions  paid  out  of,  690.  Debates  in .  the  Bririah 
parliament  respecting  the,  v.  19, 01. 

Fox*  Mr.  declares  against  the  slave  trade,  iv.  336.  Speeches  of,  361, 
387,  400.    Motion  for  abolition  is  carried,  430.    Death  of,  433. 

France,  conduct  of,  with  respect  to  the  slave  trade,  iv.  464.  Re- 
monstrances of  the  British  court;  47 1  •  Proceedings  in  consequence 
at  the  Congress  of  Vienna,  472.  Slate  trade  abolilhed  by  Na- 
poleon/ 475.    Lewis  the  Eighteenth  consents  to  aboltshthe  trade, 

477.  '      : 

Jtotftt,  Mr«  motion  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  thenegreea,  hr. 

414.  : 

Francou,  Jean,  prudent  precaution  of,  iii.  112.    Massacre  by,  £04. 
Fhmkhnt  Dr.  account  of  the  land  wind,  i.  is, 
French  cotton,  description  of,  ii.  3 It.      • 
■  ■  '     ■  West  India  colonies,  vessels,  produce  and  duties  of  the  ii*  474. 

G. 

€*ge,  Thomas,  bis  arguments  for  attacking  the  Spaniard*,  i.  188. 

Dies  in  the  expedition  against  Jamaica,  192. 
Galbaud,  M.  appointed  governor  of  St  Domingo,  iii.  121.    Dispute* 

between  him  and  the  commissioners,  123.    Both  parties  resort  to 

arms,  123.    Retires  to  America,  147- 
Galdy,  Lewis,  singular  escape  of,  i.  iy4. 
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Gaiissoniere,  M.  misconduct  of,  iii.  56* 

GoAbmm,  description  of  the,  iii.  197> 

Gamot,  M.  speech  of ;  iii.  fld& 

Gang*  ofsttoti,  how  constituted,  ii.  156. 

«£*-,  a  native  of  the  east,  ii.  064*  Varieties  and  cnkititien  of, 
365.    Quantity  produced  of,  3(56* 

GoW  court,  description  of  the.  ii*  59.  The  country  of  the  Koro- 
mantyn  negroes,  59. 

Console*  the  first  procurer  of  slaves,  it.  4S» 

Gospel,  society  for  propagating  the,  holds  slaves,  it.  40* 

Governments  in  the  West  Indies,  nature  of  the,  ii.  365* 

Governor,  powers  Tested  in  a,  ii.  366.  Necessity  of  caution  in  the 
choice  of  a,  39 1 .    Arbitrary  acts  of  a,  3$*. 

— — — ,  lieutenant,  power  of  a,  ii.  396. 

Green  seed  cotton,  description  of,  ii.  310. 

Green,  Sir  Charles,  reduces  Surinam,  iv.  136. 

Gregoire,  abb*,  letter  to  the  mulattoes,  in.  93,  100. 

Grenada,  discovered  by  Columbus,  i.  353.  Expedition  of  Da  Par- 
quet against,  354.  Extermination  of  the  Charaibs,  357*  Sur- 
renders to  the  British  arms,  359*  -Ceded  to  Great  Britain,  S60. 
Stipulations  in  favour  of  the  inhabitants,  360.  Proclamations  . 
respecting  settlers,  361.  Attempt  to  enforce  the  payment  of  the 
4$  per  cent,  duties,  369.    Case  of  the  duties  argued  in  Westminster- 

'  hall,  and  judgment  given  against  the  crown,  364.  Speech  of  Lord 
Mansfield  upon  the  occasion,  365.  Disputes- fin  the  colony,  $T2. 
Recaptured  by  the  French,  376.  Harshness  of  the  victors,  999. 
Restored  to  Great  Britain,  380. 

,  description  of,  i.  38 1 .    Produce  of,  in  the  year  1776,-  '388. 

Description  of  the  town  of  St  George,  385,  iii.  280.    Population 
of,  i.  386,  and  v.  Appendix,  8.    Government  of,  i.  388.    Vessels 
and  exports  of,  in  1787, 392 ;  in  I8O9  and  1810,  v.  Appendix,  40. 
-,  disputes  in,  and  unquiet  state  of;  previous  to  the  campaign 


of  1795,  iv.  5.  Defenceless  state  of,  34.  Revolt  of  the  French 
and  men  of  colour,  35.  Want  of  vigour  in  the  colonial  govern- 
ment, 36.  Reinforcements  arrive  from  Martinico,  37, 38.  British 
defeated  in  an  attempt  upon  Belvidere  and  Morne  Vauclain,  39. 
The  revolters  put  the  British  prisoners  to  death,  89*  Various 
actions,  41.  Enemy  routed  by  General  Nicolls,  71.  Enemy 
driven  from  Morne  Quaqno>  75.   Conclusion  of  the  contest,  76. 


• 
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Grenada,  fire  at  the  Carenage,  v.  87* 

,  slave  laws  of— Act  for  obliging  owners  of  canoes,  &c  to 
take  out  licenses,  v.  Appendix,  126— for  more  effectual  punish- 
ment of  criminal  slaves,  196— to  amend  acts  for  preventing  the 
increase  of  mulattocs,  and  for  the  better  government  of  slaves,  127 
—for  the  more  effectual  trial  and  ponishment  of  rebellious  slaves, 
129— for  the  punishment  of  sieves  under  sentence  who  shall  en- 
deavour to  escape,  131 — for  the  better  protection  and  promoting 
the  increase  of  slaves,  132— to  repeal  the  annuity  clause  of  the 
guardian  act,  139. 
Grenadines,  account  of  the,  i.  390.    Number  of  the,  iii.  289. 
GrenmUe,  lord,  introduces  resolutions  against  the  slave  trade  into  the 
House  of  Peers,  iv.  431.    Brings  in  a  bill  to  abolish  the  trade, 
which  is  carried,  433. 
Grey,  Sir  Charles,  appointed  to  the  command  in  the  West  Indies, 
iii.  441.     Arrives  at  Barbadoes,  444.     Lands  in  Marunko,  446. 
Conquers  the  island,  466.    Reduces  St  Lucia,  469,  and  Guada- 
foupe,  461.'   Resigns  the  command  to  Sir  John  Vaughan,  474. 
■  and  Admiral  Jarvis,  Mr.Barham's  motion  against, 

iv.  2.    Vindicated  by  Mr.  Grey,  4.    Mr.  Dundas  moves  a  vote 
approving  of  their  conduct,  6. 
Grievances  of  the  WesUlndian  colonists,  ii.  486,  668,  670, 681 j  v. 

24—46. 
Grinfieid,  general,  reduces  St  Lucia,  iv*  122.  Tobago,  133.    Deme- 

rara,Essequibo  and  Berbice,  126. 
Gmcam&ari,  kindness  o£,  to  Columbus,  i.  xxxi. 
Guadaloupe  taken  by  the  British,  iii.  460.  Republicans  land  and 
storm  Fort  Fleur  d'  Epee,  465.  British  retire  to  Basse  Terre, 
468.  Post  themselves  in  Berville  camp,  469.  Great  mortality, 
470.  Victor  Hugues  arms  the  blacks,  470.  He  lands  at  Basse 
Terre,  and  compels  the  British  at  Berville  to  capitulate,  472. 
Fort  Matilda  evacuated,  and  the  island  abandoned  by  the  British, 
474. 

1  armament  sent  against  Antigua  defeated,  iv.  125.    Re- 

duced by  the  British,  208.    Revolters  against  the  Bourbons  de- 
feated by  the  British,  210. 
Guana*    See  Iguana. 

Guiiiaumex,  admiral,  dispatched  from  Brest,  iv.  155.  Sends  part  of 
his  squadron  to  the  West  Indies,  155.  Proceeds  there  himself 
with  the  rest,  157.    Fate  of  his  squadron,  158. 
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Guinea,  unheahhiness  of  the  coast  of,  i.  19. 
— ,  slaves  killed  at  funerals  in,  ii.  81. 

•        gnus,  description  of,  i.  253. 
GumiUa,  probable  error  of,  respecting  the  Charaibs,  i.  61: 

H. 

Hammock,  derivation  of  the  word,  i.  56. 

Harris  writes  a  book  in  favour  of  the  slave  trade,  iv.  333* 

Hartley,  David,  motion  of,  against  slavery,  iv.  31 6. 

Hawkins,  John,  the  first  English  trafficker  in  slaves,  ii.  47. 

Hawley,  governor,  puts  6ir  William  Tufton  to  death,  i.  325.    Is 
driven  from  Barbadoes,  325. 

Hayes,  the,  storming  of  the  batteries  at  the,  iv*  203. 

Hayti,  the  native  name  of  Hispaniola,  signifies  mountainous,  i.  70. 
Restored  by  the  blacks,  v.  l6l. 

Herodotus,  his  testimony  as  to  the  circumnavigation  of  Africa,  i. 
136. 

Hispaniola,  Cuba,  <£c.  original  natives  of,  i.  70.  Supposed  to  be  de- 
scended from  the  Arrowauks,  71.  Estimate  of  the  number  of  the 
natives  of,  73.  Personal  appearance  of  the  natives,  75.  Mueh 
attached  to  females,  713.  Fond  of  dancing,  79.  Game  of  the 
bato,  79.  Not  deficient  in  intellect,  80.  Compassionate  nature 
of  the,  81.  Political  institutions  of  the,  86.  Kings  called  caciques, 
86.  Hispaniola  divided  into  five  kingdoms,  87.  The  law  of 
succession  among  the  chiefs,  89.  Honours  paid  to  the  caciques, 
89.  Religious  rites  of  the,  92.  Religious  belief  of  the,  94. 
Power  of  the  bohitos  or  priests,  96.  Similarity  of  the  Indians  to 
the  South  sea  islanders,  99.  Inferior  to  the  South  sea  islanders  in  ' 
ship-building,  102.    Elegance  of  their  furniture  and  domestic 

'  utensils,  103.  Baseness  and  cruelty  of  the  Spaniards  to  the  na- 
tives, 106.  Sir  Francis  Drake  found  the  natives  exterminated, 
110.  Las  Casas'  description  of  the  barbarity  of  the  Spaniards, 
110. 

"  nearly  destroyed  by  ants,  i.  16& 

Hodge,  Arthur,  barbarity  and  execution  of,  iv.  453. 

Holing,  description  of  the  operation  of,  ii.  247.    Price  of,  248. 

Holland,  lord,  motion  on  the  insurrection  at  Barbadoes,  iv.  487* 

Honduras,  boundaries  of,  iv:  254.    Logwood  cutting,  254.    History 
of  the  colony,  255.    Alarm  excited  by  the  peace  of  Amiens,  257. 
vol.  v.  r 
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Culture  and  productions  of,  957*    Account  of  mahogany  cutting, 
268.    Laws,  taxes,  and  exports  of,  260- 

Honduras,  defeat  of  Field-marshal  O'Neill's  attack  on,  iv.  104. 

Hone  latitudes,  why  so  called,  ir.  337* 

Horses  formerly  a  nuisance  in  Jamaica,  i.  195.  Sagacity  of,  in 
Jamaica,  245. 

Hortus  Eastensis  purchased  by  the  assembly  of  Jamaica,  L  xli.  Cata- 
logue of  the,  iii.  367. 

Bouse  of  Assembly,  origin  of  the,  ii.  418.  Powers  of  the,  417-  No 
danger  to  be  apprehended  from,  429.  How  far  subordinate  to 
Parliament,  435. 

Huggins,  barbarities  of,  iv.  456. 

Hughes,  Mr.  description  of  some  Indian  idols,  i.  63. 

Hugues,  Victor,  origin  and  character  of,  iii.  470,  475.  Becovers 
Guadaloupe,  473.  Brutal  conduct  towards  the  body  of  General 
Dondas,  475.  His  plans  against  the  British  colonies,  iv.  1.  Re- 
ceives succours  from  France,  8.  Infamous  proclamation  of,  10. 
Captures  St  Eustatius,  11.  Attacks  St  Lucia,  12.  Excites  the 
Charaibes  of  St  Vincent's  to  arms,  15.  Lands  a  military  force  in 
St  Vincent's,  27*  Excites  a  rebellion  in  Grenada,  35.  Sends  a 
force  to  Dominica,  42.  Makes  a  fruitless  attack  upon  Martinico, 
46.  Brutally  ravages  the  island  of  Anguilla,  76.  Enraged  at  the 
defeat  of  one  of  his  vessels,  78.  Forms  a  plan  to  make  himself 
master  of  Dominica,  90.  Compelled  to  surrender  the  colony  of 
Cayenne,  180. 

Humming  bird,  description  of  the,  i.  25. 

Hurricanes,  the  usual  season  of,  i.  12.    Prognostics  of,  226. 

of  1712  and  1722  in  Jamaica,  i.  232,  of  1744,  1780,  &c. 

334 :  in  Barbadoes,  i.  347,  v.  69;  in  the  other  islands,  v.  68,  80. 

I. 

Ignorance  in  a  peer,  remarkable  instance  of,  i.  xxxii. 

Iguana,  description  of  the,  i.  1 18.    Mode  of  catching  the,  1 19. 

Indies,  council  of  the,  hopourable  instance  of  the  justice  of  the, 
i.  160. 

Indigo,  various  species  of,  ii,  325.  Error  of  Raynal  respecting,  325. 
Soil  proper  for  the  cultivation  of  it,  325.  Mode  of  cultivating* 
326.  Produce  of,  3$7-  Mode  of  manufacturing,  328.  Expert 
orients  on,  in  Hispaniola,  330.    Mr.  Lediard  on  the  formation  of, 
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33o\  Observations  of  Dr.  Roxburgh  on  the  manufacturing  of, 
333.  On  the  profits  from,  333.  Boiling  process  reeoftintended 
fay  Dr.  Roxburgh,  336. 

Intcrifitutos,  on  Zaehary  Bayley,  i.  309.    Lewis  Galdy,  194.    The     / 
Earl  of  Effingham,  H.  3g3.     On  a  negm  burial  ground,  v.  Ap- 
pendix, 834. 

IntohKta  Act  of  Jamaica,  i»  $74* 

IntwrecHow,  Tofcago,  v.  98.    Trinidad,  96.    Bsrbadoc*,  102. 

InutidaH&rB,  at  Barbados  ▼•  09-    Ar  Roseau,  74*    In  Jamaica,  78. 

Irebmd,  Davenant  on  the  independence  of,  Hi.  431". 

,  good*  exported  from,  in  179©,  *791,  *»d  179*,  to  the  Welt 
Indies,  M.  608. 

imported  into,  in  1700,  1791,  and  1798,  from  the 


West  Indies;  hv  $10. 
■  ■    , sugar  imported  into,  in  1812,  v.  Appendix,  88 . 


J. 

Jackson,  colonel,  invades  Jamaica,  L  176. 

Jamaica  discovered  by  Columbus,  t.  152,  First  named  St.  Jago,  153. 
Afforded  Columbus  shelter  from  shipwreck,  154.  Juan  de  Es- 
qnivcl  appointed  governor,  169.  Beneficial  administration  of,  16&-  - 
Founded  the  town  of  Sevilla  Nueva,  and  dies,  164.  Natives  totaly 
exterminated,  169.  St.  Jago  de  la  Vega  founded,  173-  Some 
R>rtugnese  settle  in,  176;  Invaded  by  Shirley,  and  again  by  Jack*- 
.  son,  176.  State  of  the  island  at  the  period  of  its  conquest  by  the 
British,  103.  Sloth  and  penury  of  the  Spanish  planters,  I97. 
Hard  terms  imposed  upon  the  Spaniards,  199. 

-,  state  of  the  island  after  the  capture  of  it,  L  301.    Good  ti 


tendons  of  Cromwell,  £08.  Misconduct  of  the  soldiery,  805. 
Brayna  appointed  governor^  but  dies,  306.  The  Spaniards  de* 
feated  in  an  attempt  upon  the  island,  210.  Advantage  from  the 
resorting  of  the  Bncaniefe*  to,  818.  Some  of  the  judges  of  Charles 
the  First  settle  there,  313. 

*,  establishment  of  a  regular  and  free  government  in,  i.  815. 


Proclamation  to  that  effect,  81&  Broad  seal  granted  to  the  island, 
819.  Tyrannical 'attempt  of  Charles  II.  to  alter  the  form  of 
government,  881.  It  is  frustrated,  883.  (See  also  historical  account 
of  the  constitution  of  Jamaica.)    Fresh  disputes  between  the 
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crown  and  the  colonists,  884.    A  compromise  effected  between 
the  two  parties,  886. 
Jamaica,  (Historical  Account  of  the  Constitution  of.)    Instructions 
to  Colonel  D'Oyley  as  governor  of,  iii.  887*    Instruction  to  Lord 
Windsor,  sgo.    Sir  C.  Lyttelton  appointed  governor  of,  898.   Sir 
T.  Modyford  appointed,  2§2*    Sir  Thomas  Lynch,  895.    Lord 
Vaughan,  295.    Lord  Carlisle,  897.    Dissatisfaction  of  the  inha- 
bitants on  the  attempt  to  force  on  them  a  new  form  of  govern- 
ment, 897*  310,  318.    The  crown  gives  up  its  intention  of  esta- 
blishing the  Irish  constitution  in  Jamaica,  898,  363.    Reports  of 
the  board  of  trade  respecting,  899—317*  Papers  respecting,  899 
366.    Addresses  of  the  assembly  to  the  Earl  of  Carlisle,  relative  to 
the  attempt  to  introduce  a  new  form  of  government,  314, 338, 
348.    Infamous  opinion  of  the  attorney-general,  351. 

,  Duke  of  Albemarle  appointed  governor  of,  i.  888.  Port 
Royal  destroyed  by  an  earthquake,  831.  The  island  attacked  by 
Du  Casse,  838.  Dreadful  hurricanes  in  1718  and  1788,  838. 
Peace  with  the  Maroons,  838,  833.  Insurrection  in  I76O,  ii. 
76.  Terrible  executions  in  consequence  of  the  insurrections,  79« 
Spirited  proceedings  of  the  legislature,  in  1766, 480. 

-,  panegyric  of  the  Earl  of  Effingham  as  governor  of,  ii.  392. 


Funeral  and  monument  voted  for  htm  by  the  assembly,  393. 
,  plan  of  Romme  against,  iv.  109.    Sasportas  hanged,  1 1 U 
-,  scheme  of  the  ministers  to  raise  black  regiments,  iv*  91. 


Alarm  of  the  planters,  92.  Preventive  proposal  of  the  assembly, 
94.  Fears  of  the  assembly  on  bringing  negroes  from  St.  Do- 
mingo, 97. 

■■      ,  dispute  between  the  house* of  assembly  and  the  British 
ministers,  v.  26.    Attempt  of  the  ministry  to  obtain  pay  for  5,000 
troops,  88*    Assembly  refuses  to  provide  for  the  removal  of  the 
French  prisoners,  36.     Petulant  language  of  the  lieutenant- 
governor,  and  spirit  of  the  assembly,  37.    The  assembly  remon- 
stratesagainst  the  heavy  duties  on  colonial  produce,  37-     Dispute 
respecting  intercourse  with  America,  39. 
,  Port  Royal  destroyed  by  fire,  v.  90. 
— — ,  conspiracy  among  the  negroes  of,  v.  97* 
11  ■■»  hurricanes  at,  v.  75, 77»  78. 
—  ■      >  situation  and  appearance  of,  t.  SIS.    Range  of  the  thermo- 


•    • 
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meter  in,  242*    Extent  of,  247.    Quantity  of  wood  in,  249. 

Springs  and  riven  of,  250.    Grain  cultivated  in,  252.    Grasses 

of,  253.    Vegetables  of  255. 
jetmdca,  first  cultivation  of  sugar  in,  i.  301.    Comparative  cultiva- 
tion at  different  periods,  SOI.    Increase  of  coffee  plantations  in, 

305,  number  of  sugar  plantations  in  1772  and  1791,  312.    State 

of  agriculture  and  negro  population  in  1791,  311. 
■       '    ,  government,  taxes,  &c  of,  parishes  in,  i.  264.    Vestries  in, 

how  composed,  265.  Supreme  courts  of  judicature  in,  266.  Assize 

courts  in,  267.    Freeholders  not  subject  to  arrest,  266.    Act  of 

1796  respecting  judges,  ii.  387- 

»,  privileges  and  salary  of  the  governor,  i.  268.    Office  of 


enrolments,  270.  Provost-marshal  and  clerk  of  supreme  court, 
270.  Abuse  of  patent  offices  in,  272.  Legislature  and  laws  of,  273. 
-,  revenues  of,  i.  275.    Mode  of  raising  taxes  in,  276.    Con- 


tingent charges  in  the  years  1786  and  1796,  277,  279.  Currency 
of,  278.  Receipt  of  cash  for  four  quarters,  1816,  v.  Appendix,  56. 
value  of  British  property  in,  i.  306. 

»,  total  population  in  1791,  i.  284.    Comparative  population 


of,  302.    Number  of  slaves  in  1787,  282.    Number  of  slaves, 
stock,  and  acres  in  1812,  v.  Appendix,  6.    Number  in  1816,  56. 
Maroon  establishment  in,  v.  Appendix,  51. 
— ,  military  force  of,  in  1792,  i.  281.    Troops  stationed  in,  in 


18 16,  v.  Appendix,  50.    Militia  of,  in  1816,  Appendix,  55. 
,  naval  force  stationed  at,  in  18 16,  v.  Appendix,  50. 
-,  account  of  the  trade  with  the  Spanish  main,  i.  295.    Stu- 


pidity of  the  ministers  as  to  the  trade  with  the  Spanish  main, 
295. 

-,  vessels  of,  in  1787,  i.  285.    Tonnage  of  vessels  trading  to, 


and  round,  in  1816,  v.  Appendix,  51. 

.,  exports  of,  for  1787,  i.  286.    General  account  of  imports, 


289.  Exports  in  1768  and  1774,  303,  304.  Coffee  exported 
from  1787  to  1797,  316.  Exports  and  imports  of,  in  1809  and 
1810,  v.  Appendix,  41.  Imports,  exports,  and  tonnage  of,  in 
1814  and  1815,  Appendix,  45.  Imports  into,  in  1815  and  1816, 
Appendix,  52.  Exports  from,  in  1815  and  1816,  Appendix,  54. 
Sugar,  rum,  &c.  exported  from,  between  1800  and  1815,  Appen- 
dix, 57. 

»,  slave  laws  of— laws  in  favour  of  slaves,  ii.  173.    Slave  con* 
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solidatipn  act,  188.    Act  to  repeal  ao  act  fot  -better  ordering 
the  Maroons*  v.  Appendix,  10{H*to  repeal  an  act  to  regulate 
the  sale  of  newly  imported  negroes,  14&—4Q  repeal  certain  acts 
relative  to  concealing;  and  inveigling  slaves,  l43-~to  make  provi- 
sion for  families  of  free  negroes  and  persons  of  colour  killed  in  the 
public  service,  145-r-to  amend  an  aet  of  1758,  relative  to  the 
boundaries  of  Trelawney-town,  145 — to  prevent  the  return  of  the 
rebellious  Maroons,  146— to  prevent  any  intercourse  between  the 
slaves  and  foreign  slave?,  147 — to  authorise  the  comma,nd*r»in- 
chief  to  raise  parties  for  suppressing  rebellion,  151— to  provide  a 
maintenance  for  free  persons  confined  for  debt,  166— to  repeal 
certain  acts  respecting  slaves,  to  declare  slaves  assets  for  payment 
of  debts,  &c.  154 — for  the  protection,  clothing,  &c.  of  slav.es,  158 
— to  enable  persons  of  colour,  &c.  to  save  differences,  .165— to  giant 
free  persons  certain  privileges,  166 — to  enable  justices  and  vestries 
to  fit  out  parties  of  confidential  slaves*  i66V-to  render  effectual 
two  acts  respecting  foreign  slaves  and  foreigners,  I67f— for  the 
more  particular  return  of  the  number  of  slaves,  l^H-»n  further- 
ance of  the  abolition  laws,  170. 

Jamaica,  extract  of  a  report  of  a  committee,  relative  to  the  sufferings 
occasioned  by  the  suspending  the  intercourse  with  America,  ii.  511. 

— ,  a  poem,  (book  i.)  v.  Appendix,  215.  Extract  from,  L  170. 

— ,  double  meaning  of  the  word,  i.  478. 

Jarvis,  Sir  John,  appointed  to  the  naval  command  in  the  West  In- 
dies, iii.  441.  Replaced  by  Vice  Admiral  Caldwell,  474.  Mr. 
Barham's  motion  respecting,  v.  3. 

Java,  tradition  respecting  the  peopling  of,  i.  141,  s 

—  Benevolent  Institution  established,  iv.  481 . 

Jenkins,  captain,  case  of,  i.  185. 

Jenkinson,  Mr.  speech  on  the  slave  trade,  iv.  3Q8. 

Jews,  privileges  of  the,  in  Jamaica,  ii.  3. 

Johnson,  Dr.  toast  given  by,  iii.  91. 

Johnston,  Sir  A.  obtains  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  Ceylon,  iv.  4.81. 

Judges  in  Jamaica,  act  of  1781,  respecting  the,  ii.  387. 

Judicature,  supreme  court  of,  in  Jamaica,  i.  26Q. 

K. 

Kidney  cotton,  description  of,  ii.  313. 
King,  dedication  to  the,  i.  iii. 
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Kingston,  description  of,  i.  261.    Population  of,  862. 

Koromantyn  negroes  come  from  the  Gold  coast,  ii.  59.    Character  of 

the,  74.    Caused  the  rebellion  of  1760  in  Jamaica,  75.    Courage 

of  the,  79,  83.    Cruelty  of  the,  80.    Information,  given  to  Mr. 

Edwards  by,  80.    Religious  faith  of  the,  85.    Strange  customs  of 

the,  86. 

L. 

hakarra,  an  exceedingly  venomous  snake,  i.  93. 

Labat  on  the  Charaibs,  i.  42,  43,  52.  Description  of  the  mode  of 
catching  the  Guana,  119.  Asserts  the  sugar-cane  to  be  a  native 
of  America,  ii.  237. 

La  Course,  treasonable  designs  of,  in  Dominica,  iv.  90. 

IbAcuI,  capture  of,  iii.  162.    Enemy  repulsed  at,  166. 

La  Fayette*  conduct  of,  iii.  6$. 

Laforey,  Sir  John,  remarks  on  the  sugar-canes  introduced  into  An- 
tigua by,  i.  xlv- 

Lagrange,  general,  humanity  of,  iv.  141. 

Lampsins  settled  Tobago,  iv.  277. 

Land  wind,  description  of  the,  i.  15. 

La  Pique,  capture  of,  by  the  Blanche,  iv.  9. 

Las  Chios  computed  the  Indians  at  six  millions,  i.  73.  pescription 
of  barbarities  exercised  by  the  Spaniards  on  the  Indians,  110. 
Vindication  of,  ii.  45. 

Lauderdale,  lord,  motion  on  the  4J  per  cent*  duties,  v.  19. 

Laurence,  Dr.  speech  of,  on  St.  Domingo,  v.  18. 

Lawrie,  Sir  R.  compelled  to  strike  to  a  superior  force,  iv.  150. 

Le  (Here  lands  in  St.  Domingo,  v.  129*  Throws  off  the  mask,  140. 
Again  promises  freedom  to  the  blacks,  142.  Seises  Toussaint* 
145.    Forms  a  new  system  of  government,  147.    Death  of,  153. 

Le  Compte,  his  cruelty  at  Grenada,  i.  355. 

Lediard,  Mr.  instructions  relative  to  the  making  of  indigo,  ii.  330. 

Leeward  islands,  which  are  the,  i.  6.  Governor  of  the,  resides  at 
Antigua,  i.  486* 

—  island  duties.    See  Four  and  a  half  per  cent  duties. 

Leith,  Sir  James,  proclamation  of,  v.  103. 

Leo  X.  hostile  to  the  slave  trade,  iv.  309. 

Les  Cayes,  list  of  captured  vessels  sent  into,  iii.  185. 

Idamuiga  the  original  Charaib  name  of  St.  Christopher's,  i.  454. 


$64  INDEX. 

Lindsay,  brigadier-general,  sent  to  the  relief  of  Grenada,  iv.  37-  Puts 

an  cad  to  his  existence  in  a  fit  of  delirium,  38. 
Loan  to  merchants  of  St  Vincent's  and  Grenada,  t.  6,  8.    To  mer- 
chants of  Lancaster  and  Liverpool,  7* 
Locke  on  the  right  accruing  to  sovereigns  from  conquest,  ii.  414. 
Logwood  cutting,  where  carried  on,  iv.  204.  p 

Lang,  colonel,  suspended,  iii.  829.    Papers  relative  to  the  case  of, 

331,  345,  348,  353, 354.    Beneficial  consequence  of  bis  patriotic 

spirit,  i.  222. 
Lucayos,  natives  of  the,  kidnapped  by  the  Spaniards,  i.  107*    Affecting 

story  of  a  native  of  the,  108.    See  Bahamas. 
Lydiard,  captain,  gallantry  of,  iv.  159,  *62. 
Lytteiton,  Sir  C.  appointed  governor  of  Jamaica,  iii.  Sp5, 
— —  governor,  Jamaica  assembly's  address  against,  ii.  420.    Not 

the  author  of  the  Historical  Account  of  the  Constitution  of 

Jamaica,  iii.  287* 
Lynch,  Sir  T.  appointed  governor  of  Jamaica,  iii.  S95. 

M. 

Mac  Kinnen,  Mr.  on  the  geology  of  the  Bahamas,  iv.  284. 
Macleod,  general,  motion  respecting  the  employment  of  blood  hounds, 

v.  1 1.    Angry  correspondence  with  the  Earl  of  Balcarras,  12. 
Mahogany  cutting,  account  of,  iv.  959. 
Mainwaring,  captain,  defeats  La  Pensee,  iv.  78. 
Maitland,  brigadier-general,  takes  the  command  in  St  Domingo,  iii. 

421.    Fails  in  an  attempt  upon  Cape  Titmron,  423.    Evacuate* 

St.  Domingo,  426. 
Malabar  sugar-canes,  description  of,  i.  xlvi. 
Manati,  description  of  the,  i.  127. 
Mandingoes  come  from  Senegambia,  ii.  58.    Character  of  the,  72. 

Description  of  the,  73. 
Manioc,  error  of  Abbe*  Raynal  respecting,  i.  101.    Made  mild  by 

heat,  128. 
Mansfield,  lord,  speech  on  the  Grenada  case,  i.  365.    Argument 

against  the  reason  which  he  assigned  for  his  decision,  3§7,  398* 
Mariegalante,  capture  of*  iv.  170.    Fruitless  French  attempt  to  re- 
cover, 171. 

Maroons,  origin  of  the,  i.  522.    Meaning  of  the  word,  523.    Harass 
the  inhabitants  of  Jamaica,  524.    Defeated  by  Captain  Stoddart, 
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595.  Mosquito  Indians  sent  against  them,  529.  Peace  made  with 
Captain  Cudjoe,  531*  Teems  of  the  treaty,  532.  Impolicy  of 
keeping  them  separate,  536.  Manners  and  customs  of  the,  537* 
Description  of  a  mock  fight  of  the,  541.  Uselessness  in  the 
rebellion  of  1760  when  called  out,  549.  Depravity  of  the  taste  of 
tfce,  545.  Origin  of  the  war  of  1795*  546.  Canning  designs  of 
the,  548.  Fortunate  frustration  of  their  designs,  550.  Measures 
adopted  to  crash  their  rebellion,  551.  First  troops  sent  against 
them  are  defeated,  554.  Cruelty  of  the,  557,  559.  Second  defeat, 
559.  Cuba  blood-hounds  brought  over  against  them,  560,  568. 
The  war  terminated  by  Major-general  Walpole,  569.  Description 
of  the  haunts  of  the,  565.  Terms  of  the  peace,  568.  Transported 
to  Nova  Scotia,  571.  Votes  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  ter- 
mination of  the  war,  573. 

Maroons,  debate  respecting  the  employment  of  blood-hoonds  against 
the,  v.  11.    Respecting  the  transportation  of  the,  19. 

■  colonial  acts  relative  to  the,  v.  Appendix,  139, 145, 146. 

— —  establishments  in  Jamaica,  v.  Appendix,  51. 

Mar-ryot,  Mr.  motion  for  introducing  the  British  laws  into  Trinidad, 
iv.  458. 

Martin,  Mr.  speech  on  the  slave  trade,  iv.  387. 

Martinico,  failure  of  the  expedition  against,  in  1793,  iiL  437*    Con- 
quest of,  in  1794,  445.    Disaffection  of,  in  1795,  iv.  9*    Attempt 
of  the  French  upon  it  foiled,  46.    Diamond  rock  captured  by  the 
French,  148.    Reduced  by  the  British  in  1809,  184. 
,  intended  insurrection  in,  v.  99. 

,  motion  of  Mr.  Barham  respecting  the  conduct  of  Sir  John 
Jervis  and  Sir  Charles  Grey  at,  v.  9. 

Martyn,  Peter,  mentions  the  Antiles,  i.  v.  Description  of  the 
Indians  of  Hispaniola,  75.  Account  of  an -entertainment  given  by 
Behechio,  84.  On  the  law  of  succession  among  Indian  chiefs, 
89.  On  the  burning  of  Indian  wives  with  their  husbands,  91. 
Testimony  of,  respecting  the  cruelty  of  the  Spaniards  to  the 
Indians,  106.  Affecting  account  of  a  poor  Lucayan,  108.  On  the 
Anana,  199.  Speaks,  of  a  colony  of  negroes  being  found  in  the 
gulph  of  Darien,  141.    Appointed  abbot  of  Jamaica,  166. 

Matilda,  fort,  evacuated  by  the  British,  iii.  473. 

Maudmt,  colonel,  arrives  in  St  Domingo,  iii.  da  Proceedings  of, 
37,  4Q.  Massacre  of,  60,  936.  Horrible  mutilation  committed 
on  the  body  of,  60. 
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Maurepas,  general,  defeats  the  French,  v.  189.    Murder  of,  149. 

Maurice,  captain,  gallant  defence  of  the  Diamond  rock,  iv.  149. 

Meadows,  general,  defeats  the  French  at  the  Vigye,  iv.  971. 

Mexican  gnlph,  subdivisions  of  the,  i.  5. 

Middle  passage  biiL    See  Slave-carrying  bill. 

Middlesex,  description  of  the  county  of,  i.  060. 

Millet,  Mr.  his  mode  of  refining,  ii.  576* 

Mills  for  pulping  and  grinding  coffee,  description  of,  ii.  346. 

•— ,  sugar,  require  great  force,  ii.  961.      Description  of,  262. 

Quantity  of  work  done  by,  263. 
Ministerial  economy,  exquisite  instance  of,  ii.  597* 
Mocha  coffee,  why  superior  to  West  Indian,  ii.  338. 
Modyford,  Sir  T.  appointed  governor  of  Jamaica,  iiL  292.    Powers 

and  instructions  given  to,  292,  293. 
Disss*,  conspiracy  of,  v.  121. 
Mole,  St.  Nicholas,  description  of,  iiL  140.     Surrendered  to  the 

British,  136.    Attacked  by  the  enemy,  324. 
Moliere,  his  conspiracy  detected,  v.  99. 
Motyneux,  on  the  right  conferred  by  conquest,  ii.  415. 
Monkeys  exterminated  in  the  West  Indies,  i.  24. 
Montalembert,  baron  de,  service*  of  the,  iii.  413. 
Montego  bay,  description  of,  i.  263.    Number  of  vessels  clearing  out 
*    from,  263.    Dreadful  fires  at,  v.  88. 
Montserrat,  why  so  named,  i.  496.    Settled  from  St.  Kitt's,  496' 

Size  and  produce  of,  497*    Government  of,  496. 
— — ,  population  of,  i.  498,  v.  Appendix,  11. 

»M >  ,  number  of  vessels  m  178T,  and  produce  of,  i.  506. 

,  exports  and  imports  of  in  1 8O9  and  1810,  v.  Appendix,  41. 

Moravians,  pious  labours  of  the,  in  Antigua,  i.  48?.   System  followed 

by  the,  489.    Number  of  negroes  converted  by  the,  495.   Praised 

by  Sir  William  Young,  iii.  266. 
Morgan,  Sir  Henry,  brief  notice  of,  i.  312*     Vindication  of,  iii.  136. 
Momt  Chalet,  gallant  attack  of  General  Moore  on,  iv.  5a 

■  Fortune,  situation  of,  iv.  53.     Surrenders  to  the  British,  64. 

Morningtom,  lord,  speech  on  the  slave  trade,  tv.  403. 

Moroko,  Spaniards  defeated  in  an  attack  on,  iv.  39* 

Mortality  among  the  troops,  tables  of  the,  v.  Appendix,  4, 5. 

Moseley,  Dr.  description  of  yellow  fever,  iii.  181. 

Mosquito  Indians  sent  against  the  Maroons,  i.  529; 

shore,  a  dependence  of  JauJaica,  i.  152.    Bight  of  the  British 
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crown  to  the,  v.  Appendix,  909.  Description  of  the,  507.  Pro- 
ductions of  the,  908*  Number  of  the  inhabitant*  of  the,  £08. 
Description  of  the  natives  of  the*  £10.    Exports  of  the,  211. 

Mouncey,  captain,  captures  La  FuHeuse,  it.  ig$. 

Mountain  codboge,  description  of  the,  i.  SO. 

■  crab,  description  of  the,  i.  119*    Annual  migration  of  the,. 
120.    A  delicious  kind  of  food,  18&. 

Mountains,  height  of  the  highest,  L  244.      ■'   • 

■  of  the  West  Indies;  description  of  the>  t»  27. 

Mount  Misery,  in  St  Kitt's,  height  of,  i.  469. 

Mudgg,  captain,  his  brave  defenee  of  the  Blanche,  iv.  151. 

MukUtoes  in  St.  Domingo,  degraded  state  of,  iit.  10.  Appear  in 
arms,  62.  Admitted  to  equal  rights,  65.  Insurrection  of  the, 
in  the  sooth,  64.  Concordat  with  the  whites,  85,  2«a  Letter 
of  Abbe*  Gregoire  to  the,  Qd,  1 00.  Join  the  negroes  in  insurrection, 
98.  Cruelties  6(  99,  Choose  Rigand  their  general,  41$.  See 
Pxovlb  of  colour. 

Msucovaao  sugar,  what  it  is,  ii. .  974» , 

Museum,  American,  extract  from  the,  on  navigation  laws,  if.  4*7. 

Musk  rat,  description  of  the,  i.  116V 

Mutinies  in  Dominica,  v.  93-    At  Fort  Augusta,  97. 

N. 
Nankeen  cotton,  description  o£  ii.  312. 
Napoleon  adopts  the  system  of  sending  ont  his  squadrons,  iv.  138. 

Abolishes  the  slave  trade,  475. 
Nassau,  New  Providence,  description-  of,  iv.  225.    Hurricanes  at, 

v.  70,71.  ... 

National  Convention  abolishes  slavery,  iii.  287,  iv.  409* 
Naval  actions,  iv.  9,77,  78,  125,  126,  150,  151,  155,  159,  162,  168, 

183,  I95,  I96,  I99,  202,203. 
Navigation  act,  origin  of  the,  i.  348.    Abstract  of  it,  as  .far  as  regards 

the  plantation  trade,  ii.  447.    Acts  supplementary  to  the,  447 — 

453.    Might  be  relaxed  with  advantage,  455. 
■  laws,  said  to  be  violated,  v.  50.  • 

Negro,  instances  of  heroic  fidelity  in  a,  i*  555,  iii.  80. 

,  excellent  reply  of  a,  ii.  101. 
—  funeral,  ode  on  seeing  a,  ii.  104. 
Negroes,  origin  of  the  traffic  in,  ii.  43*    Progress  of  the  traffic  m>  44. 

Hawkins  the  first  English  dealer  in,  47.    Mandingoes*  59,  70. 
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Koromantyn,  59,  74.  Papaws,  60, 87*  Eboes,  61,  88.  Congo 
and  Angola,  92.  Cowardly  and  distrustful,  93.  Harsh  to  negroes 
under  them,  04.  Brutal  to  cattle*  95.  Erroneous  ideas  respect- 
ing the  amorous  feelings  of,  96.  Yenente  the  aged,  98.  Ex* 
tremely  loquacious,  100*.  Amusements  of  the,  102.  Superstitions 
of  the,  in  Obeah,  &c.  106%    See  Slaves. 

Negroes,  Sir  W.  Young  on  the  best  method  of  feeding  the,  iii.  270. 

Nelson,  lord,  pursues  Yilleneuve  to  the  West  Indies,  it.  145. 

Neutral  Charibee  islands,  arrangements  respecting  the,  L  407. 

Nevis,  only  a  single  conical  mountain,  L  468.  A  volcanic  pro- 
duction, 468.  Soil  and  produce  of,  469*  Government  of,  470. 
Population  of,  470.  Settled  under  the  encouragement  of  Sir  T. 
Warner,  470. 

— — ,  population  of  in  18 1 1,  v.  Appendix,  11.  Exports  and  imports 
of  in  180Q  and  1810,  v.  Appendix,  41. 

—  laid  under  contribution  by  the  French,  iv.  142. 

— — ,  slave  laws  of— act  to  prevent  slaves  from  selling  sugar,  ram, 
molasses,  &c.  v.  Appendix,  173— for.  the  encouragement  of  slaves 
who  behave  courageously,  174. 

— ,  cruelties  of  Huggins  in,  iv.  4S5. 

New  Amsterdam,  description  of,  iv.  250. 

—  Providence,  population  of,  v.  Appendix,  12. 
NicoUs,  general,  routs  the  enemy  in  Grenada,  iv.  71. 
Norris,  Mr.  disgraceful  conduct  of,  iv.  832. 

North  sea,  a  name  now  disused,  L  2. 

Nova  Scotia,  &c.  not  capable  of  supplying  the  West  Indies,  ii.  500. 
Erroneous  opinions  of  the  Privy  Council  on  this  subject,  50ft. 

,  maroons  transported  to,  L  571.    Debate  on  transport- 
ing the  maroons  to,  v.  12. 

O. 

Obeah,  description  of  the  practice  of,  ii.  106,  114. 
■  trials,  ii.  117. 


-,  punishment  of,  ii.  120. 


October  Urd.    See  Ortalan. 
Octroi,  account  of  the,  iii.  5. 
Ode  to  the  Sable  Venus,  ii.  82. 
—  on  seeing  a  negro  funeral,  ii.  104. 

Ogt,  James,  sent  from  Paris  to  excite  an  insurrection  of  the  mu» 
lattoes,  iii.  45.    The  revolt  of,  is  suppressed,  48.    He  is  put  to 


index;  si* 

death,  50.    Confession  of,  50,  221.    Confession  said  to  have  been 

suppressed  by  General  Blanchelande,  228.  * 

Ojeda,  contest  between  him  -and  Esquivel,  i.  162. 
O&oe  Blossom,  possession  taken  of  Barbadoes  by  the  crew  of  the,  i. 

317. 
OHver,  lieutenant,  gallantry  of,  at  Mariel,  iv.  152. 
O'NeiUf  field-marshal,  defeated  in  his  attempt  on  Honduras,  iv. 

104. 
Opossum,  description  of  the,  i.  115. 
Ortolan,  description  of  the,  i.  124. 
Otaheite  sugar-cane,  description  of  the,  i.  xlv. 
Otway,  captain,  defeats  the  Vengeance,  iv.  78. 
Ovando  forbade  the  importation  of  slaves,  ii.  44. 
Oviedo  asserts  the  venereal  disease  to  have  been  brought  from  the 

West  Indies,  i.  177.       Description  of  the  city  of  Santo  Domingo 

by,  iii.  192. 
Oysters,  petrified,  found  in  the  interior  mountains  of  Jamaica,  i.  28. 

P. 

Pallmer,  Mr.  motion  of,  on  tfce  insurrection  in  Barbadoes,  iv.  484. 

Palmeto,  or  mountain  cabbage,  description  of  the,  i.  20. 

Papaw  negroes,  whence  brought,  ii.  60.    Character  of  the,  87. 

Parishes  in  Jamaica,  government,  taxes,  &c.  of,  i.  264. 

Park,  governor,  tyrannical  conduct  of,  i.  476.    He  is  killed  by  the 

colonists,  482.    Those  who  killed  him  are  pardoned,  483. 
■     '-,  Mr.  on  the  sale  of  negro  children,  iii.  252. 
Parliament,  on  its  right  of  interference  in  colonial  affaire,  ii.  437* 
Patent  offices,  abuse  of,  in  Jamaica,  i.  272. 
Pauto,  M.  erroneous  opinions  of,  i.  xxviii. 
Pecary,  description  of  the,  i.  1 14. 
Peckard,  Dr.  sermon  against  the  slave  trade,  iv.  321.  An  academical 

question  given  out  by  him  first  induced  Mr.  Clarkson  to  attack  the 

slave  trade,  322. 
Pedro  Plains,  description  of,  i.  245. 
Perm,  William,  on  the  benefit  of  planting  colonies,  ii.  563. 
Pens,  number  of,  in  Jamaica,  i.  248.    The  best  mode  of  manuring, 

ii.  255. 
People  of  colour,  varieties  of,  ii.  18.    Incapacities  of  the,  21.    Evils 

arising  from  the  incapacities  to  which  they  are  subjected,  23f 
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Hated  by  the  negates,  24.    Vindication  of  female,  95.     Good 

qualities  of  female,  27.    Mr.  Ramsay's  suggestions  on  the  children 

of,  30. 
Percwal,  Mr.  plan  lor  admitting  sugar  to  the  distilleries,  v.  57. 

Violently  opposed,  but  carried,  (*2. 
Percy,  earl,  motion  negatived  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  nr.  440. 
P«rio«  assumes  authority  at  Port  an  Prince,  v.  168.    War  between 

him  and  Ghristophe,  17S.    The  war  is  suspended,  175.    Death 

of,  191. 
Peymer,  M.  misconduct  of,  in  St.  Domingo,  Hi.  39, 36,  37*  38, 40> 
Phenicians,  early  voyages  of  the,  L  133. 

Pimento,  the  tree  grows  spontaneously  in  Jamaica,  ii.  369.     Man- 
ner of  forming  a  plantation,  370.    Description  of  the  tree,  371. 

Quantity  of  the  produce,  372. 
■   '     ■  ■  "  imported  1701  to  1806,  v.  Appendix,  38. 
Pigeon  island,  description  of,  iii.  449- 
Pitch  lake  in  Trinidad,  iv.  894. 
Pitt,  Mr.  declares  against  the  slave  trade,  iv.  33d.    Makes  a  motion 

for  enquiry,  which  is  carried,  336.    Speeches  of,  360,  390,  399. 

Death  of,  423. 
— — ,  American  Intercourse  bill  of,  ii.  4Q1. 
Planters,  charges  against  the,  examined,  ii.  528, 
Plough,  advantages  of  using  the,  ii.  246. 
Poems,  Ode  to  the  Sable*  Venus,  ii.  32.    Ode  on  seeing  a  negro 

funeral,  ii.  104.     Jamaica,  a  poem,  v.  Appendix, '215.    Extract 

from  the  poem  of  Jamaica,  i.  170.    Inscription  on  a  negro  burial: 

ground,  v.  234.  The  Vow,  v.  Appendix,  235. 
Point,  the,  a  common  name  of  Falmouth,  i.  263. 
Polverel  refuses  to  exchange  his  son  for  Galbaud's  brother,  Hi.  194. 

Proclamation  of,  152.    Death  of,  125. 
Polygamy  a  cause  of  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  the  slaves,  ii. 

175. 
Pomona  captured  by  Captains  Brisbane  and  Lydiarrf,  iv.  159. 
Population  of  the  West  Indies  in  1791, «.  2.    Classes  of  it,  2. 
"■'   French  West  Indies,  ii.  3. 

1 —  various  islands.    See  their  names. 

Port  au  Prince,  description  of,  iii.  141.    Captured  by  the  ffrkish, 

169.    Block*!*  ot  raised,  413. 
Port  Royal,  described,  i,  269.  Swallowed  up  by  an  earthquake,  231. 

Destroyed  by  fire,  v.  90. 


INDEX.  SW 

Portugal,  treaties  with,  respecting  the  slave  trade,  iv.  446,  473, 479* 

Preface  to  the  first  edition,  i.  xxv.    To  the  second  edition,  xxxviiu 

Prefatory  advertisements,  i.  vj  iv.  v. 

Prescott,  general,  evacuates  Fort  Matilda,  iii.  473. 

Prevost,  general,  defence  of  Dominica,  iv.  139* 

Prince  Rupert's,  General  Prevost  retreats  to,  iv.  140.    Mutiny  at, 

v.  93. 
Privy  council,  question  of  American  Intercourse  referred  to  the,  ii* 

499. 
Prohibitory  act  of  1788,  ii.  516. 
Provisions  and  lumber  imported  into  the  West  Indies,  v.  Appendix, 

58—61,  65,  68,  70. 
Provost-marshal  of  Jornada*,  office  of  the,  i.  371. 
Puerto  d'Espana  consumed  by  fire,  iv.  303. 
■  Rico,  called  Boriquen  by  the  natives,  i.  71.   See  San  Juan. 

Q. 

QmoAot,  activity  of  the,  against  the  slave  trade,  iv.  317. 

Quaouo,  morne,  taken,  iv.  75. 

Quarrel,  M.  sent  to  Nova  Scotia  with  the  Maroons,  i.  571* 

<•      . 
R. 

Racoon,  description  of  the,  i.  115. 

Ram,  quantity  of,  which  falls  in  the  West  Indies,  i.  112. 

Raleigh,  Sir  Walter,  speaks  of  men  without  heads,  i.  17. 

Ramsay,  Rev.  J.  on  mulattoes,  ii.  30. 

Rattan,  island  of,  Charaibs  transported  to  the,  iv.  74. 

Raynal,  Abbe,  error  of,  respecting  Manioc,  i.  101. 

Refining  sugar,  hardship  of  the  planters  being  prohibited  from,  ii* 

570.    Loss  sustained  by  the  planters  in  being  prevented  from, 

571 — 577.    Loss  sustained  by  the  revenue,  577.    Recommended 

by  a  committee  to  be  allowed,  v.  59. 
Registry  of  slaves  established  in  Trinidad,  iv.  462 — in  St.  Lucia,  and 

the  Isle  of  France*  483.    See  Slavs  Reqisthy  Bill. 
Remora  employed  to  catch  fish,  i.  126. 
Rigaud  appointed  commander  in  the  south  of  St  Domingo,  iii.  173. 

Unsuccessful  attack  on  Cape  Tiburon,  165.    Succeeds  in  an  at- 

tack  on  Cape  Tiburon,  \7Q.    Character  of,  430.    Driven  out  by 

Toussaint,  v.  11 6. 
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Robertson,  Dr.  contradicts  himself,  L  xxix.  Error  of,  respecting  In- 
dian agriculture,  i.  100.  Palliates  the  crimes  of  the  Spaniard*, 
105.    Account  of  the  kidnapping  of  the  Lucayans,  107. 

Rochambeau  surrenders  to  the  British,  iv.  129. 

Rochefort,  extracts  from,  respecting  the  Charaibs,  i.  37,  42,  51. 

Rodney,  admiral,  censured  for  not  succouring  Tobago,  iv.  285. 

Romme  de  St,  Laurent,  M.  benefit  done  to  Trinidad  by,  iv.  298. 
,  general,  his  designs  against  Jamaica  frustrated,  tv.  ill. 

Roseau,  fire  at,  in  1781,  i.  440.  Description  of,  442.  Suffers  from 
a  hurricane,  v.  74. 

Roxburgh,  doctor,  observations  on  the  manufacture  of  indigo,  ih  332. 
Recommends  the  boiling  insead  of  fermenting  indigo,  336. 

Rum,  fitting  up  of  a  still-house  for  distilling,  ii.  276.  Process  of 
distillation  of,  280.  Necessity  of  cleanliness  in  making,  282. 
Quantity  obtained  from  the  materials  employed,  284. 

— —  imported,  from  1761,  to  1806,  v.  Appendix,  24. 

Rusk,  doctor,  panegyric  on  sugar,  ii.  260. 

,s. 

Saba  surrendered  to  the  English,  ir.  115,  20p. 
Sable  Venus,  Ode  to  the,  ii.  32. 
Saint  Bartholomew  reduced,  iv.  1 13. 

—  Christopher's,  called  Liamuiga  by  the  original  Charaibs,  i.  454. 
— its  present  name  given  to  it  by  Columbus,  454.  Settled  by  Mr. 
Warner,  455 — by  D'Esnambuc,  456.  Massacre  of  (he  Charaibes 
in,  457.  Divided  between  the  English  and  French,  45$.  At- 
tacked by  the  Spaniards,  182,  459.  Attacks  of  the  French  settlers 
upon  the  English,  460.  French  settlers  compelled  to  surrender, 
460.    Ceded  to  the  English  46l.    Surrender  of  in  1782, 462. 

,  size  and  situation  of,  i.  462.  Soil  of,  463.  Produce 
of,  '464.  Divisions  of,  465.  Government  of,  466.  Vessels  and 
produce  of,  in  1787, 506.  Population  of,  467,  and  v.  Appendix,  10. 
Loss  sustained  by  the  invasion  of  De  Grasse,  i.  511.  Exports  and 
imports  of,  in  1809  and  1810,  v.  Appendix,  42. 

,  laid  under  contribution  by  the  French,  iv.  142. 

',  hurricane  at,  v.  68.    Shocks  of  earthquake  at,  81. 

,  Slave  laws  of—act  for  raising  a  poll-tax  upon 

negroes,  and  a  tax  upon  houses,  v.  Appendix,  175— to  restrain 

thefts  committed  by  negroes,  176— to  provide  more  effectually  for 

/ 
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the  support  and  protection  of  slaves,  178— for  regulating  the 
manumission  of  slaves,  186^-to  explain  and  render  more  effectual 
the  act  to  restrain  thefts  committed  by  negroes,  187.         . 
Saint  Domingo,  historical  survey  of  the  colony  of,  iii.  1,  408.    Pre- 
face to  the,  iii.  iii.    Advertisement  of  1800,  xx. 

■■■  ■  ,  situation  and  extent  of,  iii.  130.  Establishment  of 
the  bucaniers  in,  138.  French  colony  founded  by  a  party  of  bu- 
caniers,  135.  Description .  of  the  French  possessions  in,  138. 
Population  and  agriculture  of,  141—146. 

-,  political  state  of,  previous  to  1789,  &•  !•    Govern* 


ment  of,  2,  Taxes  of,  5.  Division  into  provinces,  6.  Military 
force  of,  7*  State  of  the  free  mulattoes,  10.  Situation  of  the 
slaves,  12. 

(from  the  revolution  of  1789),  deputies  sent  to  the 


French  national  assembly,  iii.  16.  Ferment  in  the  colony,  30. 
Provincial  assemblies  oonrotad,  2t-  Mulattoes  in  arms,  22.  Re- 
solution of  the  national  assembly  relative  to,  25.  Meeting  of  the 
general  colonial  assembly,  28.  Misconduct  of  the  governor,  29* 
Plan  of  constitution  formed  by  the  assembly,  31.  The  plan  mis- 
represented, 35.  Disturbances  in  consequence,  96.  The  members 
of  the  assembly  embark  for  Europe,  39* 

-,  revolt  of  Qge,  iii.  46.    Suppression  of  the  revolt,  48. 


M.  BUnchelande  appointed  governor,  50.   Execution  of  Qge, 50. 
Confession  of,  50, 221* 

-,  proceedings  in  France  relative  to  the  colony,  iii.  54. 


Ill  treatment  of  the  colonial  assembly  by  the  national  assembly, 
55.  Decree  of  the  national  assembly,  56.  Indignation  excised 
by  the  decree,  56.  Decree  of  the  fifteenth  of  May,  admitting  free 
people  of  colour,  65.  Commissioners  sent  from  France,  66*  Ef- 
fect of  the  decree  of  the  fifteenth  of  May,  68.  Revolt  of  the 
negroes,  72*  Horrible  cruelties  committed  by  the  negroes,  74, 79* 
Insurrection  of  mulattoes  in  the  south,  84.    Concordat,  85. 

-,  repeal  of  the  decree  of  the  fifteenth  of  May,  iii.  96* 


Insurrection  of  mulattoes,  96.  The  commissioners  arrixe,  99»-they 
return  to  France,  111.  Decree  of  the  fourth  of  April  1792, 112. 
Three  new  commissioners  sent  out,  11 6.  Scandalous  conduct  of 
the  new  commissioners,  119.  M.  Galbaud  appointed  governor, 
121 — he  is  driven  from  the  island,  147.  Destruction  of  Cape 
Francois,  124. 

VOL.  V.  S 


«74  INDEX. 

Saint  Domingo,  emigration  from,  iii.  147.  M.  Charmilly  tent  to  Ja- 
maica to  invite  the  British,  149.  Small  force  sent  from  Jamaica,  by 
General  Williamson,  155.  British  operations  in,  156.  Mortality 
of  the  troops,  173, 410.  Military  proceedings  from  1794  till  the 
withdrawing  of  the  British,  408.    Errors  committed  in,  184. 

,  (subsequent  to  1798)  state  of  society  under  Tons- 
saint's  government,  v.  117.  Military  establishment  of,  118*  A 
new  constitution  promulgated,  120.  Toussaint  made  governor- 
geueral  for  life,  120.  The  first  consul  resolves  to  recover  the 
colony  by  force  of  arms,  124.  Landing  of  the  French,  129.  Some 
of  the  black  chiefs  submit,  153.  Battle  between  the  French  and 
Toussaint,  136.  Toussaint  carries  on  a  harassing  warfare,  138. 
Pacification,  144.  Toussaint  seized,  145.  The  chiefs  resume 
their  arms,  150.  Crimes  of  the  French,  148.  The  French  weak- 
*  ened  by  disease,  151.  ,  The  French  closely  pressed  by  the  blacks, 
154.    Evacuation  of  the  island,  165. 

,  surrender  of  the  French  garrisons  to  the  British,  iv. 


1*7. 

-,  (subsequent  to  the  expulsion  of  the  French)  massacre 


of  the  whites,  v.  159.  Name  of  Hayti  restored,  16 1.  Dessalines 
made  governor-general  for  life,  161.  Fruitless  attack  of  Dessalines 
upon  6anto  Domingo,  162.  Dessalines  made  emperor,  under  the 
name  of  James  I.  164.  New  constitution,  164.  State  of  the 
country,  164.  Dessalines  is  assassinated,  167.  Christophe  as- 
sumes the  government  at  Cape  Francois,  and  Petion  at  Port  au 
Prince,  167*  Wars  between  Petion  and  Christophe,  173.  Chris- 
tophe made  king,  177.  War  discontinued,  175.  French  nego- 
tiate to  recover  the  island,  184.  Death  of  Petion,  1Q1.  Boyer 
succeeds  him,  191. 

-    ■■,  average  exports  from,  before  the  revolution,  iii.  144. 
',  tables  of  manufactures,  exports,  and  imports  of,  iii* 


212. 


-,  motion  of  Mr.  St.  John,  for  evacuating,  v.  14. 

-,  Spanish  part  of,  description  of  the,  iii.  191.    Popu- 


lation of  the,  201.  Trade  of  the,  219.    Reflections  on  the  cession 
of  the,  187- 

Euslatia  taken  by  Victor  Hugues,  iv.  U.    Surrender  to  the 
British,  115,209. 
—  George,  (Bermuda)  description  of,  v.  23Q. 


INDEX.  275 

Saint  George,  (Grenada)  description  of,  i.  385,  iii.  880* 

—  John,  Mr.  motion  respecting  St.  Domingo,  v.  14. 

—  Helena,  slavery  abolished  in,  iv.  481.  y 

—  Jago  de  la  Vega  founded,  i.  173.    Description  of,  260. 
— -  Joseph  dOruna,  the  capital  of  Trinidad,  iv.  303. 

— —  Lucia,  description  of,  iv.  26l.  Climate  of,  262.  Soil  and 
produce  of,  262.  Population  of,  263,  and  v.  Appendix,  14.  His* 
tory  of,  iv.  263.  Attaok  of  the  British  on  it  in  1778,  %6&.  At- 
tempt of  the  French  to  dislodge  the  British  is  frustrated,  268. 
The  island  surrenders;  273.    Division  of,  274. 

• ,  redaction  of,  in  1794,  by  the  British,  iii.  459.    State 

of,  during  1794,  iv.  3.  Invaded  by  the  French,  12.  Sickness 
and  desertion  in  the  British  troops,  13.  *  The  British  evacuate  the 
island,  14.  Again  attacked  by  the  British,  56.  Reduced  after  a 
severe  struggle,  64.  Petty  warfare  carried  on  by  stragglers,  65. 
Again  reduced  by  the  British  In  the  second  'French  war,  122. 
Ceded  to  Great  Britain,  210. 

,  exports  and  imports  of  1809  and  1810,  v.  Appendix, 


42. 

— —  Martin's  reduced,  iv.  113.  Unsuccessful  attempt  upon,  171. 
Second  reduction  of,  209. 

—  Pierre,  Sir  W.  Young's  description  of  the  town  of,  iii.  270. 

Surrendered  to  the  British,  451. 

— — —  Vincent,  so  named  by  the  Spaniards,  i.  410.  Account  of  the 
Charaibes  in,  411.  Captain  U ring's  attempt  to  take  possession  of, 
415.  Division  of  the  lands  after  the  peace  of  Paris,  421.  Dispute 
with  the  Charaibes  settled  by  a  treaty,  424,  448.  The  island 
conquered  by  the  French,  425.  Many  of  the  planters  ruined, 
441.    Restored  to  Great  Britain,  425. 

,  soil,  extent,  and  division  of,  i.  426.   Botanic  garden  of, 

427,  and  iii.  262.    Government,  &c.  of,  i.  428.    Population  of, 

428,  and  v.  Appendix,  8.    Vessels  and  exports- in  the  year  1787* 
i.  430.    Exports  and  imports  in  1809  arjd  1810,  v.  Appendix,  42. 

»,  state  of,  previous  to  the  campaign  of  1795,  iv.  4.    The 


Charaibes  and'  French  commence  hostilities,  15.  Enormities 
committed  by  the  revolters,  15.  The  revolters  are  succoured  by 
Victor  Hugues,  16.  Several  actions  take  place,  17 — 20.  The 
enemy  driven  from  the  Vigie,  23.  Charaibes  driven  from  Mount 
Young,  24.    The  enemy  recover  their  lost  ground,  26.    Capture 


1 
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of  Owia  by  the  French,  27.    Retreat  of  the  British,  28.    Arrival 
of  succours  to  the  British,  SO.    British  again  advance,  31.    Bri- 
gadier-general Stewart  defeated,  66.     Spirited  measures  of  the 
colonists,  68.     Succours  sent  by  Sir  R.  Abereroraby,  and  the 
'enemy  compelled  to  surrender,  73.    War  carried  on  by  the  Ghs*» 
raibs,  73.  The  Charaibs  lay  down  their  arms,  and  are  transported* 
to  Rattan,  74. 
Saint  Fbicent,  shocks  of  earthquake  felt  at,  ▼.  91. 
,  eruption  of  the  Soufrriere,  v.  82. 
■      ,  decision  favourable  to  the  blacks  given  in  the  supreme 
court  of,  iv.  480. 

■,  loan  to  merchants  of,  v.  6,  8. 
,  visit  of  the  Chararb  chiefs  of,  to  Sir  W.  Young*  iii. 


255. 

-,  slave  laws  of— act  to  punish  the  unordering  or  maiming 


of  slaves,  v.  Appendix,  187— -to  oblige  proprietors  to  give  in  returns 
of  runaways,  and  punishing  of  obeah  men,  187—40  appoint  torn- 
missioners  to  number  the  coloured  free  people  and  negroes,  t8fr— » 
to  explain  and  amend  an  act  making  slaves  real  estate,  189— to 
repeal  the  fourth  clause  of  the  preceding  act,  lQ0-*-for  establishing 
a  registry  of  slaves,  190. 

Saints,  the,  Major-general  Maitland  reduces  the*  iv.  191. 

Samana,  fort  and  cannon  destroyed*  at,  iv.  166.  French  expelled 
from,  173. 

Samboes  of  the  Mosquito  shore,  whence  derived,  v.  Appendix,  210. 

Satufford,  colonel,  death  of,  i.  555. 

San  Juan,  description  of  the  city  of,  iv.  84.  Attacked  by  the  British, 
86.  Gallantly  defended  by  the' Spaniards,  87.  The  British  raise 
the  siege  of,  89. 

Santa  Vruz,  brief  notice  of,  i.  500.  Massacre  of  the  settlers  by  the 
Spaniards,  184.    Surrender  of,  iv.  115,  166. 

Santhorax  and  Polverel  appointed  commissioners  to  St.  Domingo," iii. 
116.  Duplicity  of,  118.  Scandalous  conduct  of,  11$.  Abolish 
slavery,  151. 

Santo  Domingo,  city  of,  described  by  Oviedo,  iii.  192.  Destroyed  by 
Drake,  195.  Besieged  in  vam  by  Dessalines,  v.  16*.  Surrendered 
to  the  Brittsh  under  General  Carmichael,  iv.  197* 

Sasporlas  hanged  at  Jamaica,  iv.  111. 

Savanna  la  Mar  overwhelmed  by  the  sea,  i.  235.  Description  of,  863. 
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Scot's  giass,  description  of,  i.  258. 
Soot,  Sir  William,  bill  for  regulating  prize  courts,  v.  122. 
Seamen,  slave  trade  proved  to  be  deitructive  to,  iv.  326,  379- 
Searl0,  captain,  bravely  repulses  a  French  frigate,  iv*  79* 
Senegambia,  situation  of,  ii.  $8.    Mandingo  negroes  come  from,  49. 
Sevilla  Nueva,  founded  by  Esquivel,  L  164*    Ruins  still  visible,  l65. 
Said  to  have  been  deserted  in  consequence  of  being  overrun  by 
ante,  167*    Said  also  to  nave  been  destroyed  by  the  natives,  166, 

-  tfr. 

Seymour,  captain  Michael,  captures  the  Amethyst,  iv.  168. 

JSkmp,  Gramme,  exertions  of,  in  behalf  of  Strong,  iv.  314.  Procures 
a  decision -on  the  case  of  Somerset,  315.  Chosen  chairman  of  the 
committee  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  325*  Death  of, 
463. 

Shipmate,  an  endearing  term  among  negroes,  ii.  94* 

Shirley,  Sir  Anthony,  invades  Jamaica,  i.  176. 

JShorthmd,  captain,  his  noble  defence  of  the  Jnnon  against  a  French 
squadron,  iv.  199.    Death  of,  SOI. 

tikndhcottim,  description  of,  ii.  311. 

Sierra  Leone  Company  established,  iv.  393. 

Simcoe,  genera),  lands  in  St  Domingo,  iii.  416. 

Star*  carrying  bill,  enactments  of  the,  ii.  144.  Benefits  resulting 
from  the,  146,  iii.  363.  Introduced  into  the  house  of  commons 
by  Sir  William  Dolben,  iv.  339-  Violent  opposition  to  the,  340. 
It  is  carried,  346. 

Slave  code,  mildness  of  the  Spanish,  iv.  450* 

Slave  consolidation  ad,  ii.  187. 

Slave  regiment*.    See  Wbst  Ihoxa  Rsgimbhts. 

Slave  registry  till  introduced  into  the  house  by  Mr.  Wilberforce,  iv. 
483.  Violent  opposition  to,  483.  Accused  of  being  the  cause  of 
the  insurrection  at  Barbadoes,  484.  Not  proceeded  with,  488. 
Copy  of  the,  v.  Appendix,  74. 

Slave  ships,  Mr.  Edwards's  paradisaical  account  of  the,  ii.  141.  Abo- 
minable state  of  the,  iv.  341. 

Slave  trader,  anecdote  of  the  baseness  of  a,  ii.  91. 

Slave  trading  vessels,  recent  outrages  committed  by  the,  iv.  49 1. 

Slavery,  decree  of  the  National  Convention  abolishing,  iii.  237. 
Motion  of  Earl  Percy  to  sholish,  440.  Abolished  in  Ceylon,  iv. 
481.    And  in  St.  Helena,  481. 


m 


278  index: 

Slave  trade,  origin  of  the,  ii.  43.  Sanctioned  by  Charles  V.  44* 
Hawkins  the  first  English  dealer  in,  47.  Manner  of  carrying  on 
the,  62.  Number  of  slaves  exported,  64 — 68,  ISO.  Reasons  of 
Mr.  Edwards  against  abolishing,  ISO.  Not  practicable  to  abolish 
the,  137.    West-India  planters  have  no  concern  in  it,  143,  iv. 

417. 

,  history  of  the  abolition  of  the,  iv.  307.    Early  dislike 
of  many  eminent  characters  to  the,  309,  810.    Opinion  of  York 
and  Talbot,  313.    Case  of  Strong,  313.    Exertions  of  Mr.  Gran- 
ville  Sharp,  314.    Decision  in  Somerset's  case,  315.     Activity  of 
the  Quakers  against  the,  317.    Society  established  in  America  for 
abolishing  the,  320*    Dr.  Peckard's  sermon  and  academical  ques- 
tion against  the,  321,  322.    Mr.  Clarkson  devotes  t)imself  to  the 
cause  of  the  abolition,  325.  Committee  formed  to  bring  about  the 
abolition,  327.    Journeys  of  Mr.  plarksonin  searoh  of  evidence, 
327,  349,  370,  373.    The  subject  taken  up  by  Mr.  Wilberforce, 
326.    Exertions  of  the  committee,  329,  348.    Question  referred 
to  the  Privy  Council,  330.    Petitions  against  the  trade,  330, 335, 
393,  467*    Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  GrenviUe  espouse  the  cause  of  the 
abolition,  331,  335.    Motion  of  Mr.  Pitt  for  enquiry,  336.  •  Hos- 
tility of  the  House  to  the  trade,  337-    The  motion  carried,  337. 
Slave  carrying  bill  introduced  by  Sir  William  Dolbeo,  339.    Car- 
ried after  a  violent  opposition,  346.    Twelve  propositions  moved 
by  Mr.  Wilberforce,  352.    Question  postponed  till  the  next  year, 
366.    Fresh  evidence  taken,  374.    Motion  of  Mr.  Wilberforce, 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  376.    The  motion  is  negatived,  392. 
A  third  motion,  394.     A  gradual  abolition  carried,  401..    Tirade 
abolished  by  the  king  of  Denmark,  406.    Failure  of  subsequent 
motions  in  the  House  of  Commons,  407, 413.    Motion  of  Mr.  C. 
Ellis,  416.      Further  fruitless  motions  for  abolition,  419,  422. 
Failure  of  Mr.  Thornton's  bill  to  limit  the  trade,  423.     The 
friends  of  the  abolition  renew  their  efforts,  but  again  fail,  426, 
427*    Preliminary  measures  at  length  carried,  430,  431.     Act  to 
abolish  the  trade  finally  passed,  437. 

■  ',  America  abolishes  the  trade,  iv.  437.  Earl  Percy's 
motion,  440.  Slave  trade  made  felony,  448.  Conduct  of  Por- 
tugal as  to  the  slave  trade,  446.  Abolished  by  the  Spanish  Ame- 
ricans, 449.  Sweden  abolishes  the  trade,  463.  Addresses  of  the 
two  houses  respecting  it,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  464.    Continued 
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by  France,  464.  Abolished  by  Napoleon,  475 ;  by  Lewis  the 
XV III.  477.  Treaties  with  Portugal  and  Spain  respecting  the, 
473,  479. 

Slaves,  number  of,  exported,  ii.  64, 68,  ISO.  Mode  of  obtaining 
them  in  Africa,  If  1.  Enquiries  made  of  them  by  Mr.  Edwards, 
125.  State  of,  in  Africa,  124,  1S8.  Said  to  be  killed  when  re- 
jected by  Europeans,  132.  Annual  decrease  of,  in  the  colonies, 
135.  Cause  of  the  decrease  of,  175.  Disproportion  of  females  to 
males,  138.  Mode  of  exposure  to  sale,  150.  Their  conduct  when 
on  sale,  153.  Custom  of  adoption  among  the,  155.  Division 
into  gangs,  156.  Profits  from,  157*  Distribution  of  labour 
among  the,  159.  Allowance  of  land  to,  160.  Time  allowed  to, 
162.  Picturesque  appearance  of  their  villages,  163.  Furniture, 
clothing,  and  medical  attendance  of,  164.  Diseases  of  the,  166. 
Convictions  for  ill-treating,  170.  -  Laws  of  Jamaica  in  favour  of, 
173.  Suggestions  for  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the,  180,  185. 
Sir  William  Young  on  the  best  mode  of  feeding  the,  iii.  270.  See 
Ne«robs. 

■    ,  number  of,  in  Jamaica,'  in  1787,  i.  282.    In  Jamaica,  in 
1812  and  in  1816,  v.  Appendix,  6,  56. 

Shane,  Sir  Hans,  on  the  British  right  to  the  Mosquito  shore,,  v.  Ap- 
.     pendix,  204. 

Small  seed  cotton,  description  of,  ii.  312. 

Smithy  Mr.  W.  bill  for  regulating  decks  of  slave  ships,  iv.  421* 

Smuggling  of  slaves  not  to  be  prevented,  ii.  137 ;  iv.  417. 

Snakes  not  venomous  in  the  West  Indies,  i.  23.     Account  of  deadly 

effects  of  the  bite  of,  23. 
'  Somerset,  decision  on  the  case  of,  iv.  315* 

Sottavento,  a  Spanish  term,  i.  6. 

Souffriere,  description  of  the,  v.  82.    Eruption  of  the,  83. 

Spain,  negociations  and  treaties  with,  respecting  the  slave  trade,  iv. 
475,  479. 

Spaniards,  cruelty  of  the,  to  the  English  in  the  West  Indies,  i.  180, 
184. 

Spanish  town,  the  capital  of  Jamaica,  i.  260. 

Spearing,  lieutenant,  killed  in  an  attack  on  St.  Martin's,  iv.  172. 

Stabroek,  description  of,  iv.  249. 

Stewart,  brigadier-general,  defeated  in  St.  Lucia,  iv.  12.    St.  Vin- 
cent's, 66. 
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Still  houses  In  the  West  Indies,  description  of  the,  ii.  276. 

Stockdak,  Perctval,  extract  from  a  letter  of,  iii.  £0. 

Stokes,  Mr.  anecdote  of  a  governor,  ii.  395. 

Sugar,  highly  nutritions  qualities  of,  ii.  960.  Analysis  of,  264. 
^Process  of  obtaining  it  from  the  cane,  264.  Juiee  of  the  cane  very 
liable  to  ferment,  265.  Mr.  Bousie's  improvements  in  boiling, 
268.  Mode  of  graining,  271.  Mode  of  earing,  273.  How 
clayed,  274. 

■  cane,  name  of,  whence  derived,  ii.  233.   History  of  the,  234. 

Native  country  of  the,  236.  Cultivated  early  in  the  West  Indies 
.by  the  Spaniards,  239.  Description  of  the,  239.  Not  produced 
from  seed  in  the  West  Indies,  240.  Soil  most  proper  lor  the,  241. 
Ratoon  canes  described,  244.  Produce  of,  245.  |£ode  of  culti- 
vating the,  245.  Advantages  of  using  the  plough,  246.  Mode  of 
holing,  247.  Manner  of  planting,  248.  Thue  of  planting,  «4g. 
Manuring  of,  253.  Dressing  after  cutting,  256.  Contents  of  the 
juice  of  the,  263.  Quantity  of  sugar  obtained  from  the  juice,  263. 
Remarks  on  the  canes  introduced  into  Antigua  by  Sir  John 
Laforey,  i.  xlv.  Description  of  Otaheitan,  Malabar,  and  Batavian 
canes,  xlv. 

,  plantation,  what  it  consists  of,  ii.  237.    Difficulty  of  raising 


money  on  a,  288.  Quality  and  price  of  the  lands  for  a,  289. 
Expense  of  bringing  into  cultivation,  292.  Expense  of  buildings 
on  a,  292.  Expense  of  stock,  295.  Total 'expense,  296.  Pro- 
duce of,  297.  Annual  supplies  necessary  for  a,  297.  Calculation 
of  profit  from  a,  300.  Not  so  profitable  as  English  farming,  301. 
Reason  why  great  fortunes  have  sometimes  been  made  from,  302. 
Reason  of  the  ruin  of  many  of  the  proprietors  of,  304. 

—  ant,  account  of  the,  i.  383,  397. 

,  East-Indian.    See  East-Indian  Sugar. 

—  of  St.  Domingo  not  so  good  as  British,  ii.  536.    Pays  the 


manufacturer  better  than  British,  537. 

—  mill,  requires  great  force,  H.  26 1.    Description  of  a,  262. 


Quantity  of  work  done  by  a,  263. 

—  refiners  usually  foreigners,  ii.  578. 
refining;    See  Repining. 

—  admitted  to  the  distilleries,  v.  62. 
Islands,  estimate  of  the  importance  of  the,  ii.458.    List  of 


exports  to  the,  459,  460.     Value,  in  1787,  of  British  exports  to, 
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» 

46l.     Value  of  exports  from  Ireland  to  the,  462.    Total  value  of 

'  exports,  464.  Value,  in  1788,  of  the  imports  into  Great  Britain 
from  the,  468.  Imports  ill  to  Ireland  and  America,  470.  Amount 
of  the  duties  paid  by  the,  471.  Value  of  freight,  &c.  47 1,  472. 
Value  of  the  property  invested  in  the,  473*  Number  and  tonnage 
of  shipping  employed  by,  474 ;  and  v.  Appendix,  72.  Great 
utility  of  the,  475,  462.  Comparison  of  their  trade  with  the  trade 
of  the  East  Indies,  477*  Mr.  Dundas's  statement  of  exports  and 
imports  in  1795, 478.  Value  of  British  manufactures  exported  to 
in  18 16,  v.  Appendix,  44. 

Sugar  imported  into  England  from  KS§Q  to  1755,  and  raw  and 
refined  exported,  ii.  597. 

— —  imported  from  1787  to  1790,  ii.  599. 

. '    ■    ■      1791  to  1798,  ii.  600. 

■  fith  January  1798  to  5th  January  1799,  «• 

601. 

'  into  England  1698  to  1760,  v.  Appendix,  19. 

Great  Britain  1761  to  1811,  v.  Appendix,  21. 

Ireland  in  1813,  v.  Appendix,  22. 


,  price,  charge  and  expense  of  a  hundred  weight,  v.  Appen- 
dix, 23. 

Surgeons,  allowance  for  attending  slaves,  ii.  166. 

Surinam  reduced  by  General  Trigge,  iv.  108.  Description  of  the 
defences  of,  131.  Attacked  by  the  British  under  Sir  Charles 
Green,  132.    Capitulates,  136. 

Surry,  description  of  the  county  of,  i.  261. 

Sweden  abolishes  the  slave  trade,  iv.  463. 

Symes,  brigadier-general,  death  of,  iii.  468. 

T. 

Talbot>  captain,  captures  the  Ville  de  Milan,  ir.  151. 

Tatowing,'m  use  among  the  Africans,  ii.  152. 

Teache,  the,  description  of  the,  ii.  266.  Whence  the  name  is  de- 
rived, 272. 

Teale,  Isaac,  tribute  to  the  memory  of,  L  308. 

Temper,  the,  its  composition  and  use,  ii.  267. 

Thermometer,  range  of  the,  in  the  West  Indies,  i.  8>  9,  10.  Sudden 
variations  of,  in  Virginia,  9.  Range  of,  in  Jamaica,  242.  In 
Demerara,  iv.  242.     In  Honduras,  257.    In  Trinidad,  290. 
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Thornton,  Mr.. failure  of  his  attempt  to  limit  the  slave  trade,  iv.  425. 

Thurloe,  secretary,  on  the  quarrel  relative  to  the  West  Indies,  i. 
1Q0. 

Thurlow,  lord,  his  conduct  in  parliament  on  the  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade,  iv.  343. 

TUIandsia  maxima,  description  of  the,  i.  564. 

Tobago,  capture  of,  in  1793,  iii.  436;  in  1803,  iv.  123.  Description 
of,  275.  Named  by  Columbus,  276.  Settled  by  the  Dutch  and 
Courlanders,  277-  The  Dutch  driven  out  by  the  French,  280. 
Brutal  conduct  of  the  Marquis  de  Bouilll  at,  283.  Not  succoured 
by  Admiral  Rodney,  285*  Ceded  to  France,  286.  Division  of, 
287.  Ceded  to  England,  iv.  240.  Conspiracy  of  the  slaves  in, 
287  y  ▼.  92.  Population  of,  v.  Appendix,  15.  Exports  and  im- 
ports of,  in  I8O9  and  1810,  Appendix,  43. 

,  slave  laws  of— act  for  the  good  order  and  government  of 
slaves,  and  repealing  a  former  act,  v.  Appendix,  192 — for  estab- 
lishing regulations  respecting  slaves  arriving  in  the  island  or  re- 
siding therein,  197 — to:  prevent  more  effectually  slaves  from  ab- 
senting themselves  from  their  masters,  198 — to  amend  an  act  to 
prevent  the  clandestine  departure  of  persons  from  the  island,  198 
—to  establish  a  registry  of  slaves,  199. 

Toriola,  settled  by  the  Dutch  bucaniers,  i.  500.  Annexed  to  the 
Leeward  island  government,  500.  The  Dutch  expelled,  and  the 
island  re-settled  from  Anguilla,  501.  Population  in  1756,  501. 
Population  in  1787,  504.  Put  on  the  same  footing  as  the  other 
islands,  502.  First  assembly  convoked  in  1773,  503,  Size  and 
produce  of,  504.  Exports  and  imports  of  in  1809  and  1810,  v. 
Appendix,  43. 

,  cruelties  and  execution  of  Arthur  Hodge  at,  iv.  458. 

Torluga,  cruelties  committed  by  the  Spaniards  on  the  English  at,  L 
183,;  iii.  134.    Peopled  by  the  bucaniers,  iii.  133. 

Toussaini,  bijrth  and  character  of,  iii.  419;  v-  112-  Makes  a  treaty 
with  General  Maitland,  iii.  420.  His  proceedings  after  the 
evacuation  of  St.  Domingo,  v.  116.  Makes  a  tour  round  the 
island,  118.  Is  invested  with  the  authority  of  governor-general, 
120.  Conspiracy  of  Moise  against,  121.  French  expedition,  124. 
Probable  intentions  of  Toussaint,  122.  Letter  of  the  First  Consul 
to  Toussaint,  126.  Interview  of,  with  his  children,  131.  Declared 
an  outlaw  by  Le  Clerc,  132.    Engages  the  French  at  Ravine  a 
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Couleuvre,  136.  Quitted  by  a  part  of  his  troops,  137.  Attacks  the 
French  suddenly,  140.  He  accedes  to  a  treaty,  144.  Is  seized  and 
sent  to  France,  145.  Dies  at  Besancon,  147.  Insinuation  against 
his  character  by  Dessalines,  1<>0. 

Trigge,  general,  reduces  Surinam,  iv.  108.  Takes  the  Danish  and 
Swedish  colonies  and  St.  Martin's,  113. 

Trinidad,  why  so  named  by  Columbus,  i.  71*  Situation  and  size  of* 
iv.  288.  Climate  of,  289.  Storms  in,  290.  Mountains  and 
harbours  of,  201.  Soil  of,  292.  Natural  productions  of,  293. 
Pitch  lake  in,  294.  Volcanic  traces  in,  2Q5.  History  of,  297. 
Population  of,  302,  and  v.  Appendix,  13. 

■  attacked  by  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby,  iv.  82.     Spaniards  de- 

stroy their  fleet  and  surrender  the  island,  83. 

,  intended  insurrection  in,  v.  96. 

-,  Mr.  Canning'*  motion  to  stop  the  import  of  slaves  into,  iv. 


425. 

■     >  motion  to  introduce  British  laws  into,  negatived,  iv.  451. 
-,  registry  of  slaves  introduced  into,  iv.  462. 


Tufton,  Sir  W,  put  to  death  at  Barbadoes,  i.  325« 
Turk's  islands,  salt  produced  at  the,  iv.  225. 

U. 

IMoa,  his  description  of  the  varieties  of  people  of  colour,  ii.  19.  Tes- 
timony of,  in  favour  of  mulatto  women,  28. 
Uring,  captain,  attempts  to  form  a  settlement  in  St.  Vincent,  i.  415. 

V. 

Vaughan,  lord,  appointed  governor  of  Jamaica,  iii.  295. 

— — ,  Mr.  observations  on  the  cultivation  of  coffee  in  St.  Domingo, 

ii.  353. 
Vegetable  fly,  description  of  the,  i.  440. 

Venabtes,  his  harshness  to  the  Spanish  planters  of  Jamaica,  i.  I99. 
Venereal  disease,  said  by  Oviedo  to  be  brought  from  the  West  Indies, 

i.  77. 
Venus,  the  planet,  brilliancy  of,  in  the  West  Indies,  i.  10. 
Vestries,  in  Jamaica,  composition  and  powers  of,  i.  265. 
Vienna,  congress  of,  proceedings  of  the,  relative  to  the  slave  trade,  iv. 

472. 
Vtgie,  in  St.  Lucia,  failure  of  attacks  upon  the,  iv.  6l,  271. 
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VUlenewe,  admiral,  arrive*  in  the  West  Indies,  iv.  145.  Is  pursued 
by  Lend  Nelson,  145.  Takes  flight  to  Europe,  147.  Captures  a 
British  convoy,  147. 

Virgin  islands,  so  named  by  the  Spanish,  L  499.  General  description 
of  the,  499.  Settled  by  the  Dutch  bucaniers,  500.  Number  of 
vessels  in  1787,  and  quantity  of  produce,  506.    See  Tortola. 

Virginia,  sudden  variations  of  the  thermometer  in,  i.  9. 

Virtual  representation,  why  tolerable,  ii.  417. 

Volcanos,  Mount  Misery  an  extinct  one,  L  463.  Nevis  produced  by 
a,  468.  Submarine,  off  the  coast  of  Trinidad,  iv.  295.  Eruption 
of  the  Souffriere,  v.  83. 

W. 

Walpole,  general,  puts  an  end  to  the  Maroon  war,  i.  560,  568.  Re- 
fuses the  sword  voted  by  the  asseaably  of  J&maic*,  576.  Motion 
of,  respecting  the  transportation  of  Maroons,  v.  IS. 

War  in  the  West  Indies,  history  of  the,  toL  iii.  433,  iv.  1.  See  West 
India  Campaigns. 

,  dissatisfaction  of  the  opposition  with  respect 
to  the  conduct  of  the,  v.  6.  Motion  of  Mr.  Sheridan  in  conse- 
quence, 8.    Mr.  Dundas  vindicates  the  ministers,  10. 

Warner,  Mr.  settled  St.  Christopher,  i.  456.  is  knighted,  458.  Re- 
turned to  St.  Christopher,  459.  Encouraged  the  settlement  of 
Nevis,  470. 

West  India  colonies,  grievances  of  the.    See  Grievances. 

\  French,  vessels,  produce,  and  duties  of  the,  ii. 

474.    Great  benefit  of  them  stated  by  M.  Arnould,  483. 

West  Indies,  list  of  the  British  colonies  in  the,  v.  Appendix,  3. 

■■■  '   ■  ,  climate  of  the,  i.  7.    Wet  and  dry  seasons,  8,  10. 

Range  of  the  thermometer  in  the,  8,  9,  10.  Quantity  of  rain 
•  which  falls  in  the,  IS.  Winds  of  the,  14.  Strangeness  and 
beauty  of  the  scenery  of  the,  16.  Well  cultivated  when  first  dis- 
covered, 19.  Serpents  not  venomous  in  the,  23.  Birds  of  the,  24. 
Mountains  of  the,  26.  Once  covered  by  the  sea,  28.  Speculations 
on  the  origin  of  the,  30. 

■  supplied  from  America.   See  American  commercial 
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11  must  have  an  intercourse  with  America,  i.  xxxix. 

*       ,  governments  in  the,  nature  of  the,  ii.  385. 
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West  Indies,  regiments,  plan  of  the  British  ministers  for  raising,  iv. 
9 J.  Opposition  of  the  colonies  to  the  scheme,  92.  Jamaica* 
assembly  make  an  offer  to  prevent  their  being  raised,  94.  Dis- 
satisfaction of  the  planters  on  the  second  regiment  being  stationed 
in  Jamaica,  v.  25.  Dispute  respecting  the  mutiny  of  one  ef  the 
regiments,  45.    Mutinies  in  Dominica  and  Jamaica,  90, 90. 

— — —  exports  to  America,  v.  Appendix,  66,  71. 

— — —  imports  from  America,  v.  Appendix,  68. 


>  provisions  and  lumber  imported  into,  v.  Appendix,  58, 
68,  70.    Fish  imported  into,  63—65. 

-,  shipping  employed  by  the,  in  1804  and  1814.  v.  Ap- 


pendix, 72. 

-,  British  manufactures  exported  to  the,  in  1816,  v.  Ap- 


pendix, 44. 

— ,  duties  on  produce  q£  for  1808  to  18  IS,  v.  Appendix,  73. 

imports  into  Great  Britain,  from  1698  to  1798,  ii.  595. 

vessels,  tonnage,  and  value  of  trade  to  them  from  Great 


Britain,  1760  to  1816,  v.  Appendix,  17. 

-,  tonnage  and  lading  of  vessels  from  them  to  Great 


Britain,  in  1816,  v.  Appendix,  No.  xxxii. 

sugar,  rum,  coffee,  and  cotton,  exported  from  1798  to 


1803,  v.  Appendix,  84. 

■  ,  1805,  1807,  1810,  and 


1812,  v.  Appendix,  36. 

>  situation  of  the,  at  the  commencement  of  1795,  iv.  1. 
,  British  campaigns  in  the.    Of  1798.    St  Domingo, 


iii.  156.    Tobago,  436.    Martinico,  437* 

of  1764.    St  Domingo,  iii.  160.    In 


Martinico,  444.    St  Lucia,  458.    Guadaloupe,  459. 

of  1 795.    St  Domingo,  iii.  181, 408. 


St  Lucia,  iv.  IS.    St  Vincent's,  14.    Grenada,  34.    Dominica, 
43.    Martinico,  46. 

of  1796.     St  Domingo,  iii.  414. 


Demerara,  iv.  54.    St  Lucia,  55.    St  Vincent's,  66, 7  2.   Grenada, 
70,74.    Anguilla,76. 

■   ■       of  1797-     St  Domingo,  iii.  417* 


Trinidad,  iv.  83.    Puerto  Rico,  84.    £ssequibo,  89. 

■  of  1798.     St  Domingo,  iii.  421. 


Honduras,  iv.  102. 

11  ■  '  of  1799.    Surinam,  iv.  107. 


$66  INDEX. 

West  Indus,  British  campaigns  of  1800.    Curacoa,  iv.  112. 
■  of  1801.    Danish  and  Swedish  isles, 

St.  Martin's,  Eustatia,  and  Saba,  iv.  113. 

of  1803.  St.  Lucia,  iv.  12$.   Tobago, 


123.    Demerara,  193.    St  Domingo,  126. 

i  of  1804.    Surinam,  iv.  131. 

: —  of  1805.    Doniinica,  iv.  138.    Dia- 


mond rock,  148. 

■  of  1806  wholly  naval,  iv.  155. 

of  1807.  Curacoa,  iv.  160.   Samana, 


165. 

—       ,  of  1808.     Mariegalante  and  De- 


seada,  iv.  169.    St.  Martin's,  171.    Samana,  173.' 

of  1809.     Cayenne,  iv.  175.    Mar- 


tinico,  184.    The  Saints,  191.    Santo  Domingo,  107. 

■  of  1810.    Guadaloupe,  iv.  205.    Su 

Eustatia  and  Saba,  209. 

of  1815.     Guadaloupe,  iv.  210. 


',  tables  of  the  mortality  of  British  troops  in  the,  v.  Ap- 
pendix, 4,  5. 

Wheel,  description  of  breaking  on  the,  iii.  83. 

Whitelocke,  colonel,  operations  of,  in  St.  Domingo,  iii.  156,  157* 
Fails  in  an  attack  on  Cape  Tiburon,  158,  162. 

Whites,  number  of,  in  1 79 1,  ii.  2.  Character  of  the,  4.  Independent 
spirit  of  the  inferior  class  of,  7.    Peculiarities  of  the,  9. 

Whyte,  genera],  takes  the  command  in  St,  Domingo,  iii.  418.  Re- 
duces Demerara,  Essequibo,  and  Berbice,  iv.  54. 

WUhesforce,  Mr.  .takes  up  the  cause  of  the  Africans,  iv.  326.  Motion 
in  the  House  of  Commons  by,  352.  It  fails,  366.  .  Second  mo- 
tion of,  373.  It  is  negatived,  392.  Introduces  the  question  a 
third  time,  .394.  A  gradual  abolition  voted,  401.  Failure  of  sub- 
sequent motions,  407,  413, 415,  419,  422>  426,  427.    Moves  and 

.  carries  an  address  against  the  trade,  431.  Motion  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  the  prolongation  of  the  trade  by  France,  468.  In- 
troduces the  slave  registry  bill,  483.    Withdraws  the  bill,  488. 

JVUd  fowl,  curious  mode  of  catching,  i.  127. 

— —  pine,  description  of  the,  i.  564. 

Williamson,  general  sends  troops  to  St  Domingo,  iii.  155. 

Windham,  Mr.  change  of  opinion  of,  with  respect  to  the  slave  trade, 
iv.  422, 436. 
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Winds  in  the  West  Indies,  state  of  the,  i.  14. 

Windsor,  lord,  instructions  to,  iii.  290. 

Windward  islands,  which  are  the,  i.  6.  * 

Work,  plan  of  the,  i.  xxv. 

Wreckers  of  the  Bahamas,  account  of  the,  iv.  225. 

X. 
Xaymaca,'  the  early  name  of  Jamaica,  i.  153.    Derivation  of  the 

name,  153. 
Ximenes,  cardinal,  hostile  to  the  slave  trade,  iv.  309. 

Y. 

Yarico  and  Inkle,  origin  of  the  story  of,  i.  345. 

Yaws,  inoculatidn  of  the*  ii.  81.    Description  of  the,  166. 

Yellow  fever,  description  of  the,  iii.  181. 

Yeo,  captain,  gallantry  of,  at  Cayenne,  iv.  178.  Made  a  knight  of 
St.  Bento  d'Avis,  162. 

York  and  Talbot,  opinion  of,  respecting  slaves  in  England,  iv.  311. 
Their  opinion  overturned,  315. 

Young,  Sir  W*  (Tour)  remarks  on  the  Barbadian  negroes,  iii.  244. 
His  reception  at  St.  Vincent's,  247*  Joy  of  Granny  Sarah,  248. 
Visits  a  Guinea  ship,  250.  Receives  a  visit  from  the  Charaibe 
chiefs,  255,  256,  262,  284.  Visits  Antigua,  265.  Testimony  of, 
in  favour  of  the  Moravians,  206.  Lands  at  Martinico,  267.  On 
the  best  method  of  feeding  negroes,  270.  Lands  at  Tobago,  274. 
Appearance  of  Tobago,  275.  Conference  with  some  Charaibs  of 
Tobago,  S76.  Description  of  negro  houses,  277*  Speculations  of, 
on  the  probability  of  making  the  Charaibs  useful,  282. 

—  speeches  in  favour  of  the  slave  trade,  iv.  357,  384. 

Z. 

Zemi,  idols  of  the  native  Indians  of  Hispaniola,  i.  95.  « 

Zong,  murder  of  slaves  on  board  the,  iv.  316. 
Zoophyton,  description  of  a  remarkable  American,  i.  445. 
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Portrait  of  the  Author,  to  face  the  Title  to  vol.  i. 

The  Maps  and  Plates  arranged  in  the  following  order,,  to 

form  a  demy  quarto  Atlas. 

1 .  Columbus  and  his  two  Sons. 

2.  A  print  of  the  Bread  Fruit  of  Otaheite 

3.  A  general  Map  of  the  West  Indies. 

4.  An  Indian  Cacique  addressing  Columbus. 

5.  A  Map  of  the  Island  of  Jamaica. 

6.  A  Map  of  the  Island  of  Barbadoes. 

7.  A  Map  of  the  Island  of  Grenada. 

8.  A  Family  of  the  Red  Charaibes  in  the  Island  of  St. 

Vincent. 

9.  A  Map  of  the  Island  of  St.  Vincent. 

10.  A  Map  of  the  Island  of  Dominica. 

11.  A  Map  of  the  Islands  of  St.  Christopher's  and  Nevis. 

13.  A  Map  of  the  Island  of  Antigua. 
IS.  A  Map  of  the  Virgin  Islands. 

14.  Pacification  with  the  Maroons,  by  General  Trelawney. 

15.  View  of  Trelawney  Town,  shewing  the  Maroon  mode  of 

fighting. 

16.  The  Voyage  of  the  Sable  Venus,  from  Angola  to  the 

West  Indies. 

17.  A  Negro  Festival. 

18.  Plan  and  Elevation  of  an  improved  Sugar  Mill,  designed 
„    by  Edward  Wollery,  Esq.  of  Jamaica. 

19.  A  Map  of  the  Island  of  St.  Domingo. 
SO.  Chatoyer  and  his  five  Wives. 

81.  A  Map  of  the  Island  of  Tobago. 
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